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2 REIGY OF WILLIAM IV. [Caar. XTI

and negleet, in miserable poverty, surrounded by & numerous
progeny of bastards, without consideration or friends, and
he was ridieunlous from his grotesque ways and little meddline
curiosity.  Nobody ever invited hiwm inte their house, or
thought it necessary to honour hin with any mark of atten-
tion or respect: aud so he went on for sbove forty vears, HIl
Canning brought him inte netice by making him Lord Hich
Admiral st the time of his grand Ministerial schism. In
that post he distinguished himself by making sbsurd speeches,
by & morbid effieinl setivity, and by o general wildness which
wus theought to indicate incipient iusanity, till shortly after
Canning’s death and the Duke’s accession, as is well known,
the latter dismissed him. He then dropped back iuto
cbseurity, but had become by this time somewhat more of
2 personage than he was before.  His brief administration
of the navyy the death of the Duke of York, which made him
hetr to the throne, his increased wealth snd regular habits,
wd procured Iim more considerution, though mot o great
deal.  Such was Ids position when George IV. broke all at

Alaw

Iy

ouee. aud after three menths of expectation William finds
Iimself’ Ring.

Joly 18 —King George had not been dead three days
bafore everybody discovered that he wus ne loss, and King

Willism & great gain.  Cermilnly nobody ever was less

regretted than the late Ring. and the breath was hardly out
of his body before the press burst forth in full exy sgainst
him, and roksd up all his vices, follies, and misdeeds, which
vere nuinerous and glaring enough.

The new King began very well.  Everybedy expected he
would keep the Ministers in office. but he threw himself
into the arms of the Duke of Wellingten with the strongest
exprossions of confidence snd esteern. He proposad te sl
the Household, as well as to the members of Goverament, to
Keep their places, which they all did except Lord Conyngham
and the Duke of Monirese. He soon after, however, dis-
missed wost of the equerries, that be might HlI their places
with the members of his own family. Of course such & Ring

wanted not due pralse, and plenty of anecdotes were raked



-

s .lCCBsIO.\'.
"D of g formey generosih'es
Speech ¢ the Coypes

UHCI Wag W
clmmcter be,




4 REIGN OF WILLIAM IV, [Crar. XT.

replied that you certainly would; did not I do right 9’
¢ Certainly, you did quite right.’

He began immediately to do good-natured things, to
provide for old friends and professional adherents, and he
bestowed a pension upon Tierney’s widow. The great offices
of Chamberlain and Steward he abandoned to the Duke of
Wellington. There never was anything like the enthusiasm
with which he was greeted by all ranks; though he has
trotted about both town and country for sixty-four years,
, and nobody ever turned round to look at him, he cannot stir
now without a mob, patrician as well as plebeian, at his heels.
All the Park congregated round the gate to see him drive
into town the day before yesterday. But in the midst of all
this success and good conduct certain indications of strange-
ness and oddness peep out which are not a little alarming,
and he promises to realise the fears of his Ministers that he
will do and say too much, though they flatter themselves
that they have muzzled him in his approaching progress by
reminding him that his words will be taken as his Ministers’,
and he must, therefore, be chary of them.

At the late King’s funeral he behaved with great in-
decency. That ceremony was very well managed, and a fine
sight, the military part particularly, and the Guards were
magnificent. The attendance was not very numerous, and
when they had all got together in St. George’s Hall a gayer
company I never beheld; with the exception of Mount Charles,
who was deeply affected, they were all as merry as grigs.
The King was chief mourner, and, to my astonishment, as he
entered the chapel directly behind the body, in a situation
in which he should have been apparently, if not really,
absorbed in the melancholy duty he was performing, he
darted up to Strathaven, who was ranged on one side below
the Dean’s stall, shook him heartily by the hand, and then
went on nodding to the right and left. He had previously
gone as chief mourner to sit for an hour at the head of the
body as it lay in state, and he walled in procession with his
household to the apartment. I saw him pass from behind
the screen. Lord Jersey had been in the morning to Bushey
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to kiss hands on being made Chamberlain, when he had
received him very gracionsly, told him it was the Duke and
not himself who had made him, but that he was delighted
to have him. At Windsor, when he arrived, he gave
Jersey the white wand, or rather took one from him he bad
provided for himself, and gave it him again with a little
specch.  When he went to sit in state, Jersey preceded him,
und he said when all was ready, ‘Go on to the body, Jersey;
you will get your dress coat as soon as you can.’ The
morning after the funeral, having slept at Frogmore, he
went all over the Castle, into every room in the house, which
hie had never seen before except when he came thereasa
guest; after which be received an address from the ecelesias-
tical bodies of Windsor and Eton, and returned an answer
quite unpremeditated which they told me was excellent.

He is very well with all his family, particunlarly the Duke
of Sussex, but he dislikes and seems to know the Duake of
Cumberland, who is furious at his own discredit. The King
las taken from him the Gold Stick, by means of which he
had usurped the functions of all the other colonels of the
regiments of the Guards, and put himself always about the
Iate King. He says the Duke’s rank is too high to perform
those functions, and has put an end to his services, He las
only put the Gold Sticks on their former footing, and they are
all to take the duty in turn.

In the meantime the Duke of Cnmberland has shown his
tecth in another way. His horses have hitherto stood in the
stables which are nppropriated to the Queen, and the other day
Lord Errol, her new Master of the Xorse, went to her Majesty
and asked her where she chiose her horses should bo; she
said, of course, she knew nothing about il, bat in the proper
place.  Errol then said the Duke of Cumberland’a horses
were in her stables, and could not be got out without an
order from the King. The King was spoken to, and he
commanded the Duke of Leeds to order them out. The
Duke of Leeds took the order to the Duke of Cumberland,
who said ¢ he would be damned if they should go,’ when the
Duke of Leeds enid that he trusted ho would have them
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taken out the following day, as unless he did so he should
be under the necessity of ordering them to be removed by
the King’s groowms, when the Duke was obliged sulkily to
give way. When the King gave the order to the Duke of
Leeds, he sent for Taylor that he might be present, and said
at the same time that he had a very bad opinion of the Duke
of Cumberland, and he wished Le would live out of the
country.

The King’s .good-nature, simplicity, and affability to all
about him are certainly very striking, and in his elevation
he does not forget any of his old friends and companions.
He was in no hurry to take upon himself the dignity of King,
nor to throw off the habits and manners of a country gentle-
man. When Lord Chesterfield went to Bushey to kiss his hand
and be presented to the Queen, he found Sir Jobn and Lady
Gore there lunching, and when theywent away the King called
for their carriage, handed Lady Gore into it, and stood ab
the door to see them off. When Lord Howe came over from
Twickenham to see him, he said the Queen was going out
driving, and should ‘drop him’ at his own house. The
Queen, they say, is by no means delighted at her elevation.
She likes quiet and retirement and Bushey (of which the King
has made her Ranger), and does not want to be a Queen.
Howerver, ¢ Pappétit viendra en mangeant.” He says he does
not want luxury and magnificence, has slept in a cot, and he
has dismissed the King’s cooks, ‘renversé la marmite.” He
keeps the stud (which is to be diminished) because he thinks
he ought to support the turf. He has made Mount Charles
a Lord of the Bedchamber, and given the Robes to Sir C.
Pole, an admiral. Altogether he seems a kind-hearted, well-
meaning, not stupid, burlesque, bustling old fellow, and if
he doesn’t go mad may make a very decent King, but he
exhibits oddities. He would not have his servants in mowrn-
ing—that is, not those of his own family and household—Dbut
he sent the Duke of Sussex to Mrs. Fitzherbert to desire
she would put hers in mourning, and consequently so they
are. The King and she have always been friends, as she
has, in fact, been with all the Royal Family, but it was very
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strange. Yesterday morning he sent for the officer on
guard, and ordered him to take all the muffles off the drums,
the scarfs off the regimentals, snd so to appear on parade,
where he went himself. The colonel would have put the
officer nnder arrest for doing this without his orders, but the
Xing said he was commanding officer of his own guard,
and forbade him. All odd, and people are frightened, but
his wits will at least last till the new Parliament meets.
I sent him a very respectful request through Taylor that he
would pay 3001, all that remained due of the Duke of York’s
debts at Newmarket, which he assented to directly, as soon
as the Privy Purse shonld be settled—very good-natured. In
the meantime it is said that the bastards are dissatisfied
that more is not done for them, but he cannot do much for
them at once, and he must have time. He has done all he
can: he has made Errol Master of the Horse, Sidney a
Guelph and Equerry, George Fitzclarence the same and Adju-
tant-General, and doubtless they will all have their turn. Of
course the stories told about the rapacity of the Conynghams
have been innumerazble. The King’s will excited much
astonishment, but as yet nothing is for certain known about
the money, or what became of it, or what he gave away, and
to whom, in his lifetime.

July 20{h.—Yesterdny-was a very busy day with his
Majesty, who is going much too fast, and begins to alarm
lis Ministers and astonish the world. In the morning he
inspected the Coldstream Guards, dressed (for the first time
in his life) in a military uniform and with a great pair of
gold spurs half-way up his legs like a game-cock, although
he was not to ride, for having chalk-stones in his hands lie
can’t hold the reins. The Queen eame to Lady Bathurst’s to
see the review and hold a sort of drawing-room, when the
Ministers’ wives were presented to her, and official men, to
which were added Lady Bathurst’s relations; everybody was
in undress exeept the officers,  She is very ugly, with a
horrid complexion, but has good wmanners, and did all this
(which she hated) very well.  She said the part as if she
was acting, and wished the green curtain to drop. After



S REIGN OI' WILLIAM IV. {Cnar, XIT.

the review the King, with the Dulkes of Cumberland, Sussex,
and Gloucester, and Prince George and the Prince of Prussia,
and the Duchess of Cumberland’s son, came in through the
garden gate; the Duchess of Gloucester and Princess Augusta
were already there ; they breakfasted and then went away, the
Duke of Gloucester howing to the company while nobody was
taking any notice of him or thinking about him. Nature must
bave been merry when she made this Prince, and in the sort
of mood that certain great artists used fo exhibit in their
comical caricatures; I never saw a countenance which that
line in Dryden’s M<TFlecknoe would so well describe—

And lambent dulness plays around his face.

At one there was to be a Council, to swear in Privy
Councillors and TLords-Lieutenant, and receive Oxford and
Cambridge addresses. The review made it an hour later,
and the Licutenants, who had been summoned at one, and who
are great, selfish, pampered aristocrats, were furious at being
kept waiting, particularly Lord Grosvenor and the Dule
of Newcastle, the former very pecvish, the latter bitter-
humoured. T was glad to see them put to inconvenience.
I never saw so full a Court, so much nobility with acade-
mical tagrag and bobtail. After considerable delay the
King received the Oxford and Cambridge addresses on the
throne, which (having only one throne between them) he
then abdicated for the Queen to seat herself on and receive
them too. She sat it very well, smrrounded by the Princesses
and her ladies and household. When this mob could be got
rid of the table was brought in and the Council held. The
Duke was twice sworn as Constable of the Tower and Lieu-
tenant of Hants ; then Jersey and the new Privy Councillors;
and then the host of Lieutenants six or seven at a time,
or as many as could hold a bit of the Testament. I begged
the King would, to expedite the business, dispense with their
kneeling, which he did, and so we got on rapidly enough;
and I whispered to Jersey, who stood by me behind the King
with his white wand, ¢ The farce is good, isn’t 1t?’ as they
each kissed his hand. I told him their name or county, or
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Doth, and he had a civil word to say to everybody, inviting
some to dinner, promising to visit others, reminding them of
former visits, or something good-humoured; he asked Lord
Egremont’s permission to go ‘and live in his county, at
Brighton.

All this was very well; no great harm in it; more
affuble, less dignified than the late King; but when this
wwas over, and he might very well have sat himself quictly
down and rested, he must nceds put on his plainer clothes
and start on a ramble about the strects, alone too. In
Pall Mall he met Watson Taylor, and took his arm and
went up St. James’s Street, There he was soon followed
by & mob making an uproar, and when he got near White’s
2 woman came up and kissed him. Belfast {who had
been sworn in Privy Councillor in the morning), who saw
this from White’s, and Clinton thought it time to interfere,
and came out to attend upon him. The mob increased, and
always holding W. Taylor’s arm, and flanked by Clinton
and Belfast, who got shoved and kicked about to their in-
expressible wrath, he got back to the Palace amid shounting
and bawling and applause. When he got home he asked
them to go in and take a quict walk in the garden, and said,
€Ol never mind’ all this; when I have walked about a few
times they will get used to it, and will take no notice.’
There are other stories, but I will put down nothing I do not,
sec or hear, or hear from the witnesses. . Belfast told me this
in the Park, fresh from the scene and smarting from the
buffeting he had got. All the Park was ringing with it, and
I told Lady Bathurst, who thought it so serious she said she
would get Lord Bathurst to write to the Duke directly about
it. Lord Combermere wanted to be madea Privy Coun-
cillor yesterday, but the Duke would not let it be done; he
is in o sort of lialf-disgrace, and is not to Le made yet, but
will be by-and-by.

Grove Road, July 21at.—I came and established myself
here last night after the Duchess of Bedford’s ball. Lady
Bathurst told me that the Queen spoke fo lher yesterday
morning about the King's walk and being followed, and
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said that for the future he must walk early in the morning
or in some less public place, so there are hopes that hls
activity may be tamed. He sent George TFitzclarence off
from dinner in his silk stockings and cocked hat to Boulogne
to invite the King of Wmtombew to come here; he was
baclk in fifty-six hours, and might have been in less. He
employs him in cverything, and I heard Titzelarence yester-
day ask the Duke of Leeds for two of his father’s horses to
ride about on his jobs and relieve his own, which the Duke
agreed to, but made a wry face. Mount Charles has refused
to be Lord of the Bedehamber ; his wife can’t bear it, and he
docsn’t like to go to Windsor under such altered circum-
stances. T hardly ever record the scandalous stories of the
day, unless they relate to characters or events, but what re-
Iates to public men is different from the loves and friendships
of the idiots of society.

July 24th.—Went to St. James’s the day before yesterday
for a Council for the dissolution, but there was none. Yes-
terday morning there was an idea of having one, but it is
to-day instead, and early in the morning, that the Ministers
may be able to go to their fish dmne1 at Greenwich, I
called on the Duke yesterday evening to know abount a Coun-
cil, but he counld not tell me. Then came a Mr. Moss (or his
card) while I was there. ¢Whois he?’ I said. ¢Obh,a man
who wants to see me about a canal. I can’t see him. Every-
body will see me, and how the Devil they think I am to see
everyhody, and be the whole morning with the King, and to
do the whole business of the country, I don’t ]mow I am
quite worn out with it.> T longed to tell him that it is this
latter part they would willingly relieve him from.

I met Vesey Fitzgerald, just come from Paris, and had
a long conversation with him about the state of the Govern-
ment; he seems awave of the difficulties and the necessity
of acquiring more strength, of the universal persuasion thab
the Duke will be all in all, and says that in the Cabinet
nobody can be more reasonable and yielding and deferential
to the opinions of his colleagues. Bubt Murray’s appoint-



, -
1830] THE KING GOES DOWN TO PARLIAMENT, 11

ment, he says, was a mistalke,! and no personal consideration
should induce the Duke to sacrifice the interests of the
country by kecping him; it may be disagreeable to dismiss
him, but he must do it. Hay told me that for the many
years he had been in office he had never met with any pullie
officer so totally ineflicient as he, not even Warrender at the
Admiralty Board,

In the meantime the King has had his levee, which was
crowded beyond all precedent. He was very civil to the
people, particularly to Sefton, who had quarrelled with the
late King,

Yesterday he went to the House of Lords, and was
admirably received. I can fancy nothing like his delight at
finding himself in the state coach surrounded by all his
pomp. He delivered the Speech very well, they say, for I
did not go to hear him. He did not wear the orown,
which was carried by Lord Hastings, Etiquette is a thing
he cannot comprehend. He wanted to take the King of
Wiirtemberg with him in his coach, till lie was told it was
out of the question. In his private carriage he continues
to sit backwards, and when he goes with men makes one
sit by bim and not opposite to him. Yesterday, after the
Mouse of Lords, he drove all over the town in an open
caléche with the Queen, Princess Augusta and the King of
Wiirtemberg, and coming home he set down the King
(dropped him, as he culls it) at Grillon’s Hotel. The King of
England dropping another king at o tavern! It is im-
possible not to be struck with his extreme good-nature and
simplicity, which he cannot or will not exchange for the
dignity of his new situation and the trammels of etiquette;
byt he ought to be made to understand that his simplicity
degenerates into vulgarity, and that without departing from
his natural urbanity he may conduct himself s0 n8 not to
lower the character with which he is invested, and which
belongs not to him, but to the country,

1 [Sir George Murray was Secretary of State for the Colozl Ijerte
ment.]



12 REIGN OF WILLIAM IV. [Crar. XI.

At his dinner at St. Jumes’s the other day more people
were invited than there was room for, and some half-dozen
were foreed to sit at a side table. He said to Lord Brown-
low, ¢ Well, when you are flooded (he thinks Lincolnshire is
all fen) you will come to us at Windsor.” To the I'rec-
masons he was rather good. The Dulke of Sussex wanted
him to receive their address in a solemn audience, which he
refused, and when they did come he said, ¢ Gentlemen, if my
love for you equalled my ignorance of everything concerning
you, it would be unbounded,’ and then he added something
good-humoured. The consequence of his trotting about, and
saying the odd things he does, is that there are all sorts of
stories about him which ave not true, and he is always ex-
pected everywhere. In the meantime I believe that poli-
tically he relies implicitly on the Duke, who can make him
do anything. Agar Ellis (who is bustling and active, always
wishing to play a part, and gets mixed up with the politics
of this and that party through his various connections)
told me the other day that he knew the Duke was knocking
at every door, hitherto without success, and that he must
be contented to take a party, and not expect to strengthen
himself by picking out individuals. I think this too, but
why not open his doors to all comers? There are no ques-
tions now to stand in his way; his Government must be re-
modelled, and he may last for ever personally.

July 25th.~—Yesterday at Court at eleven; a Council for
the dissolution. This King and these Councils are very un-
like the last—{ew people present, frequent, punctual, less
coremony observed. Though these Ministers have been in
office all their lives, nobody knew how many days must elapse
before Parliament was summoned; some said sixty, some
seventy days, bub not one Lnew, nor had they settled thé
matter previously; so Lord Rosslyn and I were obliged to
go to Bridgewater House, which was near, and consult the
journals. It has always been fifty-two days of late.

Tn the afternoon another embarrassment. We sent the
proclamations to the Chancellor (one for England and one
for Ireland), to have the Greabt Seal affixed to them; he
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would only affix the Seal to the English, and sent back the
TIrish nnsealed. The Secretary of State would not send it to
Treland without the Great Seal, and all the Ministers were
gone to the fish dinner ab Greenwich, so that there was no
getting at anybody. At last we got it done at Lincoln’s Inn
and sent it off. The fact is, nobody knows his business, and
the Chancellor Jeast of all. The King continues very active;
he went after the Council to Buckingham House, then to the
Thames Tunnel, has immense dinners every day, and the
same people two or three days running. e has dismissed
the late King’s band, and employs the bands of the Guards
every night, who are ready to die of it, for they get no pay
and are prevented earning money elsewherec. The other
night the King had a party, and at eleven o’clock ke dis-
missed them thus: ‘Now, ladies and gentlemen, I wish you
a good might. T will not detain you any longer from your
amusements, and shall go to my own, which is to go to bed;
' so come along, my Queen.’ The other day he was very
angry because the guard did not know him in his plain
ciothes and turn out for him—the first appearance of jealousy
of his greatness he has shown—and Lo ordered them to be
more on the alert for the future.
July 26th.—Still the King; his adventures (for they arc
. nothing else) furnish matter of continual amusement and
astonishment to his liege subjects.  Yesterday morning, or
the evening before, he announced to the Duke of Wellington
that lie should -dine with him yesterday; nccordingly the
Duke was obliged, in the midst of preparations for Lis
breakfast, to get a dinner ready for him. In the momning
he took the King of Wiirtemberg to Windsor, and just at the
hour when the Duke expected him to dinner he was drivizg
through Hyde Park back from Windsor—three barozebos-
and-four, the herses dead knocked up, in the front the iwo
Kings, Jersey, and somebody else, all covered with dzs. Tkhe
whole mob of carriages and horsemen assermbled =
Ilouse to see him pass and to wait till he nimz
Duke, on hearing he was there, rushed dowa =
* and stood in his gate in the middle of gerrzo
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sec him pass. He drove to Grillon’s ‘to drop’ the King of
Wiirtemberg, and at a quarter past eight he arrived at
Apsley House. There were about forty-five men, no women,
half the DMinisters, most of the foreign Ministers, and a
mixture rather indiscriminate. In the evening I was at
Lady Salisbury’s, when arrived the Duke of Sussex, who
gave a short account to Sefton of what had passed, and of
the King’s speech to the company. “Youand I,” he said, ‘arc
old Whigs, my Lord, and I confess I was somewhat as-
tonished to hecar his Majesty’s speech.” I went afterwards
to Crockford’s, where I found Matuscewitz, who gave me a
whole account of the dinner. The two Xings went out to
dinner arm-in-arm, the Duke followed; the King sat between
the King of Wiirtemberg and the Duke. After dinner his
health was drunls, to which he returned thanks, sitting, but
briefly, and promised to say more by-and-by when he should
oive a toast. In process of time he desired Douro to go and
tcll the band to play the merriest waltz they could for the
toast he was about to give. He then gave ‘The Queen of
Wiirtemberg,” with many eulogiums on her and on the
connubial felicity of her and the King; not a very agreeable
theme for his host, for conjugal fidelity is not his forte. At
length he desired Douro to go again to the band and order
them to play ¢ See the conquering hero comes,” and then he
rose. All the company rose with him, when he ordered
overybody to sit down. Still standing, he said that he had
heen so short a time on the throne that he did not know
whether etiquette required that he should spealk sitting or
standing, but, however this might be, he had been long
ased to speak on his legs, and should do so now; he then
proposed the Duke’s health, bub prefaced it with a long
specch—instituted a comparison between him and the Duke
of Marlborough ; went baclk to the reign of Queen Anne, and
talked of the great support the Dule of Marlborough had
received from the Crown, and the little support the Duke of
Wellington had had in the outset of his career, though after
the battle of Vimeiro he had been backed by all the energies
»f the country; that, notwithstanding his difficulties, his
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carcer had been one continued course of victory over the
armies of France; and then recollecting the presence of
Taval, the French Ambassador, he said, ¢ Remember, Duc de
Laval, when I talk of victories over the French armies, they
were not the armies of my ally end friend the King of
France, but of him who had usurped his throne, and
against whom you yourself were combating;’ then going
back to the Dulke’s eareer, and again referring to the com-
parison between him and Marlborough, and finishing by
adverting to his political position, that he had on mounting
the throne found the Duke Minister, and that he had re-
tained bim because he thought his Administration had been
and would be highly beneficial to the country ; that e gave
to him his fullest and most cordial confidence, and that he
announced to all whom he saw around him, to all the Am-
Dassadors and. Ministers of forcign Powers, and to all the
noblemen and gentlemen present, that as long as he should
sit upon the throne he should continue to give him the same
confidence. The Duke returned thanks in a short speeeh,
thanking the King for his confidence and support, and de-
claring tlmt all lns cndeavours would be used to keep this
country in relations of harmony with oiler pations. The
whole company stood aghast at the Kin's extraordinary
speech and declaration, Mntusce\-rif: 1012 =22 ke mever was
so astonishied, that for the world he wo=il =% kave missed
it, and that he would never have believs s if ke had not
heard it.

Falek! gave me o delightfol seonz=z < itk speech and
of Laval. e thought, not undess oz word, that
all the King was saying was co to tke King of
France and the Trench nation, zn darting from hiz
seat to make his acknowledgmer L7 Esterhazy held
Lim down by the tail of his enct, zxd the Kine stapped hin
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with bis hand outstretched, all with great difficulty. He
said it was very comical.

July 27th.—Review in the morning (yesterday), breakfast
at Apsley Housc, chapter of the Garter, dinner at St.
James’s, party in the evening, and ball at Apsley House. I
don’t hear of anything remarkable, and it was so hot I could
not go to anything, except the breakfast, which I just looked
in to for a minute, and found everybody sweating and stuffing
and the royalties just going away. The Dulke of Gloucester
keeps up his quarrel with the Duke; the Dulke of Cumber-
land won’t go to Apsley House, but sent the Duchess and
his boy. The Queen said at dinner the other day to the
Duke of Cumberland, ‘I am very much pleased with you for
sending the Duchess to Apsley House,” and then turned to
the Dulke of Gloucester and said, but I am not pleased with
you for not letting the Duchess go there.” The fool answered
that the Duchess should never go therc; he would not be
reconciled, forgetting that it matters not twopence to the
Dulke of Wellington and a great deal to himself.

I have been employed in settling half-a-dozen disputes of
different sorts, but generally without success, trifling matters,
foolish or violent people, mot worth remembering any of
them. The Chancellor, who does not know his own business,
has made an attack on my office about the proclamations,
but I have vindicated it in a letter to Lord Bathurst.

July 28th.—Yesterday Charles Wynn and 1 settled the
dispute between Clive and Charlton about the Ludlow
matters. Charlton agrees to retire from the contest both in
the Borough and Corporation, and Clive agrees to pay him
1,1251. towards his expenses, and not to oppose the reception
of any petition that may be presented to the House of Com-
mons for the purpose of re-opening the question of the right
of voting. Both parties are very well satisfied with this
termination of their disputes. Met the Chancellor at Lady
Ravensworth’s brealdfast yesterday, who told me he had sent
a rejoinder to my letter to Lord Bathurst about the pro-

clamations.
July 29th.—Yesterday a standing Council at the levee,
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{o swear in Lord Hereford and Vesey TFitzgerald, and to
declare Lord Bathurst President of the Council and the
Duke of Northumberland Lord-Lieutenant of Ircland. Pre-
viously the King received the address of the dissenting
winisters, and then that of the Quakers, presented by
William Allen; they were very prim and respectable persons;
their hats were taken off by each other in the room before
the Throne Room, and they did not bow, though they scemed
half-inclinedto do so; they made a very loyal address, but
without ¢ Majesty,” and said <O King.” There was a question
after his answer what they should do. I thought it was
whether they should kiss Lands, for the Iing said something
to Pecl, who went and asked them, and I heard the King
say, ¢ Oh, just az they like; they ncedn’t if they don’t like;
it’s all one.’

But the great event of the day was the reception of the
King of France’s two decrees, and the address of his
Ministers, who produced them; nothing could surpass the
universal astonishment and consternation. Falck told me
he was veading the newspaper at his breakfast regularly
through, and when he came to this the teacup almost
dropped from his hauds, and he rubbed lis eyes to see
whether he read correctly. Such was the secresy with which
this measure wus conceived and acted on, that Pozza, who &
quicker and has better intelligence than anybody, bad ro
notion of it, as Matuscewitz told me. Aberdeen
through the *Times,’ and had not a line from §
however, is nothing extraordinary., I suspect s
it, for Raikes wrote me 2 note the day before. :
there was not something bad from France. Mat~-
me that Russin would not afford Charles I00 3
support in his new crusade agains:
France, and this he pronounced
tendre. I suspeet the Dake will
The ouly Minister T had a word
Bathurst, whose Tory blosd
n despotic nct, and whi- vz
could not help adding iz

YOL. 11, I
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press when he dissolved the Chambers, then he might have
done it.’

July 30th.—Tverybody anxious for news from France.
A few hope, and still fewer think, the King of France will
succeed, and that the French will submit, but the press
bere joins in grand chorus against the suppression of the
liberty of that over the water. Matuscewitz told me he had
a conference with the Dule, who was excessively annoyed,
but what seems to have struck him more than anything is
the extraordinary secresy of the business, and neither Pozzo
nor Stuart having known one word of it. Up to the last
Polignac has deceived everybody, and put such words into
the King’s mouth that nobody could expect such a coup.
The King assured Pozzo di Borgo the day before that
nothing of the sort was in contemplation. This, like every-
thing else, will be judged by the event—desperate fatuity if
it fails, splendid energy and accurate calculation of oppo-
site moral forces if it succeeds. I judge that it will fail,
because I can see no marks of wisdom in the style of execu-
tion, and the State paper is singularly puerile and weak in
argument. It is passionate and not dexterous, not even
plausible. All this is wonderfully interesting, and will give
us a lively antumn.

The King has been to Woolwich, inspecting the artillery,
to whom he gave a dinner, with toasts and hip, hip, hurrahing
and three times three, himself giving the time. T fremble
for him ; at present he is only a mountebank, but he bids fair
to be a maniac.

Brougham will come in for Yorkshire without a contest;
his address was very eloquent. He is rather mad without a
doubt; his speeches this year have been sometimes more
brilliant than ever they were ; but who with such stupendous
talents was ever so little considered? We admire him as
we do a fine actor, and nobody ever possessed such enormous
means, and displayed a mind so versatile, fertile, and com-
prehensive, and yet had so little efficacy and influence.
He told me just before he left town that Yorkshire had been
proposed to him, but that he had written word he would not
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Rothschild had another courier with later intelligence. The
King had desired to treat, and that proposals might be made
to him; all the Ministers escaped from Paris by a subter-
rancan passage which led from the Tuileries to the river,
and even at St. Cloud the Duke told Matuscewitz that ¢ Mar-
mont had taken up a good military position,’ as if it was a
military and not a moral question. Strange he should think
of such a thing, but they are all terrified to death at the
national {flag and colours, because they see in its train
revolutions, invasions, and a thousand alarms. I own I
would rather have seen an easy traunsfer of the crown to
some other head under the white flag. There was Lady
Tankerville going about to-day enquiring of everybody for
news, trembling for her brother and his brigade.” Late in
the day she got Lady Jersey to go with her to Rothschild,
whom she saw, and Madame Rothschild, who showed her all
theirletters. Tankerville,who is a sour, malignant little Whig
(since become an ultra~-Tory), loudly declares Polignac ought
to be hung. The clections here are going against Govern-
meunt, and no candidate will avow that he stands on Govern-
ment interest, or with the intention of supporting the Duke’s
Ministry, which looks as if it had lost all its popularity.

August 2nd.—Yesterday (Sunday) we had no news and no
reports, except one that Marmont was killed. I never be-
lieve reports. The elections still go against Government. G.
Daswson returned from Dublin ; all the Peels lose their seats.
Fordwich beat Baring at Canterbury by 370 votes. If is
said the King was in a state of great excitement at Wool-
wich the other day, when it was very hot, and he drank a
good deal of wine.

Evening.—This morning, on going into town, I read in
the ¢Times’ the news of the day—the proclamation of the
Provisional Government, the invitation to the Duke of
Orleans, his proclamation, and the account of the con-
versation between Lafitte and Marmont. It is in vain to look
for. private or official information, for the °Times’ always
has the latest and the best; Stuart sends nexi to nothing.
Soon after I got to George Street the Duke of Wellington
came in, in excellent spirits, and talked over the whole
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matter. He said he could not comprehend Tiow the Raynl
Guard had been defeated by the mob, and particularly how
they had been forced to evacuate the Tuileries; that e i
seen English and French troops hold houses whole days not
one-fourth so strong. I said that there could not be u
shadow of doubt that it was Decause they would not fight,
thas if they would have fought they must have beat the
mnob, and reminded him of the French at Madrid, and asked
him if he did not think his regiment would beat all the
populace of London, which he said it would, He described
the whole affuir as it has taken place, and said that there
can be no doubt that the moneyed men of Paris (who are all
aminst the Government) and the Liberals had foreseen o
violent measure on the part of the King, and had organised
the resistance; that on the appearance of the ediets the
bankers simultaneously refused to discount any bills, on
which the great manufacturers and merchants dismissed
their workmen, to the number of many thousands, who in-
flamed the public discontent, and united to oppose the
military and the exccution of the decrces. He said posi-
tively that we should not take any part, and that no other
Government ought or could. He docs not like the Duke of
Orleans, and thinks his proclamation mean and shabby, but
owned that under all eircumstances his election to the crown
would probally be the best thing that could happen. The
Duke of Chartres he had known here, and thought he was
intclligent. The Duke considered the thing as settled, but
did not feel at all sure they would offer the crown to the
Duke of Orleans. He said he could not guess or form an
opinion as to their ulterior proceedings.

After discussing the whole Dlusiness with his usual
rimplicity, he began talking of the Duke of Cumberland and
his resignation of the command of the Blues. Iormerly the
colonels of the two regiments of Life Guards held alter-
nately the Gold Stick, and these two regiments were under
the immedizte orders of the King, and not of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, When the Duke of Wellington retermed
from Spain and had the command of the Blues, the King
insisted upon his taking the duty also; so it wae divided
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into thrce, but {he Blues still continued under the Com-
mander-in-Chief.  But when the Duke of Cumberland
wanted to be continually about the King, he got him to give
him the command of the Household troops; this was at the
period of the death of the Duke of York and the Duke of
Wellington’s becoming Commander-in-Chicf. The Dulke of
Cumberland told the Duke of Wellington that he had ve-
ceived the King’s verbal commands to that effect, and from
that time he alone kept the Gold Stick, and the Blues were
withdvawn from the authority of the Commander-in-Chief.
The Dulke of Wellington made no opposition ; but last year,
during the uproar on the Catholic question, he perceived the
inconvenicnee of the arrangement, and intended to spealk
to the King about it, for the Duke of Cumberland was
concerned in organising mobs to go down to Windsor
to frighten Lady Conyngham and the King, and the Horse
Guards, who would naturally have been called out to suppress
any tumult, would not have been disposable without the
Duke of Cumberland’s concurrence, so much so that on one
particular occasion, when the Kentish men were to have
gone to Windsor 20,000 strong, the Duke of Wellington
detained a regiment of light cavalry who were marching
clsewhere, that he might not be destitute of military aid.
Before, however, he did anything about this with the King
(°I always,” he said, ‘do one thing at a time’) his Majesty
was taken ill and died.

On the accession of the present King the Duke of
Cumberland wished to continue the same system, which his
Majesty was resolved he should not, and he ordered that the
colonels of the regiments should take the Stick in rotation.
He also ordered (through Sir R. Peel) that Lord Combermere
should command the troops at the funeral as Gold Stick.
This the Dulke of Cumberland resisted, and sent down orders
to Lord Cathcart to assume the command. The Duke of
Wellington, however, represented to Lord -Cathcart that he
nad better do no such thing, as nobody could disobey the
King’s orders gone through the Secretary of State, and ac-
cordingly he did nothing. But the King was determined to
put an end to the pretensions of the Duke of Cumberland,



1830 WARDROBE OF GLORGE IV, 23

and spoke to the Duke on the subject, and said that he
would have alt the regiments placed under the orders of the
Commander-in-Chief. The Duke recommended him to re-
place the matter in the state in which it stood before the
Duke of Cumberland’s pretensions had altered it, but he
would not do this, and chose to abide by his original inten-
tion; so the three regiments were placed under the orders of
the Morse Guards like the rest, and the Duke of Cumberland
in consequence resigned the command of the Blues.

Aungust 3rd.—Notwithstanding the above story, the King
dined with tho Duke of Cumberland at Xew yesterday. I
went yesterday to the sale of the Iate King’s wardrobe,
which was numerous enough to fill Monmouth Strect, and
sufliciently various and splendid for the wardrobe of Drury
Lane. Ilo hardly cver gave away anything except bis
linen, which was distributed every year. These clothes ave
the perquisite of his pages, and will fetch a pretty som.
There are all the coats he lag ever had for fifiy ren=s.
300 whips, canes without number, cvery sort of ©=32
costumes of all the orders in Burope, splendil fo==.
hunting-coats and breeches, and among olex Tt 1
dozen pair of corduroy breeches he had wufe =
when Don Miguel was here.  His profusion
was unbounded, hecause ho never puid f
memory was 5o accurate that oue of his
recollected every article of dreve, mo ooz
that they were always fiable {0 be T2
particular coat or other article of pyo=
It is difficult to eay whether iy smem
man was most odious and convams
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was in the closet they bronght her word that Charles X
was od Cherbourg, and had sent for leave to come here ; but
nobody knew yesterdny if this was tirue or not.  In the
afternoon L met Vaudreuil, and had o long conversation witlh
Chim on the stade of things. e said, My family has been
twice ruined by these eursed Bourbons, and I will be damned
if they shall aihird time;” that he had long foreseen the in-
ovilable {tendeney of Polignac’s determination, ever since he
was here, when he had surrounded himself with low agents
and wonld admit no gentleman into his confidence; one of
his affiddés was o man of the name of Carrier, a relation of the
famous Carvier de Nuules. Vaudreuil’s father-in-law had
consulied him many months ago what to do with 300,000
which he had in the French funds, and he advised him to
sell it out and put it in his drawer, whieh he did, sacrificing
the inferest for thai {ime. e had hitherto done nothing,
been near none of the Ministers, fecling that he could say
nothing {0 them; no communieation had been made to him,
bul whenever any should be he intended to reply to it.
Laval ran away just in time, and Vaudreuil was so provoked
ul his ovasion {that he sent after him to say that in such
important cirewmstances he could not take upon himself to
act without, his Awbassador’s instructions. No answer of
course,  He thinks that if this had not taken place o few
years must have terminated the reign of the Bourboens, and
that it is only the difference between sudden and lingering
death: that when he was at Paris he had seen the dissatis-
taetion of the young officers in the Guards, who weve all
Tiberal; and with these sentiments, what a condition they
must have been in when called upon to charge and fire on
the people while seeretly approving of their conduct, ‘entre
lonrs devoivs de citoyens et de militaires !’

T had a conversation with Fitzgerald (Vesey) the other
day about the Government and its prospects. They want
hiwm greatly to return te office, but he 1s going abroad again
for his ho:ﬁth. and I suspeet is not very anxious to come in
just now. when things look gloomy. He thinks they have
acted very injudiciously in sending down candidates to
fwn out their opponents, attempts which generally failed,
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and only served {o exasperate the people interested more
and more against them. Such men as the Grants, as he
said, cannot be kept out of Parliament. But they manage
everything ill, and it is impossible to look at the present
Ministry and watch its acts, and not marvel that the Duke
should think of going on with it. If he does not take
care he will be dragged down by it, whereas if he would,
while it i3 yet {ime, remodel it altogether, and open his
doors 1o all who are capable of serving under him (for all
are ready to take him as chief), he might secure to himself o
long and honourable possession of power, Then it is said
he can’t whistle off these men merely becanse it is con-
venient, but he had better do that than keep them on
bungling through all the business of the country. Besides, T
have some doubts of his tender-heartedness in this respecet.

Goodwood, August 10th.—On Saturday, the 7th, the King
and Quecn breakfasted at Osterley, on their way to Windsor.
They had about sixty or seventy people to meet them, and it
all went off very well, without anything remarkable. T went
to Stoke afterwards, where there was the usual sort of party.

The King entered Windsor so privately that few people
Ymew him, though he made the horses walk all the way from
Frogmore, that he might be seen.  On Saturday and Sunday
the Terrace was thrown open, and the latter day it was
crowded by multitudes and a very gay sight ; there were sen-
tinels on each side of the cast front to prevent people walking
under the windows of the living-rooms, but they might go
where else they liked.  The King went to Bagshot and did not
appear.  All the late King's private drives through the Park
are nlso thrown open, but not to carriages.  We went, how-
ever, o long string of four carriages, to explore, and got
through the whole drive round by Virginia Water, the famous
fishing-pagoda, and saw ali the penetralin of the late King,
whose ghost must have been indignant at secing us (Sefton
particularly) scampering all about his most seeret recesses.
It is an exceedingly enjoyable spot, and pretty, but lias not
g0 much beauty as I expected.

Came here yesterday, and found thirly-fwo people ns-
sembled, T rode over the downs three or four miles (from
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Petworth), and never saw so delightful a country to live in.
There is an elasticity in the air and turf which communicates
itself to the spirits.

In the meantime the French Revolution has been pro-
ceeding rapidly to its consummation, and the Duke of
Orleans is King. DMontrond, who was at Stoke, thinks that
T'rance will gravitate towards a republic, and principally for
this reason, that there is an unusual love of equality, and no
disposition to profit by the power of making majorats, there-
fore that there mever can be anything like an aristocracy.
We are so accustomed to see the regular working of our
constitutional system, with all its parts depending upon
each other, and so closely interwoven, that we have difficulty
in believing that any monarchical government can exist
which is founded on a basis so different. This is the great
political problem which is now to be solved. I thinlk, how-
ever, that in the present settlement it is not difficult to see
the elements of future contention and the working of a
strong democratical spirit. The crown has been conferred
on the Dulke of Orleans by the Chamber of Deputies alone,
which, so far from inviting the Chamber of Peers to discuss
the question of succession, has at the same time decreed a
material alteration in that Chamber itself. It has at a blow
cut off all the Peers of Villéle’s great promotion, which is an
enormous act of authority, although the measure may be
advisable. There is also a question raised of the hereditary
quality of the peerage, and I dare say that for the future
at least peerages will not be hereditary ; not that I think this
signifies as to the existence of an aristocracy, for the con-
stant subdivision of property must deprive the Chamber of
all the qualities belonging to an English House of Lords,
and it would perhaps be better to establish another prin-
ciple, such as that of promoting to the Chamber of Peers
men (for life) of great wealth, influence, and ability, who
would constitute an aristocracy of a different kind indeed,
but more respectable and efficient, than a host of poor
hereditary senators. What great men are Lord Lonsdale,
the Duke of Rutland, and Lord Cleveland! but strip them
of their wealth and power, what would they be? Among
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the most insignificant of mankind; but they all acquire o
fuctitions consideration by the influence they possess to do
good and evil, the extension of it over multitudes of depend-
cnts. The French can have no aristocracy but a personal
one; ours is in the institution; theirs must be individnally
respeetable, as ours is collectively looked up to. In the
meantime it will be deemed a great step gained to have a
monarchy established in France at all, even for the moment,
but some people are alarmed at the escessive admiration
which the French Revolation has exeited in Englang, and
there is o very gencral conviction that Spain will speedily
follow the example of France, and probably Belgium also.
Italy T don’t believe will throw off the yoke; they Iave
neither spirit nor unanimity, and the Austrian military force
is too great to be resisted.  But Austra will tremble and sce
that the great victory which Liberalism has gained las
decided the question as to which principle, that of light or
darkness, shall prevail for the future in tho world.

Tondon, Augnst 14th.—Stayed at Goodwood till the 12th;
went to Brighton, riding over the downs from Goodwood to
Arundel, & delightful ride.  How much T prefer England to
Ttaly ! There we have mountains and sky ; here, vegetation
and verdure, fine trecs and soft turf; and in the long run
the Iatter are the most enjoyable. Yesterday came to
London from Brighton; found things much as they were, but
almost everybody gone out of town. The French are pro-
ceeding steadily in the reconstruction of their Government,
but they have evinced o strong demoeratical spirit.  Thenew
Ting, too, conducts himself in a way that gives me a bad
opinion of him; he is too complaisant to the rage for
equality, and stoops more than he need do; in fact, hie over-
does it. It is o piece of abominably bad taste (to say no
warse) to have conferred n pension on the author of the
Marseillaise hymn ; for what ean be worse than to rake up
the old nshies of Jacobinisin, and what more necessary than
to distingnish s much as possible this Revolution from that
of 176892 Then he need not be more familiar ns King than
hie ever was as Duke of Orleans, and nffect the manners of o
citizen and o plainness of dress and demeanour very suitable
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10 an Ameriean President, but unbeecoming a descendant of
Louis XIV.!

The new Charter is certainly drawn up with great modera-
tion, the few alterations which have heen made approxi-
mating it {o the’ spivit of the English Constitution, and in
the whole of the proceedings the analogics of our Revolution
have been pretty closely followed. But there has been a
remarkable deviation, which I think ominous, and I can’t
imagine how it has escaped with so little animadversion
here.  That is the cavalier manner in which the Chamber of
Peers has been treated, for the Deputies not only assumed
all the functions of government and legislation, and disposed
by their authority of the crown without inviting the con-
currence of the other Chamber, but at the same time they
exercised an cnormous act of authority over the Chamber of
Teers itself in striking off the whole of that great promotion
of Charles X., which, however unwise and perhaps uncon-
stitutional, was perfectly legal, and those Peers had, in fact,
as good a right to their peerages as any of their colleagues.
They have reconstrueted the Chamber of Peers, and conferred
upon it certain rights and privileges; but the power which
can create can also destroy, and it must be pretty obvious
after this that the Upper Chamber will be for the future
nothing better than a superior Court of Judicature, depending
for its existence upon the will of the popular branch. There
are some articles of the old Charter which I am astonished
at their keeping, but which they may possibly alter at the
revision which is to talke place next year, those particularly

! [Surprise has been expressed by two critics of this work that Mr,
“Greville should have styled Louis Philippe a descendant of Louis XIV.,
and that I should have left the passage uncorrected. Iut for this strange
criticisin, I should have thought it uwunecessary to state that the Duke of
Orleans, afterwards Regent, from whom Louis Philippe was fourth in descent,
maried Mademoiselle de Blois, a daughter of Louis XIV. and Madame
de Montespan ; and that the mother of Louis.Philippe was the daughter
of the Duc de Penthigvre, son of the Count de Toulouse and grandson of
Touis XIV. Louis Philippe therefore was a descendant of Louis XIV. by
both father and mother, and his mother was great-granddaughter to the
King. The family likeness of Louis Philippe to his great ancestor was cer-
iainly remarkable. IIe himself was proud of it, though it came through
¢les biitards’; and it may still be traced in some of his descendants. ]
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which limit the entrance to the Chamber of Depulies 1o men
of forly, and which give the initiation of laws to the King,
But on the whole it is a good sign that they should alter so
Jittle, and looks like extreme caution and a dislike to rapid
and violent changes.

In the meantime we hear nothing of the old King, who
marclies slowly on with his family. It has been reported in
London that Polignac is here, and also that he is taken.
Nobody knows the truth, I lLave hieard of his behaviour,
however, which was worthy of his former imbeeility, Il
remained in the same preswinptuous confidence wp to the
last moment, telling those who implored him to retract while
it was still time that they did not know Franee, that he did,
that it was essentially Royalist, and all resistance wonll I
over ina day or two, till the whole rain burst on him at
once, when he became like a man awakened from a dream,
utterly confounded with the magnitude of tho calumily and
s pusillanimous and miserable ns he had befora heen bliml
and confident. It must be owned that their end has been
worthy of the rest, for not one of them has evineed pood
{eeling, or magnanimity, or courage in their fall, nor excited
the least sympathy or commiseraticn. The Duke of Yitz-
james made a good speech in dbe Chozclor 4 Peers, and
Chateoubriand o very fine one a S Zozr BeDore, full of
cloquence in support of the deim of The Doz o8 Bovdeany
against that of Louis Philippes L.

In the meantime our elertions hiee 1= 1577 7
Government, and the signs of the thper 0 27
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few days before) asked the King to allow her to take Stanislas
Potocki to sce Virginia Water in a carriage, which is not
allowed, but which his Majesty agreed to. Accordingly we
starled, and going through the private drives, went up to the
door of the fent opposm, thc fishing-house. They thought it
was the Queen coming, or at any rate a party from the Castle,
for the man on hoar d the little frigate hoisted all the colours,
and the boatmen on the other side got ready the royal harge
1o take us across. We went all over the place on hoth sides,
and were delighted with the luxury and beauty of the whole
thing. On one side are a number of tents, communicating
logether in separate apartments and forming a very good
liouse, a dining-room, drawing-room, and several other small
rooms, very well furnished; across the water is the fishing-
collare, beautifully ornamented, with one large room and a
dressing-room on cach side; the kitchen and offices arc in a
garden full of flowers, shut out from everything. Opposite
ihe windows is moored o large boat, in which the band used
{o play during dinner, and in summer the late Xing dined
every day either in the house or in the tents. We had
scarcely seen everything when Mr., Turner, the head keeper,
arrived in great haste, having spied us from the opposite side,
and very angry at our carriages having come there, which is
a thing forbidden; he did not know of our leave, nor could
we even salisfy him that we were not to blame.

The next day I called on Batchelor (he was valet de
chambre to the Duke of York, afterwards to George IV.),
who has an exccllent apartment in the Lodge, which, he
said, was once occupied by Nell Gwynne, though I did not
Inow the lodge was built at that time. I was there a
couple of hours, and heard all the details of the late King’s
illness and other things. Tor many months before his death
those who were about him were aware of his danger, but
nobody dared to say a word. The King liked to cheat
people with making them think he was well, and when he
had been at a Council he would return to his apartments
and tell his wvalets de chambre how he had deceived them.
During his illness he was generally cheerful, but occasionally
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dejected, and constantly talked of his brother the Duke of
York, and of the similarity of their symptoms, and was
always comparing them. He had been latterly more civil
to Knighton than he used to be, and Knighton’s attentions
{0 him were incessant ; whenever he thought himself worse
than usual, and in immediate danger, he always sent for
Sir William. Lady Conyngham and her family went into
his room onece a day; till his iliness he always used to
gonnd sit in hers, It is true that last year, when she was
so ill, she was very antious to leavo the Castle, and it was
Sir Williain Knighton who with great difficulty induced her
to stay there. At that time sho was in wretched spirits,
and did nothing but pray from morning till night., However,
her conscience does not seem ever to have interfered with
. her ruling passion, avarice, nud ghe went on accumulating.
Daring the last illness wagons were loaded every night and
sent away from the Castle, but what their contents were was
not known, at least Batchelor did not say. All Windsor
Lnew this, Those servants of the King who were about his
person had opportunities of hearing a great deal, for he used
to talk of everybody before them, and without reserve or
measure.

This man Batchelor had become a great favourite with the
late Wing. The first of his pages, William Holihes, had for
some time been prevented by ill health from attending him.
Holmes had been with him from & boy, and was also n great
favourite; by appointments and perquisites he had as much
a3 12,0001 or 14,0001 a year, but he had spent so0 much in
all sorts of debauchery and living like a gentleman that he
was nearly ruined,  There seems to hinve been no end to the
tracasseries between these men; their anxiety to get wlat they
could out of the King's wardrobe in the Jast weels, and their
dishonesty in the matter, were excessive, all which he told
me in great detail, The King was more than anybody the
slave of habit and open to impressions, and even when he
did not like peop'e he continued to keep them about him
rather than change.

While T was at Stoke news came that Charles X, bad
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arrived off Portsmouth. He has asked for an asylum in
Austria, but when once he has landed here he will not move
again, I dare say. The enthusiasm which the French Revolu-
tion produced is beginning to give way to some alarm, and
not a little disgust at the Duke of Orleans’ conduct, who
seems anxious to assume the character of a Jacobin King,
affecting extreme simplicity and laying aside all the pomp
of royalty. I don’t think it can do, and there is certainly
enough to cause serious disquietude for the future.
Sefton in the meantime told me that Brougham and
Lord Grey were prepared for a violent opposition, and that
they had effected a formal junction with Huskisson, being
convinced that no Government could now be formed without
him. I asked him if Palmerston was a party to this junction,
and he said Le was, but the first thing I heard when I got
to town was that a negotiation is going on between Pal-
merston and the Duke, and that the former takes every
opportunity of declaring his goodwill to the latter, and how
unshackled he is. Both these things can’t be true, and time
will show which is. It seems odd that Palmerston should
abandon his party on the eve of a strong coalition, which is
not unlikely to turn out the present Administration, but it is
quite impossible to place any dependence upon public men
now-a-days. Thereis Lord Grey with his furious opposition,
having a little while ago supported the Duke in a sort of
way, having advised Rosslyn to take office, and now, because
his own vanity is hurt at not being invited to join the Govern-
ment, or more consulted at least, upon the slight pretext of the
Galway Bill in the last Parliament he rushes into rancorous
opposition, and is determined to give no quarter and listen to
no compromise. Brougham is to lead this Opposition in the
House of Commons, and Lord Grey in the Lords, and nothing
is to be done but as the result of general deliberation and
agreement, Brougham in the meantime has finished his
triumph at York in a miserable way, having insulted Martin
Stapylton on the hustings, who called him to account, and
_then he forgot what he had said, and slunk away with a dis-
claimer of unintentional offence, as usunal beginning with in-
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temperance and ending with submission.  His speeches wero
never good, but at his own dinner he stated so mauy untruths
about the Duke of Wellington that his own partisans bawled
out ‘No, no,’ and it was a complete failure. His whole
spirit there was as bad as possible, paltry and commonplace.
That man, with all his talents, never can or will do in any
situation ; Tie is base, cowardly, and unprincipled, and with
all the execrable judgment which, I believe, often flows from
the perversion of moral sentiment. Nobody ean admire hus
genius, eloquenee, varicty and extent of information, and the
charm of his socicty more than T do; but his faults are
glaring, and tho effects of them manifest to anybody who
will compare his means and their results,

August 23rd.—General Baudrand is come over with a
letter from King Louis Philippe to King William. He saw
the Duke and Aberdeen yesterday. Charles X. goes to Lul-
worth Castle. TWhat are called mederate people are greatly
alarmed at the aspecet of affairs in France, but T think thelaw
{which will be carried) of abolishing capital punisl t in
political casesis calenlated to tranquillise men’s minds every-
where, for it draws such a line between the old and the new
Revolution.  The Ministers will be tried and banished, but no
blood spilt. Lord Anglesey went to see Charles X., and told
him openly his opinion of his conduct. The King laid it all
upon Polignac. The people of Paris wanted to send over o
deputation to thank the English for their sympathy and
ussistanee—a, sort of fraternising affair—but the King would
not permit it, which was wisely done, and it i n good thing
to see that he can ewmb in some degree that spirit; this
Vaudreuil told me last night. It would have given great
offenice and caused great alarm here.

August 28h—Alvanley had a letter from Montrond
yesterday from Paris.  We was with M. Molé when & letter
was brought him from Poliguae, beginning, ¢Mon cher
Colltzue, and saying that he wrote to him to ask his
advice what ke had Letter do, that he showld have liked to
retire to his own estate, but it was too near Parisy that he
should like to go into Alsace, and that he begged lie would
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arrange it for him, and in the meantime send him some
boots, and shirts, and breeches.

The French King continues off Cowes, many people visit-
ing him. They came off without clothes or preparation of
any kind, so much so that Lady Grantham has been obliged
to furnish Mesdames de Berri and d’Angouléme with every-
thing ; it seems they have plenty of money. The King says
he and his son have retivred from public life ; and as to his
grandson, he must wait the progress of events ; that his con-
science reproaches him with nothing.

The dinner in St. George’s Hall on the King’s birthday
was the finest thing possible—all good and hot, and served
on the late King’s gold plate. There were one hundred
people at table. After dinner the King gave the Duke of
Wellington’s health, as it was the anniversary of Vimeiro;
the Dukes of Cumberland and Gloucester turned their
glasses down. I can’t agree with Charles X. that it would
be better to ¢travailler pour son pain than to be King of
England.’

I went yesterday all over Lambeth Palace, which has
been nearly rebuilt by Blore, and admirably done; one of
the best houses I ever saw. Archbishop Juxon’s Hall has
been converted into the library of the Palace, and is also a
fine thing in its way. It is not to cost above 40,000/. The
Lollards’ Tower, which is very curious, with its iron rings, and
the names of the Lollards written on the walls, is not to be
touched.

At wight.—Went to Lady Glengall’s to meet Marmont.
He likes talking of his adventures, but he had done his Paris
tallk before I got there ; howerver, he said a great deal about
old campaigning and Buonaparte which, as well as I recol-
lect, I will put down.

As to the battle of Salamanca, he remarked that, without
meaning to detract from the glory of the English arms, he
was inferior in force there ; our army was provided with every-
thing, well paid, and the country favourable, his ¢ dénuée de
tout,” without pay, in & hostile country ; that all his provi-
sions came from a great distance and under great escorts,
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and his communications were Jkept up in the same way. Of
Russia, ke said that Buonaparte’s army was destroyed by the
time he got o Moscosw, destroyed by famine; that there were
two ways of malking war, by slow degrees with magarines,
or by rapid movements and reaching places where abundant
means of supply and reorganisation were to be found, as he
had done at Vienna and elscwhere, but in Russia supplies were
not to be had. Napoleon had, however, pusbed on with the
same rapidity and destroyed his armmy, Marshal Davoust (I
think, but am not sure) had a corps d'ermée of 80,000 men,
and reached Moscow with 15,000 ; the caralry were 50,000
sabres, at Moscow they were 6,000. Somebody asked him
if Napoleon’s generals had not dissuaded him from going to
Russia. Marmont said no; they liked it ; but Napoleon ought
to have stopped at Smolensk, made Poland independent, and
levied 50,000 Cossacks, the Polish Cossacks being better than
the Russian, who would have kept all his communications
clear, and allowed the French army to repose, and then he
would have done in two campaigns what he wished to accom-
plisk in one; instead of which he never would deal with
Poland liberally, but held back with ulterior views, and never
got the Poles cordiallywith him.  Of the campaign of 1813 he
said that it was ill.conducted by Napoleon and full of faults;
his creation of the army was wonderful, and the battle of
Dresden would liaye been o great movement if he had not
suddenly abandoned Vandamme after pushing him'on to ent
off the retreat of the Allies, It was an immense fault to
leave all the garrisons in the Prussian and Saxon fortresses.
The campaign of 1814 was one of his most brilliant, He
(Marmont) commanded a corps d'armde, and fought in most
of the celebrated actions, but lie never had 4,000 men; at
Paris, which he said wag € the most honourable part of his
whole earcer,” he lad 7,500.8 Napoleon committed a great
fault in throwing kimself into the rear as he did; he should
have fallen back uwpon Parls, where his own presence would

¥ [This asertion of Marmont's is the more curious, as it was to his
allesed treachery that Napolzon whon at Dontainebleau choss to saeribo bis
defeal]
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have Dbeen of vast importance, and sent Marmont into the.
rear with what troops he could collect. I repeatcd what the
Duke of Wellington had once told me, that if the Emperor
had continued the same plan, and fallen back on Paris, he
would have obliged the Allies to retreat ; and asked him what
he thought. Herather agreed with this, but said the Emperor
had conceived one’ of the most splendid pieces of strategy
that ever had been devised, which failed by the disobedience
of Eugene. e sent orders to Bugene to assemble his army, in -
which he had 35,000 French troops, to amuse the Austrians
by a negotiation for the evacuation of Italy; to throw the
Ttalian troops into Alessandria and Mantua ; to destroy the
other fortresses, and going by forced marches with his French
troops, force the passage of Mont Cenis, collect the seattered
corps d’armée of Augereau (who was near Lyons) and another
TFrench general, which would have made his force amount to
above 60,000 men, and burst upon the rear of the Allies, so
as to cut off all their communications. These orders he sent
to Bugene, but Bugene ‘révait d’étre roi d’Italie aprés sa
chute,” and he sent his aide-de-camp Tascher to excuse him-
self. The movement was not made, and the game was up.
Lady Dudley Stewart was there, Lucien’s daughter and
Buonaparte’s niece. Marmont was presented to her, and she
heard him narrate all this; there is something very simple,
striking, and soldierlike in his manner and appearance. He
is going to Russia.

He was very communicative about events at Paris,
lamented his own ill-luck, involved in the business against
his wishes and feelings ; he disapproved of Polignac and his
measures, and had no notion the ordonnances were thought of.
In the morning he was going to St. Germain for the day,
when his aide-de-camp brought him the newspaper with the
ordonnances il tomba de son haut. Sooun after the Dauphin
sent to him fo desire that, as there might be some
¢vitres cassées,” he would take the command of the troops.
Directly after the thing began. He had 7,000 or 8,000 men ;
not a preparation had been made of any sort ; they had never
thought of resistance, had not consulted Marmont or any



1830} CRADOCK'S MISSION TO CIHARLES X. 37

military man; he soon found how hopeless the case was,
and sent eight estafettes to the King one after another
during the action to tell him so and implore him to stop
while it was time. They never returned any answer. He
then rode out to St. Cloud, where he implored the King to
yicld. It was not till after seven hours’ pressing that he
consented to name M. de Mortemart Minister, but would not
withdraw the edicts. He says that up to Wednesday night
they would have compromised and accepted M. de Mortemart
and the suppression of the edicts, but the King still de-
murred. On Wednesday night he yielded, but then the com-
munications were interrupted. That night the meeting at
the Palais Royal took place, at which the King’s fate was
determined; and on Thursday morning, when lis offers
arrived, it was too late, and they would no longer treat.
Marmont said Lie had been treated with the greatest ingrati-
tude by the Court, and lLad taken leave of them for ever—
coldly of the King and Dauphin ; the Duchess of Berrialone
shook hands with him and thanked him for his services and
fidelity. IIc says never man was so unlucky, that hie was
naréchal de quartier and could not refuse to serve, but he
only acted on the defensive; 2,000 of the troops and 1,500
of the populace were killed. The Swiss did not behave well,
but the Lanciers de la Garde beautifully, and all the troops
were neting against their feelings and opinions. Marmont
said that Stuart had sent Cradock to Charles X, to desire
he would go ns slowly as he could, to give time for a reaction
which lie expected would take place. Cradock did go to the
King, but I rather doubt this story.!

* [Colanel Cradock (the late Lord Howden) was eent by the Am-
brssador to the King, and hal an audience nt Ramboullet, but it was at
A SO R PATI - D
: ; e s L - o

be proclaimed Kiog under the regency of the Duko of Orleads, Louis
Thilippe offered tosupport this armngement, and to carry on the Government
as Regent, if Charles X, sanctioned it. The King reccived the communi-
cation in bed. The Duchess of Anzoulime was consulted, and vebemently
oppoved the acheme, because, said she, speaking of the Orleans family, ¢ils
sout toujours lus mémee,’ and she yeferred to the preprsterousatories curreat
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August 27th.—At Court the day before yesterday; Par-
liament was prorogued and summoned. General Baudrand
came afterwards and delivered his letter, also a private letter
¢from the Dulke of Orleans to the Dulke of Clarence >—as the
French King called them, ‘anciens amis.’ He was well
received and well satisfied. T never knew such a burst of .
indignation and contempt as Polignac’s letter has caused—
aletter to the President of the Chamber of Peers. As Dudley
says, it has saved history the trouble of crucifying that man,
and speaks volumes about the recent events. Such a man to
have been Prime Minister of France for a year!

August 29th.—Dined with Dudley the day before yester-
day to meet Marmont, who is made very much of here by the
few people who are left. He bad been to Woolwich in the
morning, where the Duke of Wellington had given orders
that everything should be shown to him, and the honours
handsomely done. He was very much gratified, and he
found the man who had pointed the gun which wounded
him at Salamanca, and who had since lost his own arm at
‘Waterloo. Marmont shook hands with him and said, ¢ Ab,
mon ami, chacun a son tour.” ILady Aldborough came in
in the evening, and flew up to him with ¢Ah, mon cher
Maréchal, embrassez-moi;’ and soafter escaping the cannon’s
mouth at Paris, he was obliged to face Lady Aldborough’s
mouth bere. This was my first dinner at Dudley’s, brought
about malgré lui by Lady Glengall. He has always disliked
and never invited me, but now (to all appearance) we are
friends. " He said he had been to see an old man who lives
near the world’s end—Chelsea—whois 110 years old ; he has
a good head of hair, with no grey hairs in it; his health,
faculties, and memory perfect; is Irish, and has not lived
with greater temperance than other people. I sat next to
Palmerston, and had a great deal of conversation with him,
and from the tenour of his language infer that he has no

at the time of the death of the Duc de Bourgogne, and the regency of 1715.
The offer was therefore rejected. These facts were not known to DMr.
Greville at the time, nor till long afterwards, but they confirm his informa-
tion that ¢ Cradock did go to the King.’]
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idea of joining Government. Agar EBis assured me the
other day that there was not a word of truth in the reported
Jjunction between Lord Grey and Huskisson, The Duoke has
got two months to make his arrangements, but I am afraid he
is not prepared for all the sacrifices his position requires.
Itisnowsaid that the exasperation agninst the late Ministers
(particularly Polignac) is so great in France that it is doubt~
ful whether they will be able to save their lives.
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CIIAPTER XII.

The Belgian Revolution—The Duke of Wellington and Canning—The
]\m"s Plate—Gloomy Iorchodings—ettent of the Prince of Oraurre—~
Puncu f[‘nlle;mnd—-)’oqt10n of the Government—Death of Huskisson—
IIis Character—The Duke of Wellington and Peel—Meeting of Parlia-
ment—The Dule's Declaration—The King's Visit to the City aban-
doned—Disturbances in London—Duchesse de Dino—The Cholera—
Southey, Henry Taylor, John Stuart Mill—Dinner at Talleyrand’s—The
Dule of Wellington resigns—2r. Dathurst made Junior Clerk of.the
Council—Lord Spencer and TLord Grey sent for—IFormation of Lord
Grey's Administration—Discontent of Brougham—DBrougham talkes the
Great Seal—Character of the New Ministers—Irospects of the Oppo-
sition—Disturbances in Sussex and ITampshire—Lord Grey and Lord
Brougham—Lord Scfton’s Dinner—The New Ministers sworn at a

Council,

Stoke, August 31st.—On Sunday I met Prince Esterhazy !
in Oxford Street with a face a yard long. He turned baclk
with me, and told me that there had been disturbances at
Brussels, but that they had been put down by the gen-
darmerie. He was mightily alarmed, but said that his
Government would recognise the French King directly, and
in return for such general and prompt recognition as he was
receiving he must restrain France from countenancing re-
volutions in other countries, and that, indeed, he had lost
no time in declaring his intention to abstain from any
meddling. In the evening Vaudreuil told me the same
thing, and that he had veceived a despatch from M. Molé
desiring him to refuse passports to the Spaniards who
wanted, on the strength of the French Revolution, to go
and foment the discontents in Spain, and to all other

1 [Prince Paul Esterhazy, Austrian Ambassador at the Court of St.
James for many years.]
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foreigners who, being dissatisfied with their own Govern-
ments, could not obtain passports from their own Ministers.
Yesterday morning, bowerer, it appeared that the affair at
Brassels was much more serious than Esterhazy had given
me to understand; and, as far as can be judged from the
unoflicial statements which we have, it appears likely that
Belgium will separate from Holland altogether, it being very
doubtful whether the Belgian troops will support the King’s
Government. .

Madame de Falck is just come, but brings no news.
Falck! has heard nothing. He left Holland before the out-
break, In the event of such a revolution, it remains to be
seen what part Prussia will take, and, if she marches an
army to reduce Belginm to obedience, whether the Belgians
will not make overtures to France, and in that case whether
King Louis Philippe will be able to restruin the Freneh from
seizing such a golden opportunity of regaining their former
fronticr; and if they accept the offer, whether a general war
in Europe will not ensue.

In these difficult circumstances, and in the midst of pos-
sibilities so tremendous, it is awful to reflect upon the very
moderate portion of wisdom and sagacity which is allotted
to those by whom our affairs are managed. I am by no
means ecasy s to the Duke of Wellington’s sufficiency to
meet such difficultics; the habits of his mind are not those
of patient investigation, profound knowledge of human
nature, and cool, discriminating sagacity. He is exceedingly
quick of apprehension, but deceived by his own quickness
into thinking he knows more than he does. He has amaz-
ing confidence in himsélf, which is fostered by the deference
of those around him and the long experience of his military
successes, He is upon ordinary occasions right-lheaded and
sensible, but he is beset by weaknesses and passions which
must, and continnally do, Vlind his judgment. Above all he
wants that suavity of manuer, that watehfulness of obser-
vation, that power of taking great and enlarged views of
events and charcters, and of weighing opposite interests

* [Berea Falck, Datch Minister a2 the Court of 8t Jamed]
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and probabilit.ies, which are essentially necessary in circum-
stances so dehcat.e, and in which one false step, any hasty
measure, or even incautious expression, may be attended with
consequences of immense importance. T feel Justified in this
view of his political fitness by contemplating the whole
courge of his career, and the signal failure which has marked
all his foreign policy. If Canning were now alive we might
hope to steer through these difficulties, but if he had lived
we should probably never have been in them. He was the
only statesman who had sagacity to enter into and com-
prehend the spirit of the times, and to put himself at the
head of that movement which was no longer to be arrested.
The march of Liberalism (as it is called) would not be
stopped, and this he knew, and he resolved to govern and
lead, instead of opposing dt. The idiots who so rejoiced at
the removal of this master mind (which alone could have
saved them from the effects of their own folly) thought to
stem the torrent in its course, and it has overwhelmed them.
It is unquestionable that the Duke has too much participated
in their sentiments and passions, and, though he never mixed
himself with their proceedings, regarded them with a favour-
able eye, nor does he ever seem to have been aware of the
immensity of the peril which they were incurring. The
urgency of the danger will unquestionably inerease the im-
patience of those who already think the present Government
incapable of carrying on the public business_, and n.ow that
we are placed in a situation the most intricate (S{nce the
French Revolution) it is by no means agreeable to think that
such enormous interests are at the mercy of the Duke’s
: ard squad.

rm]geftgn ;:We me an account of the dinner in S.t‘ George’s
Hall on the King’s birthday, which was magnificent—ex-

cellent and well served. Bridge! came down with the plate,

: o the dinner behind the great wine-cooler,
P efton afterwards that

There is another

and was hid
which weighs 7,000 ounces, and he told 8

the plate in the room was worth 200,000%.

1 [Of the House of Rundell and Bridge, the great silversmiths and

jewellers of the day.]
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service of gold plate, which was not used at all. The King
has made it all over to the Crown. All this plate was
ordered by the late King, and never used ; his delight was
ordering what the public had to pay for,

September 9th.—Came from Stoke, the day nfter the
Esham races, and went to Brocket Hall on Saturday last;
returned the day before yesterday. Nothing can exceed the
interest, the excitement, the consternation which prevail
Jiere.  On Saturday last the funds suddenly fell near three
per cent.; no cause apparent, a thousand reports, and a panie
ou the Stock Exchange, At last on Monday it appeared
that the Emperor of Russin had, on the first intelligence of
the revolution in France, prolibited the tricoloured cockade
and ordered all Russian subjects to quit France. As we
went down on Saturday Henry told me that there had been
alarming accounts from the manufacturing districts of o
disposition to rise on the part of the workmen, which had
kept Lord Hill in town; and this I fancied was the cause of
the fall, but it was the Russian business. They have since,
however, rallied to nearly what they were before. At Brocket
I had « long conversation with my brother-in-law,! who is
never very communicative or falkative, but he takes a
gloomy view of everything, not a little perhaps tinctured by
the impending ruin which lie foresees to his own property
from the Liverpool Railroad, which is to be opened with great
ceremony on the 15th; moreover he thinks the Government
80 weak that it cannot stznd, and expects the Duke will be
compelled to resign.  He has already offered him his place,
to dispose of in any way that may be useful to him. I said
that X thought one of the Duke’s greatest misfortuncs was
his having no swise head to consult with in 21l emergencies;
this he said was very true, for there was nobody who
would even speak to him nbout anything; that Pecl, who

! [Lond Trancis Xzerton, afterwards First Xarl of Ellesmere, proprietor
of tho Bridgrwater Estates and Canal, which was threatened by the com-
petition of tho newly-made Liverpool and Manchester Railwas.  Lonl
Francia held the office of Secretary at War in 180 for & very short time,

having previously been Irish Sveretary when Lond Anglesey was Iand
Lieutepant.)
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was-the man who might naturally be expected to put him-

sz?lf forward, never would ; and that repeatedly he had got

him (Francis) to go to or write to the Duke about some

matter or other on which it vas necessary to refer to him,

In the business of Huskisson, Huskisson himself was mosh

anxious to have it made up, and wished Peel to speak to the

Duke; but Peel would not stir, nor would Dudley, and it .
ended in Francis’ being charged with the negotiation, the

result of which everybody knows.

In the meantime the affairs of Belgium are in a very

critical state; the Prince of Orange has entirvely failed in
reducing the malcontents to submission, and after passing
two or three days at or near Brussels in fruitless negotiation
and the interchange of proud civilities, he was obliged to
retive and carry back to the King a propcsal that Belgium
and Holland should be separated and a Federal Union
established between them. Tastnight, however, a proclama-
tion of the King appeared, well drawn up, and couched in
firm, temperate, and sensible language, in which he declares
that he will do all that the circumstances of the case may
render necessary, but that all shall be referred to the States-
Gtencral, and they shall decide upon the measures to b‘e
-adopted. This will probably excite great discontent,. and it
is at least doubtful whether the Belgian Deputies will con-
sent to go to the Hague at all. My belief is that t%lis pro-
clamation is the result of encouragement from Prussia.

The night before Jast I had a letter from the Duc de
Dalberg with a very sensible view of.the state of France 'z‘z‘nd
of affairs generally in Europe, auguring well of the stab.mtyf*‘
of the present Government, provided the other P.O“.Tels oI

o nothing to distwrb the general tranquillity.
I read in the newspaper of
e Ambassador here. He

Turope d
never was s0 astonished as WI:leIé ]

intment of Talleyrand 1o . i
fxifs: 1{)1;0;122181- eighty than seventy, ‘and though lgs facgllzij
are said to be as bright as ever (Wh}ch I doub;;), lzls t:c;xink -
{ies are so great that it is inconceivable he s 1{?}11 ! think
leaving his own home, and a,‘bove aﬂ.foila,noDzibgrg toiyd,
where public representation 18 unavoidable.
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me that several of the Mlinisters are going out—Guizot,
Marshal Gérard, and Baron Louis, the two latter arcablés
with tho fravail, and the first unused to and unfit for official
business;! Louis is seventy-three.

In the meantime the Duke does nothing here towards
strengthening his Government, and he will probably meet
Parliament a3 he is. There are some circumstances in his
fuvour, and T think it possible he may still extricate himself
from his difficultics. There is unquestionably a notion
amongst many persons (of the aristocracy) that he is the
only man to rely upon for governing this country in the
midst of difficultics. T is hard to say upon what this feeling
(for it is more of o feeling than an opinion) is founded ; not
certainly upon any experience of his abilities for government
cither as to principles or the details of particular branches
of business, or his profound, dispassionate, and statesmanlike
sagacity, but upon certain vague predilections, and the con-
fidence which lie has infused into others by his own firm,
manly, and even dictatorial character, and the recollection
of his military exploits and splendid caveer, which have not
yet Jost their power over the iminds of men, and to this
must be added his great influence over the late and present
sovereign.

The short session which will begin on the 26th of
October will be occupicd with the Regeney and Civil List,
and it is probable that both those matters will be produced
in o form to give gencral satisfaction; that will be strength
as far as it goes. The Tories are alarmed at the general
aspect of affuirs, and I doubt whether they will not forget
their ancient grievances and antipathies, and, if they do not
support the Government, abstain st least from any violent
opposition, the result of which could only be to let in the
Whigs, of whose principles they have the greatest apprehen-
sions. I can perfectly understand that there may be many
men who, wishing sincercly to sce a stronger Government

! [\ curious e<timate, taken at the time, of the man who for the next
vighteen years had a larger ehare of official life anld Lusiness than any other
Trunchwan]
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formed, may think that any change at this moment which
may present to Europe a spectacle of disunion and weakness
here would be a greater evil than the temporary toleration
of such Ministers as ours; and if the Dulke does find such
a, disposition, and profits by it dexterously and temperately,
he may float through the next session, and at the end of it
negotiate with other parties on more advantageous terms
than Le possibly could do now, when all his concessions
would appear to be extorted by force or by the urgent diffi-
culties of his position.

September 10th,—The Dulke is very much disturbed about
the state of affairs, thinks ill of France and generally of the .
state of Europe. I think the alarmists are increasing every-
where, and the signs of the times are certainly portentous;
still I doubt there being any great desire of change among
the mass of the people of England, and prudent and dexterous
heads (if there be any such) may still steer on through the
storm. If Canning were alive I believe he would have been
fully equal to the emergency, if he was not thwarted by the
passions, prejudices, and follies of others ; but if he had lived
we should not have had the Catholic question settled, and
what a state we should be in now if that were added to the rest!

September 14th.—Last Saturday to Panshanger ; re-
turned yesterday with Melbourne, George Lamb, and the
Ashleys. George said there would be a violent Opposition
in the approaching session. William ! told me he thought
Huskisson was the greatest practical statesman he had
known, the one who united theory with practice the most,
but owned he was not popular and not thought honest;
that his remaining in with the Duke when Goderich’s
Ministry was dissolved was a. fatal error, which he could

never repair.

I found Seft’ st~ and went to the play
with him. He ugham, who told
g he should g d attack th:-
of Wellin, ortunit . ¢
ver have face S

Lamb, s Mi
’ £

fes
RS
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he then proceeded to relate all that he should say. Sefton
wrote him word that if he said half what he intended the
chainnan would order him to be turned out of the room.
He won’t go, I am persuaded,

Newark, September 181h.—Went back to Panshanger last
Tuesday ; found there Madame de Lieven, Melbourne, and
the Hollands and Allen. Lord Holland was very agreeable, as
he always is, and told many anecdotes of George Selwym,
Lafayette, and others, I saw them arrive in a coach-and-
four and chaise-and-pair—twofootmen, a page,and two maids.
He said (what is true) that there is hardly sucha thing in the
world as n good house or a good epitaph, and yet mankind
have been employed in building the former and writing the
latter since the beginning almost. Came to town on Thurs-
day, and in the afternoon heard the news of Huskisson’s
horrible accident, and yesterday morning got o letter from
Henry with the details, which are pretty correctly given in
the ¢ Times’ newspaper. It is a very odd thing, but I had
for days before o strong presentiment tbat some terrible
aceident would occur at this ceremony, and I told Lady
Cowper 50, and several other people. Nothing could exceed
the lorror of the few people in London at this event,
or the despair of those who looked up to Lim politieally.
It seems to have happened in this way :—While the Duke’s
car was stopping to take in water, the people alighted and
walked about the railrond ; when suddenly another car, which
was running on the adjoining level, came up. Everybody
scrambled ont of the way, and those who could got again
into the fist car. This Huskisson attempted to do, but he
wras slow and awkward; as he was getting in some part of
the machinery of the other car struck the door of his, by
which he was knocked down. He was taken up, and con-
veyed by Wilton ! and Mrs, Huskisson (who must have seen
the accident happen) to the house of Mr. Blackburne, eight
niles from Heaton. Wilton saved his life for a few hours by
knowing how to tie up the artery; amputation was not
possible, and he expired at ten o'clock that night. Wilton,

! [TLomas Grosvenr Egerton, secozd Earl of Wilten.]
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Lord Granville, and Littleton were with him to the last.
Mrs. Huskisson behaved with great courage. The Dulke of
. Wellinglon was deeply affected, and it was with the greatest
difficulty he could be induced to proceed upon the progress to
Manchester, and at last he only yielded to the most pressing
solicitations of the directors and others, and to a strong re-
monstrance that the mob might be dangerous if he did not
appear. It is impossible to figure to one’s sclf any event
which could produee a greater sensation or be more striking
to the imagination than this, happening at such a time and
under such cireumstances: the eminence of the man, the
sudden conversion of a scene of gaiety and splendour into
one of horror and dismay ; the countless multitudes present,
and the effect upon them—ecrushed to death in sight of his
wife and at the feet (as it was) of his great political rival—
all caleulated to produce a deep and awful impression. The
death of Huskisson cannot fail to have an important effect
upon political events; it puts an end to his party as a party,
but it leaves the survivors ab liberty to join either the Oppo-
sition or the Government, while during his life there were
great difliculties 1o their doing ecither, in consequence of the
antipathy which many of the Whigs had to him on one side
and the Dulke of Wellington on the other. There is no use,
however, in speculating on what will happen, which a very
short time will show.

Agar Tllis told me yesterday morning that he had
received a letter from Brougham a day or two ago, in which
he said that he was going to Liverpool, and hoped there to
sien a treaty with Huskisson, so that it is probable they
would have joined to oppose the Government. As to the
Duke of Wellington, a fatality attends him, and it is perilous
to cross his path. There were perhaps 500,000 people
present on this occasion, and probably not a soul besides
huwrt. One man only is killed, and that man is his most
dangerous political opponent, the one from whom he had
most to fear. 1t is the more remarkable because these great
people are generally taken such care of, and put out of the
chance of accidents. Canning  had scarcely reached the
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zenith of his power when he was swept away, and the field
was left open to the Duke, and no sooner is be reduced
to u state of danger and difficulty than the ablest of hig
adversaries s removed by n chance beyond all power of
calenlation, .

Huskisson was nbout sixty years old, tall, slouching, and
ignoble-looking.  In society he was extremely agreeable,
without much animation, generally cheerful, with a great
deal of humour, information, and anccdote, gentlemanlike,
unassaming, slow in speced, and with a downeast look, as if
lie avoided meeting anybody’s gaze. I bave said what Mel-
bourne thought of lim, and thut was the opinivn of his
party, It is probably true that there is no man in Parlia~
ment, or perhaps out of it, so well versed in finance, com-
meree, trade, and colonial matters, and that he is therefore o
very great and irreparable loss.  Itis nevertheless remarkable
that it is only withiu the last five orsix years that he acquired
the great reputation which he latterly cnjoyed. I do not
think he was looked upon 23 more than a second-rate man
till his specches on the silk trade and the shipping interest;
butwhen he beeame President of the Board of Trade he devated
himself with indefatigable application to the maturing and
reducing to practico those comnmercial improvements with
which his name is associated, and fo which he owes all bis
glory and most of his unpopularity, It is equally true that
all the ablest men in the country coincide with him, and that
the mass of the community arc persuaded that his plans are
mischierous to the Inst degree.  The man whom he consult-d
throngh the whole course of his Jabours and enquiries was
Ifume,' who is now in the Board of Trade, and whose vast ex-
perience and knowledge were of incaleulable sorvies 1o hiwm,
Great as his abilities unquestionably were, it is impo<ibls b,
admire bis judgment, which seems repratedly o heve faild
bim, particularly in his joining the Dules Gore
Gaoderich’s resignation, shich was a «=
afterwards at Liverpool and hiz gl
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Dulke. Inall these cases he acted with the greatest impru-
dence, and he certainly contrived, without exposing himself
1o any specific charge, to be Jooked upon as a statesman of
questionable honour and integrity ; and of this his friends as
well as his enemics were aware.  As a speaker in the House
of Commons he was luminous upon his own subject, but he
had no pretensions to eloquence ; his voice was feeble and his
manner ungraceful ; however, he was (unfortunately) one of
1le first men in the House, and was listened to with atten-
tion upon any subject. He left no children. Mrs. Huslkisson
has a pension of 1,200l a year. The accounts from Paris
improve, inasmuch as there seems a Dbetter prospect than
there has been lately of tranquillity in the country. Sneyd
writes word that there is little doubt but that the Duc de
Bourbon was assassinated.!

Last night to Brocket Hall, where I slept, and came on
here to-day. The King has paid me 3001 for Goodison, the
late Duke’s jockey, which scttles all lie owed at Newmarket,
and was a very good-natured act.

George Scymour is made Master of the Robes, and gives
up his place? in the House of Lords, so Jersey ® within two
months has got an enormous place to give away.

Chatsworth, September 27th.—Got to Sprotborough last
Sunday; Lord Talbot and Lady Cecil, William Lascelles,
Irby, Lady Charlotte Denison, Captain Grey. It rained
4ll the time of theraces. They offered Priam to Chesterfield
‘for 8,000L. before his match, and he refused; he offered it
;:‘Lfter, and they refused. There were a number of beautiful
women there—ny cousin Mrs. Foljambe, Misses Mary and
Fanny Brandling the best. Came here on Friday night, and

1 IThe Duc de Bourbon-Condé +was found hanging in his bedroom.
Suspicion pointed to Madame de Feuchéres, his mistress, as privy to the
cauce of his death, which, however, was never clearly ascertained. The
.Dulke had made an ample provision for Madame de Feuchéres in his will,
hut the bulls of his vast property, including Chantilly, was bequeathed to

“the Duc d’Aumale, fourth son of King Louis Philippe, The Duc de Bour-
bon was the father of the unfortunate Duc d’Enghien.]

? He did not give it up; wanted Jersey to appoint his brother Frederick,
whicl he refused to do: so the other remained.—November 15th.

$ [Lord Jersey was Lord Chamberlain of the Ilousehold at the time.]
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found as usual a large party, but mther dull; Granvilles,
Newboroughs, Wharncliffes, G. Seymours, Sir J. and Lady
Fitzgerald {very pretty), Talbots, dMadame Bathiany, Bean-
monts, G. Lamb. Yesterday Brougham came with his
brother, sister, aud daughter-in-latw, 1w the highest spirits
and state of excitement, going about Yorkshire, dining and
speechifying; he was at Doncaster too.  Lord Granville was
just returned from Huskisson's funeral at Liverpool. It was
attended by o great maltitude, who showed every mark of
respect and fecling. He died the death of o great man,
suffering torments, but aliways resigned, calm, and collected ;
took the Sacrament, and made a codicil to his will, said the
country had had the best of him, and that he eonld not have
been useful for many more years; hoped be had never com-
mitted any political sius that might not be easily forgiven
and declared that he died without a feeling of iHlwill and
in charity with all men.  Asg ke Iay there he beard the guns
announcing the Duke of Wellington's arrival at Manchester,
and be said, ¢ Thope to God the Duke may get safe through
the day> When he had done and szid all he dosired, he
begged they would open a vein and release hsm from his
pain,  From the beginuing he only wisked to die quickly.
Mrs. Huskisson was violently oppased to his being buried at
Liverpool, and it was with great difticulty she was persnaded
to conseut to the repeated applications that were made to her
for that purpose.

Buckenkam, October 25th~—N\ month nearly since I have
written a linc; always racing and always idleness,  Went
from Chatsworth to Heaton Park; an immense party, ex-
cellent house and living, and very good sport for the sort of
thing in o park, with gestlemen riders.

1 have lost sight of polities, and know ncthing of what is
going on, execpt that all things look gloomy, and people
cenerally are alarmed.  Tast week the Arbuthnots were at
Clicveley, and I hiad a curious com ersation enough with hiw.
I told him that ¥ was desirous of the success of the Duke of
Wellington’s Administration, but fult strongly the necessity
of hig getting rid of many of his present Cabinet, who were

=2
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both inefficient and odious; that I thought one great mis-
fortune was that he had nobody to tell him the truth, and
very few men with whom he was on terms of confidential
cordiality. He owned it was so, but said that /e never con-
cealed from him disagreeable truths—on the contrary, told
him everything—and assured me that at any time he would
tell the Duke anything that I thought he ought to know. I
told him to give him a notion how meanly Aberdeen was
thought of; that Alvanley had told Talleyrand not to notice
him, but to go at once to the Duke when he had any im-
portant business to transact, and that he might tell the Duke
this if he pleased, but no one else. He said he would, and
then he began to talk of Peel, lamenting that there was
nothing like intimate confidence between the Duke and him,
and that the Duke was in fact ignorant of hisreal and secret
feelings and opinions; that to such a degree did Peel carry
his reserve, that when they were out of office, and it had
been a question of their returning to it, he had gone to meet
Peel at Lord Chandos’s for the express purpose of finding
out what his opinions were upon the then state of affairs,
and that after many conversations he had come away
knowing no more of his sentiments and disposition than
before they met. I said that with a Cabinet like this, and
the House of Commons in the hands of Peel, I could not
imagine anything more embarrassing; he owned it was,
and then complained of Peel’s indisposition to encourage
other men in the House of Commons, or to suffer the trans-
action of business to pass through any hands but his own
that the Dulke had been accused of a grasping ambition and
a desire to do everything himself, whereas such an accusation
would be much more applicable to Peel. All this proves how
little real cordiality there is between these two men, and that,
though they are now necessary to each other, a little matter

would sever their political connection.
Here we have an American of the name of Powell, who

was here nineteen years ago, when he was one of the hand-
somest men that ever was seen, and lived in the society
of Devonshire House. Three years of such a life spoil
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Lim, as he confesses, for the nineteen which followed in his
native country; and now he is come back with o wife
and five children to see the town he recollects become
thousand times more beautiful, and the friends who have
forgotten him equally changed, but as much for the worse
as London is for the better ; he scems a sensible, good sort
of fellow.

Baring told me the other day that he remembered his
(B.’s) father with nearly nothing, and that out of the house
which he founded not less than six or seven millions must
have been taken. Several colossal fortures have been made
out of it.

Loundon, November 8th.—Went from Buckenham to
Luston, and then back to Newmarket, where I never have
time or inclination to write or read. Parlinment met, and o
great clamour was raised against the King’s Speech, without
much reason; but it was immediately evident that the
Govermment was in a very tottering condition, and the first
night of this session the Duke of Wellington made n violent
and uncalled-for declaration ngainst Reform, which lias with.
out donbt sealed his fate. Never was there an act of more
egregious folly, or one so universally condemned by friends
and focs.  The Chancellor said to Lady Lyndhurst after the
first night’s debate in the House of Lords, ¢ You have often
asked me why the Duke did not take in Lord Grey; read
these two speeches (Lord Grey’s and the Dake’s), and then
you will see why. Do you think he would like to have o
colleague under him, who should get up nnd make such o
speech after such another ns his??

The effect produced by this declaration exceeds anyihing
I ever saw, and it has at once destroyed what little popu-
larity the Duke had left, and lowered him in public estima.
tion so much thnt when he does go ont of office, as most
assuredly he must, e will Jeave it without any of the dignity
and credit which might have accompanied his retirement.
The sensation produced in the country has not yet been
‘nscertained, but it is sure fo be immense. I came {o town
last night, and found the town ringing with his imprudence
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and everybody expecting that a few days would produce his
resignation.

The King’s visit to the City was regarded with great
apprchension, as it was suspeeted that attempts would be
made 1o produce riot and confusion at night, and con-
sequently all the troops that could be mustered were pre-
pared, together with thousands of special constables, new
police, volunteers, sailors, and marines; but last night a
Cabinet Couneil was held, when it was definitively arranged
to put it off altogether, and this morning the announce-
ment has appeared in the newspapers.  Tvery sort of ridicule
and abuse was heaped upon the Government, the Lord
Mayor, and all who had any share in putting off the
King’s visit to the City; very droll caricatures were cirs
culated.

I met Datuscewitz last night, who was full of the Dulke
and his speech, and of regrets at his approaching fall, which
he considers as the signal for fresh encroachments in France
by the Liberal party, and a general impulse to the revolu-
tionary factions throughout Europe. I hear that nothing
can exceed the general excitement and terror that prevails,
everybody feeling they hardly Imow what.

November 9th.—Yesterday morning. I sallied forth and
called on Arbuthnot, whom I did not find at home, but Mrs.
Arbuthnot was. I had previously called on the Villiers, and
had a long conversation about the state of everything. They
did not apprise me of anything new, but Hyde,! who ought
to be informed, gave me an account of the resolutions which
Brougham means to propose, very different from what I heard
elsewhere. He said that they were very strong, whereas all
other accounts agree that they are very moderate. I walked
with Mrs. Arbuthnot down to Downing Street, and, as she
utters the Duke’s sentiments, was anxious to hear what she
would say about their present condition. I said, ¢ Well, you
are in a fine state; what do youmean to do?’ ¢Oh, are you
alarmed ? Well, I am not; everybody says we are to go

! [Thomas Hyde Villiers, brother of George, afterwards fourth Earl of
Clarendon, died in 1832.)
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out, and I don’t believe a word of it. They will be beat on
the question of Reform; people will return to the Govermuent,
and we shall go on very well.  You will see this will be the
end of it I told her I did not believe they conld stay in,
and attacked the Duke's speech, which at last she owned she
was sorry he had made. She complained that they had no
support, and that everybody they took in became useless s
soon a8 they were in office—Ellenborough, Rosstyn, Murray.
It was evident, however, that she did contemplate their Juss
of office as o very probable event, though they do not mean
to resign, and think they may stave off the evil day. In
Downing Street we met George Dawson, who told us the
funds bad fullen three per cent, and that the panic was
tremendous, so much so that they were not without alarm
lest there should Le a run on the Bank for gold. Later in
the day, however, the funds improved. In the House of
Lords I licard the Duke’s explanation of putting off the
dinner in the City. On the whole they seem to bave done
well to put it off, but the case did not sound a strong one;
it vested on a letter from the Lord Mayor telling the Duke
an attempt would be made on his life.  Still it is o hundred
to one that there would have been a riot, and possibly all its
worst evils and erimes.  The King js said to be very low,
hating Reform, desirous of supporting the Duke, but feeling
that ke can do nothing. Iowever, in the House of Lords
last night the speakers vied with ¢ach other in praising h
Majesty and extolling bis popularity. Lady Jersey told me
that the Duke had said to her, ¢ Lord, I shall not go out; you
will see we shall go on very well

November 10t~It was expected Jast night that there
would be o great riot, and preparations were made to mect
it. Troops were called up to London, and o large body of
civil power put in motion. People had come in from the
country in the morning, and everything indicated a div-
turbance,  After dinmer Iwalked out to see haw things wen
going on. There was little mob in the west end of the fown,
und in Now Street, 8pring Gardens, n Iarge body of the nesr
police way dravn up in three divisions, ready 4 e roe
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ployed if wanted. The Duke of Wellington expected Apsley
House to be attacked, and made preparations accordingly.
e desired my brother to go and dine there, to assist in
making any arraugements that might be necessary. In Pall
Mall T met Mr. Glyn, the banker, who bad been up to Lom-
bard Street to see how matters looked about his house, and
he told us (Sir T. Farquhar and me) that everything was
quiet in the City. Onec of the policemen said that there
had been a smart brush near Temple Bar, where a body of
weavers with iron crows and a banner had been dispersed by
the police, and the banner taken. The police, who arc a
magnificent set of fellows, behave very well, and it seems
pretty evident that ihese troubles are not very serious, and
will soon be put an end to. The attack in Downing Street
the night Dbefore last, of which they made a great affair,
turned out to he nothing at all.  The mob came there from
Carlile’s lecture, but the sentry stopped them near the
Foreign Office ; the police took them in flank, and they all
ran away.

I went to Brooks’s, but there was hardly anybody
there, and nothing occurred in the House of Commons but
some interchange of Billingsgate between O’Connell and
George Dawson. The Dulke talks with confidence, and has
no idea of resigning, but he does not inspire his friends with
the confidence he feels or affects himself, though they tallk
of his resignation as an event which is to plunge all Europe
into war, and of the impossibility of forming another Ad-
wministration, all which is mere balderdash, for he proved
with many others how easy it is to form a Government thab
can go ou; and as to our Continental relations being altered,
T don’t believe a word of it. He may have influence abroad,
but he owes it not to his own individual character, but to his
possession of power in England. If the Ministry who succeed
him are firm and moderate, this country will lose nothing of
its influence abroad. I have heard these sort of things said
fifty times of Ministers and Kings. The death of the late
King was to be the greatest of calamities, and the breath
was hardly out of his body before everybody discovered thab
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it was the greatest of blessings, and, instead of its being im-
possible to go on without him, that there would have been
no going on with him.

The King gave a dinner to the Prince of Orange the
other day, and invited ol his old military friends to meet
Lim. Mis Majesty was beyond everything civil to the Duke
of Wellington, and the Queen likewise. Lord Wellesley,
speaking of the letter to the Lord Mayor, and putting off
the dinner in the City, said *if was the boldest act of cowar-
dice he bad ever heard of.’

After some difficulty they have agreed to give Madame
de Dino! the honours of Ambassadress hiere, the Duke having
told the King that at Vienna she did the honours of Talley-
rand’s house, and was received on that footing by the Em-
peror and Empress, so he said, ¢ Oh, very well; I will tell the
Queen, und you had better tell her too.”

They say tho King is exceedingly bullied by the bdtards,
though Errol told me they were all afraid of him. Dolly
Fitzclarence Jost 1001, betting 100 to 10 that he would go
to Guildhnll, and he told the King Lie hiad lost him 1001, so
the King gave him the money. It seems that the Duke
certainly did make some overtures to Palmerston, though I
do not exactly know when, bat I heard that they were very
fair ones,

November 11th.~Yesterday the funds rose, and people's
apprehensions began to subside. Everybody is occupied with
speculating about the numbers on Tuesday next, and what
majority the Ministers will get. Yesterday came o letter
from Lord Heytesbury from St. Petersburg,? saying that there

* [The Duchesse de Dino was the nieco of Prince Talleyrand, then
Trunch Awmbuendor at the Court of St. James  The precedent 1¢ a curious
one, for it iy cortainly not customary for the daughter or ricce of an un-
married Ambacador te enjoy the rank and honours of an Ambawsdrese]

2 [This is the first mention of the cholern morbue, or Asiatic cholera,
then finst nppearing in Lurope. The quarnntine extablichments are under
the eontrol of the Irivy Council, and Mr. Greville, a1 Clerk of the Council,
wan netively employed in auperintending them. A Board of Health was
afierwands establishied at tho Council Otlice dusing the prevalence of the
choler ]



58 ) REIGN OF WILLIAM IV, [Crar. XII.

was reason to believe that the disorder now raging in Russia
is a sort of plague, but that they will not admit it, and that
it is impossible to get at the truth. We ordered Russian
ships to be put under a precautionary quarantine, and made
a minute to record what we had done. ‘
November 12th.—The funds have kept advancing, every-
thing is quiet, and Ministers begin to take courage. The
Dulke means if he has a majority of twenty on Tuesday to
stay in. It seems his idea is that the resolutions of Broug-
ham will be framed in general terms on purpose to obtain
as many votes as possible; that they will be no test of the
real opinion of the House, because most of those who may
concur in a general resolution in favour of Reform would
disagree entirely as to specific measures, if any were in-
troduced ; but it is evident that the support of the Duke’s
friends is growing feebler every day. Yesterday morning
I met Robert Clive, a thick-and-thin Government man,
and he began with the usual topic, for everybody asks
after the State, as one does about a sick friend; and
then he went on to say (concurring with my opinion that
everything went on ill),  Why won’t the Duke strengthen
himself?’ <He can’t; he has tried, and you see he can’t do
anything.” ‘Ah! but he must make sacrifices ; things cannot
go on as they do, and he must make sacrifices.” Lord Bath,
too, came to town, intending to leave his proxy with the
Duke, and went away with it in his pocket, after hearing his
famous speech ; though he has a close borough, which he by
no means wishes to lose, still he is for Reform. What they
all feel is that his obstinacy will endanger everything; that
by timely concession, and regulating the present spirit, real
improvements might be made and extreme measures avoided.
T met Rothschild coming out of Herries’ room, with his
nephew from Paris. He looked pretty lively for a man who
has lost some millions, but the funds were all up yesterday ;
he asked me the news, and said Lafitte was the best Minister
Trance could have, and that everything was rapidly improving

there.
November 15th.—Yesterday morning I brealkfasted with
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Taylor! to meet Southey: the party was Southey; Strutt,
member for Derby, o Radical; young Mill, o political econo-
mist; Charles Villiers, young Elliot, and myself. Southey
is remarkably pleasing in his manner and appearance, un-
affected, unassuming, and agreeable; at least such was my
impression for the hour or two I saw him. Young Mill is
the son of Mill who wrote the ‘History of British India,” and
said to be cleverer than his father. He has written many
excellent articles in reviews, pampllets, &e., but though
powerful with a pen in his hand, in conversation he has
not the art of wmanaging his ideas, and is consequently
Lesitating and slow, and has the appearance of being always
working in his mind propesitions or a syllogism.

Southey told an anccdote of Sir Massey Lopes, which is
a good story of & miser. A man came to him and told him
he was in great distress, and 200L wounld save lnm., He
gave him o draft for the money. ¢Now,’ says ke, ¢ what will
you do with this®’ ¢Go to the bankers and get it cashed.”
¢ Stop,’ said hes ¢TI will cash it.” So he gave him the money,
but first caleulated and deducted the discount, thus at once
excreising his benevolence and his avarice,

Another story Taylor told {we were talking of the negroes
and savages) of a girl (in North America) who had been
Lrought up for the purpose of being eaten on the day her
master’s son was married or attained a certain age. She
wasg proud of being the plal for the oceasion, for when she
was accosted by o missionary, who wanted to convert her to
Christinnity and withdraw her from her fate, she said she had
no objection to be a Christian, but ehe must stay to e eaten,
that she had been fattened for the purpose and must fulfil
her destiny.

When I eame home I found a note to say my unfortunate
colleague Buller? was dead.  He had Liad an aperation per-

! {Itenry Taylor, the nuthor of ‘Philip van Artevelde.  Nidward Strutt
was aftorwards created Lord Belper. ¢ Younzg Mill' wan the cminent g
nomist and philosapber John Stuart Mill. ¢ Young 1'ltit," tir Thonag
T'rederick Elliot, K SM G, long one of the ablest membars «f 1%z Colrmial

Department, to which Henry Taylor, the pxt, himeelf 1o 1o; pect b]
? [James Buller, e , renior Clotk of the Cuanel),]
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formed on his lip, after which he eaught cold, got an infla;
mation in the windpipe, and died in two or three days. 1]
was o very honourable, obliging, and stupid man, and a gre
loss to me, for I shall hardly find a more accommodati;
colleague.

Jn the evening I dined with Lord Sefton to meet Talle
rand and Madame de Dino. There were Brougham m
Denman, the latter brought by the former to show Talle
rand to him. After dinner Talleyrand held a circle a
discoursed, but I did not come in for his talk. They we
all delighted, but long experience has proved to me th
people are ecasily delighted with whatever is in vogu
Broughawm is very proud of his French, which is execrab!
and took the opportunity of holding forth in a most barbaro
Jargon, which he fancied was the real accent and phraseolog
He told me he should have 250 votes on his motion. I sa
to him, ¢ They think they shall have a majority of 150.° I
said, ¢ Then there must be 650 to divide, for at the lowe
computation I shall have 250 But at night Henry to.
me that the Dulke, though he put a good face on it, wi
in fact very low, and that, from what Gosh [Arbuthuo
had said, he would certainly resign unless he carried tl
question by a large majority. In the morning I called ¢
Lady Granville, who told me, as a great secret, that the Duk
notwithstanding his speech, was prepared to offer a con
promise, and her story was this :—She had dined at Ludolf
a few days ago to meet the Duchesse de Berri. All tf
great people dined there, among others the Chancellor an
Lady Lyndburst, and after dinner Lady Lyndhurst cax
up to her bursting with indignation, and confided to he
that the Duke had resolved to offer a resolution to tk
effect that in any future case of borough delinquency tk
representation should be transferred to a gl.’eat town, an
that she thought after what had passed this wo.uld be s
disgraceful that it disgusted her beyond expression, fmd
great deal more to this effect. I confess I don’t belfeve
word of it. I met the Prince of Orange last night in ex
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eollent spirits and humour, and quite convinced that he wil}
be reealled to Brassels,

November 16th.—The Dake of Wellington’s Administra-
tion is at anend. If he has not slready resigned, he pro-
bably will do so in the course of the day. Everybody was so
intent on the Reform question that the Civil List was not
thought of, and consequently the defeat of Government last
night was unexpected,  Although numbers of members were
shut out there was a great attendance, and a majority of
twenty-nine,  Of those who were shut out, almost all declare
that they meant to have voted in the majority.*

I went to Mrs. Taylor's at night and found Ferguson,
Denman, and Taylor, who had just brought the news. The
cxultation of the Opposition was immense, Word was sent
down their line not to cheer, but they were not to be re-
strained, and Scfton’s yell was heard triumphant in the din.
The Tories voted with them. There had been 2 meeting at
Kuatehbull’s in the wmorning, when they decided to go
against  Government, Worcester had dined at Apsley
House, returned with the news, but merely said that they
had had a bad division—twenty-nine, Everybody thought
he meant a majority for Government, and the Duke, who
already knew what had happened, made o sign tohim to say
nothing., Wercester knew nothing himself, having arrived
after the division; they told him the numbers, and he came
away fancying they were for Government,  So off the com-
pany went to Madame de Dino, where they heard the truth,
Great was the consternation and long wero the faces, but the
outs affected to be merry and the ins were serious.  Talley-
rand fired off a courier to Paris forthwith,

Yesterday morning I went to Downing Street carly, to
settle with Lord Buthurst about the new appointment to my
oftice, Till I {0ld it hie did not Imow the appointment s
in the Crown 3 50 he hurried off to the ]ung, and proys
son William. The King was very gracious, azd sail, ¢

t [The disision was taken on Sir Hlenry Pasesl)
Cinl 13w to o Select Commttee, which was e
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never ohject to a father’s doing what he can for his own
children,” which was an oblique word for the bdtards, about
whom, however, it may be said en passant he has been marvel-
lously forbearing.

I had a long conversation with Lady Bathurst, who told
me that the Dulke hadresolved to stand or fall on the Reform
question; that he had asked Lord Bathurst’s opinion, who
had advised him by all means {0 do so; that Lord Bathurss
had likewise put his own place at the Duke’s disposal long
before, and was ready {o resign ab any moment. Itis clear
that Lord Bathurst had some suspicion that the Dule had
an idea of nol standing or falling by that question, for he
asked him whether anybody had given him different advice,
1o which he replied, though it seems rather vaguely, ¢ No, oh
no; I think you ave quite right.” I told herthe substance of
what T had heard about his being disposed to a compromise.
She said it was quite impossible, that he would be disgraced
irredeemably, but owned it was odd that there should be
that notion and the suspicion which erossed Lord Bathurst’s
mind. I do think it is possible, hut for his honour I hope
not. The Bathursts felt this appointment of William was a
sort of ¢ Nunc dimittis ;> but there is yet something between
the cup and the lip, for Stanley got up in the House of Com-
mons and attaclked the appointinent, and it is just possible
it may yet be stopped.

Went to Brooks’s in the evening, where there was nobody
1eft but Sefton baiting Ferguson for having been out of the
division. He told me that it was not impossible Lord
Spencer would be put at the head of Government. They
will manage to make a confounded mess of it, I dare say.
Billy Holmes came to the Dule last night with the news of
the division, and implored him to let nothing prevent his
resigning to-day.

November 17th.—Went to Downing Street yesterday
morning between twelve and one, and found that the Dulke
and all the Ministers were just gone to the King. He re-
ceived them vith the greatest kindness, shed tears, but
accepted their resignation without remonstrance. He told
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Lord Bathurst he would do anything he could, and asked
lim if there was nothing he could sign which would secure
his son’s appointment, Lord Bathurst thanked him, but
told him he could do nothing. The fact is the appointment,
might be hurried through, but the salary depends upon an
anmual vote of the House of Commons, and an exasperated
and triumphant Opposition would be sure to knock it off; so
he has done the only thing he can do, which is to Jeuve it
to the King to secure the appointment for him, if possible.
It will be a great piece ofluck for somebody that Buller
should have died exactly when he did. William Bathurst
may perhaps lose the place from his not dying earlier, or the
new Government may lose the patronage because he did not
die later; but it is ill luck for me, who shall probably have
more trouble becanse he has died at all.

The Duke and Peel announced theirresignations in the two
Houses, and Brougham put off his motion, but with a speech
signifying that he should take no part in the new Govern-
ment. The last ncts of the Duke were to sccure pensions of
2501, o year to each of his seeretaries, and to £ill up the ec~
clesiastical preferments. The Garter remains for his sue-
cessor, The Duke of Bedford got it, and, what is singular,
the Duke of Wellington would probably hare given it him
likewise. He was one of five whom lie meant to choose from,
and it lay between him and Lord Cleveland.

I met the Duke coming out of his room, but did not
Tike to speak to him; he got into his eabriolet, and nodded
as he passed, but he looked very grave. The King scems to
have behaved perfectly thronghout the whele business, no
intriguing or underhand cammunication with anybody, with
great kindness to his Ministers, anxious fo support them
while it was possible, and submitting at once to the necessity
of parting with them. The fact is he turns out an incom-
parable King, and deserves nll the encomiams that are
Javished on him. Al the mountebankery which signalised
his conduct when he came t6 the throne has passed away
with the excitement which caused it, and he is as dignified
as the Lomeliness and simplicity of his charucter will allow
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him to be. I understand he sent for Lord Spencer in the
course of the day, who probably said he could not undertake
anything, for he afterwards sent for Lord Grey (after the
House of Lords) ; and as he must have been very well pre-
pared, it is probable that a new Government will he speedily
formed. ;

I went to Lady Jersey’s in the evening, when she was or
affécted to be very gay and very glad that the Dulke was out.
I found there the Prince of Orange, Esterhazy, Madame de
Dino, Wilton, Worcester, Duncannon, Lord Rosslyn, Ma-~
tuscewitz, &e. There has been a strong idea that the Chan-
cellor [Liyndhurst] would keep the seals. Both Holmes and
Planta have repeatedly told the Duke that he would be
beaten in the House of Commons, and they both knew the
House thoroughly. Still he never would do anything. He
made overtures to Palmerston just before Parliament met
through Lord Clive, and the result was an interview between
them at Apsley House, but it came to nothing. I dare say
he did not offer half enough. It is universally believed that
Peel pressed the Civil List question for the purpose of being
beaten upon it, and going out on that rather than on Reform,
for Planta told him how it would be, and he might very well
have given the Committee if he had liked it ; but he said he
would abide by it, and he certainly was in excellent spirits
afterwards for a beaten Minister. Now that this Reform has
served their purpose so well, and turned out the Duke, the
Opposition would be well satisfied to put it aside again, and
take time to consider what they should do, for it is a terrible
question for them. Pledged as they have been, it is sure to
be the rock on which the little popularity they have gained
will split, as it is a hundred to onme that whatever they do
they will not go far enough to satisfy the country.

November 19th.——The day before yesterday Lord Grey
went to the King, who received him with every possible
kindness, and gave him carte blanche to form a new Adminis-
tration, placing even the Household at his disposal-——much
to the disgust of the members of it. Hver since the town
has been, as usual, teeming with reports, but with fewer lies



1830] DISCONTENT OI' BROUGILAML. G5

than usunl. The fact is Lord Grey has had no difficulties,
and has formed a Government at once; only Brougham put
them all in & dreadful fright. He all but declared a hostile
intention to the future Administration ; he boasted that he
would take nothing, refuse even the Great Seal, and flourished
his Reform in ferrorem over their heads; he was affronted and
furious because he fancied they neglected him, but it all
arose, as I am told, from Lord Grey’s letter to him not
reaching him dircetly, by some mistake, for that he was the
first person he wrote to. Still it is pretty clear that this
cecentric luminary will play the devil with their system.

[The letter could not be the cause. The history of the
transaclion is this:—When Lord Grey undertook to form a
Government he sent for Lord Lansdowne and Lord Holland,
and theso three began to work, without consulting with
Brougham or any member of the House of Commeons.
Brougham was displeased at not being consulted at first,
but was indignant when Lord Grey proposed to him to
be Attorney-General. Then lie showed his teeth, and they
grew frightencd, and soon after they sent Sefton to him, who
got him into good humour, and it was made up by the offer
of the Great Seal.—November 23rd.]

November 20th.~Here I was interrupted, and broke off
yesterday morning. At twelve o’clock yesterday everything
was settled but the Great Seal, and.in the afternoon tho
great news transpired that DBrougham had accepted it.
Great was the surprise, greater still the joy at a charm
having been found potent enough to lay the unquiet spirit, o
Dait rich enough to tempt his restless nmbition. I confess
I had no idea he would have accepted the Chancellorship
after his declarations in the House of Commons and the
whole tenour of his conduct. I was persuaded that he had
made to himself a political existence the like of which noman
liad ever before possessed, and that to have refused the
Great Seal would have appeared more glorious than to talke
it ; intoxicated with his Yorkshire Lonours, swollen with hisz
own importance, and holding in his hands qursii
he could cmploy to thwart, embarraes, nud rufn 2=

YOL. 11 r
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try, T thought that he meant {o domineer in the House
of Commons and {o gather popularity throughout the
country by enforcing popnlar measures of which he would
have all the credit, and thus establish a sort of individual
power and authority, which would ensure his heing dreaded,
courted, and consulted by all parties. e could then have
eratified his vanity, ambition, and turbulence ; the Bar would
have sapplied fortune, and events would have supplied en-
Joyments suited {o his {emperament; it wounld have been a
sort. of madness, mischievous but splendid. As it is the
joy is great and universal; all men feel that he is emascu-
lated and drops on the Woolsack as on his political death-
bed ; once in the House of Lords, there is an end of him,
and he may rant, storm, and thunder without hurting any-
body.!

The other places present a plausible show, but are not
well distribuled, some ill filled. Graham Admiralty, Mel-
bourne Iome, Auckland Board of Trade—all bad. The
socond is too idle, the first too inconsiderable, the third too
ignorant.? They have done it very quickly, however, and

<

without many difliculties. As to the Duke of Richmond,

! {Lord Grey's Administration was thus composed :-—

Tirst Lord of the Treasury . .. Iarl Grey,

Lord Chancellor . . . . Lord Brougham.

Tord President . . . . DMarquis of Lansdowne.

Loxd Privy Seal . . . . Iarl of Durbam, and after-
) wards the Larl of Ripon.

Chancellor of the Ixchequer . . . Viscount Althorp.

Ilome Secretary . . . Viscount Melbourne.

Torcien Secretary . . .+ Viscount Palmerston.

Colonial Sccretn{'y . . . Viecount Goderich, and

afterwards Mr. Stanley.

Chancellor of Duchy of Lancaster . Lord TTolland.
. Mr, Charles Grant.

Board of Control . . .
Board of Trade . . . L.ord Auckland.
Admiralty . . . . . SirJames Graham.
Postmaster-General . . . Dulie of Richmond.
Paymaster-General . . . . Lord John Russell.
Irish Seeretary . . . . Mr. Stanley.]

= [This is a remarkable instance of the manner in which the prognosti-
cations of the most acute observers are falsified by events. The value of
AMr. Greyille’s remarlss on the men of his time consists not in their absolute
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people are indignant at o Ialf-pay leutenant-colonel
commanding the Ordnance Department, and as an acquisi-
tion he is of doubtful value, for it scems the Tories will not
o with him, at least will not consider themselves as his
followers ; so0 said Lord Mansfield and Vyvyan.

November 21st.~The Duke of Richmond’s appointment
was found so unpalatable to the army that they bave been
forced to ehange it, and he is to be Master of the ¥orse
instead, which I suspect will not be to his taste. [Ie after-
wards refused the Mastership of the Horse, and it ended 11
his being Postmaster-General, but withont taking the salary.'}]

There have been some little changes, but no great diffi-
culties. It was at first said that there would be no Opposi-
tion, nnd that Pecl would not stir; but William Peel told
mo last night that the old Ministerial party was by no
means so tranquilly inclined. Peel will not be violent or
factious, but he thinks an attentive Opposition desirable, ind
he will not desert those who have looked up to and sup-
ported him. Then there will be the Tories (who will to
a certainty end by joining him ard his party) and the
Radicals—three distinet parties, and enough to kecp the
Government on the gui vive. The expulsion of the late
Govermment from power will satisfy the vengeance of the
Torics, and I have no doubt they will now make it up.
Peel will be the leader of a party to whicl all the Cou-
servative interest of the country will repair; and it is my
firm belief that in a very short time (o or three years, or
less) he will be' Prime Minister, and will hold power long.?
The Duke will probably never take office again, but will be

truth, but in their sincesity st the moment at which they wero mwle,
althouzh subsequent experienco may show them to have Leen erroneous.
Thus Bir James Grakam became unguestiontbly a very able Dirst Lerd of
the Admiralty, Lond Melbourne an excellent Prime Minister of Treland,
and Lord Auckland a pairstabivg and well-informed Governor-licasral of
Indit,

1 81 am iaformed that the Dule of Rickword did eventually cozsent to
accept the ealary of bis office.]

7 {This prediction was nat falfilled until 1RIL (for the ghort Adminies
teation of Sur obert in In31 can hardly bo rechoned), but it seos faltifed
at ]

r2
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at the head of the army, and his own friends begin to admit
that this would be the most desirable post for him. TLiord
Lyndhurst will be greatly disgusted at Brougham’s taking
the Great Seal. I met him the day before yesterday, when -
he had no idea of it; he thought it would certainly be pub
in Commission, and evidently looked forward to filling the
office again in a few months. He said that he had long
foreseen this catastrophe, and it was far better to be out-
than to drag on as they did; that he had over and over
again said to the Duke, and remonstrated with him on the
impossibility of carrying on such a Government, but that he
would never listen to anything. Sir John Leach, too, was
exceedingly disappointed ; he told me he had not heard a
word of what was going on, that he was contented where he
was, ‘though perhaps he might have been miserable
another sttuation.’ !

‘In the meantime the new Government will find plenty
to occupy their most serious thoughts and employ their best
talents. The state of the country is dreadful; every post
brings fresh accounts of conflagrations, destruction of
machinery, association of labourers, and compulsory rise of
wages. Cobbett and Carlile write and harangue to in-
flame the minds of the people, who are already set in motion
and excited by all the events which have happened abroad.
Distress is certainly not the cause of these commotions,
for the people have patiently supported far greater privations
than they had been exposed to before these riots, and the
country was generally in an improving state.

The Duke of Richmond went down to Sussex and had
a battle with a mob of 200 labourers, whom he beat with
ffty of his own farmers and tenants, harangued them, and

1 [Lord Grey certainly contemplated at one moment the offer of the
Great Seal.to Lord Lyndhurst, but the spectre of Brougham rendered that
impossible. Brougham himself woulq have preferred the advancement (jf
Sir John Leach to the Woolsaclk, which would have left the Rolls at his

own disposal, and enabled him to retain his seat in the House of Commons,

But this suggestion was by no means welcome to Lord Grey, and Loxd

Althorp at once declared that he could not undertake the leadership of the
House of Commons if Brougham was to remain in it in any official position

to domineer over him.]
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sent them away in good humour. Heis, however, very popu-~
Jar. In Hants the disturbances have been dreadful. There
was an assemblage of 1,000 or 1,500 inen, a part of whom
went towards Baring’s house (the Grange) after destroying
threshing-machines and other agricultural implements; they
were met by Bingham Baring, who attempted to address
them, when s fellow (who had been employed at o guinea
o week Dy his father up to four days before) knocked him
down with aniron bar and nearly killed him. They bave
no troops in that part of the country, and there is a depdt
of arms at Winchester.

The Prince of Orange, who has been fancying without the
least reason that he should be reealled to Belgium, is now
in despair; and the Provisional Government, on hearing of
the change of Ministry here, have suspended their nego-
tiations, thinking they shall get from Lord Grey a more
extended frontier. Altogether the alarm which prevails is
very great, and those even are terrified who never were so
before.

November 22nd.—Dined yesterday at Sefton’s; nobody
there but Lord Grey and his family, Brougham and Montrond,
the Intter just come from Paris. Tt was excessively sgreeable.
Lord Grey in excellent spirits, and Brougham, whom Sefton
Dantered from the beginning to the end of dinner' Be
Brougham’s political errors what they may, his gaiety,
temper, and admirable social qualities make him delightfal,
to say nothing of his more solid merits, of Iliberality,
generosity, and charity ; for charity it is to have taken the
whole family of one of his brothers who is dead—nine
children—and maintained and educated them. From this
digression to retutn to our dinmer: it was uncommonly
gay. Lord Grey said he had taken a task on himself which
he was not equal to, prided himself on having made his
arrangements so rapidly, and on having named no person to
any office who was not efficient; he praised Lyndhurst

! [Lord Brougham had taken bis seat on the Woolsack as Lord Iligh

Cbancellor on the afternoon of thia day, the £2nd of November, The patent
of kis peerrge bore the eame date.]
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highly, said he liked him, that his Jast speech was luminous
and that he should like very much to do anything he could’
for him, but that it was such an object to bave Brougham
on the Woolsunek.,  SoT suppose he would not dislike to take
in Lyndhurst by-and-hy. Ile would not tell us whom he
has got for the Ordnance.  John Russell was to have had
the War Office, hut Tavistock ' entreated that the appoint-
ment might be changed, as his brother’s health was unequal
to ity o he was made Puymaster. Tord Grey said he had
mora trouble with those oflices than with the Cabinet ones.
Sefton did nothing but quiz Brougham—*¢ My Lord’ every
minute, and * What does his Lordship say 9° ¢<T’m sure it is
very condescending of his Lordship 1o speak to such canaille
as allof you.” and a thousand jokes. After dinner he walked
out hefore him with the fire shovel for the mace, and left him
no repose all the evening., T wish Leach could bhave heard
Brougham, e threatened to sit often at the Cockpit, in
order {o check Leaeh,? who, thongh a good judge in his own
Court, was good for nothing in a Court of Appeal; he said
that Leach’s being Chancellor was impossible, as there were
forty-two appeals from him to the Chancellor, which he
would have had to decide himself; and that he (Brougham})
had wanfed the Seal to be put in Commission with three
judges, which would have been the best reform of the Cowt,
expedited business, and satisfied suitors; but that Lord
Grey would not hear of it, and had forced him to take i,
which he was averse to do, being reluctant to leave the
House of Comimons.

He said the Duke of Richmond had done admirably in
capturing the incendiary who has been taken, and who they

* [The Marquis of Tavistock, Lord John Russell’s eldest brother, after-
wards Dulke of Bedford. Lord Jobn has since held almost every Cabinet
office : his brother's notion that his health was wasequal to the War Office

in 1830 is amusing. .
o {(The n‘.\rxmtc;7 %)f the Rolls was at that time the premdx‘ug Judge -Og
Appenl at the Privy Council, which was commonly spolien of as * the Coclspit,

hecause it sat on the site of the old Coclpit at 'Wlnt.ehnl‘l ; but the business
wwas very ill done, which led Lord Brougham to bring in and carry his Act

for the creation of the Judicinl Committeein 1832—one of his best and most
successful measures. ]
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think will afford a clue whereby they will discover the secret
of all the burnings. This man called himself Evans, They
had information of his exciting the peasanfry, and sent o
Bow Street officer after him.  He found out where he lived
and captured him (having been informed that he was not
there by the inmates of the house), and took him to the Duke,
who had him searched. On his person were found stock
receipts for 800! of which 501 was left; and o chemieal
receipt in a seeref pocket for combustibles. He was taken
to prison, and will be brought up to town. Dlontrond was
very amusing—* You Lord Brougham, when you mount your
bag of wool? ?

November 23rd.—VYesterday at Court; o great day, and
very amusing. The old Ministers came to give up their seals,
and the new Ministers came to toke them. All the first were
assembled at half-past one; saw the King in his closet seve-
rally, and held their last Council to swear in George Dawson
2 Privy Councillor. Each after his andience departed, most
of them never to retwrn. As they went away they met the
others arriving, I was with the old set in the Throne Room
til they went away, and on opening the door and looking
into the other room I found it full of the others—Althorp,
Graham, Auckland, J, Ruossell, Durham, &c., faces that a
little while ago I should have had small expectation of finding
there. The effect was very droll, such a complete changement
de déeoration. TWhen the old Ministers were all off the busi-
ness of the Qay began, All the Cabinet was there—the new
Master of the Horse (Lord Albemnrle), Lord Wellesley, his
little eyes twinkling with joy, and Brougham, in Chancellor’s
costume, but not yet a Peer. The King sent for me into the
closet to settle about their being sworn in, and to ask what
was to be done abont Brougham, whose patent was ot come,
and who wanted to go to the House of Lords. These things
settled, ke held the Council, when twelve new Privy Council-
lots were sworn in, three Secretaries of State, Privy Seal, and
the declarations made of President of Council and Lord-
Lieutenant of Treland. The King could not leb slip the op~
portunity of making & speech, so when T put into his kands
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thepaper declaring Lord Anglesey Lord-Lieutenant he was not
content to read it, but spoke nearly as follows :—¢ My Lords,
.1t 18 a part of the duty I have to perform to declare a Lord-
Lieutenant of Ireland, and although I certainly should have
acquiesced in any recommendation which might have been
made to me for this appointment by Earl Grey, I must say
that I have peculiar satisfaction in entrusting that most
important charge to the noble Lord, whom I therefore
declare with entire satisfaction Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland.
And, my Lords, I must say that this day is since that of the
death of my poor brother (here his voice faltered and he
looked or tried to look affected) the most important which
has cccurred since the beginning of my reign, for in the
course of my long life it has never happened to me to see so
many appointments to be filled up as on this day; and when
I consider that it is only last Tuesday night that the force of
circumstances compelled those who were the confidential
advisers of the Crown to relinquish the situations which they
held, and that in this short space of time a new Government
has been formed, I cannot help considering such despatch as
holding forth the best hopes for the future, and proving the
unanimity of my Government; and, my Lords, I will take
this opportunity of saying that the noble Barl (Grey) and
the other noble Lords and gentlemen may be assured that .
they will receive from me the most cordial, unceasing, and
devoted support.’ The expressions of course are not exactly
the same, but his speech was to this purpose, only longer.
Brougham kissed hands in the closet, and afterwards in
Council as Chancellor and Privy Councillor, and then went

off to the House of Loxds.
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A Proclam'mon against Rioters—.\ppointments~Dule of Wellmgton in
hire—General Exci The Tory Party—State of Irelnnd—-
More Disturbances—Lord Grey’s Collengues—Election at Liverpool—
The Black Book—The Duke of Wi el]mrvtons Posttion and Character—
A Council on a Capital Sentenc%ﬂmu"bam in the House of Lords—
The Clerks of the Council—Lord Grey and Lord Lyndhurst—The
of Ireland—Lord Melb -Duke of Rich d--Sir Jemes
Graham—-Lyudhuxse Lord Chief Baron—Judge Allan Park-—Lord
Lyndhurst and the Whigs—Duke of Wellington and Polignac—The
King and his Sons—Polish Revolution—Mechanics’ Institute~—Repeal
of the Union—King Lonis Phutppe—Lord Anglesey and O'Connell—A
Dinner at the Athenceum—Canning and George IV.—Formation of
Cannmg's Government—Negotiation with Lord Melbourne— Count
'“'nlewaki-—kaer's‘Boswzll' Stat, ‘-I Jand—B: A dSugd
—Arrest of 0'Connell~Colonel Napier and the Trades Unions—The
le List—Hunt in the House of Commons—Southey’s Letter to
ham on Literary H The Budget—0’Connell pleads guilty
—Achille Murat—TWeakness of the Govemment—'Lndy Jersey and Lord
Durham—Lord Duncanpon—Ireland—Wordsworth,

November 25th.~—The accounts from the country on the
23rd were so bad that a Cabinet sat all the morning, and con-
certed a proclamation offering large rewards for the discovery
of offenders, rioters, or burners. Half the Cabinet walked to
St. James’s, where 1 went with the draft proclamation in
my pocket, and we held a Council in the King’s room to
approve it. X remember the last Council of this sort we held
was on Queen Caroline’s business. She had demanded to be
heard by counsel in support of her asserted right to be
crowned, and the King ordered in Council that she should be
heard. 'We held the Conneil in his dressing-room at Carlton
House; he was in his bedgown, and we in our boots, This
proclamation did not receive the sign manual or the Great
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thepaper declaring Lord Anglesey Lord-Lieutenant he was not
content to read it, but spoke nearly as follows :—¢ My Lords,
.3t is a part of the duty I have to perform to declare a Lord-
Licutenant of Ircland, and although I certainly should have
acquiesced in any 1'ecommondation which might have been
made to mo for this appointment by Farl Grey, I must say
that I have peculiar satisfaction in entrusting that most
important charge to the noble Lord, whom I therefore
deelare with entire satisfaction Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland.
And, my Lords, I must say that this day is since that of the
death of my poor brother (here his voice faltered and he
looked or tried to look affected) the most important which
has accurred since the heginning of my reign, for in the
course of my long life it has never happened to me to see so
many appointments to be filled up as on this day; and when
I consider that it is only last Tuesday night that the force of
circumstances compelled those who were the confidential
advisers of the Crown to relinquish the situations which they
hield, and that in this short space of time a new Government
has been formed, I cannot help considering such despatch as
holding forth the best hopes for the future, and proving the
unanimity of my Government; and, my Lords, I will take
this opportunity of saying that the noble Earl (Grey) and
the other noble Lords and gentlemen may be assured that
they will veceive from me the most cordial, unceasing, and
devoted support.” The expressions of course are not exactly
the same, bub his speech was to this purpose, only longer.
Brougham kissed hands in the closet, and after wards in
Council as Chancellor and Privy Councillor, and then went
off to the House of Lords.
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the paper declaring Lord Anglesey Lord-Lieutenant he was not
content to read it, but spoke nearly as follows :—< My Lords,
.1t is a part of the duty I have to perform to declare a Tord-
Lieutenant of Ireland, and although I certainly should have
acquiesced in any 1'ecom1nendation which might have been
made to me for this appointment by Earl Grey, I must say
that I have peculiar satisfaction in entrusting that most
important charge to the mnoble Lord, whom I therefore
declare with entire satisfaction Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland.
And, my Lords, T must say that this day is since that of the
death of my poor brother (here his voice faltered and he
looked or tried to look affected) the most important which
has occurred since the beginning of my reign, for in the
course of my long life it has never happened to me to see so
many appointments to be filled up as on this day; and when
I consider that it is only last Tuesday night that the force of
circumstances compelled those who were the confidential
advisers of the Crown to relinquish the situations which they
held, and that in this short space of time a new Government
has been formed, I cannot help considering such despatch as
holding forth the best hopes for the fature, and proving the
unanimity of my Government; and, my Lords, I will take
this opportunity of saying that the noble Earl (Grey) and
the other noble Lords and gentlemen may be assured that .
they will receive from me the most cordial, unceasing, and
devoted support.” The expressions of course are not exactly
the same, but his speech was to this purpose, only longer.
Brougham lkissed hands in the closet, and afterwards in
Council as Chancellor and Privy Councillor, and then went

off to the House of Lords.
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and as he is about the ablest public man going, and nearly
the best speaker, he will yet bustle himself into considera-
tion and play a part once more. Pecl, Lyndhurst, and Har-
dinge are three capital men for the foundation of a party—
as men of business superior to any three in this Cabinet. But
I doubt if the Dulke will ever be ina civil office again, nor do
I think the country would like to see him at the head of a
Government, unless it was one conducted in a very different
manner from the last. For the present deplorable state of
things, and for the effervescence of public opinion, which
threatens the overthrow of the constitution in trying to
amend it, Peel and the Duke are entirely responsible; and
the former is the less excusable because he might have
known better, and if he had gone long ago to the Duke, and
Iaid before him the state of public opinion, told kim how irre-
sistible it was, and had refused to carry ou the Government
in the House of Commons with such a crew as he had,
the Dulke must have given way. Notwithstanding the greab
measures which have distinguished his Government, such as
Catholic Emancipation, and the repeal of the Test Acts, a
continual series of systematic blunders, and utter ignorance of;
and indifference to, public opinion, have rendered the firsh
of these great measures almost useless. Ireland is on the
point of becoming in a worse state than before the Catholie
question was settled ; and why ? Because, first of all, the set-
tlement was put off too long, and the fever of agitation would
not subside, and because it was accompanied by an insult to
0’Connell, which he has been resolved to revenge, and which
he knows he can punish. Then instead of depriving him of
half his influence by paying the priests, and so getting them
under the influence of Government, they neglected this, and
followed up the omission by taxing Ireland, and thus uniting
the whole nation against us. What is this bub egregious
presumption, blindness, ignorance, and want of all political
caleulatior and foresight? What remains now to be done?
Perhaps nothing, for the anti-Union question is spreading far
and vide with a velocity that is irresistible, and it is the
more dangerous because the desire for the repeal of the Union
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is rather the offspring of imagination than of reason, and
arises from vague, excited hopes, not, like the former agitation,
from real wrongs, long and deeply felt. But common shifts
and expedients, partial measures, will not donow, and inthe
state of the game a deep stake must be played or all will
be lost. To buy O’Connell at any price, pay the Catholic
Church, establish poor laws, encourage emigration, and
repeal the obnoxious taxes and obnoxious laws, are the only
expedients which have a chance of restoring order, Ttis
easy to write these things, but perhaps difficult to earry them
into execution, but what we want is a head to conceive anda
heart to execute snch measures as the enormous difficulties of
the times demand.

December 1st.—The last two or three days have produced
no remarkable oulrages, and though the state of the country
is still dreadful, it is rather better on the whole than it was;
but London is like the capital of a country desolated by cruel
war or foreign invasion, and we are always looking for
reports of hattles, burnings, and other disorders. Wherever
there has been anything like fighting, the mob has always
been beaten, and has shown the greatest cowardice. They
do not, however, seem to have been actuated by a very fero-
cious spirit; and considering the disorders of the times, it
is remarkable that they have not been more violent and
rapacious. Lord Craven, who is just of age, with three or four
more young Liords, his friends, defeated and dispersed them in
Hompshire. They broke into the Duke of Beaufort’s house
at Heythrop, but he and his sons got them out without
wischief, and afterwards took some of them. On Monday
as the field which had been out with the King’s hounds were
returning to town, they were summoned to agsist in quell-
ing a riot st Woburn, which they did; the gentlemen
charged and broke the people, and took some of them, and
fortunately some troops came up to secure the prisomers.
The alarm, however, still continues, and a feverish anxiety
about the future universally prevails, for no man can foresee
what course events will take, nor how his own individual cir-
cumstances may be affectedl by them,
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The Government in the meantime promises fair, and they
begin by a display of activity, in early attendance at their
offices, and unusual recommendation of diligence and
economy. But Lord Grey’s Government is already carped
at, and not without apparent reason. The distribution of
offices is in many instances bad ; many of the appointments
were bad, and the number of his own family provided for is
severely criticised. There are of Lord Grey’s family : Howick,
Under-Secretary ; Ellice, Secretary of the Treasury; Bar-
rington, Lord of the Admiralty ; Durham, Privy Seal ; Wood,
Private Secretary (though he hasno salary); and Lambton’s
brother in the Household. Melbourne at the Home Office is
considered an inefficient successor to Peel, Graham too young
and not enough distinguished for the Admiralty; Poulett
Thomson is said to entertain the most Radical opinions;
Althorp put him in. There never was a more sudden rise
than this; a young merchant, after two or three years of
Parliament and two or threc speeches, is made Vice-President
of the Board of Trade, Treasurer of the Navy, and a Privy
Councillor. Then Althorp as Chancellor of the Hxchequer
may be a good one, but nobody expects much from anything
that is already known about him. This constitution of the
Government has already done harm, and has stamped a
character of rapacity upon Lord Grey, which he will hear of
in proper time ; but ab this moment he has got all the press
on his side, and people are resolved to give him credit for
good intentions. Brougham has captivated the Archbishop
of Canterbury by offering to give livings to any deserving
clergymen he would recommend to him. I meb him at
dinner yesterday in the greatest spirits, elated and not.
altered by his new dignity. He is full of projects of reform
in the administration of justice, and talks of remodelling
the Privy Council as a Court of Appeal, which would be of
great use.

December 2nd.—Yesterday a levee and Council ,and Re-
corder’s report. Clanricarde and Robert Grosvenor! sworn in.

The Liverpool election, which is just over, was, consi-

1 [Afterwards Lord Ebury.)
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dering the present state of things, o remarkable contest. It
is said to have cost near 100,000L to the two parties, and to
have exhibited a scene of bribery and corruption perfectly
unparalleled ; no concealment or even semblance of decency
+was ohserved; the price of tallies and of votes rose, like
stock, as the demand increased, and single votes fetched from
151. to 1001, apiece. They voted by tallies; as each tally
voted for one or the other candidate they were furnished
with a receipt for their votes, with which they went to the
committee, when through a hole in the wall the receipt was
handed in, and through another the stipulated sum handed
out; and this scene of iniquity has been exhibited at a period
when the ery for Reform is echoed from one end of the
country to the other, and in the case of 2 man (Denison)
who stood on the prineciple of Reform. Nobody yet knows
whence the money for Denison comes (the Ewarts are enor-
mously rich), but it will be still more remarkable if he should
pay it himself, when he is poor, careful of money, and was
going to India the other day in order to save 12,000l or
15,000l If anybody had gone down at the eleventh hour
and polled one good vote, he would have beaten both candi-
dates and disfranchised the borough. As it is, it is probable
the matter will be taken up and the borough disfranchised.
The right of voting is as bad as possible in the freemen, who
are the lowest rabble of the town and, as it appears, a parcel
of venal wretches. Here comes the diffienlty of Reform, for
how is it possible to reform the electors?

December 5th.—The country is getting quieter, but though
the immediate panic is passing away, ;en’s minds are not
the less disquieted as to our fature prospects. Not a soul
Jnows what plan of Reform the Ministers will propose, nor
how far they are disposed to go. The Duke of Devonshire
has begun in his own person by announcing to the Knares-
borough people that he will never again interfere with that
borough. Then the Black Book, as it is called, in which all
places and pensions are exhibited, has struck terror into all
who are named and virtuous indignation into all who are
not. Nothing can be more mal & propos than the appear~
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political conduct selfish considerations have never been out
of sight. IIis opposition to Canning’s Corn Bill was too
gross 1o admil of excuse.  Ttwas the old spite bursting forth,
sharpened by Canning’s behaviour to him in forming his
Adminisiration, which, if it was not contumelious, certainly
was not courteous. When at his death the Duke assumed
the Government, his diselaiming speech was thrown in his
teeth, but without much justice, for such expressions are
never 1o be taken literally, and in the subsequent quarrel
with IIuskisson, though it is probably true that he was
aiming at domination, he was persuaded that Huskisson and
his parly were endeavouring to form a eabal in the Cabinet,
and his expulsion of them is not, therefore, altogether without
excuse.  On the question of the Test Act it was evident he
was guided by no principle, probably by no opinion, and that
e only thought of turning it as best he might to his own:
advantage.  Throughout the Catholic question self was
always apparent, not that he was careless of the safety, or
indifferent to the prosperity of the country, but that he cared
as much for his own credit and power, and never considered
the first except in their connection with the second. The
business of Emancipation he certainly conducted with con-
siderable judgment, boldly trusting to the baseness of many
of his old friends, and showing that he had not mistaken
their characters ; exercising that habitual influence he had ac-
quired over the mind of the King ; preserving impenetrable
secresy; using without seraple every artifice that could
forward his object; and contriving to male tools or dupes of
all his colleagues and adherents, and getting the whole merit
to himself. From the passing of the Catholic question his
conduct has exhibited a series of blunders which have at
length terminated in his fall. The position in which he then
stood was this:—He had a Government composed of men
who were for the most part incompetent, but perfectly sub-
servient to him. He had a considerable body of adherents
in both Houses. The Whigs, whose support (enthusiastically
given) had carried him triumphantly throug}{ the great con-
test, were willing to unite with him ; the Tories, exasperated
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and indignant, feeling insulted and betrayed, vowed nothing
but vengeance. Intoxicated with his victory, he was resolved
1o neglect the Whigs, to whom he was so much indebted,
and to regain the affections of the Tories, whom he con-
sidered as his natural supporters, and whom he thought
identity of opinion and interest would bring back to his
standard. By all sorts of slights and affronting insinuations
that they wanted place, but that he could do without them,
he offended the Whigs, but none of his cajoleries and ad-
vances had the least effect on the sulky Tories, It was in
vain that he endeavoured to adapt his foreign policy to their
worst prejudices by opposing with undeviating hostility that
of Mr. Canning (the great object of their detestation), and
dissemninating throughout all Burope the belief of lus attach-
ment to nltra-monarchical principles. He opposed the spirit
of the age, e bronght England into contempt, but he did
not eonciliate the Tories. Having suceeeded in uniting two
powerfal parties (acting separately) in opposition to his
Government, and baving nobody but Peel to defend his
measures in the House of Commons, and nobody in the
‘House of Lords, he manifested his sense of his own wweakness
by overtures and negotiations, and evinced his obstinate
tenacity of power by never offering terms which could be
accepted, or extending Lis invitations to those whose anthority
ke thought might cope with hisown. With his Government
falling every day in public opinion, and his enemies growing
more numerous and confident, with questions of vast import-
ance rising up with a vigour and celerity of growth which
astonished the world, he met a new Parliament (constituted
more unfavourably than the last, which Ire had found bimself
unable to manage) without any support but in his own con-
fidence and the encouraging adulation of a little knot of
devotees. There still lingered round him some of that
popularity which had once been so great, and which the re-
collection of hLis victories would not suffer to be altogether
extinguished. By a judicious accommodation of his conduct
to that public opinion which was running with an uncon-
irollable tide, by a frank invitation to all who were well dis-

o2
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posed to strengthen his Government; he might have raised
those embers of popularity into a flame once more, have saved
himself, and still done good service to the State ; but it was
decreed that he should fall. He appeared bereft of all judg-
ment and discretion, and after a King’s Speech which gave
great, and I think unnecessary offence, he delivered the
famous philippic against Reform which sealed his fate.
From that moment it was not doubtful, and he was hurled
from the seat of power amidst universal acclamations.

[ Memorandum added by Mr. Greville in April 1850.]

N.B.—1I leave this as it is, though it is unjust to the
Duke of Wellington; but such as my impressions were at
the time they shall remain, to be corrected afterwards when
necessary. It would be very wrong to impute selfishness to
him in the ordinary sense of the term. He coveted power,
but he was perfectly disinterested, a great patriot if ever
there was one, and he was always animated by a strong and
abiding sense of duty. I have done him justice in other
places, and there is after all a great deal of truth in what I
have said here.

December 12¢th.—For the last few days the accounts from
the country have been better; there are disturbances in
different parts, and alarms given, but the mischief seems to
be subsiding. The burnings go on, and though they say
that one or two incendiaries have been taken up, nothing
has yet been discovered likely to lead to the detection of the
system. I was at Court on Wednesday, when Kemp and
Tloley were sworn in, the first for the Ordnance, the other
Gold Stick (the pensioners). He refused it for a long time,
but at last submitted to what he thought <nfra dig., because
it was to be sugared with the Lieutenancy of Worcestershire.
There was an Admiralty report,) at which the Chief Justice
was not present. The Chancellor and the Judge (Sir C.
Robinson) were there for the first time, and not a soul knew
what was the form or what ought to be done; they did,

1 [The High Court of Admiralty had still a criminal jurisdiction, and
the capital cases were submitted to the King in Counci! for approval.]
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however, just as in the Recorder’s reports. Brougham leans
to mercy, Lsee. But what a curious sort of supplementary
trial this is ; how many accidents may determive the life or
denth of the eulprit! In one case in this report which they
were discussing (before the Council) Brougham had for-
gotten that the man was recommended to mercy, but he told
me that at the last Recorder’s report there was a great
difference of opinion on one (a forgery case), when Tenterder
was for hanging the man and he for saving him; that he
had it put to the vote, and the man was saved. Little did
the criminal know when there was a change of Ministry that
Tte owed kis life to it, for if Lyndhurst ad been Chancellor
he would most assuredly have been hanged; not that
Lyndhurst was particularly severe or cruel, but he would
bave concurred with the Chief Justice and have regarded
the case solely in a judicial point of view, whereas the mind
of the other was probably biassed by some theory about the
crime of forgery or by some fancy of his strange brain.

This was a curious case,as I have since heard, The man
owes bis life to the curiosity of a woman of fashion, and
then to another feeling. Lady Burghersh and Lady Glen-
goll wanted to hear St. Johm Long’s trial (the quack who
had man-slaughtered Miss Cashir), and they went to the
OId Bailey for that purpose. Castlereagh and somebody
else; who of course were not up in tiwe, were to have at-
tended them. They wanted an escort, and the only man in
London sure to be out of bed so early was the Master of the
Rolls, so they went and carried him off. "When they got to
the court there was no St. John Long, but they thought
they might as well stay and hear whatever was going on.
It chanced that 2 man was tred for an atrocions case of
forgery and breach of trust. He was found guilty and
sentence passed; bul he was twenty-three and good-looking.
Lady Burghersh could not bear he should be hanged, and
sbe went to all the late Ministers and the Judges to beg
him off. Leach told her it was no use, that nothing conld
save that man ; and accordingly the old Government were
obdurate, when out they went. Off she went again and
attacked all the new ones, who in better humour, or of softer
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natures, suffered themselves to be persuaded, and the wretch
was saved.  She went herself to Newgate to. see him, but T
never heard if she had a private interview, and if he was
afforded an opportunity of expressing his gratitude with
all the fervour that the service she had done him demanded.?
In the meantime the Government is going on what is
called well—that is, there is a great disposition to give them
n fair trial.  All they have done and promise to do about
cconomy gives satisfaction, and Reform (the aswful question)
is still at a distance. There has been, however, some sharp
skirmishing in the course of the week, and there is no want
of bitterness and watchfulness on the part of the old Govern-
ment. In the Committee which has been named to enquire
into the salaries of the Parliamentary offices they mean to
Icave the question in the hands of the country gentlemen;
but they do mot think any great reductions will be practi-
cable, and as Baring is chairman it is not probable that much
will be done. They think Brougham speaks too often in the
House of Lords, but he has done very well there; and on
Triday he made a veply to Lord Stanhope, which was the
most beantiful piece of sarcasm and complete cutting-up
(though with very good humour) that ever was heard, and
an exhibition to the like of which the Lords have not been
accustomed. The Duke of Wellington made another im-
prudent speech, in which (in answer to Lord Radnor, who
attributed the state of the country to the late Government)
he said that it was attributable to the events of July and
Augustin other countries, and spoke of them in a way which
showed clearly his real opinion and feelings on the subject.
After some delay Lord Lansdowne made up his mind to
Gl up the vacaney in my office, and to give it to William
Bathurst; but he first spoke to the King, who said it was

1 [This passage has been denounced by a well-known critic as ‘a coarse:
insinuation and & ribald sueer ’ against a l‘ndy who is justly er.mtled to the
highest respect. The coarseness and the 1'113a1dry are in the mm'ds of those
who could put on these words a construction they were never mten_(ied to-
bear. Itis absurd to suppose that they convey the faintest imputation on.
Lady Westmoreland's motives. She hac'l be_en interested by this unfortunz‘lte‘:
young mau ; she succeeded in saving his life and probably never saw hlm'
agein, but the anecdote does the greatest honour to her humanity and good,‘

feelings.]
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very true he had told Lord Bathurst that his son should
have i, but that be now left the mafter entirely to his
decision, showing no anxiety to have William Bathurst
appointed. However, ke has it, but reduced to 1,200 a
year. I was agreeably surprised yesterday by a communi-
cation from Lord Lansdowne that he thought no alteration
could be made in my emoluments, and that he was quite pre-
pared to defend them if anybody aitacked them. Siill,
_though it is a very good thing {o be so supported, I don’t
consider myself safe from Parliamentary assanlts. In these
times it will not do to be idle, and I told Lord Lansdowne
that T was anxious to keep my emoluments, but ready to
wark for them, and proposed that we Clerks of the Council
should be called upon to act really at the Board of Trade, as
we are, in fact, hound to do; by which means Lack's place
when vacant nced not be filled up, and o saving wonld be
made. My predecessors Cotirell and Fawkener always acted,
their suceessors Buller and Chetwynd were incompetent, and
Lack, the Chancellor’s Clerk, was made Assistent-Secretary,
and did the work, Huskisson and Hume, his director, made
the business a seience ; new Presidents and Vice-Presidents
succeeded one another in different Ministerial revolutions;
they and Lack were incompetent, and Hume was made
Assistant-Secretary, and it is he who advises, directs,
legislates. I believe ke is one of the ablest practical men
who have ever served, more like an American statesman than
an English official. X am anxious fo begin my Trade educa-
tion under him.

Parliament is going to adjourn directly for three or four
weeks, to give the Ministers time to make their arrangements
and get rid of the load of business which besets them;
although there is every disposition to give them credit for
good intentions, and to let them have a fair trial, there are
not wanting eanses of discontent in many quarters,

All the Russells are dissatisfied that Lord John has not o
seat in the Cabinet, and that Graham should be preferred to
him, and the more so because they know or believe that bis
preference is owing to Larbton, who does what he likes with
Lord Grey. Ay mind has always misgiven me about Lord
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Grey, and what I have lately heard of him satisfies me that
a more overrated man never lived, or one whose speaking
wag 5o far above his general abilities, or who owed so much
to his oratorical plausibility. His tall, commanding, and
dignified appearance, his flow of language, graceful action,
well rounded periods, and an exhibition of classical taste
united with legal knowledge, render him the most finished
orator of his day; but his conduct has shown him to be
influenced by pride, still more by vanity, personal antipathies,
caprice, indecision, and a thousand weaknesses generated by
these passions and defects. Anybody who is constantly with
him and who can avail themselves of his vanity can govern
him. There was a time when Sir Robert Wilson was his
‘magnus Apollo’ (and Codrington), till they quarrelled.
Now Lambton is all in all with him. TLambton dislikes the
Russells, and hence Tiord John’s exclusion and the preference
of Graham. Everybody remembers how Lord Grey refused
to lead the Whig party when Canning formed his junction
with the Whigs, and declared that he abdicated in favour
of Lord Lansdowne; and then how he came and made
that violent speech against Canning which half killed him
with vexation, and in consequence of which he meant to
have moved into the House of Lords for the express pur-
pose of attacking Lord Grey. Then when he had quarrelled
with his old Whig friends he began to approach the Tories,
the object of his constant aversion and contempt; and
we knew what civilities passed between the Bathursts and
him, and what political coquetries between him and the
Duke of Wellington, and how he believed that it was only
George IV. who prevented his being invited by the Duke to
join him. Then George IV. dies, King William succeeds
no invitation to Lord Grey, and he plunges into furious
opposition to the Dulke.

About three years ago the Chancellor, Liyndhurst, was the
man in the world he abhorred the most; and it was about
this time that I well recollect one night at Madame de
Lieven’s I introduced Lord Grey to Lady Lyndhurst. We
had dined together somewhere, and he had been praising her



1830] LORD GREY AND' LORD LYNDHURSL 89

beauty; so when we all met there I presented him, and
very soon all his antipathies ceased and he and Lyndburst
became great friends. This was the cause of Lady Lynd-~
hurst’s partiality for the Whigs, which enraged the Tory
Iadies and some of their lovds so much, but which served
her turn and enabled her to keep two hot irons in the fire.
When the Duke went out Lord Grey was very anxious to
keep Lyndhurst as his Chauncellor, and would have done so
if it had not been for Brougham, who, whirling Reform in
{et rorem over his head, announced to him that it wmust not
be. Reluctantly enough Grey was obliged to give way, for
Le saw that with Brougham in the House of Commons
against him he could not stand for five minutes, and that
the only alternative was to pnt Brougham on the Wool-
sack. Hence his delay in sending for Brougham, the lat-
ter's speech and subsequent acceptance of the Great Seal.
Grey, however, was still anxious to serve Lyndhurst, and
to neutralise his opposition has now proposed to him to
be Chief Baron. This is tempting to a necessitous and
ambitious man. On the other hand he bad a good game
before him, if he had played it well, and that was to regain
character, exhibit his great and general powers, and be
ready to avail himself of the course of events; but e has
made his bargain and pocketed his pride. He takes the
judicinl office upon an understanding that he is fo have mo
political connection with the Government (though of course
hie will not oppose them), and that he is to be Chief Justice
on Tenterden’s death or retirement. This is the secret
article of the treaty, and altogether he has not done amiss;
for there are so few Chancellors in the field that he will
probably (if he chooses) return to the Woolsack in the
event of o change of Government, and he is now in a
position in which e muy join either party, and that withont
any additional loss of character. The public will gain by
the transaction, because they will get a good judge.

In Ireland the Government have made o change (the
motires of which are not apparent) which will be very un-
popular, and infallibly get them into trouble in various ways.
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They have removed Hart and made Plunket Chancellor.
Hart was very popular with the Bar; he was slow, but had
introduced order and regularity in the proceedings of the
Court. There were no arrears and no appeals. Plunket is
unpopular, and was a bad judge in the Common Pleas, and
will probably make a worse Chancellor; he is rash, hasty,
and imprudent, and it is the more extraordinary as Hart was
affronted by Goderich and went with Anglesey, so upon the
score of confidence (on which they put it) there is in fact not
a pretext for it.

As yet not much can be known of the efficiency of the
rest of the Ministers. The only one who has had anything
to do is Melbourne, and he has surprised all those about him
by a sudden display of activity and vigour, rapid and diligent
transaction of business, for which nobody was prepared, and
which will prove a great mortification to Peel and his friends,
who were in hopes he would do nothing and let the country
be burnt and plundered without interruption. The Duke of
Richmond has plunged neck-deep in politics, and says he is
delighted with it all, and with Lord Grey’s candour and un-
assuming bearing in the Cabinet. He is evidently piqued that
none of his party have followed him, and made a speech in
the House of Lords the other night expressing his readiness
to defend his having taken office, when nobody attacked him.
Knowing him as I do, and the exact extent of his capacity,
I fancy he must feel rather small by the side of Lord Grey
and Brougham. Graham’s elevation is the most monstrous
of all. He was once my friend, a college intimacy revived
in the world, and which lasted six months, when, thinking he
could do better, he cut me, as he had done others before. I
am not a fair judge of him, because the pique which his
conduct to me naturally gave me would induce me to under-
rate him, but I take vanity and self-sufficiency to be the pro-
minent features of his character, though of the extent of his
capacity I will give no opinion. Let time show; I think he
will fail. [Time did show it to be very considerable, and the
volvenda dies brought back our former friendship, as will
hereafter appear; he certainly did nof fail.]
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He came into Parliament ten years ago, spoke and failed.
He had been a provincial hero, the Cicero and the Romeo of
Yorkshire and Cumberland, a present Lovelace and a future
Pitt. He was disappointed in love (the particulars are of
no consequence), married and retired to digest his mortifica~
tions of various kinds, to become a country gentleman,
patriot, reformer, financier, and what not, always good-
looking (he had been very handsome), pleasing, intelligent,
cultivated, agreeable as a man can be who is not witty and
who is rather pompous and slow, after many years of retire-
ment, in the course of which he gave to the world his Iucu-
brations on corn and currency. Time and the hour made
him master of o Iarge but encumbered estate and member
for his county. Armed with the importance of representing
a great constituency, he started again in the House of
Commons ; took up Joseph Hume’s line, but ornamented it
with graces and flourishes which had not usually decorated
such dry topics. He succeeded, and in that line is now tho
best speaker in the House. I have no doubt he has studied
his subjects and practised himself in public speaking. TYears
and yearsago I remember his delight on Hume’s comparison
between Demosthenes and Cicero, and how he knew the
passage by heart ; bub it is one thing to attackstrong abuses
and fire off well-rounded set plirases, another to administer
the naval affairs of the country and be ready to tilt against
all comers, as he must do for the future! Palmerston is said
to have given the greatest satisfaction to the foreiom
Ministers, and to have begun very well. So much for the
Ministers.

December 14th.—There is ¢ delay in Lyndhurst’s appoiet.
ment, if it takes placeat all.  Alexander *now will not resign,

1 [This opinion of Sir James Grabam is the more curious nx Jig 291~
wards became one of Mr. Greville's copfidrntinl friendy, znd yue 49 the
first rank of oratory and authonty in the House of Cummons. Ae fers
tary of State for the Home Department in the yrest Adg inj v of Rir
Robert Peel be showed administrative ability of the fivlw=t wmider, end he
was, perhaps, the most trusted eolloagus of ¢hat iluridow «050  The
principal failing of Sir James Grabam war, jn truth, thet e wer pot £
brsve and bild a man as he looked ]

? [The Chief Baron.]
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though he himself proposed to do so in the first instance.
His physician signed a certificate to say that if he went on
this Committee it would cost him his life; some difficulty
about the pension is the cause, or the peerage that he wants.
He is seventy-six and very vich, a wretched judge, and
never knew anything of Common Law. If itis not arranged,
it will be a bad business for Lyndhurst, for the Dulke and his-
friends are grievously annoyed at his taking the office, having
counted on him as their great champion in the House of
Lords. Mrs. Arbuthnot told me the other night that they
considered themselves released from all obligations to him
for the future. However, they have nob at all quarrelled,
and they kmew his deplorable state in point of money.
Dined yesterday at Agar Bllis’s with eighteen people.
Brougham in great force and very agreeable, and told some
stories of Judge Allan Park, who is a most ridiculous man,
and yet a good lawyer, a good judge, and was a most eminent
counsel.

Park is extraordinarily ridiculous. He is a physiognomist,
and is captivated by pleasant looks. In a certain cause, in
which a boy brought an action for defamation against his
schoolmaster, Campbell, his counsel, asked the solicitor if the
boy was good-looking. ¢Very.” ¢Oh, then, havehim in court;
we shall get a verdict.” And so he did. His eyesare always
wandering about, watching and noticing everything and
everybody. One day there was a dog in court making a
disturbance, on which he said, ¢ Take away that dog.’ The
officers went to remove another dog, when he interposed.
¢ No, not that dog. I have had my eye on that dog the whole
day, and I will say that a better behaved little dog I never
saw in a court of justice.’ .

One of Brougham’s best speeches was one of his last at
the Bar, made in moving for a new trial on the gr9und
of misdirection in a great cause (Tatham and nght)
about a will. He said that on that occasion Park did what
he thought no man’s physical powers were equal to; he
spoke in summing-up for eleven hours and a l}a,lf, and
was as fresh at the end as at the beginning; the frial Jasted



1830] LORD LYSDHURST AND THE WHIGS, 23

eight days. This same evening Lord Grosvenor, who is by
way of being a friend to Government, made an amicable
attack upon everything, and talked nousense, Lord Grey
answered him, and defended his own family appointments in
a very good speech,

December 15th.—Dined yesterday with Lord Dudley ; sab
next to Lady Lyndhurst, and had a great deal of talk about
politics, She said that the Dulke never consulted or communi-
cated with the Chancellor, who never heard of his overtures to
Palmerston till Madame de Lieven told him; that he had
repeatedly remonstrated with the Duke upon going on in
his weakness, and on one oceasion had gone to Walmer on
purpose (leaving her behind that he might talle more freely)
t0 urge him to take in Lord Grey and some of that party,
but he would not; said he had tried to settle with them, and
it wonld not do; had tried individuvals and had tried the
party. Up to a very late period it appears that Lord Grey
would have joined him, and Lambton came to her repeatedly
to try and arrange something ; but this answer of the Duke’s
put it out of the question. Then after Lord Grey made his
hostile speech it seems as if the Duke wanted to get him,
for one day Jersey made an appointment with Lady Lynd-
hurst, never having called upon her in his life before, came,
and entreated her to try and bring about an accommodation
with Lord Grey, not making use of the Dulke’s name, but
saying he and Lady Jersey were so unhappy that the Duke
and Lord Grey should not be on good terms, and were so
anxious for the junction; bub it was too late then, and the
Lyndhursts themselves had something else to look to. They
both knew very well that Broughamn alone prevented his
remaining on the Woolsack, still they bave very wisely not
quarrelled with him. After dinner I took Lyndhurst to
Lady Dudley Stuart’s, and had some more talk with him. Ho
thinks, as I do, that this Government does not promise to be
strong. What passed in the House of Commons the other
night exhibited deplorable weakness and the necessity of
depending upon the caprices of hundreds of loose votes,
without anything lilke o party with which they could venture
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to oppose popular doctrines or measures. He thinks tha
Peel must be Minister if there is not a revolution, and that
the Dulke’s being Prime Minister again is out of the question ;
says he Jmows Peel would never cousent to act with him
again in the same capacity, that all the Duke’s Jittle cabinet
(the women and the toad-eaters) hate Peel, and that there
never was any real cordiality between them. Everything
confirms my belief that Peel, if he did not bring about the
dissolution of the late Ministry by any overt act, saw to what
things were tending, and saw it with satisfaction.

December 16th.~—At Cowrt yesterday; William Bathurst
sworn in. All the Ministers were there, and the Duke of Wel-
lington at the levee looking out of sorts. Dined at the
Lievens’; Lady Cowper told me that in the summer the Duke
had not made a direct offer to Melbourne, but what was tan-
tamount to it. He had desired somebody (she did not say
who) to speak to Frederick,! and said he would call on him
himself the next day. Something, however, prevented him,
and she did not say whether he did call or not afterwards.
He denied ever having made any overture at all. To Pal-
merston he proposed the choice of four places, and she thinks
he would have taken in Huskisson if the latter had lived.
He would have done nothing but on compulsion; that is
clear. It is very true (what they say Peel said of him) that
no sman ever had any influence with him, only women, and
those always the silliest. But who are Peel’s confidants,
friends, and parasites? Bonham, a stock-jobbing ex-mer-
chant; Charles Ross, and the refuse of society of the House
of Commons. c

Tamb told me afterwards, talking of the Duke and
Polignac, that Sébastiani had told him that Hyde de Neu-
ville (who was Minister at the time Polignac went over from
here on his first short visit, before he became Minister) said
that upon that occasion Polignac took over a ietter from the
Dulke to the King of France, in which he said thab the Cham-
bers and the democratical spirit required to be curbed, that
he advised him to lose no time in restraining them, and thab

1 Sir Frederick Lamb.]



1830] THE KING AND HIS SONS. . 95

e referred him to AL de Polignac for Lis opinion generally,
who was in possession of his entire confidence. I think this
may be true, never having doubted that these were his real
sentiments, whether he expressed them or not.

There has been o desperate quarrel between the King and
his sons, George Fitzclarence wanted to be made a Peer
and have a pension; the King said he could not do it, so
they struck work in a body, and George resigned his office
of Deputy Adjutant-General and wrote the King a furious
letter. The King sent for Lord Hill, and told him to try
and bring him to his senses ; but Lord Hill could do nothing,
and then he sent for Brougham to talk to him about it, It is
not yet made up, but one of them (Frederick, I believe) dined
at the dinner the King gave the day before yesterday. They
want to renew the days of Charles IL, instead of waiting
patiently and letting the King do what he can for them, and
as he can.

The affair at Warsaw seems to have begun with a con-
spiracy against Constantine, and four of the generals who
were Lilled petished in his anteroom in defending him.
With the smallest beginnings, however, nothing is more
probable than o general rising in Poland; and what between
that, Belgians, and Piedmont, which is threatened with a
revolution, the Continent is in a promising state. T agree
with Lamb, who says that suck an imbroglio as this cannot
be got right without a war; such a flame can only be quenched
Dy blood.

December 19th.—The week has closed without much
gain to the new Government, On the debate in the House
of Commons about the Evesham election they did not dare
go to a division, as they would certainly have been beaten,
but Peel made a speech which was very good in ifself,
and received in a way which proved that he has more con-
sideration out of office than any of the Ministers, and much
more than he ever bad when he was in. Men are looking
more and more to him, and if there is not a revolution he
will assuredly be Prime Minister. The Government is fully
aware how little strength they have, so they have taken a
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danger. Yesterday Mr. Stapleton (Canning’s late private
secretary) called on me to discuss this subject, and the pro-
priety and feasibility of setting up some dyke to arrest the
torrent of innovation and revolution that is bursting in on
every side, All the press almost is silenced, or united on
the other side. ‘John Bull’ nlone fights the battle, but
¢John Bull* defends so many indefensible things that its
advocacy is not worth much. An *Anti-Radical’ upon the
plan of the ¢ Anti-Jacobin * might be of some use, provided it
was well sastained. ¥ wrote a letter yesterday to Barnes,)
remonstrating upon the general tone of the *Times,” and
inviting him to adopt some Conservative principles in the
midst of hig zeal for Reform. Stanley told me that his
election (at Preston) was lost by the stupidity or ill-will of
the returning officer, whe managed the booths in such a
way that Hunt’s voters were enabled to vote over and over
at different booths, and that he had no doubt of reducing
his majority on a serutiny.

December 22nd~Dudley showed me Phillpotts’ (Bishop
of Exeter) correspond with Melbourne and minutes of
conversation on the subject of the commendam of the living
of Stanhope ; trimming letters. The Bishop made proposals
to the Government which they rejected, and at last, after
writing one of the ablest letters I ever read, in which he
exposed their former conduct and present motives, he said
that as the Ministers had thought fit to exert the power they
had over him, he shonld show them that he had some over
them, and appeal to public opinion to decide between them.
On this they gave way, and agreed to an arrangement which,
if not satisfactory to him, will Jeave him as to income not
much worse off than he was before.

December 28rd.~Last pnight to Wilmat Horton’s second
lecture at the Mechanics’ Institute; I could not go o the
first.  He deserves great credit for his exertions, the object
of which is to explain to the labouring classes some of the

* {Mr, Barnes was then editor of the ‘Times’ pesprpe, 202 2eiaZned
that position till his death in 1841 Mr. Greville wes w7 s2omeiees? w33
bhim, and bad a bigh opinion of his talents, charaster, a2 Srfnenze ]
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truths of political economy, the folly of thinking that the
breaking of machinery will better their condition, and of
course the efficacy of his own plan of emigration. The com-
pany was respectable enough, and they heard him with great
attention.  He is full of zeal and animation, hut so totally
without method and arrangement that he is hardly intelli-
gible. The conclusion, which was an attack on Cobbett, was
well done and even eloquent. There were a good many
women, and several wise men, such as Dr, Birkbeck,
M‘Culloch, and Owen of Lanark.

O’Connell bad a triumphant entry into Dublin, and
advised that no honours should be shown to Lord Anglesey.
They had an interview of two hours in London, when Lord
Anglesey asked him what he intended to do. He said,
¢ Strive tolis viribus to effect a repeal of the Union;’ when
Lord Anglesey told him that he feared he should then be
obliged to govern Ireland by force, so that they ave at daggers
drawn., There is not a doubt that Repeal is making rapid
advances. Moore! told me that he had seen extraordinary
signs of it, and that men of the middle classes, intelligent
and well educated, wished for it, though they knew the dis-
advantages that would attend a severance of their connection
with Bngland. He said that he could understand it, for as
an Irishman he felt it himself.

Rochampton, December 26¢th.—At Lord Clifden’s ; Luttrell,
Byng, and Dudley; the latter very mad, did nothing but
" soliloquise, walle about, munch, and rail at Reform of every
kind. Lord Anglesey has entered Dublin amidst silence and
indifference, all preduced by O’Connell’s orders, whose entry
was greeted Dby the acclamations of thousands, and his
speeches then and since have been more violent than ever.
His authority and popularity are unabated, and he is em-
ploying them to do all the mischief he can, his first object
being to make friends of the Orangemen, to whom he affects
to humble himself, and he has on all public occasions caused
the orange riband to be joined with the green.

We had a meeting at the Council Office on Friday to

* [Thomas Moore, the poet.]
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order o prayer ¢ on acconnt of the troubled state of certain
paris of the United Kingdom *—great nonsense.

The King of the French has put an end to the disturb~
ances of Paris about the sentence on the ex-Ministers by o
gallant coup &’élal. At night, when the streets were most
crowded and agitated, he sallied from the Palais Royal on
horseback, with his son, the Duc de Nemours, and his
personal cortége, and paraded through Paris for two hours.
This did the busi ; he iwag received with shouts of
applause, and at once reduced everything to tranquillity.
He deserves his throne for this, and will probably keep it.

December 30th.—~—Notwithstanding the conduct of King
Louis Philippe, and the happy termination of the disorders
and tenults at Paris last week, the greatest alarm stil} pre-
vails about the excitement in that place. In ronsequence of
the Chamber of Deputies having passed some resolutions
altering the constitution of the National Guard, and voting
the post of C dant-General ¥, Lafiyette re-
signed and has been replaced by Loban, I never remember
times like these, nor read of such—the terror and lively
expectation which prevail, and the way in whick people’s
minds are turned backwards and forwards from France fo
Ireland, then range exeursively to Poland or Piedmont, and
fix again on the burnings, riets, and executions here.

Lord Anglesey’s entry into Dublin turned out not to have
been so mortifying to him as was at first reported. He was
ettended by o great number of people, and by all the most
eminent and respectable in Dublin, so much so that he was
very well pleased, and found it better than he expected,
War broke out between him and O’Connell without loss of
time. O'Conmell had intended io have a procession of the
trades, and 2 notice from him was to have been published
and stuck over the door of every chapel and public place in
Dublin, Anglesey issued his proclamation, and half an hour
before the time when O’Connell's notice was to appear kad i
pasted up, and one copy kaid on O'Connell’s brealfzst4atle,
at which anticipation he chuckled mightily. GComnen
instantly issued o handbill desiring the pegpls o ghey, s 3

B2
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the order of the Lord-Lieutenant was to derive its authority
from his permission, and he afterwards made an able speech.'
Since the beginning of the world there never was so extra-
ordinary and so eccentric a position as his. It is a moral
power and influence as great in its way, and as strangely
acquired, as Buonaparte’s political power was. Utterly lost
to all sense of shame and decency, trampling truth and
honour under bhis feet, cast off by all respectable men, he
makes his faults and his vices subservient to the extension
of his influence, for he says and does whatever suits his
purpose for the moment, secure that no detection or subse-
quent exposure will have the slightest effect with those over
whose minds and passions he rules with such despotic sway.
He cares not whom e insults, because, having covered his
cowardice with the cloak of religious scruples, he is invulner-
able, and will resent no retaliation that can be offered him.
IIe has challed out to himself a course of ambition which,
though not of the highest kind—if the consentiens laus
bonorum is indispensable to the aspirations of noble minds—
has everything in it that can charm a somewhat vulgar but
highly active, restless, and imaginative being; and nobody
can deny to him the praise of inimitable dexterity, versatility,
and even prudence in the employment of the means which
he makes conducive to his ends. He is thoroughly acquainted
with the audiences which he addresses and the people upon
whom he practises, and he operates upon their passions fvith
the precision of a dexterous anatomist who knows the direc-
tion of every muscle and fibre of the human frame. A.fter
having been throughout the Catholic question thn:—z furious
enemy of the Orangemen, upon whom he lavished incessant
and unmeasured abuse, he has suddenly turned round, and,
inviting them to join him on the Repeal question, has .not
only offered them a fraternal embrace and has humbled him-
self to the dust in apologies and demands for pardon, but he
has entirely and at once succeeded, and he is now as popular
or more so with the Protestants (or rather Orangemen) as he
was before with the Catholics, and Crampton writes word
that the lower order of Protestants are with him to a man.
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1831.

January 2nd.—Came up to town yesterday to dine with
the Villiers at a dinner of clever men, got up at the
Atheneum, and was extremely bored. The original party
was broken up by various excuses, and the vacancies sup-
plied by men none of whom I knew. There were Poulett
Thomson, three Villiers, Taylor, Young, whom I knew; the
rest I never saw before—Buller, Romilly, Senior, Maule,! a
man whose name I forget, and Walker, a police magistrate,
all men of more or less talent and information, and altogether
producing anything bub an agreeable party. Maule was
senior wrangler and senior medallist at Cambridge, and is
a lawyer. He was nephew to the man with whom I was at
school thirty years ago, and I had never seen him since ; he
was then a very clever boy, and assisted fo teach the boys,
being admirably well taught himself by his uncle, who was
an excellent scholar and a great brute. I have young Maule
now in my mind’s eye suspended by the hair of his head
while being well caned, and recollect as if it was yesterday
his doggedly drumming a lesson of Terence into my dull and
reluctant brain as we walked up and down the garden-walk
before the house. When I was introduced to him X had no
recollection of him, but when I found out who he was I went
up to him with the blandest manner as he sat reading a
newspaper, and said that ‘I believed we had once been well
acquainted, though we had not met for twenty-seven years.”
He looked up and said,  Oh, it is too Jong ago to talk about,”
and then turned back to his paper. So I set him down for a
brute like his uncle and troubled him no further. I am very
sure that dinners of 2ll fools have as good a chance of being
agreeable as dinners of all clever people ; at least the former
are often gay, and the latter are frequently heavy. Nonsense
and folly gilded over with good breeding and les usages du
monde produce often more agreeable results than a collection
of rude, awkward intellectual powers.

Lochampton, January $th.—Called on Lady Canning this

1 [Afterwards Mr. Justice Maule.]
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morning, who wanted me to read some of her papers. Most
of them (which are very curious) I had seen before, but for-
gotten. I read the long minute of Canning’s conversation
with the King ten days before his Majesty put the formation
of the Administration in his hands. They both appear to
have been explicit enough. The King went through his
whole life, and talked for two hours and a half, particularly
about the Catholic question, on which he said he had always
entertained the same opinions—the same as those of
George ITI. and the Duke of York—and that with the
speech of the latter he entirely concurred, except in the so
help me God’ at the end, which he thought unnecessary.
He said le had wished the Coronation Oath to be altered,
and had proposed it to Lord Liverpool. His great anxiety
was not to be annoyed with the discussion of the question, to
keep Canning and Lord Liverpool’s colleagues, and to put ab
the head of the Treasury some anti-Catholic Peer. This
Canning would not hear of; he said that having lost Lord
Liverpool he had lost his only support in the Cabinet, that
the Xing knew how he had been thwarted by others, and
how impossible it would have been for him to go on but for
Lord Liverpool, that he could not serve.under anybody else,
or act with efficacy except as First Minister, that he would .
not afford in his person an example of any such rule as that
support of the Catholic question was to be 4pso facto an ex-
clusion from the chief office of the (rovernment, that he ad-
vised the King to try and make an anti-Catholic Ministry,
and thought that with his feelings and opinions on the
subject it was what he ought to do. This the King said was
out of the question. In the course of the discussion Canning
said that if he continued in his service he must continue
as free ags he had been before; that desirous as he was to
contribute to the King’s ease and comfort, he could not in
any way pledge himself on the subject, because he should
be assuredly questioned in the House of Commons, and he
must have it in his power to reply that he was perfectly free
to act on that question as he had ever done, and that he
thought the King would better consult ‘his own ease by
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retaining him in office without any pledge, relying on his
desire above all things to consult his Majesty’s ease and
comfort, He said among other things that though leader
of the House of Commons, he had never bad any patronage
placed at his disposal, nor a single place to give away,
About the time of this conversation Canning was out of
humour with the Duke of Wellington, for he had heard that
many of the adherents of Government who pretended to be
attached to the Duke had spoken of him (Canning) in‘the.
most violent and abusive terms. In their opinions he con-
ceived the Duke to be to a certain degree implicated, and
this produced some coldness in his manner towards hip:.
Shortly after Arbuthnot came to him, complained first
and explained after, and said the Duke would call upon him.
The Duke did eall, and in a conversation of two hours Caz-

King, thereby putting the Duke, as he suppesad. &
possession of lus sentiments as to the revemsze:
Government. A few days after Mr. Clez=®=z
the King to lay before him the plux of 2= Eiwizss
and upon this he wrote the letier w his Jmem
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Duke, Bathurst, Melville, and
the one to the Duke was rath
though it was not so cold as <he
Then came his letter to ths Dz x>
Duke’s answer. When I re
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likewise a curious correspondence relative to a paper written
by the Duke of York during his last illness, and not very long
before his death, to Lord Liverpool on the dangers of the
country from the progress of the Catholic question, the object
of which (though it was vaguely expressed) was to turn out
the Catholic members and form a Protestant Government for
the purpose of crushing the Catholic interest. This Lord
Liverpool communicated (privately) to Canning, and it was
afterwards communicated to the ICing, who appears (the
answer was not there) to bave given the Duke of York a rap
on the knuckles, for there is a reply of the Duke’s to the
King, full of devotion, zeal, and affection to his person, and
disclaiming any intention of breaking up the Government,
an idea which could have arisen only from misconception of
the meaning of his letter by Lord Liverpool. It is very
clear, however, that he did mean that, for his letter could
have meant nothing else. The whole thing is curious, for he
was aware that he was dying, and he says so.

Janvary 12th.—Passed two days at Panshanger, but my
room was so cold that I could not sit in it to write. Nobody
there but F. Lamb and J. Russell. Lady Cowper told me
what had passed relative to the negotiation with Melbourne
last year, and which the Duke or his friends denied. The
person who was employed (and whom she did not name) told
T. Lamb that the Duke would take in Melbourne and two
others (I am not sure it was not three), but not Huskisson.
He said that it would be fairer at once fo say that those
ierms would not be accepted, and to save him therefore from
offering them, that Melbourne would not be satisfied with any
Government which did not include Huskisson and Lord Grey,
and that upon this answer the matter dropped. I don’t
think the Duke can be blamed for answering to anybody who
chose to ask him any questions on the subject that he had
made no offer ; it was the truth, though not the whole truth,
and a Minister must have some shelter against impertinent
questioners, or he would be at their mercy. An Envoy is
come here from the Poles,! who brought a letter from Prince

! [This Envoy was Count Alexander Walewski, a natural son of the
Emperor Napoleon, who afterwards played a considerable part in the affajrs
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Czartoryski to Lord Grey, who has not seen him, and whose
arrival has naturally given umbrage to the Lievens.

January 19th.—To Roehampton on Saturday till Monday,
having been at the Grove on Friday. George Villiers at the
Grove showed me 2 Dublin paper with an attack on Stanley’s
proclamation, and also a character of Plunket drawn with
great severity and by a masterly hand; it is supposed to
be by Baror Smith, & judge who is very able, but fanciful
and disaffected. He will never suffer any but policemen
or soldiers to be hanged of those whom he tries. George
Villiers came from Hatfield, where he had a conversation
with the Duke of Wellington, who told him that he had com-
mitted a great error in his Administration in not paying
more attention to the press, and in not securing o portion of it
on hisside and.getting good writers into his employment, that
he had never thought it necessary to do so, and that he was
now convinced what a great mistake it was. At Roehampton
nothing new, except that the Reform plan is supposed to be
settled, or nearly so. Duncannon has been consulted, and he
and one or two more have had meetings with Durham, who
were to lay their joint plans before Lord Grey first, and he
afterwards brought them to the Cabinet.

Ellis told me (a curious thing enough) that Croker (for
his ¢ Boswell’s Life of Johnson’) had collected various anec-
dotes from other books, but that the only new and original
ones were those he had got from Lord Stowell, who was a
friend of Johnson, and that he had written them under
Stowell’s dictation. Sir Walter Scott wanted to see them,
and Croker sent them to him in Scotland by the post. The
bag was lost; no tidings could be heard of it, Croker had
1o copy, and Stowell is in his dotage and ean’t be got to
dictate again, So much for the anecdote; then comes the
story. I said how surprising this was, for nothing was so
rare as a miscarriage by the post. Hesaid, ‘ Notat all, for X

Lof Rmnco Pm} of Turape, espgcinlly \{nder tbefac&)‘?d E‘E:pire, Du‘ring' his

agrecable, and soon beeamo popular in London society.]
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myself lost fieo revicws in the same way. I sent them botl
to Drougham to forward to Jeffrey (for the « Idinburgh *’),
and fhey were both lost an the some way!®>  That villain
Brougham!

G. Lamb said that the King is supposed 1o be in a
bad state of health, and this was confirmed {o me by Keate
the surgeon, who gave me to understand that he was going
the way of both his brothers. ITe will be a great loss in
these times ;3 he knows his business, lels his Ministers do as
they please, but expeets to be informed of everything., He
lives u strange life at Brighton, with tagrag and bobtail
about him, and always open house. The Queen is a prude,
and will not let the ladies come décolletées to her parties.
George IV., who liked ample expanses of that sort, would not
let them be covered. In the meantime matters don’t seem
more promising either here or abroad. In Ireland there is
open war between Anglesey and O’Connell, to whom it is
glory enough (of his sort) to be on a kind of par with the
Viceroy, and to have a power equal to that of the Govern-
ment.  Anglesey issues proclamation after proclamation, the
other speeches and lefters in refort. His breakfasts and
dinners are put down, but he finds other places to harangue
at, and letters he can always publish ; but he does not appear
in quite so trinmphant an attitude as he did. The O’Connell
tribute is said to have failed ; no men of property or respecta-
bility join him, and he is after all only the leader of a mob;
but it is a Dbetter sort of mob, and formidable from their
numbers, and the organisation which has latterly become an
integral part of mob tactics. Nothing can be more awful
than the state of that country, and everybody expects that
it will be found necessary to strengthen the hands of .the
Government with extraordinary powers to put an end to the
prevailing anarchy. O’Connell is a coward, and that is the
best chance of his being beaten at last.

Lord Lyndhurst took his seat as Chief Baron yesterday
morning, Alexander retiring without an equivalent, and
only having waited for quarter-day. Brougham has had a
violent squabble in his Court with Sugden, who having
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bullied the Viee-Chancellor aud governed Lyndhurst, has o
mind to do the same by Brougham ; besides, he hates him
for the repeated thrashings he got from him in the House of
Commons, and has been heard to say that he will take his
revenge in the Court of Chancery. The present aifair was
merely that Brougham began writing, when Sugden stopped
and told him ¢it was no use lus going on if kis Lordship
would not attend to the argument,’ and so forth.

I met Dyndhurst at dinner yesterday, who talks of him-
self as standing on neutral ground, discounected with
polities. It is certainly understood that he is not to fight
the battles of the present Government, but of course he is
not to be against them. His example is a lesson to states-
men to be frugal, for if he had been rich he would have had
a better game before him. He told a curious aneedote about
a trial.  There was a (civil) cause in which the jury would
not agree on their verdict. They retired on the evening of
one day, and remained till one o’clock the next afternoon,
when, being still disagreed, a joror was drawn. There wag
only one juror who held out against the rest—2Ar. Berkeley
{member for Bristol). The case was tried over again, and the
Jjury were unanimously of Mr. Berkeley’s opinion, which was
in fact right, a piece of conscientions obstinacy which pre-
vented the Jegal commission of wrong.

Roehampton, January 22nd.—The event of the week is
Q'Connell’s arrest on a charge of conspiracy to defeat the
Lord-Lieutenant's proclamation, Lord Anglescy writes to
Lady Anglesey thus:—¢I am just come from a consultation
of six hours with the law officers, the result of which is a
determination to arrest O’Connell, for things are now come
to that pass that the question is whether he or I shall
govern Ircland’ We await the resalt with great anxielr,
for the opinjon of lawyers seems divided as to the legalify f
the arrest, and Jaymen can form none.

Janvary 23rd—~No news; Master of the Rolls,
Ponsonby, and George Villiers lere, The It

. story of Plunket, of his wit. Lord Well«

camp Eeppel wrote o book of his travcls, 222 = leE5 2%
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personal narrative. Lord Wellesley was quizzing it, and
said, ¢ Personal narrative ? what is a personal narrative ? Lord
Plunket, what should you say a personal narrative meant?’
Plunket answered, ¢ My Lord, you know we lawyers always
understand personal as contradistinguished from real.’” And
one or two others of Parsons, the Irish barrister. TLord
Norbury on some circuit was on the bench speaking, and an
ass outside brayed so loud that nobody could hear. He ex-
claimed, ‘Do stop that noise !’ Parsons said, <My Lord,
there is a great echo here.” Somebody said to him one day,
¢ Mr. Parsons, have you heard of my son’s robbery ?’ No;
whom has he robbed ?’

Nothing but tallkk about O’Connell and his trial, and we
have more fears he will be acquitted than hopes that he will
be convicted. They still burn in the country, and I heard
the other day that the manufacturing districts, though quiet,
are in a high state of organisation.

January 25th.—Met Colonel Napier! last night, and talked
for an hour of the state of the country. He gave me a
curious account of the organisation of the manufacturers in
and about Manchester, who are divided into four different
classes, with different objects, partly political, generally to
better themselves, but with a regular Government, the seat
of which is in the Isle of Man. He says that the agri-
culturists are likewise organised in Wiltshire, and that
there is a sort of freemasonry among them ; he thinks a
revolution inevitable; and when I told him what Southey
had said—that if he had money enough he would transport
his family to America—he said he would not himself leave
England in times of danger, but that he should like to re-
move his family if he could.

The King is ill. I hope he won’t die; if he does, and
the little girl, we shall have Cumberland, and (though
Lyndhurst said he would make a very good King the other
night) that would be a good moment for dispensing with the
regal office. It is reported that they differ in the Cabinet

! [Sir William Napier, author of the ¢ History of the Peninsular War.”]



1831} O'COXNELL'S CASE, 109

abont Reform; probably not true, What a state of ferror
and confusion we are in, though it seems to make no
difference !
Janvary 8lst—At Roehampton on Saturday; Lord
Robert Spencer and Sir G. Robinson. Agar Ellis had just
resigned the Woods, after asking to be made a Pecr, which
they refused. All last week nobody thought of anything but
O'Connell, and grent was the joy at the charge of Judge Jebb,
the unanimous opinion of the King’s Bench, and the finding
of the Grand Jury. Whatever happens, Government are now
justified in the course they have taken ; and now he has tra-
versed, which looks like weakness, and it is the general
opinion that he is beaten ; but he is so astute, and so full of
resources, that I would never answer for his being beaten till
I see him in prison or find his popularity gone. The sub-
scription produced between 7,000L and 8,000L It is an
extraordinary thing, and the most wonderful effect I cver
heard of the power of moral causes over the human body,
that Lord Anglesey, who has scarcely been ont of pain at all
for years during any considerable intervals, has been quite
free from his complaint (the tic donloureux) since he has
been in Ircland; the excitement of these events, and the
influence of that excitement on his nervons system, have
produced this effect. There is a przzler for philosopkr,
and such nn amalgamation of moral zed physiect serifents
as is well worth unravelling for those wko are wise ezcusk
Yesterday there was 2 dinner 28 Lo Tezs
name the Sheriffs, and there wes I &
schoolfellows and associates Richmernd Dhfom, Gt
all great men now!

While some do laugh, az sewue Ixvaem
Thus runs the werld a2

Lord Grey was not there, for Ba —vxs
to lay the Reform Bill before
Brougham is! He wants to £l
Devil, as if he had not enough
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him but 1o come and hear causes in our Court ;' but as I knew
it was only to provoke Leach, I would not let him come, and
told the Lord President we had no causes for him to hear.
He insisted, so did I, and he did not come; but some day
I will invite him, and then e will have forgotten it or have
something clse to do, and he won’t come. He is a Jupiter-
Scapin if ever there was one.

February Gth.—Parliament met again on the 3rd, and
the House of Commons exhibited a great array on the
Opposition henches ; nothing was done the first day but the
announcement of the Reform measure for the 2nd of March,
to be brought in by Lord John Russell in the House of Com-
mons, though not a Cabinet Minister. The fact is, that if
a Cabinet Minister had introduced it, it must have heen
Althorp, and he is wholly unequal to it; he cannot speak
at all, so that though the pretence is to pay a compliment to
John Russell because he had on former occasions brought
forward plans of Reform, it is really expedient to take the
burden off the leader of the Government. The next night
came on the Civil List, and as the last Government was turned
out on this question, there had existed a general but vague ex-
pectation that some wonderful reductions were to be proposed
by the new Chancellor of the Exchequer. Great, then, was
the exultation of the Opposition when it was found that no
reductions would be made, and that the measure of this
Government only differed from that of the last in the
separation of the King’s personal expenses from the other
charges and a prospective reduction in the Pension List.
There was not much of a debate. Althorp did it ill by all
accounts; Graham spoke pretty well; and Caleraft, who
could do mnothing while in office, found all his energies
when he got back to the Opposition benches, and made
(everybody says) a capital speech. There is certainly a
great disappointment that the Civil List does not produce
some economical novelty, and to a certain degree the popu-

1 [At the Privy Council, where the Master of the Rolls was at that time
in the babit of sitting with two lay Privy Courcillors to hear Plantation
Appeals,]
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larity of the Government will be affected by it. But they
have taken the manliest course, and the truth is the Duke
of Wellington had already made all possible reductions,
unlesy the King and the Government were at once to hang
out the flag of poverty and change their whole system.
After what Seflon had told me of the intentions of Govern-
ment about the Pension List, and my veply to him, it was
a satisfaction {0 me to find they could not aet on such
a principle; and aceordingly Lord Althorp at once de-
clared the opinion and iutenti of Gov t about
the Pensions, instead of abandoning them to the rage of
the Honse of Commons. There is not even a surmise as
to the intended measure of Reform, the secret of which 13
well kept, but I suspect the confidence of the Reformers will
be shaken by their disappointment about the Civil List.
It is by no means clear, be it what it may, that the
QGovernment will be able to carry it, for the Opposition
promises to be very formidable in point of numbers; and in
speaking the two parties are, as to the first class, pretty
evenly divided—Palmerston, the Grants, Graham, Stanley,
John Russell, on ene side; Peel, Caleraft, Hardinge, Dawson,
on the other; fewer in bers, but Peel i ably
the best on either side—but in the second line, and among
the younger ones, the Opposition are far inferior,

February 9th.—~Just got into my new home—Poulett
Thomson’s house, which I have taken for a year. The day
before yesterday came the news that the French bad refused
the nomination of the Duc de Nemours to the throne of
Belgium, the news of his being chosen baving come on
Sunday. The Ministers were rayonnants; Lord Lansdowne
came to his office and told it me with prodigious glee.

Met with Sir J. Burke on Sunday at Brooks’s, who said
that O’Connell was completely beaten by the address of the
merchants and bankers, among whom were men—2Mahon, for
instance (O'Gorman Mahon’s uncle)—who had aliways stood
by him. I do not believe he is completcly beaten, and his
resources for mischief are so great that he will mlly again
Vefore long, 1 have little doubt, However, what has occurred
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has been productive of great good; it has elicited a strong
Conservative demonstration, and proved that out of the rabble-
ocracy (for everything is an ocracy now) his power is anything
but unlimited. There are 20,000 men in Ireland, so Lord
Hill told me last night. Hunt?! spoke for two hours last
night ; his manner and appearance very good, like a country
gentleman of the old school, a sort of rural dignity about it,
very civil, good-humoured, and respectful to the House, but
dull ; listened to, however, and very well received.

Tebruary 12th.—The debate three nights ago on Ireland,
brought on by O’Gorman Mahon, is said to have been the
best that has been heard in the House of Commons for many
years. Palmerston, Burdett, Althorp, Peel, Wyse, all made
good speeches ; it was spirited, statesmanlike, and creditable
to the House, which wanted some such exhibition toraise its
credit. I saw the day before yesterday a curious letter from
Southey to Brougham, which some day or other will probably
appear. Taylor showed it me. Brougham had written to
him to ask him what his opinion was as to the encourage-
ment that could be given to literature, by rewarding or
honouring literary men, and suggested (I did not see his
letter) that the Guelphic Order should he bestowed upon
them. Southey’s reply was very courteous, but in a style of
suppressed irony and forced politeness, and exhibited the
marks of a chafed spirit, which was kept down by an effort.
¢You, my Lord, are now on the Conservative side,” was one
of his phrases, which implied that the Chancellor had not
always been on that side. He suggested that it might be
useful to establish a sort of lay fellowships; 10,0000 would
give 10 of 5001 and 25 of 2001 ; but he proposed them not to
reward the meritorious, but as a means of silencing or hiring
the mischievous. It was evident, however, that he laid no
stress on this plan, or considered it practicable, and only pro- .
posed it because he thought he must suggest something.
He said that honours might be desirable to scientific men, as
they were so considered on the Continent, and Newton and

! [Hemry Iunt, a well-known Radical, had just been returned for
Preston, where he had beaten Mr. Stanley. ]
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Davy had been titled, but for himself, if a Guelphic distinction
was adopted, ‘he should be a Ghibelline’ He ended by
saying that all he asked for was a repeal of the Copyright
Act, which took from the families of literary men the only
property they had to give them, and this ‘T ask for with the
earnesiness of one who is conscious that he has laboured for
posterity” It is a remarkable letter.

February 13th.—The Budget, which was brought forward
two nights ago, has given great dissatisfaction; Goulburn
attacked the taxation of the funds (balf per cent. on trans-
fer of stock and land) in the best speech he ever made,
Peel in another good speech. The bankers assailed it one
after another, and not a man on the Government side
spoke decently. Great of course was the exultation of the
Opposition, and it is supposed that this will be withdrawn
and a Property Tax laid on instead. There is a meeting to-
day in Downing Strect, at which I suspect it will be an-
nounced. The Budget must appear hurried, and nothing
but the circumstances in which they are placed could have
justified their bringing it on so soon. In two montbs,
Desides having foreign affairs of the greatest consequence on
their hands, they have concocted 2 Reform Bill and settled
the finances of the nation for the next year, which Is quite
Judicrous ; but they are obliged to have money voted imme-
diately, that in case they should be beaten on Reform or any
other vital question which may compel them to dissolve
Parliament, they may have passed their estimates and
be provided with funds, Their secrets are well kept—
rather too well, for nobody knew of this Budget, and not 2
soul has o guess what their Reform is to be. At present
nothing ean cut o poorer figure than the Government doesin
the House of Commons, and they have shown how weal o
Government a strong Opposition niay make.

I have just been to hear Benson preach at the Temple,
but I was so distant that I heard ill. His manner is im-
pressive, and langnage good, without being ambitious, but I
was rather disappointed. Brougham was there, with Lord
XKing of all people!

vOoL. 1. 1
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Ilebruaiy  15th.—Yesterday morning mnews came that
O’Connell had withdrawn his plea of not guilty and (by his
counsel, Mr. Perrin) pleaded guilty, to the unutterable as-
tonishment of everybody, and not less delight. Sheil wrote
word that his heart sank at the terror of a gaol, and ‘how
would such a man face a battle, who could not encounter
Newgate?’ Tverybody’s impression was that it was a
compromise with the law officers, and that he pleaded guilty
on condition that he should not be brought up for judgment,
but it was no such thing; he made in the preceding days
several indirvect overtures to Lord Anglesey, who would listen
to nothing, and told him that after his conduct he could do
nothing for him, and that he must take his own course.
He comes to Tngland directly, and will be brought up for
judgment (f at all, which I doubt) next term. He gives out
that he was forced to do this in order to hasten to England
and repair in the House of Commons the errors of O’Gorman
Mahon. There is no caleulating what may be the extent of
the credulity of an Irish mob with regard to him, but after
all his bullies and bravadoes this will hardly go down even
with them. Sheil says ¢ O’Connell is fallen indeed.” I trust,
though hardly dare hope, that €he sinks like stars that fall
to rise no more.” It is impossible to form an idea of the as-
tonishment of everybody at this termination of the law pro-
ceedings, which have ended so triumphantly for Lord An-
glesey and Plunket. Lord Anglesey, however, wrote word
to Lady Anglesey that no one could form an idea of the state
of that country: that fresh plots were discovered every day,
that from circumstances he had been able to do more than
another man wouwld, but that it was not, he firmly believed,
possible to save it.

There was a meeting at Althorp’s on Sunday, when he
agreed to withdraw the Transfer Tax, and that there should
be no Property Tax. A more miserable figure was never cut
than his; but how should it be otherwise? A respectable
country gentleman, well versed in rural administration, in
farming and sporting, with all the integrity of 15,000l a
year in possession and 50,0001 in reversion, is all of a sudden
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made leader in the House of Commons without being able
to spealk, and Chancellor of the Exchequer without any know-
ledge, theoretical or practical, of finance. By way of being
discreet, and that his plan may be a secret, he consults no-
body ; and then ke closets himself with his familiar Poulett
Thomson, who puts this notable scheme into his head, and out
he blurts it in the House of Commons, without an idea how
it will be received, without making either preparations for
defending it or for an alternative in case of its rejection. If
Althorp and Poulett Thomson are to govern England, these
things are likely to happen. The Opposition cannot contain
themselves; the women think they are to come in directly.
Goulburn said to Baring as they left the House on Friday,
¢Mr. Baring, you said last year you thought my Budget was
the most profligate that any Chancellor of the Exchequer had
ever brought forward; I think you will now no longer say it
was the most profligate.” Last night Praed' made his first
speech, which was very good.

February 17th.—The day before yesterday Duneannon
called on me, and told me O’Connell had got wp an oppo-
sition to him in Kilkenny; that he was of opinion that the
recent events would diminish neither his power nor his popu-
larity, and that in faet he was infallible with the Irish mob.
As Richard says, ¢ if this have no effect, he is immortal.’

The Duke of Wellington called on my family yesterday;
he says the Reform question will not be carried, and Le
thinks the Govermment cannot stand, that things are certainly
better (internmally), and that the great fear is lest people
should be too much afraid.

Wentto Lady Dudley Stewart’s last night 5 a party; saw
o vulgarlooking, fat man with spectacles, and a mincing,
rather pretty pink and white woman, his wife. The man vzs
Napoleon’s nepher, the woman Washington’s granddaugiaer,
What a host of associations, all confused and degraded? H=

t {Winthrop Mackworth Praed, & young man of grest geomls, s 3ol
just entered Parliament, 1Te took bis deyres In 1+25,
the Tories as the rival and competitor of Thotss Za
Dut unbappily be died in 1830,]
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is a son of Murat, the King of Naples, who was said to be
¢le dieu Mars jusqu’a six heures du soir.” He was heir to a
throne, and is now a lawyer in the United States, and his
wife, whose name I know not, Sandon told me, was Wash=
ington’s granddaughter. (This must be a mistake, for I
think Washington never had any children.)!

February 24th.—At Newmarket for three days, from
Saturday till Tuesday; riding out at eight o’clock every
morning and inhaling salubrious air. Came back the night
before last and found matters in a strange state. The
Government, strong in the House of Lords (which is a
secondary consideration), is weak in the House of Com-
mons to a degree which is contemptible and ridiculous.
Even Sefton now confesses that Althorp is wretched. There
he is leading the House of Commons without the slightest
acquaintance with the various subjects that come under dis-
cussion, and hardly able to speak at all; not one of the
Ministers exhibits anything like vigour, ability, or discretion.
Ag Althorp cannot speak, Graham is obliged to talk, or
thinks he is, and, as I predicted, he is failing ;2 with some
cleverness and plenty of fluency, he is unequal to the situa-
tion he is placed in, and his difference with Grant the other
night and his apology to O’Gorman Mahon have been preju-
dicial to the Government and to his own character. The
exultation of the Opposition is unbounded, and Peel plays
with his power in the House, only not putting it forth be-
cause it does not suit his convenience; but he does what he
likes, and it is evident that the very existence of the Govern-
ment depends upon his pleasure. His game, however, is to
display candour and moderation, and rather to protect them
#han not, so he defends many of their measures and restrains
the fierce animosity of his friends, but with a sort of sarcastic
civility, which, while it is put forth in their defence, is

i [Achille Murat and his wife were living at this time in the Alpha
Road, Regent’s Park. It was said she was Washington’s grand-niece, but
T am not sure what the rclationship was, if any. She was certainly not his
granddanghter,]

? It was on Lord Chandos’s motion to take into consideration‘the state
of the West Indies,
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always done in such a manner as shall best exhibit his own
autbority and his contempt for their persons individually.
While he upholds the Government he does all he can to
bring each member of it into contempt, and there they are,
helpless and confused, writhing under his lash and their own
impotence, and only mient wpon staving off a division which
would show the world how fecble they are. Neither the
late nor any other Government ever cut so poor a figure as
this does. Palmerston does nothing, Grant does worse,
Greham does no good, Althorp a great deal of harm; Stanley
alone has distingnished himself, and what he has had to do
has done very well. It is not, however, only in the House
of Commons that the Government are in snch discredit; the
Budget did their business in the City, and alienated the trzd-
ing interest. It i3 a curious circomstance that both
barn and Herries have been beset by deputations s=3 3%
vidual applications for advice and assistares nandy ns zack
sinee they left office as when they were In I wwm
and otbers, who complain to them {he
less to go to Lord Althorp, for thew3m
the slightest acquaintance with
interests on which they addresse
one man told Herries this, at the
was o Whig in principle, anéd Tad
Iate and & supporter of the yoes
generally are falling off frox H:
ominous sign. While the &orezz=
pmrctless the el ts of pomses
ing fresh foree, and m.hn":::j
checL them will pursa:
commotion arrives, or 310
country are called izzp 2
are fairly brought v

cessively xmnn;g mnlEm - .
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riding by his coach, and asked him if he knew who had
thrown the stone; he said that it terrified the Queen, and
‘was very disagreeable, as he should always be going some-
where.’ '

In the House of Commons Commitiee on the Parliament
Offices they are malking the whole thing ridiculous by the
sort of reductions they suggest. Hume proposed to cub
down the President of the Council to 1,000l a ycar, on
whichh Stormont moved he should have nothing, and this
(whiclt was intended to ridicule Hume’s proposal) was car-
ried, but will probably be rescinded. There is no directing
power anywhere, and the sort of anarchy that is fast in-
creasing must beget confusion. Nobody has the least idea
how Reform will go, or of the nature of what they mean to
propose, but the King said to Cecil Forrester yesterday, who
went to resign his office of Groom of the Bedchamber, ¢ Why
do you resign?’ He said he could not support Government
or vote for Reform. ¢Well, but you don’t know what it is,
and you might have waited till it came on, for it probably will
not be carried;’ and this he repeated twice. Lord Durbam
has volunteered to give up his salary as Privy Seal, which is
no great sacrifice, considering how long he is likely to enjoy
it, and everybody gives him credit for having suggested the
relief to coals for his own interest. Lady Holland, who has
oot a West Indian estate, attacked him about the sugar
duties, and asked him if they would not reduce them. He
said ¢ No.” She retorted, ¢ That is because you have no West
Indian estate; you have got your own job about coals done,
and you don’t care about us.” 1In the House of Lords' they
have it all their own way. The other night, on Lord Strang-
ford’s motion about the Methuen treaty, Brougham exhibited
his wonderful powers in his very best style. Without any
preparation for the question, and after it had been exhausted
in a very good speech of Goderich’s, he got up, and in answer
to Strangford and Ellenborough banged their heads together,
and displayed all his power of ridicule, sarcasm, and argn-
ment in a manner which they could not themselves help
admiring, The next night he brought forward his Chancery
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Reform measure in a speech of three hours, which, however
Iuminous, was too long for their Lordships, and before the
end of it the House had melted away to nothing. But, not-
withstanding this success, he must inwardly chafe at being
removed from his natural clement and proper sphere of
action, and he must burn with vexation at seeing Peel riot
and revel in his unopposed power, like Hector when Achilles
would not fight, though this Achilles can never fight again,
but he would give o great deal to go back to the field, and
would require much less persuasion than Achilles did.

February 25th—A drawing-room yesterday, at which the
Princess Vietoria made her first appearance. I was not
there. Lady Jersey made a scene with Lord Durkam, She
got up and crossed the room to him and said, ‘Lord Durham,
I hear that you bave said things about me which are not
true, and I desire that you will call upon me to-morrow with
2 witness to hear my positive demal, and I beg that you will
not repeat any such things about me,” or, as the Irishman
said, ¢ words to that effect.’ She was in a fury, and he, I
suppose, in o still greater. He muttered that he should
never set foot in her house again, which she did not hear, as
after delivering herself of her speech she flounced back again
to her seat, mighty proud of the exploit. It arose out of his
saying that Le should make Lady Durkam demand an
audience of the Queen to contradict the things Lady Jersey
hiad said of her and the other Whig ladies.

I saw Lady Jersey last night, and had o long con-
versation with her about her squabbles. She declares
solemnly (and T believe it) that she never said a syllable to
the Queen against her quondam friends, owns she abused
Befton to other people, eried, and talked, and the end was
that I am to try to put an end to these fracasseries. She
was mighty glorious about Ler sortie upon Lambton, whom
she dislikes, but she is vexed at the hornets’ nest she has
brought round her head. All this comes of talking, Tho
wisest man mentioned in history was the vagrant in the
Tuilerics Gardens some years ngo, who walked nbout with
a gag on, and when taken up by the police and questioned
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why he went about in that guise, he said he was imprudent,
and that he might not say anything to get himself into
jeopardy he had adopted this precaution. I wonder what
Lambton would say now about appointing others instead of
Palmerston and Co. if they should go out, which he talked
of as such an easy and indifferent matter. What arrogance
and folly there is in the world! I don’t know how long this
will last, but it must end in Peel’s being Prime Minister.
‘What a foolish proverb that is that ‘honesty is the best
policy I’

I am just come home from brealkfasting with Henry Taylor
to meet Wordsworth; the same party as when he had Southey
—Mill, Elliot, Charles Villiers. Wordsworth may be bor-
dering on sixty; hard-featured, brown, wrinkled, with pro-
minent teeth and a few scattered grey hairs, but nevertheless
not a disagreeable countenance; and very cheerful, merry,
courteous, and talkative, much more so than I should have
expected from the grave and didactic character of his writings.
He held forth on poetry, painting, politics, and metaphysics,
and with a great deal of eloguence; he is more conversible
and with a greater flow of animal spirits than Southey. He
mentioned that hLe never wrote down as he composed, but
composed walking, riding, or in bed, and wrote down after;
that Southey always composes at his desk. He talked a
great deal of Brougham, whose talents and domestic virtues
he greatly admires; that he was very generous and affec-
tionate in his disposition, full of duty and atfention to his
mother, and had adopted and provided for a whole family of
his brother’s children, and treats his wife’s’children as if they
were his own. He insisted upon taking them both with him
to the drawing-room the other day when he went in state
as Chancellor. They remonstrated with him, but in vain.
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Barch 2nd.~The great day at length arrived, and yester-
day Lord John Russellmoved for Jeave to bring in his Reform
Bill. To describe the curiosity, the intensity of the expect-
ation and excitement, would be impossible, and the secret
had bLeen so well kept that not a soul kmew what the
measure was {though most people guessed pretty well) till
they heard it. He rose at six o’clock, and spoke for two
hours and o quarter--a sweeping measure indeed, mmch
more 50 than anyone had imagined, because the Ministers
had said it was one which would give general satisfaction,
whereas this must dissatisfy all the moderate and will
probably just stop short enough not to satisfy the Radieals.
They say it was ludicrous to see the faces of the members
for those places which are to be disfranchised as they wera
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severally announced, and Wetherell, who began to take
notes, as the plan was gradually developed, after sundry
contortions and grimaces and flinging about his arms and
legs, threw down his notes with a mixture of despair and
ridicule and horror. Not many people spoke last night:
Inglis followed John Russell, and Francis Leveson closed the
debate in the best speech he has ever made, though rather
too flowery. Everything is easy in these days, otherwise
how Palmerston, Goderich, and Grant can have joined in a
measure of this sweeping, violent, and speculative character
it is difficult to conceive, they who were the disciples of
Castlereagh and the adherents of Canning; but after the
Duke of Wellington and Peel earrying the Catholic question,
Canning’s friends advocating Radical Reform, and Eldon
living to see Brougham on the Woolsack, what may one not
expect?

What everybody enquires is what line Peel will take, and
though each party is confident of success in this question, it
is thought to depend mainly upon the course he adopts and
the sentiments he expresses. Hitherto he has cautiously
abstained from committing himself in any way, and he is
free to act as he thinks best, but he certainly occupies a
grand position when he has omnium oculos in se conversos,
and the whole House of Commons looking with unutterable
anxiety to his opinions and conduct. Such has the course
of events and circumstances made this man, who is pro-
bably yet destined to play a great part, and it may be a very
useful one. God knows how this plan may be received in
the country, and what may be its fate in Parliament. The
Duke of Wellington, however, is right enough when he says
that the great present danger is lest people should be too
much afraid, for anything like the panic that prevails I
never saw, the apprehension that enough will not be done
to satiate the demon of popular opinion, and the disposition
to submit implicitly to the universal bellow that pervades
this country for what they call Reform without knowing
what it is. As to this measure, the greatest evil of it is that
it is a pure speculation, and may be productive of the best
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consequences, or the worst, or even of none at all, for all that
its nuthors and abettors ean explain to us or to themselves.

0O’Connell made his explanation the other night, which
was wretehed, and Stanley’s was very good, but it matters
not; he will tell the people in Treland that he had a vietery,
and they will believe him, Nevertheless his defeat in Xil-
kenny is an excellent thing, and will contribute greatly to
destroy the prestige of his power.

Mareh 3rd.~Xast night the debate went on, nobody
remarkably speaking but Mncanlay and Wetherell; the
former very brilliant, the latter long, rambling, and amusing,
and he gat down with sueh loud and long cheering as every-
body agreed they had never heard before in the House of
Commons, and which was taken not so much as a test of the
merits of the speech as of an indieation of the disposition
of the majority of the House. Watherell was very good fun
in o conversation he imagined at Cockermouth between Sir
Jawmes Graham and ove of his constituents. It is thought
very strange that none of the Mimisters have spoken, excepl
Althorp the first night. The general opiniou is that the
Bill will be lost in the House of Commons, and that then
Parliament will be dissolved, unless the King should take
fright and prefer to change his Ministers.

Mareh 5th.~On Thursday night the great speeches wero
those of Hobliouse on one side and Peel on the other, which
last was received with the greatest enthusiasm, and some said
{as usual) that it was the finest oration they had ever heard
within the walls of Parliament ; it seems by the veport of it
to have been very able aud very eloguent. The people cotne
into the ‘Travellers” after the debate, and bring their different
accounts all tinetured by their partieular opinions and pre-
judices, so that the exact truth of the relative merits of
the speakers is only attainable by the newspaper reporis,
imperfeet as they nre, the next day. The, excitement is
beyond anything I ever saw. Last night Stanley anssered
Peel in an excellent specch and one which i likely ¢ mise
his reputation very high. He is evidently desirous of pitting
himsell against Peel, whom he dislikes; and it iz prolable
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that they are destined to be the rival leaders of two great
Parliamentary parties, if things settle down into the ancient
practices of Parliamentary warfare. The other events of
last night were the resignation of Charles Wynne and his
opposition to the Bill, and the unexpected defection from
Government of Lord Seymour, the Duke of Somerset’s son,
and Jeffrey’s specch, which was very able, but somewhat
tedious.

March 7th.—Nothing talked of, thought of, dreamt of,
but Reform. Every creature one meets asks, What is said
now ? How will it go ? Whatis the last news? What do you
think ? and so it is from morning till night, in the streets, in
the clubs, and in private houses. Yesterday morning met
Hobhouse ; told him how well I heard he had spoken, and
asked him what he thought of Peel’s speech; he said it was
brilliant, imposing, but not much in it. Everybody cries up
(more than usual) the specches on their own side, and despises
those on the other, which is peculiarly absurd, because the
speaking has been very good, and there is so much to be
said on both sides that the speech of an adversary may be
applanded without any admission of his being in the right.
Hobhouse told me he had at first been afraid that his consti-
tuents would disapprove this measure, as so many of them
would be disfranchised, but that they had behaved nobly and
were quite content and ready to make any sacrifices for such
an object. I asked him if he thought it would be carried;
he said he did not like to think it would not, for he was
desirous of keeping what he had, and he was persuaded he
should lose it if the Bill were rejected. I said it was an
unlucky dilemma when one-half of the world thought like
him and the other half were equally convinced that if it be
carried they shall lose everything.

Dined at Boodle’s with the Master of the Rolls and
Charles Grant, who talked about Peel and the reconstruc-
tion of the Tory party; that Peel and Wetherell do not yet
speal, but that the parties have joined, and at the meeting
at Wetherell’s Herries went to represent Peel with sixteen
or eighteen of his friends. Ross, another of Peel’s dmes
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damnées, told me the same thing, and that they would soon
come together again, Grant said he knew that the Duke of
Wellington had expressed his readiness to take any part in
whicl: it was thought be conld render service, cither a
prominent or a subordinate one or none at all. If so he
will be a greater man than ho has ever been yet.

Grant talked long and pathetieally about the West Indies,
and told me o curious anecdote on the authority of Scarlett,
who was present. When Wilberforce went ont of Parlin~
ment he went to Canning and offered him the lead and
dircetion of his party (the Saints), urging him to aceept it,
and assuring him that their sopport wonld give him o
strength which to an ambitious man like him was invalu~
able. Canning took thrce days to consider it, but finally
deelined, and then the party elected Brougham as their
chiefy hence the representation of Yorkshire and mauy other
incidents in Brougham’s carcer.

Grant gave me o curious account of old 8ir Robert Peel.
He was the younger son of o merchant, his fortune (very
small) Jeft to him in the house, and he was not to take it only
He gave up the fortune and started in business withast 2
shilling, but as the active partner in a concern with %
other men—Yates (whose daughter he afterwards m.
and nnother~who betsveen them made wp 60001 S=mu
this beginning he left 250,000 apiece to his five mngmy
sons, 60,0001, to his three daughters each, and 22,0000y rear
in land aud 450,000L inthe funds to Peel. Inli
gave Peel 12,000% o year, the others 3,000L, sndl
himself. He was always giving them monvy.
which it might have been thought he would ke
e paid for Pecl's house when be built &
pean de Paille (2,700 guineas) when T}

AMareh 10th—The debate b
to-night; everybody heartily si
great as ever. last migli £
vebemently cheered by the Govmrmeme—:
and all, all diffireness
the other way, gwd; Omi
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nautical terms and a simile about a ship, in which he
floundered and sank. Sir J. Yorke quizzed him with great
effect. To-day the City went up with' their address, to which
the King gave a very general answer. There was great
curiosity to know what his answer would be. I rather think
this address was got up by Government. Brougham had
written to Liverpool to encowrage the Reformers there, as he
owned to George Villiers last night; and Pearson was with
Ellice at the Treasury for an hour the day before this
address was moved in the City. They have gone so far
that they certainly wish for agitation here. The Duke of
Wellington is alarmed; nobody guesses how the question
will go. Went to Lady Jersey the day before yesterday to
read her correspondence with Brougham, who flummeried
her over with notes full of affection and praise, to which she
responded in the same strain, and so they are friends again.
While I was reading her reply the Duke of Wellington came
in, on which she huddled it up, and I conclude he has nob
seen her cffusion. News arrived that the Poles have been
beaten and have submitted. There is a great fall in the
Trench funds, as they are expected not to pay their dividends.
Lurope is in a nice mess. The events of a quarter of a
century would hardly be food for a weelk now-a-days.

March 11th.—It is curious to see the change of opinion
as to the passing of this Bill. The other day nobody would
hear of the possibility of it, now everybody is beginning to
think it will be carried. The tactics of the Opposition have
been very bad, for they ought to have come to a division
immediately, when I think Government would have been
beaten, but it was pretty certain that if they gave time to
the country to declare itself the meetings and addresses
would fix the wavering and decide the doubtful. There
certainly never was anything like the unanimity which per-
vades the country on the subject; and though I do not think
they will break out into rebellion if it is lost, it is impossible
not to see that the feeling for it (kept alive as it will be by
every sort of excitement) must prevail, and that if this
particular Bill is not carried some other must very like if,
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and which, if it is much short of this, will only leave a peg to
hang fresh discussions upon. The Government is desperate
and sces no chance of safety but from their success in the
measure, but I have my doubts whether they will render
themselves immortal by it. It is quite impossible to guess
at its effocts at present upon the House of Commons in
the first return which may be made under it, but if o vast
difference is not made, and if it shall still leave to property
and personal influence any great extent of power, the Tory
party, which iz sure to be revived, will in all probalality be
too strong for the Reforming Whigs. The Duke of Wel-
lington expected to gain strength Dy passing the Catholic
question, whereas he was ruined by it.

Maich 15th.~—1It is universally beheved that this Bill will
pass, except by some of the ultras agamst it, or by the fools.
Bub what next? That nobody can tell, though to sec the
exultation of the Government one would imagine they saw
their way elearly to o result of wonderful good. I have little
doubt that it will be read o second time, snd be a good deal
battled in Committee. Although they are defermina z»
carry it through the Committee with o highhand, end awu >
suffer any alterations, probably some sort of compmmi
matters of inferior mowent will be made.
comes into operation how disappointed everybolly
and first of all the people! Their imaginations are
the highest pitch, but they will open their ¢ye-~v:
when they find no sort of advantage acerning tod

strocted after their own hearts, which w2l
assembly in all respects inferior {o ey
will not be satisfied, and as it will v 2m:
there will he plenty of
have not pone far enuz
does not do all that pogniar iz
treatrd with yery 5ids wermo
that the tendeney of 23, I
Rands of the Duded oo
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party, which will be selfish, bigoted, and ignorant, and a
Radical party, while the Whig party, who will have carried
the measure, will sink into insignificance. Such present
themselves to my mind as possible alternatives, as far as it is
practicable to take anything like a view of probabilities in .
the chaos and confusion that mighty alterations like these
produce. '

I dined with Lord Grey on Sunday; they are all in high
spirits. Howick told his father that he had received a letter
from some merchant in the North praising the Bill, and
saying he approved of the whole Government except of
Poulett Thomson. In the evening Brougham, John Russell,
and others arrived. I hear of Brougham from Sefton,
with whom he passes most of his spare time, to relieve his
mind by small tallk, persiflage, and the gossip of the day.
He tells Sefton ¢ that he likes his office, but that it is a mere
plaything, and there is nothing to do; his life is too idle, and
when he has cleared off the arrears, which he shall do forth-
with, that he really does not know how he shall get rid of
his time ;° that ‘he does not suffer the prolixity of counsel,
and when they wander from the point he brings them back
and says, “ You need not say anything on that point; whatI
want to be informed upon is so and so.””” He is a wonderful
man, the most extraordinary I ever saw, but there is more
of the mountebank than of greatness in all this. It may
do well enough for Sefton, who is as ignorant as he is sharp
and shrewd, and captivated with his congenial offhand-
ism, but it requires something more than Brougham’s flip-
pant ipse dixzit to convince me that the office of Chancellor
is such a sinecure and bagatelle. He had a levee the
other night, which was Dbrilliantly attended —the Axch-
bishops, Duke of Wellington, Lord Grey, a host of people.
Sefton goes and sits in his private room and sees his recep-
tions of people, and gives very amusing accounts of his
extreme politeness to the Lord Mayor and his cool ¢nsou-
¢iance with the Archbishop of Canterbury. The stories of
him as told by Sefton would be invaluable to his future
biographer, and never was a life more sure to be written
hereafter.
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March 171h~The night before last Wynford attacked
Brougham’s Bill, and got Insbed in return with prodigious
severity. He is resolved to press it, though George Villiers
told me ke had promised Lyndhurst to wait for his
return to town. Notwithstanding his vapouring about the
Court: of Chancery, and treating it as such child’s play,
Leach affirms (but he is disappointed and bates him} that be
is n very bad judge and knows nothing of his business. ‘He
was o very bad advocate; why should he make a good
judge?’

The Reform Bill is just printed, and already are the
various objections raised against different parts of it suffi~
clent to show that it will be pulled to pieces in Com-
mittee. Both parties confident of success on the second
reading, but the country will have it; there is s determina~
tion on the subject, and a wnanimity perfectly marvellous,
and no demonstration of the unfitness of any of its parts will
be of any avail; some of its details may be corrected and
amended, but substantially it must pass pretty much as
it is,

Brougham has been getting into a squabble with the
nilitary. At the drawing-room on Thursday they refused tolot
Lis carriage pass through the Horse Guards, when be ordered
lis conchman to foree his way through, which he did. He
was quite wrong, and it was very unbecoming and undignified.
Lord Londonderry called for an esplanation in the House
of Lords, when Brougham made n speech, and a very lame
one, He said he ordered his coachman to go baek, who did
not Lear him and went on, and when he had got through he
thought it was not worth while to turn back. The Lords
laughed. A fow days after he drove over the soldiers in
Downing Street, who were relieving guard; but this time he
id no great harm to the men, and it veas not bis fault, but
these things are talked of.

Dined yesterday with General Macdonald to meet the
Kembles. Miss Fanny is near being very handsome from
the extrmordinary cxpression of her countenance and fine
eyes, but lier figure is not good. She is short, hands and

YO5. I b3
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A
feet large, arms handsome, skin dark and coarse, and her
manner wants case and repose. IHer mother is a very agree-
able woman. I did not sit next to Fanny, and had no talk
with her afterwards.

March 18th.—Met Robert Clive yesterday morning; very
low about the Bill, which he thinks so sure to be carried
that he questions the expediency of dividing on the second
reading ; complained bitterly of the bad tactics and want of
union of the party, and especially of Peel’s inactivity and
backwardness in not having rallied and taken the lead more
than he has; e is in fact so cold, phlegmatic, and calculat-
ing that he disgusts those who can’t do without him as a
leader; he will always have political but never personal
influence.

March 20th.—On TFriday night, after not a long but an
angry and noisy debate, there was a division on the fimber
duties, and Government was beaten by forty-three, all the
Saints, West Indians, and anti-Free-traders voting with the
great body of Opposition. Their satisfaction was tumultuous.
They have long been desirous of bringing Ministers to a trial
of strength, and they did not care much upon what; they
wanted to let the world see the weakness of Government,
and besides on this occasion they hoped that a defeat might
be prejudicial to the Reform Bill, so that this matter of com-
mercial and fiscal policy is not decided on its own merits, but
is influenced by passion, violence, party tactics, and its
remote bearing upon another question with whiech it has no
immediate relation. Althorp was obliged to abandon his
original proposition of taking off 5s. from the duty on Baltic
timber, which is 55s. (and 45s. on deals), and adding 10s. to
the Canadian, which is already 10s. He proposed instead to
take off 6s. from the former this year, Gs. next, and 3s. next,
so as to give plenty of time for the withdrawal of capital,
and to meet all contingencies. The proposal was not unfair,
and in other times would have been carried. Poulett Thom-
son made a very good speech, clear and satisfactory. Peel
was what is called very factious—that is, in opposition—just
what the others were, violent and unreasonable as far as the
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question is concerued, but acting upon a system having for
jts object to embarrass the Government,

Istill think the second reading of the Reform Bill will
pass, and, all things considered, that it would be the best
thing that could happen; it is better to capitulate than
to be taken by storm. The people are unanimous, good-
humoured, and determined ; if the Bill is thrown out, their
good humour will disappear, the country will be a scene of
violence and uproar, and a most ferocions Parliament will
be returned, which will not only carry the question of
Reform, but possibly do so in a very different form. Wo
should see the wra leonum vincla recusantiim, and this propo-
sition is so evident, this stato of things is so indisputable,
that it is marvellous to me how apybody can triumph and
exult in the anticipation of a victory the consequences of
which would be more unfortunate than a defeat. If indeed
a victory could seb the matter at rest, confirm our present in~
stitutions, and pacify the people, it wonld be very well; but
Reform the people will have, and no human power, moral or
physical, can now arrest its career. It would be better, then,
to concede with o good grace, and to modify the measure in
Committee, which may still be practicable, than to oppose
it point-blank without a prospect of suceess.

March 22nd.—The debato began agrin last night, and was
adjourned. It was dull, and the Honse impatient, To-night
they will divide, and after a thousand fluctuations of opinion
it is thought the Bill will be thrown out by a small majority.
Then will come the question of a dissolntion, which one side
affirms will take place directly, and the other that the King
will not consent to it, knowing, as ¢‘the man in the strect’ (as
we call him at Newmarket) always does, the greatest seerets
of kings, and being the confidant of their most hidden
thoughts. As for me, I sec nothing bui a chioice of difi-
culties either way, and victory or defeat would be equally bad.
It is 0odd enough, but I believe Lord Lansdowne thinks just
the game, for ho asked me yesterday morning what I expected
would be the result, nnd I told him my opinion on the whole
question, and he replied, ‘I can add nothing to what you

x2
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have said; that is exactly my own opinion,” and I have very
little doubt that more than half the Cabinet in their hearts
abhor the measure. Knatehbull was taken ill in the morning,
and could not go to the House at all.

March 23rd.~The House divided at three o’clock this
morning, and the second reading was carried by a majority
of oncin the fullest House that ever was known—303 to 302—
both parties confident up to the moment of division; but the
Opyposition most so, and at last the Government expected to
be beaten. Denman told somebody as they were going to
divide that the question would be lost; Caleraft and the
Wrynnes’ going over at the eleventh hour did the business.
I DLelieve that this division is the best thing that could
happen, and so I told the Dulke in the morning, and that T
had wished it to be carried by a small majority; I met him
walking with Arbuthnot in the Park. He said, ‘I could not
take such a course’ (that was in answer to my saying I
wished it to Dbe read a second time, to be lost in the Com-
mittee). I said, < But you would have nothing to do with it
personally.” ¢No; but as belonging to the party I could not
recommend such a course,” which seemed as if he did not
altogether disagree with my view of it. T stopped at the
¢Travellers’ till past three, when a man came in and told me
the news. I walked home, and found the streets swarming
with members of Parliament coming from the House. My
belief is (if they manage well and are active and determined)
that the Bill will be lost in Committee, and then this will be
the best thing that could have occurred.

BMarch 24th.—The agitation the other night on the divi-
sion was prodigious. The Government, who stayed in the
House, thought they had lost it by ten, and the Opposition,
who were crowded in the lobby, fancied from their numbers
that they were sure of winning. There was betting going on
all night long, and large sums have been won and lost. The
people in the lobby were miscounted, and they thought they
had 803, At the levee yesterday and Council ; the Govern-
ment are by way of being satisfied, but hardly can be. I met
the Duke of Wellington afterwards, who owned to me that he
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thought this small majority for the Bill was on the whole the
best thing that could have oceurred, and that seems tobe the
opinion generally of its opponents.

Nothing particularly at the levee; Brougham very good
fun, The King, who had put off going to the Opern on
vccount of the death of his son-in-law Kennedy, appeared in
mourning {erape, that is), which is reckoned bad taste; the
public allow natural fecling to supersede Jaw and etiquette,
but it is too much to extend that courtesy to a son-in-law,’
and his daughter is not in England, Somebody said that
it wag the first time a King of England had appeared in
mourning that his sabjects did not wear.! In the evening to
the Ancient Concert, where the Queen was, and by-the-bye
in mourning, and the Margravine and Duchess of Gloucester
too, but they (the two latter) could hardly be mourning for
Lord Cassihs’s son.  Horace Seymour, Meynell, and Calvert
were all turned out of their places in the Lord Chamberlain's
department on account of their votes the other night.

The change of Ministers at Paris and Casimir Périev’s
speech have restored something like confidence about French
affairs. The Princo of Orange is gone back to Holland, to his
infinite disgust; he was escorted by Lady Dudley Stewart
and Mrs, Fox as far as Gravesend, T believe, where they were
found the next day in their white satin shoes and evening
dresses, He made a great fool of himself here, and destroyed
any sympathy there might have been for his political mis-
fortunes; supping, dancing, and acting, and little {rather
innocent) orgies at these ladies’ houses formed his habitual
occupation.

A sort of repose from the cursed Bill for a mowent, bzt
it is said that many who opposed it before ure going to £xp-
port it in Committec; nobody knows, When the Ep=zler
put the question, each party roarced “Aye’ and ¢Xo” Litis
viribus, e said he did not knosw, and put it eoxie. After
that he said, ‘T am not sure, but I think {L rare jt’
Then the noes went out into the Jolby, and e o2
they never would have done filing out, 223 e
so0 empty when they were gone that ke Grrwemoyr,
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despair. They say the excitement was beyond anything., I
continue to hear great complaints of Peel—of his coldness,
incommunicativeness, and deficiency in all the qualities
requisite for a leader, particularly at such a time. There is
nobody else, or he would be deserted for any man who had
talents enough to take a prominent part, so much does he
disgust his adherents. Nobody knows what are his
opinions, feelings, wishes, or intentions; he will not go en
avant, and nobody feels any dependence upon him. There is
no help for it and the man’s nature can’t be altered. I said
all this to Ross yesterday, his devoted adhierent, and he was
obliged to own it, with all kinds of regrets and endeavours to
soften the picture. -

April 14th.—The Reform campaign has reopened with a
violent speech from Hunt denouncing the whole thing as a
delusion; that the people begin to find out how they are
humbugged, and that as it will make nothing cheaper they
don’t care about its The man’s drift is not very clear
whether the Bill is really unpalatable at Preston or whether
he wants to go further directly. At the same time John
Russell announced some alterations in the Bill, not, as he
asserted, trenching upon its principle, but, as the Opposition
declares, altering it altogether. On the whole, these things
have inspirited its opponents, and, as they must produce
delay, are in so far bad for the Reform cause. Besides,
though the opinion of the country is universally in its favour,
people are beginning to think that it may be rejected without
any apprehension of such dreadful consequences ensuing as
have been predicted. Then the state of Ireland is such that
it is thought the Ministers cannct encounter a dissolution,
not that I feel any security on that head, for I believe the
Cabinet is ruled by two or three men reckless of everything
provided they can prolong their own power.

April 24th.—At Newmarket all last week, and returned
to town last night to hear from those who saw them the extra-
ordinary scenes in both Houses of Parliament (the day before)
which closed the eventful week. The Reform buttle began
again on Monday last. The night before I went out of town



1833} DEFEAT AXD DISSOLUTION. 135

I met Duncannon, and walked with him up Regent Street,
when he told me that he did not believe the Mimsters wounld
be beaten, but if they were they should eertainly dissolve
instantly; that %e should bave liked to dissolve long ngo,
Dut they owed it to their fricnds not to have recourse to a
dissolution if they could help it. On Monday General
Gascoyne moved that the Committee should be instructed
not to reduce the members of the House of Commons, and
this was carried after two nights’ debate by eight, The dis~
solution was then decided upon. Meanwhile Lord Wharn-
cliffe gave notice of o motion to address the King not to
dissolve Parliament, and this was to have come on on Fridoy.
On Thursday the Ministers were again beaten in the House
of Commous on 2 question of adjournment, and en Fuday
morning they got the King to go down and prorogue Parha-
ment in person the same day. This coup détat was so
sudden that nobody was aware of it il within two or three
hours of the time, and many not at all,  They told him that
the cream-coloured borses ecould not be got ready, when he
said, ¢ Then I will go with anybody else’s horses.” Somebody
went off in o carriage to the Tower, to feteh the erown, and
they collected such attendants as they could find to go with
his Majesty, The Houses met at one or two o’clock. In the
House of Commons 8ir R. Vyvyan made a furious speech,
attacking the Government on every point, and {excited as he
was) it was very well done. The Ministers made no reply,
but Sir Franeis Burdett and Tennyson endeavoured to inter~
rupt with calls to oxder, and when the Speaker decided that
Vyvyan was not out of order Tennyson disputed his opinion,
which enraged the Speaker, and soon after called up Peel,
for whow he was reselved to procure o hearing, The scene
then resembled that which took placo on Lord North's
resignation in 1782, for Althorp (I think) moved that Burdett
should be heard, and the Speaker said that ¢ Peel was in
possession of the Xouse to speak on that motion.” He made
a very violent speecly, nttnckmo the Government for their

petence, folly, and recld , and treated them with
the utimost nspcmt) and contempt. In tho midst of his
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entering the House of Lords, nor till he approacked the
throne; and while the King was ascending the steps the
hoarse voice of Lord Londonderry was heard crying * Hear,
hear, hear?” The King from the robing-room heard the
noise, and asked what it all meant. The conduct of the
Chancellor was most extraordinary, skipping in and out of
the House and moking most extraordinary speeches. In
the midst of the uproar he went out of the House, when
Lord Shaftesbury was moved into the chair. In the middle
of the debate Brougham again came wmn and said, it was
most extraordinary that the King’s undoubted right to dis-
solve Parliament shonld be questioned at a moment when
the House of Commons liad taken the unprecedented course
of stopping the supplies,” and baving so said (which was a
lie) ke flounced out of the House to receive the King on his
arrisal.  The King ought not properly to have worn the
crown, never having been erowned; but when he was in the
robing-room he said to Lord Hastings, < Lord Hastings, I
wear the crownj where is it9* It was brought to him, and
when Lord Hastings was going to put it on his head he said,
¢ Nobody shali put the crown on my head but myself, He
pub it on, and then turned to Lord Grey ond said, * Now, my
Lord, the coronation is over) George Villiers said that in
his life he never saw such n scene, and as he looked at the
Iing upon the throne with the crown loese upon his head,
and the tall, grim figure of Lord Grey close beside him, with
the sword of state in his hand, it was as if the King had
got his excentioner by his side, and the whole picture looked
strikingly typieal of his and our futare destinies.

Such has been the termination of this Parliament and of
the first net of the new Ministerial drama; there never was
o Government ousted with more ignominy than the last, nor
o Ministry that came in with higher pretensions, greater
professions, nudl better prospects than the present, but
otherday in cur hage, = * T tam centload L mes b g
the Ushier of the IRack .
Clmncvllor, you must co " . toe .

must come,' nad thathe = = s ot
and witkout having tinme to sit down o say ooy more,
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of stopping the supplies,’ and baving so said (which was a
lie) be flounced out of the House to receive the King on his
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entering the House of Lords, nor till he approached the
throne; and while the King was ascending the steps the
hoarse voice of Lord Londonderry was heard crying ¢ Hear,
hear, hear!” The King from the robing-room heard the
noise, and asked what it all meant. The conduct of the
Chancellor was most extraordinary, skipping in and out of
the House and making most estraordinary speechies. In
the midst of the uproar he went out of the House, when
Tord Shaftesbury was moved into the chair. In the middle
of the debate Brougham again came in and said, ‘it was
most extraordinary that the King’s undoubted right to dis-
solve Parliament should be questioned at 8 moment when
the Honse of Commons had taken the unprecedented course
of stopping the supplies,” and having so said {which was a
lie) he flounced out of the House to receive the King on his
arrival.  The Xing ought not properly to have worn the
erown, never having been crowned; but when he was in the
robiug-room he said to Lord Hastings, ¢ Lord Iastings, I
wear the crown; where is it?> Xt was brought to him, and
wwhen Lord Hastings was going te put it on his liead be said,
¢ Nobody shall put the crown on my head but myself.’ He
put it on, and then turned to Lord Grey and said, * Now, my
Lord, the coronation is over” George Villiers said that in
his life he never saw such n scene, and as he looked at the
King upon the throne with the crown loose upon his head,
and the tall, grim figure of Lord Grey close beside him, vwith
the sword of state in his band, it was as if the King lad
got his executioner by his side, and the whole pictare Jooked
strikingly typical of his and our future destinies,
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nothing ever corresponded less than their performances
with their pretensions. The composition of the Government
was radically defective, and with a good deal of loose talent
there was so much of passion, folly, violence, and knavery,
together with inexperience and ignorance mixed up with it,
that {from the very beginning they cut the sorriest possible
figure. Such men as Richmond, Durham, Althorp, and
Graham, in their different ways, were enough to spoil any
Cabinet, and consequently their course has been marked by
a series of blunders and defeats. TUp to the moment of the
dissolution few people expected it would happen, some
thinking the King would not consent, others that the
Government would never venture upon it, but the King is
wealk and the Ministry reckless. That disposition, which at
first appeared so laudable, of putting himself implicitly into
the hands of his Ministers, and which seemed the more so
from the contrast it afforded to the conduct of the late King,
who was always thwarting his Ministers, throwing diffi-
culties in their way, and playing a double part, becomes
vicious when carried to the extent of paralysing all free
action and free opinion on his part, and of suffering himself
to be made the instrument of any measures, however violent.
It may be said, indeed, that he cordially agrees with these
men, and has opinions coincident with theirs, but this is not
probable; and when we remember his unlimited confidence in
the Duke up to the moment of his resignation, it is impossible
to believe that he can have so rapidly imbibed principles the
very reverse of those which the Duke maintained.! It is
more likely that he has no opinions, and is really a mere
puppet in the hands into which he may happen to fall. Lord
Mansfield had an audience, and gave him his sentiments
upon the state of affairs. He will not say what passed
between them, but it is clear that it was of no use.

The Queen and the Royal Family are extremely unhappy
at all these things, but the former has no influence whatever

! The Xing was e\tremely opposed to the dissolution, and had remon-
strated 'wmnst it ever sinee it was first proposed to him in March., See
Lord Gxey s letter in the ¢ Times’ of March 26, 1866,
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with the King, In the meantime there are very different
opinions as {o the result of the elections, some thinking that
Government will not gain mueh by the dissolution, others
that they {or at least Reform) vweill win everything. It scems
to me quite impossible that they shounld not win everything,
but time is gained to the other side, The census of 1851 wil
De out, and the chapter of accidents may and must make much
difference; still I see no possibility of arresting the progress
of Reform, and whether this Bill or another like it passes 13
much the same thing. The Government have made it up
with O'Connell, which is one mouthful of the dirty pudding
they harve bad to swallow, as one of their own fijends smd of
them.

April 36th.—Last night at the Queen’s ball; heaps of
people of oll sorts; everybody talking of the clections, Both
parties pretend to bo confident, but the Government with
the best reason. The county members, as Sefton says, are
tumbling about like nine-pins, and though it seems not
improbable that the Opposition will gain in the boroughs,
they must lose greatly in the connties; nnd we must not
only look to the relative numbers, but to the compuasition of
the respective partics. A large minority composed of borouglh
nominees, corporation members, and only a sprinkling of
what is called independence would not look well, Xarge
sums have been subseribed on both sides, but on that of the
Opposition there is o want of candidates more than of places
to send them to.

T met Lyndhurst Jast night, and asked him what it was
e said in the House of Lords. He said it was nothing very
violent, but that it was not heard. The Duke of Richmomd
had spoken to the point of order, and said in a very marked
way ¢ he saw @ noble Enrl sitting by o junior Baron.” This
was Lyndhurst, who was offended at the sneer wpon his want
of ancienncté, and who retorted that before the noble Duke
made such speeches on points of order ho would do well to
make himself acquainted with the orders of the Ilouse, of
which it was obrious ko knew nothing. The Dake of Devon-
shire told Lady Lyndhurst that her husband ought {o resign
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his judicial situation because he had displayed hostility to
Government the other night, but it would be a new maxim
to establish that the Judges were to be amenable to the
Mimster for their political opinions and Parliamentary con-
duct.

April 29th.—The night before last there was an illumi-
nation, got up by the foolish Lord Mayor, which of course
produced an uproar and a general breaking of obnoxious
windows. Lord Mansfield and the Duke of Buccleuch went
to Meclbourne in the morning and remonstrated, asking what
protection he meant to afford to their properties. A gun
(with powder only) was fired over the heads of the mob from
Apsley House, and they did not go thereagain. The Govern-
ment might have discouraged this manifestation of triumph,
but they wished for it for the purpose of increasing the
popular excitement. They don’t care what they do, or what
others do, so long as they can keep the people in a ferment.
It is disgusting to the last degree to hear their joy and ex-
ultation at the success of their measures and the good pros-
pects held out to them by the elections; all of which may
turn out very well, but if it does not ¢ who shall set hoddy-
doddy up again?’ Lord Cleveland has subsecribed 10,000%
to the election fund.

Lord Yarborough, by a very questionable piece of political
morality, has given the Holmes boroughs in the Isle of Wight
to Government; they are the property of Sir L. Holmes’s
daughter, whose guardian he is as well as executor under
the will. In this capacity he has the disposal of the boroughs,
and he gives them to the Ministers to fill with men who are
1o vote for their disfranchisement. A large price is paid for
them—4,000{.—but it makes a difference of eight votes, and if
the Bill is carried they will be worth nothing. The elections
promise well for Government even in the boroughs, as I was
persuaded they would. O’Connell has put forth a proclama-
tion entreating, commanding peace, order, and support of the
Bill’s supporters. Tom Moore called on me yesterday morning. -
He said that he was a Reformer and liked the Bill, but he
was fully aware of all that it might produce of evil fo the
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present system. He owned frankly that he felt like an Irish-
man, and that the wrongs of Ircland and the obstinacy of
the faction who had oppressed her still rankled in his heart,
and that he should not be sorry at any vengeance which
might overtake them at last. I hear renewed complaints of
Peel, of his selfish, cold, calculating, cowardly policy; that
we are indebted to him principally for our present condition
1 have no doubt—to his obstinacy and to his conduct in the
Catholic question first, to his opposition and then to his sup-
port of it. Opposing all and every sort of Reform totiz virtbus
while he dared, now he makes a death-bed profession of
acquiescence in something which should be more moderate
than this, All these things disgust people inconceivably, and
it is not the less melancholy that he is our only resource, and
his capacity for business and power in the House of Com-
mons places him so far above all his competitors that if we
are to have o Conservative party wo must look to him alone
to lead it.

May 7th.—Nothing conld go on worse than the elections
—Reformers returned everywhere, so much so that the
contest is over, and we have only to await the event and
see what the House of Lords will do. In the Mouse of
Commons the Bill is already carried, It is supposed that the
Ministers themselves begin to be alarmed at the devil they
have let loose, and well they may; but he is out, and stop
him who ean. The King has put off his visit to the City
Decause ha is ill, as the Government would have it believed,
but really because he is furious with the Lord Mayor at all
the riots and uproar on the night of the illumination. That
night the Queen went to the Ancient Concert, and on her
return the mob surrounded the carriage; she had no guards,
and the footmen were obliged to beat the peoplo off with
their canes to prevent their thrusting their heads into the
coach. She was frightened and the King very mueh unnoyel
Me heard the noise and tumult, and paced backwards zzd
forwards in his room waiting for her return, When afe
came back Lord Howe, her chamberlain, ns nenz)
her, when the King said, *How is the Quien’ 2o wazs
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down to meet her. Howe, who is an eager anti-Reformer,
said, ¢ Very much frightened, sir,” and made the worst of it.
She was in fact terrified, and as she detests the whole of
these proceedings, the more distressed and disgusted. The
King was very angry, and immediately declared he would
not go to the City at all. It is supposed that Government
will malke a large bateh of Peers to secure the Bill in the
House of Lords, but the press have already begun to attack
that House, declaring that if they pass the Bill it will be
from compulsion, and if they do not that they are the ene-
mies of the people.

May 11th.—The eclections are going on universally in
favour of Reform; the great interests in the counties are
everywhere broken, and old connections dissevered. In Wor-
cestershire Captain Spencer, who has nothing to do with the
county, and was brought there by his brother-in-law, Lord
Lyttelton, has beaten Lygon, backed by all the wealth of his
family ; the Manners have withdrawn from Leicesbershire and
Cambridgeshire, and Lord . Somerset from Gloucester-
shire; Lord Worcester too is beaten at Monmouth. Kvery-
where the tide is irresistible ; all considerations are sacrificed
to the success of the measure. At the last Essex election
Colonel Tyrrell saved Western, who would have been beaten
by Long Wellesley, and now Western has coalesced with
Wellesley against Tyrrell, and will throw him out. In
Northamptonshire Althorp had pledged himself to Cart-
wright not to bring forward another candidate on his side,
and Milton joins him and stands. The state of excitement,
doubt, and apprehension which prevails will not quickly
subside, for the battle is only beginning; when the Bill is
carried we must prepare for the second act.

May 14¢h.~—The elections are still going for Reform. They
count upon a majority of 140 in the House of Commons, but
the Tories meditate resistance in the House of Lords, which
it is to be hoped will be fruitless, and it is probable the Peers
~will trot round as they did about the Catholic question when
it comes to the point. There is a great hubbub at Northamp-
ton about a pledge which Althorp is supposed to have
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given not to bring forward another candidate against Cart~
wright, which the anti-Reformers say he has violated in
patting up Milton, and morcover that such conduct is very
dishonest; and ashis honesty was his principal recommenda-
tion, if he should have forfeited that what would remain to
him? On the contrary his friends say that he gave no such
pledge, that he expressed a hope there might be no contest,
but the people would have Milton 3 and though Althorp re-
gretted his standing, ns he did stand they were obliged to
join for their common safety, 8o much for this clectioneering
squabble, of which time will elicit the truth. Last night I
wient to Prince Leopold’s, where was George Fitzelarence
receiving congratulations on his new dignity (Earl of
Munster). ¥e told me everybody had been very kind about
it—the King, Lord Grey, his friends, and the publie. He
had told Lord Grey he was anxious his brothers and sisters
ghould bave the rank of marquis’s sons and daughters (to
give them titles), Grey had only objected that their titles
would then represent a higher rank than his own,) but that
he laid no stress on that objection, and it would be done
dircetly. Melbourne has written a letter to the Lord Mayor
assuring him that il health is the only obstacle to the King's
visit to the City, und that there is no foundation for the
report of his displeasare, the Lord Mayor’s explanation
having proved quite satisfactory, This is not true, I believe,
but they make him say so.

May 22nd.—At Epsom all Jast week for the races at o
liouse which Lord Chesterfield took; nobedy there but the
three sistors? and their two husbands.  Rode out on tho downs
every morning, and enjoyed the fine country, as beautifal ag
any I have seen of the kind. After the races on Friday
T went to Richinond fo dine with Lord and Lady Lyndhurst,
and was refreshed by his vigorous mind after the three or
four days I had passed. Ho thinks the state of things very
bad, has a pgreat contempt for this Government, is very

t {1t {.ord Groy said this it was a mistale, The younger tons and

dauzliters of marquises tale rank after earls.j
3 {Lady Chesterticld, Mrs, Anton, and Mies Torester.]
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such wonderful doings in his Court and in the Bills he has an-
nounced ; says that he has decided no bankruptey cases, and,
except some Scotch appeals in the House of Loxds, has got
rid of hardly any arrears; and as to his Bills, the Bank-
raptey Bill was objectionable and the Chancery Bill he has
never brought on at all; that he knows he affects a short cut
to judicial eminence, but that without labour and reading
lLe camnot administer justice in that Court, although no
doubt his great acuteness and rapid perception may often
enable him at once to sce the merits of a case and hit upon’
the important points. This ke said in reply to what Y
told him of Brougham’s trumpeter Sefton, who echoes from
his own lips that ¢ the Court of Chancery is such a sinecurc
and mere child’s play.’

In the meantime the elections have been going languidly
on, and are now nearly over; contrary to the prognostications
of the Tories, they have gone off very quictly, even in Ire-
land not many contests, the anti-Reformers being unable to
malke any fight at all; cxcept in Shropshire they are dead-
beat everywhere, Northamptonshire the sharpest contest,
and the one which has made the most ill blood ; this par-
ticular election has produced a good deal of violence; else-
where the Reformers have it lollow, no matter what the
characters of the candidates, if they are only for the Bill.
Caleraft and Wellesley, the former not respected, the latter
covered with disgrace, have beat Bankes and Tyrrell.  Low-
ther had not a chance in Cumberland, where Sir James
Graham got into another serape, for in an impertinent speech
he made an attack upon Scarlett, which drew upon him a
nmessage and from him an apology. Formerly, when a man
made uso of offensive expressions and was called to account,
e thought it right to go out and stand a shot before he ate
his words, but now-a-days that picce of chivalry is dispensed
with, and politicians make nothing of being scurrilous one
day and humble the next. Hyde Villiers has been appainted
to succeed Sandon at the Board of Control as a Whip and
Reformer, e was in o hundred minds what line he
take, and had written o pamphlet to prove the pesznty  f

YOL. 11 L
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giving Ministers seats in both Houses (as in France), which
he has probably put in the fire. I am very glad he has got
the place; and though his opinions were not very decided
before, he has always been anti-Tory, and has done nothing
discreditable to get it, and it was offered to him in a very
flattering manner.

May 28th.—Yesterday Lord Grey was invested with the
blue riband, though there is no vacancy ; the only precedent
is that of Lords Liverpool and Castlereagh (which was
thought wrong), but it was on the occasion of the peace
after Buonaparte’s overthrow and when Castlereagh returned
with such delat from Paris that the whole House of Commons
rosc and cheered him as he entered it. ’

I met Alexander Baring the other night, who said it was
certain that the King was full of regrets at the extent of the
measures into which he had been hurried, when I told him
of Lord Grey’s Garter, and asked him what he said to that,
and how that bore out the assertion of the King’s regrets.
The fact is that although on one side a most indecent though
effectual use of the King’s name has been made, on the other
" there is nothing that is not asserted with equal confidence
about ¢his difficulties and his scruples.” Sefton told me that
it was the sort of things that were said that made the King
write to Lord Grey (he saw the letter) and tell him that he
thought it of the greatest importance at the present mement
to confer upon him a signal mark of his regard and of his
satisfaction with the whole of his conduct. Itis, I believe,
true that the King felt some alarm and some doubt about
the dissolution, but I do not believe that he has any doubts
or fears at present. Indeed, how should he not have suffered
himself to be led away by these people and to become iden-
tified with their measure? They have given him an ample
share of the praise of it ; they assure him it will be eminently
successful; he sees himself popular and applauded to the
skies, and as far as things have gone it has been successful,
for the elections have gone on and gone off very peaceably,
and the country in expectation of the passing of the Bill is
in a state of profound tranquillity.
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June bth.—All last week at Fern Hill for the Ascot races;
the Chesterfields, Tavistocks, Belfasts, George Ansons, Mon-
tague, Stradbroke, and Brooke Greville were there. The Royal
Family came to the course the first day with o great cortége—
<ight coaches-and-four, two phaetons, pony sociables, and
led horses—Munster riding on horseback behind the King’s
carringe, Augustus (the parson) and Frederick driving phae-
tons, The Duke of Richmond was in the King’s caléche
and Lord Grey in one of the coaches. The reception was
strikingly cold and indifferent, not half so good as that
which the late King used to receive. William was bored
to death with the races, and his own horse broke down. On
Wednesday hie did not come ; on Thursday they came again.
Beautiful weather and unprecedented multitudes, The King
was much more cheered than the first day, or the greater
number of people made a greater noite. A fow cheers were
given to Lord Grey as hie returned, which he just acknow-
ledged and 1o more. On Friday we dined at the Castle;
cach day the King asked a crowd of peoplo from the neigh-
bourkood. We arrived at a little before sevens the Queen
was only just come in from riding, so we had to wait till
near cight. Above forty people at dinner, for which the
room is not nearly large enongh; the dinner was not bad,
Lut the room insufferably hot. The Queen was taken
out by the Duke of Richmond, and the King followed
with the Ducliess of Saxe Weimar, the Queen’s sister. Ie
drinks wine with everybody, asking seven or eight at o time.
After dinner Le drops asleep. We sat for o short time.
Directly nfter coffee the band began to play; a good band,
not numerous, and principally of violins and stringed instru-
ments. The Queen and the whole party sat there all the
evening, so that it was, in fact, o concert of instrumental
music. The King took Lady Tavistock to St. George’s Hall
and the ball-room, where we walked about, with two or threo
servants carrying lamps to show the proportions. for it was
not litup,  The whole thing is exceedingly magnificent, and
the manner of Jife does not appear to be very formal, and
need not be disagreeable but for the bore of never dining

-l
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without twenty strangers. The Castle holds very few people,
and with the King’s and Queen’s immediate suite and toute la -
bdtardise it was quite full. The King’s four sons were
there, signoreggiants tutti, and the whole thing ¢ donnait &
penser’ to those who looked back a little and had seen other
days. We sat in that room in which Lyndburst has often
tallked to me of the famous five hours’ discussion with the
late King, when the Catholic Bill hung upon his caprice.
. Palmerston told me he had never been in the Castle since
the eventful day of Herries’ appointment and non-appoint-
ment; and how many things have happened since! What a
changement de décoration; no longer George I1V., capricious,
luxurious, and misanthropie, liking nothing but the society
of listeners and flatterers, with the Conyngham tribe and
one or two Tory Ministers and foreign Ambassadors; but a
plain, vulgar, hospitable gentleman, opening his doors to all
the world, with a numerous family and suite, a Whig
Ministry, no foreigners, and no toad-eaters at all. Nothing
can be more different, and looking at him one sees how
soon this act will be finished, and the same be changed
for another probably not less dissimilar. Queen, bastards,
‘Whigs,! all will disappear, and God knows what replaces
them. Came to town yesterday, and found a quarrel between
Henry Bentinck and Sir Roger Gresley, which I had to
settle, and did settle amicably in the course of the evening.
June Tth.—Dined with Sefton yesterday, who gave me an

account of a dinner at Fowell Buxton’s on Saturday to see
the brewery, at which Brougham was the ‘magnus Apollo.’
Sefton is excellent as a commentator on Brougham ; he says
that he watches him incessantly, never listens to anybody
else when he is there, and rows him unmercifully afterwards
for all the humbug, nonsense, and palaver he hears him talk
to people. They were twenty-seven at dinner. Talleyrand
was to have gone, but was frightened by being told that he
would get nothing but beefsteaks and porter, so he stayed

1 Not Whigs—they are les bienvenus, which they were not before.—July
1838.
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away. They dined in the brewhouse and visited the whole
establishment.  Lord Grey was there in star, garter, and
riband. There were people ready to show and explain every-
thing, but not a bit-~Brougham took the explanation of
cverything into his own hands—the mode of brewing, the
machinery, down to the feeding of the cart-horses. After
dinuer the account-books were brought, and the young Bux-
tons were beckoned wup to the top of the table by their father
to hear the words of wisdom that flowed from the lips of my
Lord Chancellor, He affected to study the ledger, and made
varions pertinent remarks on the manner of book-keeping.
There wus 2 man whom Brougham ealled ¢ Cornelins* (Sefton
4id not know who he was) with whom he seemed very familiar.
While Brougham was talking he dropped his voice, on which
¢Carneling’ said, ¢ Barl Grey is listening, that he might
speak Jouder and 8o notbing be lost. e was talking of
Paley, and said that ¢ although he did not always nnderstand
his own meaning, he always contrived to make it intelligible
to others,” on which ¢ Cornelins’ said, < My good {riend, if he
made it so elear to others he must have had some compre-
Tiensjon of it himself;* on which Sefton attacked him after-
wirds, and swore that ¢ he was a meye child in the hands of
“Qorncliug,”’ that “he never saw anybody so put down.'
These people are all subseribers to the Tondon Univer-
gity, and Sefton swears he overheard Brougham tell them
that ¢ Sir Isaac Newton was nothing compared to sotme of
the present professors,” or something to that effect. I put
down all this nonsense because it ammsed me in the recital,
and is excessively characteristic of the mon, one of the most
remarkable who ever existed. Lady Seffon {old me that he
went with them to the British Museum, where all the officers
of the Musenm were in nttendance to yeceive them. He
would not let anybody explain nnything, but did all the
honours himself. At last they camo to the collection of
minerals, when she thought he must be brought to a stand-
still.  Their conductor began to deseribe them, when Broug- ~
ham taok the words out of his mouth, and dashed off with
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as much case and familiarity as if he had been a Buckland
or a Cuvier. Such is the man, 2 grand mixtare of moral,
political, and intellectual incongruities.

June 10th.—Breakfasted the day before yesterday with
Rogers, Sydney Smith, Luttrell, John Russell, and Moore ;
excessively agreeable. I mever heard anything more enter-
taining than Sydrey Smith; such bursts of merriment and
so dramatic. Breakfasts are the meals for poets. I me$
Wordsworth and Southey at breakfast. Rogers’ are always
agreeable.

June 15th.—Five new peerages came oub yesterday—
Sefton, Kinnaird, Fingall, Leitrim, and Agar Elis; John
Russell and Stanley are to be in the Cabinet. At the ball
at St. James’s the other night George Dawson told me that
they had 270 people in the House of Commons cn the side
of the Opposition, if they could command their attendance;
that he did not mean to say no Reform Bill would pass, bub
that the details of this Bill had never yet been discussed,
and when they were it would be so clearly shown that it is
impracticable that this identical measure never could pass.
The Opposition are beginning to recover from their dis-
couragement ; there is to be a meeting at Lord. Mansfield’s
on Friday, and they do, I believe, mean to fight it out.

June 19¢h.-—The last few days I have been completely
taken up with quarantine, and taking means to prevent the
cholera coming here. That disease made great ravages'in
Russia last year, and in the winter the attention of Govern-
ment was called to it, and the question was raised whether
we should have to purify goods coming here in case it broke
out again, and if so how it was to be done. Government
was thinking of Reform and other matters, and would not
bestow much attention upon this subject, and accordingly
neither regulations nor preparations were made. All that
was done was to commission a Dr. Walker, a physician
residing at St. Petersburg, to go to Moscow and elsewhere
and make enquiries into the nature and progress of the
disease, and report the result of his investigation to us. He
turned out, however, to be a very useless and inefficient
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agent. In the meantime s the warm weather retumned the
chiolera again appeared in Russia, but still we took no fur-
ther measures until intelligence arrived that it had reached
Riga, at which place 700 or 800 =ail of English vessels,
loaded principally with hemp and flax, were waiting to come
to this country. This report soon diffused o general alarm,
and for many days past the newspapers have been full of
Jetters and full of lies, and every sort of representation is
made to Government or through the press, as fear or interest
happens to dictate. The Consuls and Ministers abread had
heen for some time supplying us with such information as
they could obtain, so that we were in possession of a great
deal of documentary evidence regarding the nature, cha~
ructer, and progress of the disease, The first thing we did
was to jssue two successive Orders in Council placing all
vessels coming from the Baltie in quarantine, and we sent
for Sir Henry Ialford and placed sl the papers we had in
his hands, desiring that he would associate with himself
some other practitioners, and report their opinion asspeedily
as possible whether the disease was contagious and whether
it eould be conveyed by goods. They reported the next day
yex to the first question, no to the second. In 1804, on the
oceasion of the yellow fever at Gibraltar, Government formed
o Board of Health, snd took the opinion of the College of
Pliysicians, and it was intended to pursue the same course
in this instance, but Lords Lansdowne and Aunckiand chose
1o take Halford’s preliminary opinion, contrary iomy advice,
for T foresaw that there would be a great ewbarmssment if
he and the College did not agree,  Just so it turned out, for
when the case was submitted, with all the papers, to the
College, they would not adopt his opinion, much 1o his
annoyance, and, as T believe, beeause they did not Iiks o be
merely called on to confinn what he had alreadr a-33 and

that they thought their independence rcqnm 2 skow of
dissent. Tho report they sent was vers ebers and very

uneatisfactory, and entirely aguinet all t2» ther

had Lefore them; they ndvised preecuii ooy moasures. I
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was not satisfactory, and desiving a more detailed opinion,
and the reasons which had dictated their conclusion ; but in
the meantime we set to work in earnest to adopt measures
against any emergency. The only way of performing qua-
rantine (with goods), it was found, would be by the employ-
ment of men-of-war, and we accordingly asked the Admiralty
to supply ships for the purpose. This Lord Grey, Sir James
Graham, and Sir Byam Martin objected to, but Sir Thomas
Hardy and Captain Elliot did not. 'We proved that the ships
would sustain no injury, so after a battle they agreed to give
them. We made a variety of regulations, and gave strict
orders for the due performance of quarantine, and to-morrow
a proclamation is to be issued for constituting a Board of
Health and enjoining obedience to the quarantine laws, so
that everything has been done that can be done, and if the
cholera comes here it is not our fault. Most of the autho-
rities think it will come, but I doubt it. If indeed it is
wafted through the airit may, but I don’t think it will if
it is only to bc communicated by contact. All the evidence
proves that goods cannot convey it; nevertheless we have
placed merchandise under a discretionary quarantine, and
though we have not promulgated any general regulations, we
release no vessels that come from infected places, or that
have got enumerated goods on board. Poulett Thomson,
who is a trader as well as Privy Councillor, is very much
disgusted in his former capacity at the measures he is
obliged to concur in in his latter. This topic has now oc-
cupied for some days a good deal of the attention even of
the fine fools of this town, and the Tories would even malke
it a matter of party accusation against the Government,
only they don’t know exactly how. It isalways safe to deal
in generalities, so they say that ¢ Government ought to be
impeached if the disease comes here.’

There was a meeting of Peers to the amount of nearly
seventy at Lord Mansfield’s the other day, which went off
greatly to their satisfaction. - They unanimously agreed to
determine upon nothing in the way of amendment until they
had seen the King’s Speech, to which, however, they will con-
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sider themselves bound fo move an amendment, provided it
contains anything laudaiory of the Reform Bill.  The Duke
of Wellington was not at the meeting, having been taken ill,
T met him the day beforc at dinner, and had o good deal of
conversation with him. He is in pretty good spirits, and
thinks they may make a good fight of it yet; told me that
Lyndhurst would certainly go thoroughly with them, praised
him largely, said he was the best colleague that any man
ever had, and that he should be very sorry ever to go into
any Cabinet of which he was not a member. The King
dined with the Duke yesterday, and was to give him a very
fingsword, Aubin,who was to have acted in ¢ Hernani’ before
the Queen on Wednesday next, is suddenly gone off to Rome
as ailacké to Brook Taylor, who is there negotiating.
Taylor happened to be in Italy, and they sent him there,
some doubts existing whether they could by law send a
diplomatic agent to negotiate with the Pope; but it was
referred to Denman, who said {here was no danger. Ie s
not accredited, and bears no official character, but it is a
regular mission. Lord Lansdowne told me that Leopold is
inconceivably anxious to be King of Belgium, that short of
going in direct opposition to the wishes and advice of all the
Royal Family and of the Government he would do any-
thing to be beking’d, and, what is equally absurd, that the
others cannot Lear that he should be thus elevated.

June 23rd—The King opencd Parliament on Tuesday,
with a yreater crowd assembled to see him pass than was
ever congregated before, and the House of Lords was so full
of ladies that the Peers could not find places. The Speech
was long, but good, and such as to preclude the possibility
of an amendment. There was, however, o long discussion
in cach Ilouse, and the greatest bitterness and violenco
evineed in both—every promise of o stormy session. Lord
Launsdowne said to the King, ¢ I am afiaid, sir, you won't bo
able o ace the Commons.” ¢ Never mind,’ said he; ¢ they shall
hear me, I promise you,” nnd accordingly he thundered forth
the Speech so that not a word was lost.

There has been a reconciliation between the Welling-
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tonians and the old Tories, and they are now firmly knit in
opposition to the present Government. Winchilsea, who
was the last Tory who stuck to Lord Grey, renounced him
in a hot speech, which evidently annoyed Lord Grey very
much, for he made 2 long one in reply to him. Winchilsea
is a silly, blustering, but good-natured and well-meaning
man. Lastnight ¢ Hernani® was acted at Bridgewater House
before the Queen and all the Royal Family. Awubin, who had
acted Don Ruy, was sent to Rome, so Francis Leveson took
the part. T was disappointed, though all the company were
or pretended to be in cestasies. The rhyme does.not do,
the room is not good for hearing, and with the exception of
Miss Kemble (who was not so effective as T expected) and
Craven, the actors were execrable.

News came the day before yesterday that Mavshal Die-
bitsch had died of the cholera. It was suspected that he
had made away with himself, for he has failed so signally
in his campaign against the Poles that his military re-
putation is tarnished; and it is known that his recall had
been decreed, and that Count Paskiewitch was to succeed
him. The alarm about the cholera still continues, but the
Government are thrown into great perplexity by the danger
on onc hand of the cholera and the loss to trade om the
other. A Board of Health has been formed, composed of
certain members of the College of Physicians, Sir William
Pym, Sir William Burnet, Sir Byam Martin, Sir James
M‘Grigor, and Mr. Stewart; and they in their first sitting
advised that all the precautions established by our Orders in
Council against the plague should be adopted against the
cholera. This opinion was given under the authority of .
Dr. Warren, who, it appears, exercises the same ascendency
in this Board that he had previously done in the College of
Physicians on the same subject. The fact is that he takes
the safe side. They have nothing to do with trade and
commerce, which must shift for themselves, and probably the
other members will not take upon themselves the respon-
sibility of opposing measures which, if the disease ever
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appears here, and should they be relaxed, will expose the
physicians to the odium and reproach of having been in-
strutaental to its introduction. We, however (Auckland,
Poulett Thomson, and I}, are resolved to make the Cabinet
take upon ti Ives the respousibility of framing the per-
manent rules which are to guide us during the continuance
of the malady. Tt is remarkable that there never was more
sickness than there is at present, without its being epidemie,
DLut thousands of colds, sore throats, fevers, and such like;
and a man at Blackwall has died of the English cholera, and
another is ill of it, but their disorders scom to have nothing
to do with the Indian cholera, though some of the symptoms
are similar, These men cannot have got their cholera from
Russia, but their cases spread alarm,

June 256h.—John Russell brought his Bill in last night,
in a good speech as his friends, and @ dull one as his enemies,
say. Inthe Lords Aberdeen attacked Lord Grey’s foreign
policy in o poor speceh, which just did to show his bitterness
and us a peg for Grey to hang a very good reply upon, The
Duke of Wellington spokeafterwards ; not much of a speech,
Lut gentlemanlike and anti-factious, and approving of all Lord
Grey had done about Belgium. Yord Grey passed a very
fine eculogium upon Lord Ponsonby. Hoswever, this was
neeessary, for he is going as Minister to Naples, not having
a guinea, The Emperor Don Pedro is coming here, and
Ienry Webster is to be his conductor.

June 30th.—At Court yesterday to swear in the Duke of
Teinster, Mr, Justice Vaughan, and Sir E. Hyde East. Lord
Ponsouby was there, just returned from Brossels. The first
time of Stanley’s nud John Russell's being at o Council
since they eame into the Cabinet.

July 3rd.~—Went to Oatlands on Saturday, returned on
Monday ; nobody there but Emily Eden.  Many revolutions
that place hms undergone in my time, from the dnys of the
Duke of York and its gajeties (well remembered and much
rogretted) to its present quiet state.  The Belgians have not
yet made up their mind nbout Leopold, who does not kuow
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whether he is king or no king. The Reform Bill came on
again last night, but it no longer excites so much interest.
Nobody spoke well but Lord Porchester.

July 5th.~The night before Iast Lord Harewood attacked
Brougham in the House of Lords about the appointment of
a magistrate without consulting him as Lord-Lieutenant.
As usual his own party say he made out a good case, and
the others that he made none.  They say (and I believe with
truth) that Brougham does not dislike such serapes, and is
so confident in his own ingenuity that he never doubts of
getting out of them. Lyndhurst attacked him sharply.
In the House of Commons last night the debate went on
languidly, except a splendid speech from Macaunlay and an
answer (not bad, they say) from Murray. Lord Grey sent
for me yesterday morning to talk over the coronation, for in
consequence of what the Duke of Wellington said in the
House the night before he thinks there must be one. The
object is to make it shorter and cheaper than the last,
which occupied the whole day and cost 240,0001.

July 8th.—The second reading of the Reform Bill was
carried at five in the morning by 136 majority, somewhat
greater than the Opposition had reckoned on. Peel made a
powerful speech, but not so good as either of his others on
Reform. Goulburn told me that the speech in answer to
the Lord Advocate on the Irish Bill, when not 100 people
were in the House, was his best. The coronation fixed for
the 23rd. DBrealkfasted with Rogers ; went afterwards to the
Duchess of Bedford’s, where I met Lady Lyndhurst. I desired
her to tell Lyndburst all the Duke had said to me about him,
for in these times it is as well they should draw together. He
will be a match for Brougham in the House of Lords, for he
can be concise, which the other cannot, and the Lords in the
long run will prefer brevity to art, sarcasm, and anything
else.

People are beginning to recover from their terror of the
cholera, seeing that it does not come, and we are now beset
with alarms of a different kind, which are those of the
Scotch merchants for their cargoes. We have a most
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disagreeable business on our hands, very troublesome, odious,
and expensive.  The prblic requires that we should take caro
of its health, the mercautile world that we should not injure
their trade.  All evidence proves that goods are not capable
of bringing in the disorder, but we have appointed a Board
of Health, which is contagionist, and we can’t get them to
subseribe to that opinion. e dare not act without its
sanction, and so we are obliged to air goods, This airing
requires more ships and lazarets than we bave, and the result
isa perpetnal squabbling, disputing, and complaining between
the Privy Council, the Admiralty, the Board of Health, and
the merchants. We have gone on pretty well hitherto, but
more ships arrive every day; the complaints will grow louder,
and the disease rather spreads than diminishes on the
Continent. This cholera has afforded strong proofs of the
partiality of the Prussians in the contest between the
Russians and the Poles. The quarantine restrictions are
always dispensed with for officers passing through the
Prussian territory to join the Russian army, Count Pas-
kicwitch was allowed to pass without performing any qua-
rantine at all, and stores and provisions sre- snfiered to b2
conveyed to the army, with every facility afforded by the
Prussian nuthorities, and every relasadiem of & 3
laws. The Dake of Wellington says that tEe ec
soon be over, that the Russian army cocld =
June, and that between Febrmary and Jom=
not practicable for military operatiozs
many months before them that the we!
superiority will crush the Poles. Azt zol Proeek; o
do their utmost by pffording every sz v
to the Russians and thwartify e Tl
can

July 104.—~The last two ortte
everything for the coropation,?
ceremony in the Abber and enet v Blie murmee  pgd
little trouble as possible; and yemario- T y
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of great civilities from Lord Grey to the Duke. He desired
mc to go to the Duke and show him the course of pro-
cceding we mean to adopt, and request him to make any
suggestion that occurred to him, and to enquire if he would
have any objection to attend the Council at which it is to be
formally settled on Wednesday, to which Peel and Rosslyn
are likewise invited. I spoke to the Duke and Peel, and
they will both come.  All this is mighty polite.

They have made a fine business of Cobbett’s trial; his
insolence and violence were past endurance, but he made an
able speech. The Chief Justice was very timid, and favoured
and complimented him throughout; very unlike what Bllen-
borough would have done. The jury were shut up the whole
night, and in the morning the Chief Justice, without consult-
ing cither party, discharged them, which was probably on the
whole the best that could be done. Denman told me that
he expected they would have acquitted him without leaving
the box, and this principally on account of Brougham’s
evidence, for Cobbett brought the Chancellor forward and
made him prove that after these very writings, and while
this prosecution was hanging over him, Brougham wrote to
his son ¢ Dear Sir,” and requesting he would ask his father
for some former publications of his, which he thought would be
of great use on the present occasion in quieting the labourers.
This made a great impression, and the Attorney-General
never knew one word of the letter till he heard it in evi-
dence, the Chancellor having flourished it off, as is his
custom, and then quite forgotten it. The Attorney told me
that Gurney overheard one juryman say to another, ¢ Don’t
you think we had better stop the case? It is useless to go
on.’ The other, however, declared for hearing it out, so on
the whole it ended as well as it might, just better than an
acquittal, and that is all.

July 11th.—Dined with Lord Grey yesterday. In the
middle of dinner Talleyrand got a letter announcing that
Leopold’s conditional acceptance of the Belgian throne had
been agreed to by a great majority of the Chamber ; and a Mr.
Walker, who brought the nmews (and left Brussels at five
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o’clock the day before), came to Lord Grey and told him with
what enthusiasm it had been received there. TLord Grey
wrote to the Chancellor, with whom Leopold was dining, to
tell him of the event,

This morning T got a note from the Duke of Wellington
declining to attend the Council on Wednesday, and desiring
T wonld impart the same to Lord Grey and the King. He
says that it would give rise to misrepresentations, and so it
would, He is right to decline. It is, however, Peel who
has prevented him, I am certain, When I told Peel on
Saturday he looked very grave, did not seem to like it, and
said he must confer with the Duke first, as he should be
sorry to do otherwise than he did.  Yesterday I kmow the
Duke dined with Peel, who I have no doubt persuaded him
to send this eseuse. The Government are in exceeding
delightat the Duke’s conduct ever sinee hie has been in oppo-
sition, which certainly has been very noble, straightforward,
gentlemantike, and without an atom of faction or mischief
about it. Ile has done himself great honour; he threw over

Aberd pletely on that busi about foreign policy
which he introduced soon after the meeting of Parliament,
and now he Is assisting the Gov t in their Lientenaney

Bill,and ke is in constant communieation with Melbourne on
the subjeet.

July 13th~1 took the Duke’s note to Lord Grey, who
secmed annoyed, and repeated that he had only intended the
invitation as o mark of attention, and never thought of
shifting auy responsibility from his own shoulders; that ns
there was o deviation from the old cercmonial, he thought the
Dule’s sanction would have satisfied those who might other-
wire have disputed the propriety of sucha change.  *Doeshe
then,’ he nsked, ¢ mean to attend the Commiltee?’ Y did not
then know ; but yesterday in the House of Lords X asked the
Duke, and he said ¢ No, for the same reasons,’ that upon con-
sideration he was sure he liad better not go, that by go doing
he might give ambrage 1o his own party, and he could only
do good by exercising n powerful influence over them and re-
straining them, and that his means of deing good would bo
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impaired by any appearance of approximating himself to
Government, that when the general plan of the arrange-
ments was settled he should have no objection to Jend a
helping hand, if wanted, to the details with which he was very
conversant. I wrote on a slip of paper that he would not
come, and gave it to Lord Grey, who said nothing. Peel
did not write to me, but he and Rosslyn do the same as the
Duke.

The Belgian deputation came yesterday, and Lebean and
his colleagues were in the House of Lords. We had been
promised a good day there between Londonderry -and
Brougham and Plunket, but the former made a tiresome,
long speech; the latter spoke civilly and dully; and
Brougham not at all, so it ended in smoke. In the other
House on Monday the Ministers got a good majority (102) on
the wine duties, to their great delight, but the Opposition were
not only mortified at the defeat, but disgusted and enraged at
the conduct of Peel (their leader, as they considered him),
who came into the House, got up in the middle of Herries’
speech, walked out, and was heard of no more that night;
never voted, nor gave any notice of his intention not to vote.
The moral effect of this upon his party is immense, and has
served to destroy the very little confidence they had in him
before. Ifis impossible to conceive by what motives he is
actuated, because if they were purely selfish it would seem
that he defeats his own object; for what can he gain by dis-
gusting and alienating his party, when although they cannot
do without him, it is equally true that he canrot do without
them ? I walked home with William Banks, who went
largely into the whole question of Peel’s extraordinary dispo- .
sition and conduct, and said how disheartening it was, and
what a blow to those who looked to him as a leader in these
troublous times. Henry Currey (no important person, but
whose opinion is that of fifty others like him) told me that his
conduct had been atrocious, and that hie had himself voted in
the minority against his opinion because he thought it right
to sacrifice that opinion to the interests of his party. The
fact is, if Peel had imparted his sentiments to his party he
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might have prevented their dividing on this question with
the greatest ease. Thereis nothing they are not ready to do
at Liis bidding, but his coldness and reserve aro so impene-
trable that nobody can ascertain his sentiments or divine his
intentions, and thus he leaves his party in the lurch without
vouchsafing to give them any reason or explanation of his
conduct. In the meantime the other party (as if each was
destined to suffer more from the folly of its friends than the
hostility of its foes) has been thrown into great confusion by
Lord Milton’s noticeto propose an alteration in the franchise,
and 2 meeting was ealled of all the friends of Government
at Althorp, when Milton made a speech just such as any
opponent of the Bill might make in the House of Commons,
going over the old ground of Fox, Pitt, Burke, and others
having sat for rotten boroughs. They were annoyed to the
last degree, and the more provoked when reflecting that it was
for him Althorp had been led to spend zn immense sum of
money, and compromise his character besides, in the North-
amptonshire election. Mis obstinacy and impracticability
are so extreme that nobody can move him, and Sefton told
me that nothing could be more unsatisfactory than the ter-
mination of the meeting. T guess, however, that they wiil
find some means or other of quieting him.

The Opposition divided Jast night 187 against 284 on the
question of hearing counsel for the condemned boroughs—not
50 good o division for the minority as they expected, and
after a very powerful speech of Attwood’s, to which nobody
listened.

There is o fresh access of alarm on account of the cholera,
which has broken out at St. Petersburg, and will probably
spread over Germany. ‘The cordon of troops which kept it
off last year from St. Petersburg appears to have been with-
drawn, whicliis no donblt the cause of its appearance there.
We have tant reports of supposed cases of discase and
death, but up to this period it does not appear to hase shown
itsell here, though o case was transmitted fo us from
Glasgow exceedingly like it. The sick man had not corzefrom

voL. I, Y
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any infected place. The Board of ealth ave, however, in
great alarm, and the authorities generally think we shall
have it. Trom all I can observe from the facts of the case
I am convinced that the liability to contagion is greatly
diminished by the influence of sea air, for which reason I
doubt that it will be brought here across the water. Ifit
does come it will pass through France first. The King of
Prussia has at last insisted upon a rigid execution of the
quarantine lawsin his dominions. Marshal Paskiewitch was
detained on his road to take the command of the army, and
sent a courier to the King to request he might be released
forthwith, wrging the importance of the Emperor to have bis
report of the state of the army ; but the King refused, and
sent word that the Emperor himself had submitted to quaran-
tine, and so his aide-de-camp might do the same.

July 14th.—The effects of Peel’s leaving the party to shift
for itself were exhibited the night before last. He went away
(there was no reason why he should not, except that he
should have stayed to smanage the debate and keep his people
in order), and the consequence was that they went onina
vexatious squabble of repeated adjournments till eight o’clock
in the morning, when Government at last beat them., The
Opposition gradually dwindled down to twenty-five people
headed by Stormont, Tullamore, and Brudenell, while the
Government kept 180 together to the last; between parties
so animated and so led there can be no doubt on which
side will be the success. The Government were in high
spirits at the resalt, and thought the fatigue well repaid
by the display of devotion on the part of their friends and -
of factious obstinacy on that of their enemies. After these
two nights it is impossible not to consider the Tory party as
having ceased to exist for all the practical and legitimate
ends of political association—that is, as far as the House of
Commons is concerned, where after all the battle must be
fought. There isstill a rabble of Opposition, tossed about by
every wind of folly and passion, and left to the vagaries and
eccentricities of Wetherell, or Attwood, or Sadler, or the in-
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temperate zeal of such weak fanaticsas the three Lords above
mentioned ; but for & grave, deliberative, efficient Opposition
there seem to be no Jonger the elements, or they are 5o scat~
tered and disunited that they never can come together, and
the only man who might have collected, and formed, and
directed them begs Ieave to be excused. It is a wretched
stato of things and can portend no good. If there had not
been prognostications of ruin and destruction to the State in
all times, proceeding from all parties, which the event lms
universally falsified, T shonld believe that the consummation
of evil was really at hand; as it is I cannot fee} that cer-
tainty of destruction thot many do, though ¥ think we are
more seriously menaced than ever we were before, becanse
the danger is of a very different description. But thereis
an elasticity in the institutions of this country, which may
rise up for the purpose of checking these proceedings, and in
the very uncertainty of what may be produced and engendered
by such measures there is hope of salvation.

Yesterday a Council was held at 8t James’s for the coro-
nation; the Princes, Ministers, Archbishop of Canterbury, and
Bishop of London were present.  The King read an address
to the Lords desiring that bis coronation might be short, and
that alf the ies might be disp d with except those
in the church, Lord Grey bad eomposed a paper in which he
liad made the King say that these ceremonies were at variance
with the gening of the nge we live in, and suited to another
period of society; but the Archbishop objected to these
expressions, and thought it better to give the injunction with-
out the comments; so Lord Grey wrote another aud shorter
paper, but he showed the first to Lord Tansdowne and me,
and we both told him that we thought the Archbishop was
right and that the second paper was the best.  The Duke of
Gloucester wna very indignant at not having been summoned
in o more respeetful way than by o common cirealar, and com-
plained to the Lord Presidentt T told him to throw it all on

* [Tt is customary to summon the floyal Dukes to n Council by a letter,
‘This formality seems to have been overlooked in this inetance,)
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me. He had been grumbling to the Duke of Sussex hefore,
who did not care. Leopold was too much of a king to
attend, so he came to the levee (but en prince only) and not
to the Council. Lieven told me it was true that the Grand
Duke Constantine was dead, and that it was a very good
thing.
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James’s and held the Council, at which the King made a
little speech, to the effect thathe would be crowned to satisfy
the tender consciences of those who thought it necessary,
but that he thought that it was his duty (as this country,
in common with every other, was labouring under distress)
to make it as ecomomical as possible. A difficulty arose
about the publication of the Proclamation, usually done by
heralds with certain ceremonies. The first proclamation is
not the one to be acted on; the second does not anmounce
the coronation, but refers to the first. I asked Brougham
what was to be done. He said both must be read. Lord
Grey suggested neither, which was done.

The other day Long Wellesley carried off his daughter,
a ward in Chancery, from her guardians, and secreted her.
The matter was brought before the Chancellor, who sent for
Wellesley. He came, and refused to give her up; so Broug-
ham committed him to the Fleet Prison. The matter was

" brought the next day before the House of Commons, and re-
ferred to their Committee of Privileges; and in the mean-
time Brougham has been making a great splutter about his
authority and his Court both on the judicial bench and
from the Woolsack. The lawyers in the House of Commons
were divided as to Wellesley’s right of privilege in such a
case.!

There has been exhibited in the course of the last few
days one of the most disgraceful scenes (produced by the
Reform Bill) ever witnessed. On the question of the dis-
franchisement of Appleby a certain Alderman Thompson;
member for the City, who stood deeply pledged to Reform,
voted for hearing counsel in defence of the borough, on which
there was 2 meeting of his ward, or of certain of his consti-

1 [Both the Chancellor and Mr. Wellesley wrote to the Speaker, and
their letters were read to the House before the Committee of Privileges was
appointed. Meanwhile Mr. Wellesloy remained at "his hous’ev in ]).ove:'
Street in charge of two officers of the Court of Chancery.  There is, I
believe, no doubt that the committal was good, and .ﬂmt Mr. Wellosley's
privilege as o member of Parlinment did not protect him, a coutempt‘of the
Court having been committed. A similar point has recently been mised in
the Court of Queen's Bench upon the committal of Mr. Whalley.]
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tuents, to consider his conduct. He was obliged to appear
before them, and, after receiving a severe lecture, to confess
that he had been guilty of inadvertence, to make many sub.
missive apologies, and promise to vote no more but in obedi-
ence to the Minister. It is always an agreeable pastime to
indulge one’s virtuous indignation, and wish to have been in
the place of such an one for the sake of doing whathe ought to
have done but did not do, by which, without uny of the risk
of a very difficult’and unpleasant situation, one has all the
imaginary triumph of eloquence, independence, and all kinds
of virtue; and so in this instance I feel that I should have
liked to pour upon these wretches the phials of my wrath
and contempt. If the alderman had had one spark of spirit
he would have spurned the terrors of this plebeian inquisiticn,
and told them that they had elected him, and that it was
his intention, ns long as he continned their representative,
to vote as he thought proper, always redeeming £:= plodzes
he had given at his election; that he wonld
be questioned for this or any other vote. x..u.
not satisfied with his conduct when the
be over they might choose whum they sl
What makes the caso the more absurd
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none of it ever gets there, and that he is back here before
the debts are paid. It seems that, desirous as he had been
to go, when the time drew near he got alarmed, and wanted
to back out, but they brought him (though with difficulty) to
the point. He has proposed to the Princess Louise, King
Louis Philippe’s daughter.

Halford has been with me this morning gossiping (which
he likes); he gave me an account of the discovery of the head
of Charles I. in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, to which he
was directed by Wood’s account in the ¢ Athense Oxonienses.’
He says that they also found the coffin of Henry VIIL., but
that the air had penetrated and the body had been reduced
to a skeleton. By his side was Jane Seymour’s coffin
untouched, and he has no doubt her body is perfect. The
late King intended to have it opened, and he says he will
propose it to this King. By degrees we may visit the
remains of the whole line of Tudor and Plantagenet too,
and see if those famous old creatures were like their effigies.
He says Charles’s head was exactly as Vandylke had painted
him.

Juty 26th.—At Oatlands on Saturday, and came back on
Sunday night. Nobody there but my father, mother, Wal-
pole, Sneyd, and Alava; very different from what I once
remember it. There has been a great deal of talk about the
Dulke of Wellington giving Lord Munster the Lieutenancy
of the Tower, the truth of which is as follows :—It is in the
King’s gift, and he sent to the Duke and desired him to name
somebody. The Duke would have liked to name one of three—
Titzroy Somerset, Colin Campbell, or Hardinge. The latter
would not have been agreeable to Government, and there-
fore it would have occasioned the King an embarrassment;
the second was provided for, and Lord Hill advised the first
to remain as he is (though I don’t see why he could not have
bad both) ; so the Duke thought it would gratify the King if
he was to name Munster. Munster wrote a very civil letter
to the Dulke, full of thanks, and saying that he begged he would
not think of him if he had anybody else to give it to, and
that he would take upon himself to explain to the King his
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not accepting it. The Duke persisted, and sohe had it. I
must say he might lave found some one out of the number
of his old officers to give it to rather than Munster.

The King of France’s Speech arrived yesterday, but
nothing was said in the House of Lords, becauso Lord Grey
wag at Windsor, It will make o stir—the general tone of it,
and the demolition of the fortresses which cost us seven
millions. Not one of the papers made a remark upon it
nothing will do for them but Reform.

Fresh claims have been raiséd about cholera motbus.
A man at Port Glasgow insists upon it, without mueli ap-
parent reason, that it prevails there ; so we have sent amedieal
man down, in order to guiet people’s minds and to set the
question at rest.  Lord Grey, who is credulous, believes the
Glasgow man’s story, and spread the news in his own family,
who immediately dispersed it over the rest of the town, and
yesterday nobody could talk of anything else; not believing
it very mucly, and not understanding it at all, for if they did
they would not be so flippant. Lady Holland wrote to Lord
Lansdowne to desirc he would recommend her tho best
cholera doctor that he had heard of. T have just reccived a
letter from Moore saying he las ordered his publisher to
send me o copy of ¢ Lord Ldward Fitzgerald,® and that e
only sends copies to the Dulke of Leinster and me, but begs I
will send him no opinion, for ©opinions fidget him >~ genus
irritabile vatum.

July 27th.—TYesterday Aberdeen asked Lord Grey some
questions in o very few words, nccompanied ns usual with
a sucer, which is very unbecoming, and of course gave
Lord Grey the advantage of repelling it with scorn, The
Duke spoke, and pretty well, but laid some stress more on
Portugal than upon Belgium, which is what I cannot under-
stand, but Alava told me that when he came to town yester-
day hie had said to him that, as an Englishinan, he had never
felt so deeply affected for the honour of his country as in
this transaction. I met him ofter the debate, nnd he said
he thought he had done some good by what he said.  The
question of tho Belgian fortresses is not without great difii-
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in the event of his becoming Minister (on Lord Liverpool’s
death or resignation) that they would serve under him, Ar.
buthnot does not know what answer Canning sent to this, nor
whether he did anything on it, but when on Lord Liverpool’s
illness Canning went to the King at Windsor, he told him that
if the Tories would not consent to his being named Minister
¢hie was sure of the Whigs,” but this he entreated the King
not to mention. Tmmediately after Canning the Duke went
to the King, and to him the King directly repeated what
Canning had said. The Duke told the King that he was
alrcady aware of Canning’s intercourse with the Whigs, and
with that knowledge that he could not consent to Lis being
Prime Minister, as he could have no confidence in him.
Slortly after this, and before the resignation of the Ministers,
but after the difficulties had begun, Knighton came to
Arbuthnot, and said he was afraid his Royal Master had done
a great deal of mischief by repeating to the Duke what
Canning had said, that hie was very anxious to bring the
Duke and Canning together again, and asked him {Arboth-
not} to go with him to Canning and sec what could be done.
Arbuthnot declined, but said if Canning wished to seehim he
would go.  Cauning sent for him, and they had a long con-
versation in which lie expressed his desire to go on with the
Duke, and it was agreed the Duke should call on him and
Tave o conversation and see what could be arranged. The
Duke called on him, and they talked of a variety of matters,
but not & word passed about the formation of & new MMinis-
try.  Arbuthnot went to the House, and told Canning how
much he was surprised and disappointed that nothing had
come of this conversation, to whiclk he made no reply, but
Arbutlinot found afterwards that between his leaving Can-
ning and the Duke’s going to him Peel liad been to him
and proposed that the Duke should be Prime Minister. This
0 offended Canning, believing that it was o measure of the
party and done with the Duke’s consent, that he resolved
not to utter o word to the Duke on the subject, and so ended
the hopes of their agreement,

It does not appear, however, as if anything could have
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been done, for Canning was bent upon being Prime Minis-
ter; and I asked Arbuthnot to what the Duke would have
consented, and he said, ¢ Not to that;’ that after the trans-
action with the Whigs he could not have felt sufficient confi-
dence in Cauning to agree to his being Prime Minister.
(If he distrusted Canning he ought to have refused to act
with him at all, not merely objected to his being Prime
Minister, but the ground of his objection was shifted.)
Originally the King could not bear Canning, and he was
only persuaded by the Dulke to take him into the Cabi-
net. Afterwards he was so offended at the influence he
acquired there, and particularly with that which he had got
over the mind of Lord Liverpool, that he one day sent for
Arbuthnot and desired him to tell Lord Liverpool that he
could not endure to see Canning malke a puppet of him, and
he would rather he was Prime Minister at once than have
all the power without the name by governing him (Lord
Liverpool) as he pleased, and that unless he could shake off
this influence he was determined not to let him continue at
the head of the Government, and, moreover, he must find
some means of getting rid of Canning altogether. This
Arbuthnot wrote to Lord Liverpool, who wrote an answer
couched in terms of indignation, saying he by no means
coveted his situation, that he was sure his colleagues would
resent any indignity offered to him, and that the King had
better take care what he was about, and not, by producing
disunion in the Government, incur the risk of making the
end of his reign as disastrous as the beginning of it had been
Prosperous.

Not very long after Canning got into favour, and in
this way :—Harriet Wilson at the time of her connection
with Lord Ponsonby got hold of some of Lady Conyng-
ham’s letters to him, and she wrote to Ponsonby, threaten-
ing, unless he gave her a large sum, to come to England
and publish everything she could. This produced dismay
among all the parties, and they wanted to get Ponsonby
away and to silence the woman. In this dilemma Knighton
advised the King to have recourse to Canning, who saw
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himself most ignhorant—trade and finance ; but he did not
contemplate his being in the Cabinet, and had no confidence
in his judgment or his discretion ; and this tallies with what
Lady Canning told me, though certainly he did not do Huslkis-
son justice in any way, which Arbuthnot admitted. Knighton
behaved exceedingly well during the King’s illness, and by
the vigilant watch he kept over the property of various kinds
prevented the pillage which Lady Conyngham would other-
wise have made. She knew everything, but did not much
trouble herself about affairs, being chiefly intent upon amass-
ing money and collecting jewels.

He talkked a great deal of Peel, of the difficulty of going on
with him, of his coldness, incommunicativeness ; that at the
time of the opening the Liverpool Railroad he had invited the
Duke, Aberdeen,and some more to meet at Drayton to consider
of strengthening themselves; that they had left the place just
as they had gone to it, nothing settled and nothing elicited
from Peel ; that on the late occasion of the wine duties they
had gone to Peel and asked him whether they should fight
out and divide on it; that he had referred them to Goul-
burn, who had decided in the affirmative, on which he had
agreed to their friends being mustered, but that he took
offence at something that was said in debate, and marched
off sans mot dire; that somebody was sent after him to repre-
sent the bad effect of his departure, and entreat him to
return, but he was gone to bed. This is by no means the
first time Arbuthnot had spoken to me about Peel in this
strain and with such feelings. How are the Duke and he
to make a Government again, especially after what Lynd-
hurst said of the Duke ? Necessity may bring them together,
but though common interest and common danger may unite
them, there the seeds of disunion always must be. I have
seribbled down all I can recollect of a very loose conversation,
and perhaps something else may occur to me by-and-by.

In the meantime, to return to the events of the present
day. Althorp raised a terrible storm on Friday by proposing
that the House should sit on Saturday. They spent six
hours debating the question, which might have been occu-
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pied in the business; so that, though they did not sit yester~
day, they gained nothing and made Lad blood. Yesterday
morning Murray made a conciliatory speech, which Burdett
, complimented, and all went on harmoniously. Jolhn Russell
is {}], nearly done up with fatigue and exertion and the bad
atmosphere hie breathes for several hours every night.

Long Wellesley has given up his daughter and has been
discharged fromnrrest. Tmet the Solicitor-Generalyesterday,
who t0ld mo this, and said that Brougham had been in the
midst of his blustering terribly nervous about it. This was
clear, for both he and Wellesley were waiting for the report
of the Committee of the House of Commons, though Broug-
ham affected to hold it cheap, and talked very big of what hie
should do nnd should have done had it been unfavourablo
to his authority. The fact is that Long Wellesley was
contumacious, but after a short confinement he knocked under
and yiclded to the Chancellor on all points, and was released
from durance.

We had n meeting on the Coronation business yesterday
morning, and took into consideration the cstimates. That
from the Chamberlain’s Office was 70,000L and upwards,
which was referred to o sub-committee to disseet nnd report
nupon.

August 5th.—Testerday wmorning arrived the news of
Casimir Périer’s resignation in consequence of the division
in the Chamber of Deputies on the clection of President.
e had very unnceessarily committed himself by declaring fe
would resign if Lafitte was clected, and though the ofi=
candidate (AL, Girod de I'Ain) was chosen, s it was, o
a majority of five, he considered this tantamonnt {n o
and necordingly went out of office.’ It was gzppoz
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three corps, under the Prince of Orange, Prince Frederick,
and the Prince of Nassau. This, however, was premature,
for it turns out that the Prince of Orange in a proclamation
to his army declares that the armistice was to end last night
at half-past nine, and that he marches ¢to secure equitable
terms of separation,’ not therefore for the purpose of recon-
quest. I saw Lord Grey in the morning in a state of great
consternation, the more particularly as he told me a Dutch
Plenipotentiary had arrived the day before with full powers
to treat, and that he had not in his intercourse with him
and with Palmerston uttered one word of the King of Hol-
land’s intentions. In the evening I had a long conversa-
tion with Matuscewitz. He says that it is impossible to
foresee the end of all this, but that the most probable event
is o general war. Coming at the moment of a change in the
French Ministry, nobody can guess what the French may do,
and the Conferences are useless, because any resolution they
may make may probably be totally inapplicable to the state
of things produced by events hastening on elsewhere. The
King of Holland has all along very justly complained of the
proceedings of the Allies towards him, which they justify by
necessity (‘the tyrant’s plea’), and to which he has been
obliged sulkily to submit, though always protesting and
never acquiescing, except in an armistice to which he agreed.
Meantime the Allies went on negotiating, but without
malking much progress, and the Dutchman borrowed money
and put his army on a respectable footing. It is remarkable
that as long as he held out that he sought the reunion he
could get no money at all, but no sooner did he renounce the
idea of reunion, and propose to make war for objects more
immediately national to the Dutch, than he got a loan filled
(in two days) to the amount of about a million sterling.
‘When the proposition was made to Leopold, though no
arrangement was actually agreed upon, there was a general
understanding that the King of Holland would consent to the
separation of the two States, and that the Belgians should
resign their claims to Limbourg and Luxembourg, and after
Lord Ponsonby’s letter which made so much noise, Falck’s
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protestation, and Ponsonby’s recall this scemed to be clearly
established. When Leopold received the offer of the Crown,
he only consented to take it upon an understanding that the
Belgians would agree to the terms preseribed by the Allies;
hut before the whole thing was settled he took fright and
began to repent, and it was with some diffieulty he was at last
persuaded to go by the Belgian deputies with assurances that
{hese terms would be complied with, Go, however, ke did,
and that unaccompanied by any person of weight or con-
sequence from this country. Matuscewitz told me that be
went on his knees to Palmerston to send somebody with
him who would prevent his getting into serapes, and that
Talleyrand and Falek, by far the best heads among them,
had both predicted that Leopold would speedily commit
some folly, the consequences of which might be irreparable.!
Qur Government, however, paid no nttention fo these re-
monstrances, and he was suffered to go alone.  Accordingly
he had no sooner arrived than, intoxicated with the applanse
he received, he forgot all that had ocewrred here nnd all
the resolutions of the Allies, and flourished off speeches in
direct contradiction to them, and announced his determina.
tion to comprehend the disputed provinces in his mew
kingdom. It is no wonder that this excited the indignation
of tho King of Holland, but it is unfortunate that he could

? [ This account of Loopnhl amm! in Delgium is hardly fair, and foras
nn amusing contrast to Barn S s narrative of the same in
Dis '\Icmmr-, p. 180, Unquestionsbly Leopold ehowed far more foresizht,
judgment, and reselation than Mr. Greville gavo him credit for  He was
not accompanied by ‘any person of weight or consequenca’ from this
eountry, because that would have given hiz the air of & puppet asd a
Mritish nominee. Iint Stockmar was with him. The King entend
Tirnseels on the 21st of July, and was well received.  On the Ith of August
the Dutch broke the truce and imvaded Illrium. It was impoecible to
provide azainet &0 sudden 8 movement, and the Army of the Schellt was
teaten at Lousain oa the 12th of August. The King then elsimed tho
interrention of France and Luglind in defenco of the neatabty and iale-

podence of Helrivm, which !ml buen puarantesd ta him by the traty of
xho n;mrrn nrticles under which be Ead sceepted the Crown, 1t ‘the
paazoin the text is curious, because It shows how Little conLidence way
felt at that tirte in o prioce w!:a turned out to he cne of tla sbleed rulere
and politiciacs of his time.]

YOL. I, x
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not be patient a little longer. Notwithstanding his. march,
however, his Plenipotentiary here has full power to treat of
all the disputed points, and is authorised to pub a stop to
hostilities ab any moment when he can see the prospect of
satisfaction; it is, however, believed here (though at present
not on any sufficient grounds) that Prussia secretly supports
the King of Holland. The danger is that France may
without any further communication with her Allies consider
the aggression of the Dufbch as a justification of a corre-
sponding movement on her part, and should this happen the
Prussians would no longer deem themselves bound by the
common obligations which united all the conferring and
mediating Powers, and a general war would infallibly ensue.
Nor is it unlikely that the ¥French Ministry, beset as they are
with difficulties, and holding their offices de dic in diem, may
think a war the best expedient for occupying the nation and
bringing all the restless spirits and unquiet humours into one
focus. I have long been of opinion that such mighty arma-
ments and such a nervous state of things cannot end without
a good deal of blood-letting. [The Prussians did not support
the Dutch, the French did march, and war did not ensue.—
August 28th.] ’

At night.—Lord Grey was attacked by Aber deen to-night
on his foreign policy, and particularly about Portugal, and
he is said to have made a splendid speech. Sir Henry
Seton arrived from Liverpool to announce what is going on,
and he is bent on fighting at present. Abercromby, who is
come likewise, reports that he has 50,000 or 60,000 men.

August 9th.~On Saturday morning we were saluted
with intelligence that on the French King’s hearing of the
Dutch invasion he ordered Mayrshal Gérard, with 50,000
men, to march into Belgium; and great was the alarm
here: the funds fell and everybody was prepared for im-
mediate war. In the afternoon I called upon Lord Grey
at Bast Sheen (in my way to Monk’s Grove, where I was
going) to say something to him about the coronation, and
found him with a more cheerful countenance than T expected.
He did not appear alarmed ab what the French had done,
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and very well satisfied with the manner of their doing it,
marching only in virtae of their guarantec and proclaiming
their own neutrality and the Belgian independence, und the
King had previously received the Belgian Minister, 1 told
him I thought Leopold’s folly had been the canse of it, and
that his specches about Lauxemboury had given the Dutch
King n pretext.  He said, not at all, and that the King of
Tolland would have done this under any circumstances,
which I took leave tfo doubt, though I did not think it
neeessary to say so.!

1[It was stated in former editions of this work that Lord Grey's com-
posure was mainty due ta the entiro confidence he felt 1 tho honour of the
Ihte de Broglie, then Frenelt Mauster of Fureign Murs, who had given
positive nssurances to the Bntick Cabinet that the intervintion of France
would Lo confined to the immedinte object in view, and I had thus statee
ment from the late M. Van de Weyer, who read these Journals before they
wera publicshed : but he was mistaken, for the Due do Broghe was nat then
Minjster of Forelgn Affairs, and &id not eucceed Castmie Périer in that
office until the 13th of October, 1822 I am indebted for this correction and
for these particulars to M. Charles de Rémuwat, who hns atnee plaged so
Qistinguished a part in the political affurs and tn the literatuse of Irance,
nnd 1 shall conclude this note by ¢iting s meworandum this gentloman fias
Leen e0 good a9 to place in my hande:m—

¢ Quand Tattaqua inattenduo du prince d'Orange fut connue & Paris s
nouvells trouva Ie Cabinet su moment dese dissoudre,  Caumir Ivrier, qui
en (1ait Jo ebef tréiscffectif, mécontent de Yinsuffisance do Ja mujonts qu'nt
nvait obtenue dans fa Chambre des Députés {p. 175), arait donng ea d'mus-
€ian, et il y Clait dlcidd,  Je rempliseats alors auprds de lui temporniren.ent
113 fonctions do chel da son Cabinet. J'tals present Yorqu'l reut Tinfor-
mation; ello changea sur lo champ 82 vésolution.  La rupture off asive de
Varmistico pousait remettre en question touts YafMaiee de Belujue, Ce
retour dhostalitds pouvait amener mime la guerre géndmle.  L'Orénement
poysait {tre un démenti donnd aux eeprances pacifiques dn Gourernement
feangtie. 1t no pourait abandonner Jo pays dans une ¢preuve quit nlavac
pas provue,  Pirier retim donc ex démission et maiatint enn Cabiget. Ce-
eadant 1a Confrence, et surtout VAngleterre, ne pouvait pulre tolfrer una
infrrction aux engazements antirieurs, et Ja Irazen en particulier ¢tait
intéreacs b Croufier dany Tour germe Jes howtilits yenaicanton Un eorpe
darmée eut done ondrs do passerla frentiire.  Cotle meenrn (lait alcessaire,
malselle Ctait grave; oa ne savait pas comment elle rerait enviaste pas I
Talcances (tranzivee. Yord Grey et Jond Dalmerston la prisent dans soa
vrai eeny: i vinent bien quian fosd Ja Irance n'avait d'antre but que de
mettre immddiatenent un terma & un conflit wenspwt I curent avee
ralwn eenfisnee en Cosdinis 1sier, ot €1 SBaetiasi o2 Tallexrsnd, que din-
pralent rous Jul des #MMaires Ctmnzine LVsdmoment judtifa 1a rmaziden de

x2
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On Sunday, overtaken by the most dreadful storm I ever
saw—flashes of lightning, crashes of thunder, and the rain
descending like a waterspout—I rode to Windsor, to settle
with the Queen what sort of crown she would have fo be
crowned in. I was ushered into the King’s presence, who
was sitting at a red table in the sitting-room of George IV.,
looking over the flower garden. A picture of Adolphus TFitz-
clarence was behind him (a full-length), and one of the
parson, Rev. Aungustus Fitzclarence, in a Greek dress,
opposite. He sent for the Queen, who came with the
Landgravine and one of the King’s daughters, Lady Augusta
Erskine, the widow of Lord Cassilis’s son. She looked at
the drawings, meant apparently to be civil to me in her un-
gracious way, and said she would have none of our crowns,
that she did not like to wear a hired crown, and asked me if
I thought it was right that she should. I said, <Madam,
I can only say that the late King wore one at his coro-
nation.” However she said, ‘I do not like it, and I have
got jewels enough, so I will have them made up myself.” The
King said to me, ¢ Very well; then you will have to pay for
the setting.” ¢Oh, no,” she said; ‘I shall pay for it all
myself.” The King looked well, but seemed infirm. T talked
to Taylor afterwards, who said he had very little doubt this
storm in Belgium would blow over, and agreed that Leopold’s
folly had been in great measure the cause of it. There have
been discussions in both Houses, which have in some measure
quieted people’s apprehensions. To-day that ass Lord
Londonderry (who has never yet had his windows mended
from the time they were broken by the mob at the Reform
ilumination) brings on a motion about Belgium.

voir de tous deux Gouvernements. ILes Ilollondais s'arrétérent et Varmde
frangaise ventra dans ses lignes sans7avoir brilé une amorce.

¢I1 est vrai que dans une occasion"la confiance qu'inspirait le caractire
du duc de Broglie put contribuer & faire accepter unc démonstration mili-
taire du méme genre et beaucoup plus sérieuse. Ce fut lorsqu'au mois
d’octobre ou de novembre de Fannde suivante 'nrmée frangaise fit en Bel-
gique la campagne qui aboutit & Ingprise de In cité d’Anvers; mais cette
opGration fut concertée entre ln France et Y'Angleterre, qui ont du méme y
participer.]
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August 11th~Nothing new these last two days. Lon-
donderry’s motion produced an angry debate, but no division.
Brougham is saiil to have been very good. The Government
wanted to divide, but the Opposition kvow that 1t 13 not
their interest to provoke a trinl of strength.  The Ministers,
if beaten, would not go out, and they arc anxious to see what
their opponents’ strength is. At Court vesterday, when
Van de Weyer, the new Belgian Minister, wade his appear-
ance, I said to Esterhazy, ¢You will blow this business
over, sha'n’t you?® e said, <Yes, I think we ghall e
time.

Nothing remarkable in the House of Comunons but Lord
John Russell's declaration that < this Bill would not be final
if it was not found to work as well as the people desived,’
which is sufficiently impudent considering that hitherto they
have nlways pretended that it was to be final, and that 1t
was made so eompreliensive only that it might be so; this
has becn one of their grand arguments, and pow we are
never to sit down and rest, but go on changing till we get o
good fit, and that for n country which will have been made
so fidgety that it won’t stand still to be measured. Ilar-
dinge, whom I found gt dinner at the Athenreum yesterday,
told mo he was convinced that a revolation in this country
sras inevilable; amd such i3 the opinion of others whe
support this Dill, not beenuse they think concession will
averb it, but will let it come more gradually and with less
violence, I lave always been convinced that the country
was in no danger of revolution, and still believe that if one
does come it will be from the passing of this Bill, whick will
introduce the principle of change and whet the appetites of
those who never will be satisfied with any existing order of
things; or if it follows on the rejection of this Bill, which
T doubt, it will be owing to the concentration of all the
forees that are opposed to our present institutions, and the
divisions, jealonsies, rivalships, and consequent weakness of
all those who onght to defend them. God only kuows how
it will all end.  There has been but one man for many years
past able to nrrest this torrent, and that was Canning; and
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him the Tories—idiots that they were, and never discovering
that he was their best friend—hunted to death with their
besotted and ignorant hostility.

I went to the play last night at a very shabby little house
called the City Theatre—a long way beyond the Post Office
—to see Bllen Tree act in a translation of ¢Une Iaute,’
one of the hest pieces of acting I ever saw. This girl
will turn out very good if she remains on the stage. [She
married Charles ICean, lost her good looks, and hecame a
tiresome, second-rate actress.]

August 12th.—Yesterday a Committec of Council met to
settle the order of the coronation and submit the estimates,
which we have brought under 30,0007 instead of 240,0001.,
which they were last time.

The question now is whether our Ministry shall go along
with France, or whether France shall be pulled up; and it
is brought to this point by Leopold’s having sent to the
French to thank them for their aid, but to say that he can
do without them, and to beg they will retire, which they
have refused to do. It was known yesterday that they ave
at Mons, and strongly suspected they will not so easily be
got out of it; but the French Government will not venture
to quarrel with us if we take a peremptory tone. It is not,
however, clear that the French Government can control the
Trench army ; and I have heard it said that, if they had not
ordered the troops to march, the troops would have marched
without orders. L. is all for curbing France; so a very
short time must bring matters to a crisis, and it will be seen
if the Government has authority to check the war party
there. In the meantime the French have taken the Portu-
guese ships without any intention of giving them back; and
this our Ministers know, and do not remonstrate. J. asked
L. if it was true, and he said, ¢ Oh, yes,” for that having been
compelled to force the Tagus, they were placed in a state of
war, and the ships became lawful prizes. If it was mnot for
Reform I doubt if this Government could stand a moment,
but that will bring them up. In the country it is too clear
that there are no symptoms of a reaction, and if a state of
indifference can be produced it is all that can be hoped and
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through them, hoping, like Sir Abel Handy in the play, that
the fire ¢ will go out of itself.” Sefton has just been here, who
talks blusteringly of the Peers that are to be made, no matter
at what cost of character to the House of Lords, anything
rather than be beaten ; but I am not sure that he knows any-
thing. Insuch matters asthese heis (however sharp) no better
than a fool-—no knowledge, no information, no reflection or
combination ; prejudices, partialities, and sneers are what his
political wisdom consists of ; but he is Lord Grey’s dme damnée.

Stoke, August 28th.—My gout is still hanging on me.
Very strange disorder, affecting different people so differently;
with me very little pain, much swelling, heat, and inconveni-
ence, more like bruised muscles and tendons and inflamed
Jjoints; it disables me, but never prevents my sleeping at night.
Henry de Ros called on me yesterday ; nothing new, and he
knows everything from L., who sits there picking up politics
and gossip, to make money by the one and derive amusement
from the other. L. is odd enough, and very malin with what
he knows. He ig agninst Reform, but not against the Govern-
ment ; for the Duke of Wellington, and not for the Opposition
—in short, just as interest, fancy, caprice, and particular parti-
alities sway him. It washe who told me the fact of the French
having carried away the Portuguese ships, and he said that I
might tell the Duke that he might make what use he pleased
of it ; but soon after, wishing if it did come out that it should
fall harmless, he bethought him of the following expedient :—
Seeing that Valletort (who is a good-natured blockhead) is
always spluttering in the House of Commons, he thought in
his hands it would do no harm, so he told him the fact with
some flattering observations about his activity and energy
in the House, which Valley swallowed and with many thanlks
proceeded to pub questions to Palmerston, which sure
enough were so confused and unintelligible that nobody
understood him, and the matter fell very flat. I don’t see
that Government is saved by this ruse, if the case against
them is a good one; bub it is curious as indicative of the
artifice of the person, and of his odd sort of political disposi-
tion. As I don’t write history I omit to note such facts as
are recorded in the newspapers, and merely mention the odd
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kissed by the bishops, and ordered that part to be struck
out. As I expected, the prelates would not stand it; the
Archbishop remonstrated, the King knocked under, and so
he must undergo the salute of the spiritual as well as of the
temporal Lords.

August 30th.—Left Stoke yesterday morning; a large
party—Talleyrand, De Ros, Fitzroy Somersets, Motteux, John
Russell, Alava, Byng. Inthe evening Talleyrand discoursed,
but I did not hear much of him. T was gouty and could not
stand, and =all the places mear him were taken. I have
never heard him narrate comfortably, and he is difficult o
understand. He talled of Franklin, I asked him if he was
remarkable in conversation ; he said he was from his great
simplicity and the evident strength of his mind. He spoke of
the coronation of the Emperor Alexander. Somebody wrote
him a letter at the time from Moscow with this expression:
¢ I’Empereur marchait, précédé des assassins de son grand-
peére, entouré de ceux de son pére, et suivi par les siens.’
He said of the Count de Saint-Germain (whom lhe never saw)
that there is an account of him in Craufurd’s book ; nobody
Imew whence he came nor whither he went; he appeared
at Paris suddenly, and disappeared in the same way, lived in
an Létel garni, had always plenty of money, and paid for every-
thing regularly ; he talked of events and persons connected
with history, both ancient and modern, with entire familiarity
and a correctness which never was at fault, and always of the
people as if he had lived with them and.known them; as
Talleyrand exemplified it, he would say, ¢ Un jour que je dinais
chez César.’! He was supposed to be the Wandering Jew, a

! [This mysterious adventurer died in the arms of Prince Charles of
Hesse, in 1784 ; and some account of him is to be found in the ¢ Memoirs’ of
that personage, quoted in the ¢ Edinburgh Review,” vol. exxiii. p. 521. The
Count de Saint-Germain was & man of science, especially versed in chemistry
botany, and metallurgy. e is supposed to have derived his money from
an invention in the art of dyeing. According to his own account of himself
he was a son of Prince Ragozky of Transylvania and his first wife, &
Telely, and he was Protestant and educated by the last of the Medicis. ,
He was supposed to be ninety-two or ninety-three when he died. His
knowledge of the arcana of science and his mysterious manner of life had
gtven him something of the reputation of a wizard and a conjuror, but he
was an honourable and benevolent man, not to he confounded +with such
charlatans as Mesmer and Cagliostro.]
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story which has always appeared to me a very sublime fiction,
telling of
That scttled ceaseless gloom
The fabled Hcbrew wanderer bore,
Which will not look beyoud the tomb,
Which cannot hopo for rest before,

Then be related Mallet’s conspiracy and the strange way in
which he heard it. Early in the morning his tailor came to
hig house and insisted on seeing him, Hewas inbed, but on his
valet de chambre’s telling him how pressing the taslor was he
ordered him to be letin.  The man said, ¢ Have you not heard
the news® There is a revelution in Paris” It had come to
the tailor’s knowledge by Mallet’s going to him the very first
thing to order & new uniform ! Talleyrand said the conspira-
tors ought to have put to death Cambacérds and the King of
Rome. T asked him if they had done so whether he thought
it possible the thing might have succeeded. Xe sard, <Clest
possible.” To may question whether the Emperor would not
have blown away the swhole conspiracy in o moment he re~
plied, ¢ Ce n'est pas siir, ¢’est possible que cela aurait réussi,”

He afterwards talked of Madame de Stail aud Monti,
They met at Madame de Maresealehi’s villa near Bologna, and
were profuse of compliments and admiration for each other.
Each brought o copy of their respective works beautifully
Lound to prosent to the other. Afteraday passed inaninter-
clunge of literary flatteries and the most andent expressions
of delight, they reparated, but each forgot to carry away the
present of the other, and the books remain in Madame de
Marescalehi's library to this day.,

Augist 31st.~Dined at Osterley yestenday; Lady Sand-
wich, Yslerbazy and the Dathursts, Brooke Groville aud
George Villiers, Esterhazy told me ke hnd no doubt that there
wotld be a war, that General Baudron wae arrived from
Brussels, and Leopold liad sent word by him that the French
troops were absolutely necessary fo his safety, to protect him
from the turbulence of his own subjects. He contidornd
that the Polish business was over, ut which hie greatly re-
Jjoieads e said that nobody was prepared for war, and the
great object was to gain time, but o fow we by et row



188 REIGN OF WILLIAM 1V, [Cuar, XV,

bring matters to a crisis ; the only difficulty appears to be what
to go to war about, and who the belligerents should be, for at
the eleventh hour, and with the probability of a gencral war,
it is a toss-up whether we and the French are to be the closest
allies or the deadliest enemies. He told me that Casimir
Périer would probably be unable to keep his ground, that the
modified law about the House of Peers did not give satisfac-
tion. If he is beaten on this he goes out, and if he does,
with him will probably vanish all hopes of peace. It is pretty
evident that France is rapidly advancing to a republic. Her
institutions have long been republican, and, though very
compatible with a despotic empire, incompatible with a con-
stitutional and limited monarchy. This Buonaparte knew.
Another Coronation Committee yesterday,and, I am happy
to say, the last, for this business is the greatest of all hores.
There is a furious squabble between the Grand Chamberlain
and the Earl Marshal (who is absent and has squabbled by
deputy) about the box of the former in Westminster Abbey.
At the last coronation King George IV. gave Lord Gwydir
Ms box in addition to his own, and now Lord Cholmondeley
claims a similar box.! Thisisresisted. The present King dis-
poses of his own box (and will probably fill it with every sort of
canazille) 5 the Lords won’t interfere, and the Grand Chamber.
lain protests, and says he has been shamefully used, and there
the matter stands. The Grand Chamberlain is in the wrong.
September 3rd.—On Wednesday a Couneil was held. Very
few of the Ministers stay for the Counecils; small blame to
them, as the Irish say, for we are kept about three times as
long Ly this regular, punctual King as by the capricious, irre-
gular Monarch who last ruled over us. This Ning is a queer
fellow. Our Council was principally for a new Great Seal and
to deface the old Seal. The Chancellor claims the old one as
his perquisite. I hadforgotten the hammer, sv the Ning said,
¢ My Lord, the best thing I can do is to give youthe Seal, and
tell you to take it and do what you please with it.” The
Chancellor said, ¢ Sir, I believe there is some doubt whether

' MLord Gwydir and Lord Cholmondeley filled the office of Tord High
Chinmberlain for alternative lives as the representatives of the joint claimants
of the olice.]
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Lord Lyndhurst ought not to have half of it, as he was Chan.
cellor at the time of your Majesty’s accession.” ¢ Well,? said
{he King, ¢ then I will judge between you Hke Solomon ; here
{turning the Seal round and round), now do you ery heads or
tails?®  We all hanghed, and the Chancellor said, « Sir, I take
the bottom part.” The King opened the two compartinents of
the Seal and said, ¢ Now, then, I employ you as ministers of
taste. You will send for Bridge, my silversmith, and desire
him to convert the two halves cach into o salver, with wmy arms
onone side and yours on the other, and Lord Lyndhurst’s the
same, and you will take one and give him the other, and
both keep them as presents from me.”  The Duchess of Kent
will not attend the coronation, and there is a report that the
King is unwilling to make nll the Peers that are required;
this is the ewrrent talk of the day.

September Sth—At Gorhambury since Saturday; the
Harrowbys, Bathursts, Franklund Lewiscs, Lady Jersey,
AMabion, Lushington, Wortleys; rather agreeable and lively;
all anti-Reformers, so no guarrelling about that, though
Lord Harrowby is ready to squabble with anybody either
way, but furiously against the Bifl.

September 8th~Dined with the Duke of Wellington
yosterday 5 thirty-one people, very handsome, und the Styrian
Minstrels playing and singing all dinner time, o thing I
never saw bofore. T sat next to Esterhazy and talked to him
o very little) nbout Belgian affairs. e said Talleyrand
had given positive nssurances that the French troops should
bo withdrswn whenever the Datel retired, that the ether
Powers were aware of Périer’s diffieulties, and were rendy to
concede much to keep him in power, but that if he had uot
suflicient influence to repress the violent war fiction there
was no use in endeavouring to support him, Our Govern-
ment had behaved very well, and had been very strony in
their retmonstrances. s

After dinner I had much tatk with the Duke, who told e
# good deal nbout the late King and the Dachess of Kont g
talked of his extravagance and love of spending, yrosihid
that it wis not his own money that be spent; be told zn o34

story he had heard of Mra, Fitzherbest's boing Mioo] 1o
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said that Sir John Conroy was ler ndviser, that he was sure
ofit. What he then told me throws some light upon her
ill-humonr and displays her wrong-headedness. In the first
place the late King disliked her; the Duke of Cumberland
100 was her enemy, and George IV., who was as great a
despot as ever lived, was always talking of taking her cinld
from her, which he inevitably would have done but for the
Duke, who, wishing to prevent quarrels, did all in his power
to deter the King, not by opposing him when he talked of
it, which he often did, but by putting the thing off as well
as he conld. However, when the Duchess of Cumber-
Jand came over, and there was a question how the Royal
Family would receice ber, ho thought he might reconeilr
the Cumberlands to the Duchess of Kent by engaging her
to bo civil to the Duchess of Cumberland, so he desired
Leopold to advise his sister (who was in the country} from
him very strongly to write to the Duchess of Cumberland
and express her regret at being absent on her arnval, and so
prevented from ealling on her.  The Duchess sent Leopold
back to the Duke to ask why he gave her this advice?
The Duke replied that he should not say why, that he
kmew more of what wns going on than she possibly could,
that he gave her this advice for her own benefit, and again
repeated that she had better act onit. The Duchess said
she was ready to give him eredit for the goodness of hus
counsel, though he wonld not say what his reasons were, and
she did as ho suggested. This suceceded, and the Duke of
Cumberland ceased to blow the coals. Matters went on
quietly till the King died. As soon as he was dead the
Duchess of Kent wrote to the Duke, and desired that she
might be treated s n Dowager Princess of Wales, with n
suitable income for herself and her daughter, who ghe aleo
desired might be treated as Ieiress Apparent, and that she
should have the solo control aver the allowance fo be made
for both,  The Duke roplied that her proposition was alta.
gether inadmissible, and that ho could not possibly think of
proposing anything for her Gt the matters regarding the
King's Civil List were scttlod, but that she might rely
unon it that no mesenms which affocted Lor fn any weav
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and ask him. I don’t know how it cnded. Howe told me
yesterday morning in Westminster Abbey that Lord Cleve-
land is to be o duke, though it is not yet acknowledged if it
bo so. There has been a battle about that s they say that he
got his Loroughs to be made a marquis, and got rid of them
to be made o duke.!

Seplember 17th.—~The coronation went off well, and
whereas nobody was satisfied before it everybody was after it.
No events of consequence. The cholern has got to Berlin, and
Warsaw is taken by the Russinns, who appear to have behaved
with moderation. Since the deposition of Skrznecki, and the
reign of elubs and mobs and the perpetration of massacres at
Warsaw, the public sympathy for the Poles has a good deal
fallen off. The eholern, which is travelling south, isless violent
than itwas in the north. It is remarkable that the common
peopleat Berlinareimpressed with the snme strange belief that
possessed those of St. Petersburg that they havebeen potsoned,
and Chad writes to-day that they believe there is no such
disense, and that the deaths aseribed to that malady are pro-
duced by poison administered by the doctors, who are bribed
for that purpose ; that the rich, finding the poor becoming too
numerous to be conveniently governed, have adopted this
mode of thinning the population, whick was employed with
suceess by the English in India; that the foreign doctors are
the delegates of a central committee, which is formed
Yondon and directs the pr di and similar

The talk of the town has been about the King and a
foast e gave at a great dinner at St. James's the other day.
Ife had ninety guests-—all his Ministers, all the great people,
and il the foreign Ambassadors. After dinner he made o
long rambling speech in French, and ended by giving as <a
sentiment,’ as he called if, ¢ The land we live in’  This was
Lefare the ladies left the room. Afier they were gone he
made another speech in French, in the course of which he
travelled over every variety of topic that suggested itself to
Lis excursive mind, and endid with a very coarse toast and

t {The Eal of Prufington bad been made Marquis of Cleveland in 15
aad was raised to the dubedom ia Jannary 1611}

YOL. 1. o
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hazy, Neumann, Broughani was tired, never spoke, and went
tobedearly. This morning I gota letter from the Lord PresiZ
dent enclosing an order from the King for a copy of the
proceedings in Council on the marriage of the Duke of
Sussex and Lady Augusta Murray. The Chancellor told me
that the young man Sir Augustus I’Este hind behaved very
ill, having filed a bill in Chancery, inte swhich he Lad put all
his father’s love letters, written thirty years ago, to perpetuate
evidence; that it was all done without the Duke of Sussex’s
consent, but that D’Este had got Lushington’s opinion that
the marriage was valid on the ground that the Marriage
Act only applied to marriages contracted here, whereas
this was contracted at Rome. He said Lushington was a
great authority, but that he had no doubt he swas wrong.
The King is exceedingly annoyed at it.

September 19th.—Came to town, Talleyrand, Madame de
Dino, and Alava came to Stoke yesterdny, Talleyrand had a
circle, but the Chancellor talked too much, and they rather
spoilt one another. He said one neat thing. They were
talking of Madame d’Abrantds’s Memoirs,” and of her mother,
Madame Pernon, My father said, M. de Marboeuf &Hait
un pew I'amant de Madame Pernon, m’est.ce pas?’ te
said, ¢ Oui, mais je ne sals pas dans quelles proportions.

September 20th.—News arrived of great riots at Paris, on
account of the Tolish business and the fall of Warsaw.
Madame de Dino (who, by-the-bye, Talleyrand says is the
cleverest man or woman he ever knew) said last night that
she despaired of the state of things in Franee, that this was
no mere popular tumault, but part of an organised system of
disaffection, and that the Carlists had joined the ultra-
Republicans, that the National Guard was not to be depended
upon, that ¢leur esprit ¢tait fatigué’ Talleyrand himeelf
was very low, and s got no intelligence from his Govern-
ment.  This morning I met Lonl Grey, and walled with
him, I told him what Madame de Dino had said.  He raid
he knew it all, and Liow bad things were,and that they would
Le much worse if the Reform Bill was thrown out here, 1

asked Liim how they would be affected by that. Hesaidthat

oL 1 0?2
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the words ¢ Honi soit qui mal y pense.” Sefton, who told it me,
said he never felt so ashamed ; Lord Grey was ready to sink
into the earth ; everybody laughed of course, and Sefton, who
sat next to Talleyrand, said to him, ¢ Bh bien, que pensez-vous
de cela®’> With his unmoved, immovable face he answered
only, ¢ C’est bien remarguable.’

Tn the meantime Reform, which has subsided into a calm
for some time past, is approaching its terminatior in the
House of Commons, and as it gets near the period of a fresh
campaign, and a more arduous though a shorter one, agita-
tion is a little reviving. The ¢ Times > and other violent news-
papers are moving heaven and earth to stir up the country
and intimidate the Peers, many of whom are frightened
enough already. The general opinion at present is that the
Peers created at the coronation will not be enough to carry the
Bill (they are a set of horrid rubbish most of them), but that

o more will be made at present; that the Opposition, if

-anited, will be strone enough to throw out the Bill, but that

they are so divi . ‘on whether to oppose the Bill on
the second C ~* That this dissension will
very i e . istime there has been
n greed upon, but there

e Duke of Wellington

, and this week they will

r s. From what Sefton says
as Brougham and Grey direct

overn +» resolved the Bill

o " ill do what the

nd : Peers as may be

t ould rather it was

1 an pass by a small
‘hich after having gone

eeling out of doors, pass it

t ent of it that they have begun
‘have set up an office with clerks,

neil Office, and there the Committee

ember 18th.—I came here yesterday with the
» Creevey, Luttrell, my father and mother, Ester-
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hazy, Neumann. Brougharniwas tired, never spoke, and went
tobed early. This morning I gota letter from the Lord Presil
dent enclosing an order from the King for a copy of the
proceedings in Comncil on the marriage of the Duke of
Sussex and Lady Augusta Murray, The Chancellor told me
that the young man Sir Augustus d'Este hiad behaved very
ill, having filed » bill in Chancery, inte which he had put all
his father’s love letters, written thirty yearsago, to perpetuate
evidence; that it was nll done without the Duke of Sussex’s
consent, but that D’Este had got Lushington’s opinion that
the marriage was valid on the ground that the Marriage
Act only applied to marringes contracted here, whereas
this was contracted at Rome. He said Lushington was a
great authority, but that he had no doubt he was wrong.
The King is exceedingly annoyed at it.

September 19th.—Came to town. Talleyrand, Madame de
Dino, and Alarn came to Stoke yesterday. Talleyrand hada
circle, but the Chancellor talked too much, and they rather
spoilt one another. e said one neat thing. They were
talking of Madame d’Abrantds’s ¢Afemoirs,” and of her mother,
Madame Pernon. My father said, <M. de Marbeeuf était
un pew l'amant de Madame Pernon, n'est-ce pas?’ e
said, ¢ Oni, mais je ne sais pas dans quelles proportions.”

September 201h,—News arrived of great riots at Paris, on
account of the Polish business and the fall of Warsaw,
Madame de Dino (who, by-the-bye, Talleyrand says is the
cleverest man or treman he ever knevw) said last night that
she despaired of the state of things in France, that this was
no mere popular tumult, but part of an organised system of
disaffection, and that the Carlists had joined the ultra-
TRepublicans, that the National Guard was not to be depended
upon, that ¢leur esprit était fatigné.' ‘Talleyrand himeelf
was very law, and has got no intelligence from his Govern.
ment. This moming T met Lord Grvy, and walked with
him. T told him what Madame de Dino had said.  He said
he knesr it all, and how bad things were, and that they woulld
be much worse if the Reform Bill was thrown out here. 1
asked Lim how they would be affected by that,  Hesaid that

ot u. tosz
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111151110,1 ng‘in? fx\'iii:ll:sgyznhe} i) W?U;d' i e d el
mean to resien, He :Tl) ¢ inferred tha't .lf beaten they
: sign, said the French Ministry had been
very imprudent about Poland. I said, ¢ How? for what could
gifgqilq'bzo (}(Inexe :a,idmﬁf; coliliil c{)}nlhy' get at 1iPoIand through
Baltic with owr con ‘.Y O e sent & fect ?O the
currence, though we could not urge
them to do so. I asked him what he thought would be the
result of the dissolution of Périer’s Government ; I said that
there appeared to me twoalternatives,a general bouleversement
or the war faction in power under the existing system. He
replied he did not think there wounld now be a bouleversement,
but a Ministry of Lafayette, Lamarque, and all that party
who were impatient to plunge France into war. Isaid I did
not think Yrance could look to a successful war, for the old
alliance would be re-formed against her. He rejoined that
Russia was powerless, crippled by this contest, and under the
necessity of maintaining a great army in Poland; Austria
and Prussia were both combustible, half the provinces of the
former nearly in a state of inswmrection; that the latter had
enough to do to preserve quiet, and the French would rouse all
the disaffected spirit which existed in both. I said ‘then we
were on the eve of that state of things which was predicted
by Canuing in his famous speech.” Here we met Ellis, and
I left them.

I afterwards saw George Villiers, who told me that he
lmew from a member of the Cabinet that there had been a
division in it on the question of going out if the Reform
Bill should be rejected, and that it had been carried by
a majority that they should. He told me also a curious
thing about Stanley’s Arms Bill : that it had never been im-
parted to Lord Anglesey, nor to the Cabinet here, and that
Lord Grey had been obliged to write an apology to Lord
Anglesey, and to tell him he (Lord Grey) had himself seen the
Bill for the first time in the newspapers. This he had from
Lord C., who is a great friend of Lord Anglesey’s, and who
had seen Lord Grey’s letter before he left Ireland; but the
story appears to me quite incredible, and is probably untrue.
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Whig and Tory Mectings on Heform—Resolution to carry the Iji—fnlland
~adical Jones—Reform Ml thrown out by the lorda~Darsetebire
Tlection—Dirision among the Tories—Bishnp I'hullpotts~ Prospeets of
Reform—Tts Dangers—Ihots at Bristol—~The Cholern at \undnlnml-—

"

An Atterapt 2t a Comp na Reform—TLord W
with the Miristers—Negotiation with Mr, Barnes—DProclanistion azamnst
the Unions~Barbansm of Senderland—-Disappoistment of Lond Wham-
cliffo—Dristol and Lyona—Cammercial Negotutions with France—
Youlett Thomson—Lord Wharnchife's Propowal to Lond Girey—Dis-
approsed by the Dahe of Welhngton—~Mederation of Lord John Russel]
—The Appeal of Drex v (irosvenor—The Second Reformm Iill—
Violertce of Lord Durl Moro Body h Truke of Richmond
and Sir Jlenry Parnell--Fanshanger—Creation of Peers—Insision of
Opinton—XNegotiation ta avoid the Creation of Peers—Lord Wharn
ckilfs's Interview with the King—Opposition of the Duke of Wellington
~The Was crers resolve to separate from the Duke,

September 22nd—The night Lefore Inst Croker and Ma-
caulay made two fine spcechcs on Reform ; the former spoke
for two hours and & Ialf, and in a way he bad never done
before.  Macaulay was very brilliant.  There was a mecting
at Lord Ebrington’s yesterday, called by him, Lyttelton
Lawley, and of members of the House of Commons only, and
they (without coming to any resolution) were sll agreed to
prevnil on the Government not to resign in the event of
the Reform Bill being rejected in the House of Londs, I
have no doubt, therefore, in spite of what Lond Grey said,
and the other circumstances I have mentioned above, that
they will not resign, and I doubt whether there will be any
oceasion for it

There was o dinner at Apsley Houvwe yestenday; the
Cabinet of Opposition, to discuss matters befure Laving
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a general meeting. At this dinner there were sixteen
or seventeen present, all the leading anti-Reformers of the
Peers. They agreed to oppose the second reading. Dudley,
who was there, told me it was tragedy first and farce
afterwards; for Eldon and Kenyon, who had dined with
the Duke of Cumberland, came in after dinner. Chairs
were placed for them on each side of the Dulke, and after
he had explained to them what they had been discussing, and
what had been agreed upon, Kenyon made a long speech on
the first reading of the Bill, in which it was soon apparent
that he was very drunk, for he talked exceeding nonsense,
wandered from one topic to another, and repeated the same
things over and over again. When he had done Eldon
made a speech on the second reading, and appeared to be
cqually drunk, only, Lord Bathurst told me, Kenyon in his
drunkenness talked nonsense, but Eldon sense. Dudley said
it was not that they were as drunk as lords and gentlemen
sometimes are, but they were drunk like porters. Lyndhurst
was not there, though invited. He dined at Holland House.
It is pretty clear, however, that he will vote for the second
reading, for his wife is determined he shall. I saw her
yesterday, and she is full of pique and resentment against
the Opposition and the Duke, half’ real and half pretended,
and chatters away about Lyndhurst’s not being their cat’s
paw, and that if they choose to abandon him, they must not
expect him to sacrifice himself for them. The pretexts
she takes ave, that they would not go to the House of Lords
on Tuesday and support him against Brougham on the
Bankruptcy Bill, and that the Duke of Wellington wrote to
her and desired ber to influence her husband in the matter
of Reform. The first is a joke, the second there might be
a little in, for vanity is always uppermost, but they have
both some motive of interest, which they will pursue in what-
ever way they best can. The exctise they male is that they
want to conceal their strength from the Government, and
accordingly the Duke of Wellington has not yet entered any:
of his proxies. The truth is that I am by no means sure
now that it is safe or prudent to oppose the second reading;
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and though I think it very doubtfal if any practieable alter-
ation will be made in Committee, it will be Detter to take
that chance, and the chance of an accommodation and com-
promise between the two parties and the two Houses, than
to attack it in front. It is clear that Government are re-
solved to carry the Bill, and equally ¢lear that no means they
can adopt would be uupopular. They are averse to making
more Peers if they can help it, and would rather go quictly
on, without any fresh changes, and I believe thiey are con-
seientiously persuaded that this Bill is the Jeast democratical
Bill it is possible to get the country to aceept, and that if
offered in time this one will be accepted. I had heard
before that the country is not enamoured of thus Bill, but I
fear that it 13 true that they are only indifferent to the
Conservative clauses of it (if I may so term them), and for
that reason it may be doubtful whether there would not be
such o clamour raised in the event of the rejection of this
Bill as would compel the Ministers to make a new one, more
objectionable than the old.  If its passing elearly appears to be
incvitable, why, the sooner it is done the better, for at least
one immense object will be gained in putting an end to
agitation, and restoring the country to good-humour, and
it is desirable that the House of Lords should stand as well
with the people as it can. It is better, as Burke says, “to do
carly, and from foresight, that which we may be obliged to
do from necessity at Jast” Tam not more delighted with
Reform than I have ever been, but it is the part of prudence
to take into consideration the present and the future, and
not {o harp npon the past. It matters not how the country
has been worked up to its present state, if a calm observation
convinces us thnt the spirit that has been raised cannot be
allayed, and that is very clear to me.

Seplember 24th~~Leel closed tho debate on Thursday
night with o very fine speech, the best (one of his opponents
told me, and it is no use asking the opinions of friends if a
candid opponent is to be found) ke had ever made, not only
on that sulject, but on any otliers he cut Macauhy to
rilunds, Macaunliy is very brilliant, but his specches are
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harangues and never replies ; whereas Peel’s long experience
and real talent for debate give him a great.advantage in the
power of reply, which he very eminently possesses. Macaulay,
however, will probably be a very distinguished man. These
debates have elicited a vast deal of talent, and have served
as touchstones to try real merit and power. Asa proof of
what practice and a pretty good understanding can do, there
is Althorp, who now appears to be an excellent leader, and
contrives to speak decently upon all subjects, quite as much
as a leader need do; for I have always thonght that it should
not be his business to furnish rhetoric and fowers of elo-
quence, but good-humour, judgment, firmness, discretion,
businesslike talents, and gentlemanlike virtues.

Dined at Richmond on Friday with the Lyndhursts; the
mart talks against the Bill, the women for it. They are like *
the old divisions of families in the Civil Waxrs.

My brother-in-law and sister are just returned from a four
of three weeks in Holland ; curious speetacle, considering the
state of the rest of Europe, nothing but loyalty and enthu-
siasm, adoration of the Orange family; 2,000,000 of people,
and an army of 110,000 men; everybody satisfied with the
Government, and no desire for Reform.,

Paris, on the point of explodirg, is again tranquil, bub
nobody can tell for how long. They bet two to one here
that the Reform Bill is thrown out on the second reading;
and what then ? The meeting at Ebrington’s was flat, nothing
agreed on. Hume wanted to pass some violent resolution,
but was overruled. Milton made a foolish speech, with
prospective menaces and present nothingness in it, and
they separated without having done good or harm.

Newmarket, October 1st.—Came here last night, to my g‘rt?a,t
joy, to get holidays, and leave Reform and cholera and politics
for racing and its amusements. Just before I came away I n.let
Tord Wharncliffe, and asked him about his interview with
Radical Jones. This blackguard considers himself a sort'of
chief of a faction, and one of the heads of the .?mzs-culotizzzs
of the present day. He wrote to Lord Wharncliffe :mc.l said
he wished to confer with him, that if he would grant him an
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harangues and never replies ; whereas Peel’s long experience
and real talent for debate give him a great advantage in the
power of reply, which he very eminently possesses. Macaulay,
however, will probably be a very distinguished man., These
debates have elicited a vast deal of talent, and have served
as touchstones to try real merit and power. As a proof of
what practice and a pretty good understanding can do, there
is Althorp, who now appears to be an excellent leader, and
contrives to speak decently upon all subjects, quite as much
asa leader need do; for I have always thought that it should
not be his business to furnish rhetoric and fowers of elo-
quence, but good-humour, judgment, firmness, discretion,
businesslile talents, and gentlemanlike virtues.

Dined at Richmond on Friday with the Lyndhursts; the
mary talls against the Bill, the women for it. They are like*
the old divisions of families in the Civil Wanrs.

My brother-in-law and sister are just returned from a tour
of three weeks in Holland ; curious spectacle, considering the
state of the rest of Europe, nothing but loyalty and enthu-
siasm, adoration of the Orange family; 2,000,000 of people,
and an army of 110,000 men; everybody satisfied with the
Government, and no desive for Reform.

Paris, on the point of exploding, is again tranquil, bub
nobody can tell for how long. They bet two to one here
that the Reform Bill is thrown out on the second reading ;
and what then ? The meeting at Ebrington’s was flat, nothing
agreed on. Hume wanted to pass some violent resolution,
but was overruled. DMilton made a foolish speech, with
prospective menaces and present nothingness in it, and
they separated without having done good or .ha.rm.

Newmarket, October 1st.—Came here last night, to my g.refat
joy, to get holidays, and leave Reform and cholera and politics
for racing and its amusements. Just before I came away I 11‘1613
T.ord Wharnclitfe, and asked him about his interview with
Radical Jones. This blackguard considers himself a sort of
chief of a faction, and one of the heads of the sans~culottifts
of the present day. He wrote to Lord Wharncliffe an<.i said
he wished to confer with him, that if he would grant him an
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interview he might bring any person he pleaced to witnesy
what passed between them. Lord YWharneliffe replied that
he wonld call on him, and should be satisfied to have no
witness. Accordingly he did so, when the other in very civil
terms told him that he wished to try and impress upon his
mind {25 he was one of the heads of anti-Reform in the
House of Lords) how dangerous it would be ta mjeet this
Bill, that all sorts of excesses would follow its rejection, that
their persons and properties would be perilled, and resistance
would be unavailing, for that they (the Reformers) wero re-
solved to carry their point. Lord Wharncliffe asked whether
if this was conceded they would be satisfied. Jones replind,
¢Certainly not;* that they must go a great deal further:
that an hereditary pecrage was not to be defended on any
redsonable theory. Still, he was not for doing nway watht,
that he wished the changes that were inevitable to take
place quietly, and without violence or confusion. After
some more discourse in this strain they separated, but very
cirilly, and without any intemperanco of cxpression on the
part of the Reformer.

On Monday the battle begins in the House of Londs, und
up to this time nobody knows how it will go, each party being
confident, but opinion generally in favour of the Bill being
thrown out, There is nothing more curious in this question
than the faet that it is almost impossible to find anybody who
is satisfied with the part he himself takes upon it, and that it
is generally looked upon ns a ehoice of evils, in which the
only thing to do is to choose the least. The Reformers say,
You had better pass the Bill,or you will have n worse, The
moderate anti-Reformers would be glad to suffer the socand
reading to pass and alter it in Committee, but ﬂ-wy d:) 'iO'
dare do so, because the sulky, stupid, obstinate High Torics
declare that they will throw the whole thing up, and not
attempt to alter the Bill if it passes the wmnd‘ r(-nd.m;:,
Esery man scems tossed sbout by opposite comviderations
and the necessity of accommodating his own conduct to the
caprices, passions, and follies of others. .

Riddleseorth, Detober 10th.—A Newmashet all
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all the Peers absent; here since Friday. Yesterday morning
the newspapers (all in black !) announced the defeat of the
Reform Bill by a majority of forty-one, at seven o’clock on
Saturday morning, after five nights’ debating. By all
accounts the debate was a magnificent display, and incom-
parably superior to that in the House of Commons, but
the reports convey no idea of it. The great speakers on
either side were:—Lords Grey, Lansdowne, Goderich,
Plunket, and the Chancellor, for the Bill; against it,
Lords Wharncliffe (who moved the amendment), Harrowby,
Carnarvon, Dudley, Wynford, and Lyndhurst. The Duke of
Wellington’s speech was exceedingly bad; he is in fact, and
hasg proved it in repeated instances, unequal to argue a great
constitutional question. He has neither the command of
anguage, the power of reasoning, nor the knowledge re-
quisite for such an effort. Lord Harrowby’s speech was
amazingly fine, and delivered with great effect; and the last
night the Chancellor is said to have surpassed all his former
exploits, Lyndhwrst to have been nearly as good, and Lord
Grey very great in reply. There was no excitement in
London the following day, and nothing particular happened
but the Chancellor being drawn from Downing Street to
Berkeley Square in his carriage by a very poor mob. The
majority was much greater than anybody expected, and it
is to be hoped may be productive of good by showing the
necessity of a compromise; for no Minister can malke sixty
Peers, which Lord Grey must do to carry this Bill; it
would be to create another House of Lords. Nobody knows
what the Ministers would do, but it was thought they would
not resign. A meeting of members of the House of Com-
mons was held under the auspices of Ebrington to agree
upon a resolution of confidence in the Government this day.
The majority and the magnificent display of eloquence and
ability in the House of Lords must exalt the character and
dignity of that House, and I hope incr.ease' its efficacy for
good purposes and for resistance to th.ls Bill. It may be
hoped, too, that the apathy of the capital may have some
1 [Not all of them ; neither the ¢Times’ nor the ¢ Morning Herald."]
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wi.ll serve to show the King’s entire good-will to his present
Ministers. Ebrington’s resolution- of confidence was carried
by a great majority in the House of Commons after some
violent speeches from Macaulay, Sheil, and O’Connell, and very
moderate ones and in a low tone on the other side. Macan-
lay’s speech was as usual very eloquent, but as inflammatory
as possible. Such men as these three can care nothing into
what state of confusion the country is thrown, for all they
want is a market to which they may bring their talents;!
but how the Miltons, Tavistocks, Althorps, and all who
have a great stake in the country can run the same course
is more than I can conceive or comprehend. Party isindeed,
as Swift says, ‘the madness of many,” when carried to its
present pitch. In the meantime the Conservative party are
as usual committing blunders, which will be fatal to them.
Lord Harrowby was to have moved yesterday or the day
before, in the House of Lords, a resolution pledging the
House to take into consideration early in the next session
the acknowledged defects in the representation, with a view
to make such ameliorations in it as might be consistent with
the Coustitution, or something to this effect. This has not
been done because the Duke of Wellington objects, He will
not concur because he thinks the proposition should come
from Government ; as if this was a time to stand upon such
punctilios, and that it was not of paramount importance to
show the country that the Peers are not obstinately bent
upon opposing all Reform. I had hoped that hehad profited
by experience, and that at least his past errors in politics
might have taught him a little modesty, and that he would
not have thwarted measures which were proposed by the
wisest and most disinterested of his own party. I can con-
ceive no greater misfortune at this moment than such a dis-
union of that party, and to have its deliberations ruled by
the obstinacy and prejudices of the Duke. He is a greab
man in little things, but a little man in great matters—I
mean in civil affairs; in those mighty questions which

1 This was very unjust to Macaulay, and not true as to Sheil ; to O'Con-
nell alone applicable.
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{In reading over these remarks upon the Duke of Wel-
Jington, and comparing them with the opinions I now enter-
tain of his present conduct, and of the natare and quality of
kis mind, I am compelled to ask myself whether I did not
then do him injustice, On the whole I think not. He is
not, nor ever was, 2 little man in anything, great or small;
tot ¥ am satisfied that he hias made great pohtical blunders,
though with the best and most patriotic intentions, and that
his conduct thronghout the Reform contest was one of the

catest and most unfortunate of them.—July 1838.]

October 14th.—The town econtinues quite quet; the
conntrr nearly so. The press strain every nerve to produce
excitement, and the ¢Times’ bas begun an assault on the
biskops, whom it has marked out for vengeance and defama-
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Hezze of Lords between Phillpotts and Lord Grey, in which
L2 funcer got a most tremendons dressing. Times muet
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will serve to show the King’s entire good-will to his present
Ministers. Ebrington’s resolution- of confidence was carried
by a great majority in the House of Commons after some
violent speeches from Macaulay, Sheil, and O’Connell, and very
moderate ones and in a low tone on the other side. Macau-
lay’s speech was as usual very eloquent, but as inflammatory
as possible. Such men as these three can care nothing into
what state of confusion the country is thrown, for all they
want is a market to which they may bring their talents; !
but how the Miltons, Tavistocks, Althorps, and all who
have a great stake in the country can run the same course
is more than I can conceive or comprehend. Party is indeed,
as Swift says, ‘the madness of many,” when carried to its
present pitch. In the meantime the Conservative party are
as usual committing blunders, which will be fatal to them.
Lord Harrowby was to have moved yesterday or the day
before, in the House of Lords, a resolution pledging the
House to take info consideration early in the next session
the acknowledged defects in the representation, with a view
to make such ameliorations in it as might be consistent with
the Constitution, or something to this effect. This has not
been done because the Duke of Wellington objects. He will
not concur hecause he thinks the proposition should come
from Government ; as if this was a time to stand upon such
punctilios, and that it was not of paramount importance to
show the country that the Peers are not obstinately bent
upon opposing all Reform. I had hoped that he had profited
by experience, and that at least his past errors in politics
might have taught him a little modesty, and that he would
not have thwarted measures which were proposed by the
wisest and most disinterested of his own party. I can con-
ceive no greater misfortune at this moment than such a dis-
union of that party, and to have its deliberations ruled by
the obstinacy and prejudices of the Duke. He is a greab
man in little things, but a little man in greab matters—I
mean in civil affairs; in those mighty questions which

1 This was very unjust to Macaulay, and not true as to Sheil ; to O’Con-
nell alone applicable.
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opinion that it would have been far better never to have leb
them back into the House of Lords, but now that they are
there I would not thrust them out, especially at this moment.
Lord Grey in this debate gave no handle certainly, for he
interposed in their favour, and rebuked Lord Suffield, who
attacked them first, and told him he was out of order, and
then Phillpotts very foolishly aftacked him.

October 15th.—A furious attack in the House of Commons
upon Althorp’s and John Russell’s letters to Attwood by
Hardinge and Vyvyan. Peelnot there, having hopped off to
Staffordsbire, to the great disgust of his party, whom he
never scruples to leave in the lurch. They made wretched
excuses for these letters, and could only have recourse to the
pretence of indignation at being thought capable of foment-
ing disorders, which is all very well; but they do foment
discord and discontent by every means in their power. With
a yelling majority in the House, and a desperate press out
of it, they go on in their reckless course without fear or
shame. TLord Harrowby made a speech in the House of
Lords, and declared his conviction that the time was come
for effecting a Reform, and that he would support one to a
certain extent, which he specified. In the House he was
coolly received, and the ¢ Times’ hardly deigned to notice
what he said. Parliament is to be up on Thursday next,
and will probably not meet till January, when of course
the first thing done will be to bring in the Bill again. What,
then, is gained ? For as Ministers take every opportunity of
declaring that they will accept nothing less efficient (as
they call it) than the present Bill, no compromise can be
looked for. Lord Harrowby is the only man who has said
what he will do, and probably he goes further than the bulk
of his party would approve of ; and yet he is far behind the
Ministerial plan. So that there seems little prc}s.pect f’f
getting off for less than the old Bill, fO}' t:he Opposm(?n W‘ﬂl
hardly wenture to stop the next in limine as they did 't}n.s.
I do not see why they should hope to amend the next Bﬂl‘ in
Committee any more than the last, and the division which
they dreaded the other day is not less likely, and would not
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ch.zced, discussed, defended, and supported is more dangerous
§t111. The total unsettlement of men’s minds, the bringing
into contempt all the institutions which have been hitherto
venerated, tﬁhe aggrandisement of the power of the people,
the embodying and recognition of popular authority, the use
and abuse of the King’s name, the truckling to the press, are
things so subversive of government, so prejudicial to order
and tranquillity, so encouraging to sedition and disaffection,
that T do not see the possibility of the country settling down
into that calm and undisturbed state in which it was before
this question was mooted, and without which there can be no
happiness or security to the community. A thousand mush-
room orators and politicians have sprung up all over the
country, each big with his own ephemeral importance, and
every one of whom fancies himself fit to govern the nation.
Amongst them are some men of acfive and powerful minds,
and nothing is less probable than that these spirits of mis-
chief and misrule will be content to subside into their original
nothingness, and retire after the victory has been gained
into the obscurity from which they emerged. ‘
Newmarket, October 28rd.~—Nothing but racing all this
weele; Parlinment has been prorogued, and all is quiet. The
world seems tired, and requires rest. How soon it will
all hegin again God knows, but it will not be suffered to
sleep long. , '
London, November 11th.—Nothing written for a long
time; I went after the second October meeting to Euston,
and from thence to Horsham, returned to Newmarket, was
going to Felbrigg, but came to town on Tuesday last {the
8th) on account of the cholera, which has broken out at Sun~
derland. The country was beginning to slumber after the
fatigues of Reform, when it was rattled up by the business of’
Bristol,! which for bratal ferocity and wanton, unprovoked
violence may vie with some of the worst scenes of the

1 [Riots broke ont with great violence at Bristol on the 29th of October,

the pretext heing the entry of Sir Charles Weﬁ.lerel.l into that city (of which
%e was Recorder), who was notorious for his violent opposition to the

Reform Bill. Much property was destroyed, and many lives lost.]
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November 14th.—TFor the last two or three days the reports |
from Sunderland about the cholera have been of a doubiful
character.  The diseasc malkes so little progress that the
doctors begin again to doubt. whether it is the Indian
cholera, and the merchants, shipowners, and inhabitdnts,
who suffer from the resiraints imposed uwpon an infected
place, are loudly complaining of the measures which have
been adopted, and strenuously insisting that their town is in
a more healthy state than usual, and that the disease is no
more than what it always is visited with every year. at this
scason. In the meantime all preparations are going on in
London, just as if the disorder was actually on its way to the
metropolis. e have a Board at the Couneil Office, between
which and the Board at the College some civilities have
passed, and the latter is now ready to yield up its functions
to the former, which, however, will not be regularly consti-
tuted without much difficulty and many jealousies, all owing
to official carelessness and mismanagement. The Board has
been diligently employed in drawing up suggestions and in-
structions to local boards and parochial authorities, and greab
activity has prevailed here in establishing committees for the
purpose of visiting the different districts of the metropolis, and
making such arrangements as may be necessary in the event
of siclness breaking out. There is no lack of money or
Iabour for this end, and one great good will be accomplished
let what will happen, for much of the filth and misery of the
town will be brought to light, and the condition of the poorer
and more wretched of the inhabitants can hardly fail to be
amecliorated. The reports from Sunderland exhibit a state
of human misery, and necessarily of moral degradation, such
as T hardly ever heard of, and it is no wonder, when a grfeat
part of the community is plunged into such a condition
(and we may fairly suppose that ‘ there is a gradually
mounting scale, with every degree of wretchedness, ap t? the
wealth and splendour which glitter on the surface of society),
“that there should be so many who are ripe for any desperate
scheme of revolution. At Sunderland they say there are
houses with 150 inmates, who are huddled five and six in
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abed, Theyare in the Joweststate of poverty. The sick in
these receptacles are attended by an apotheeary’s boy, who
brings them (or I suppose tosses them) medicines without
distinction or enquiry.

T saw Lord Wharncliffe last night, just returned from
Yorkshire ; he gives a bad nccount of the state of the publie
mind ; he thinks that there is o strong revolutionary spirit
abroad ; told me that the Duke of Wellington had written to
the King o memorial upon the danger of the associations
that were on foot.

Roehampton, Norember 19th.—On Tuesday lst 1 went
with the Duke of Rickmond to pass a day at Shirley Lodge,
# house that has been fent him by Mr. Maberly, and there
we had o pgreat deal of conversation about Reform and
general politics, in the course of which I was struck by
his npparent eandour and moderation, and when I told kim
that nothing would do but a compromise between the parties
hie neceded to that opinion, and said that he should like
to go to Lord Wharneliffe, and talk the matter over with
him. This was on Wednesday, Yesterday morning I
called on Lord Wharneliffe, and told him what Richmond
had said. e was sitting before o heap of papers, and when
I told him this he Jaughed and said that Rickmond was
behindhand, that matters had gone o great deal further than
this, and then proceeded to give me the following account of
what had passed =—A ehort time ago Palmerston spoke o his
son, John Wortley, and expressed a desire that some com-
promise could be effected between the Government and the
Opposition leaders, which John imparted to Lord Harrowhy
and his father. The overture was 50 well received by them
that Stanley went to Sandon, Lord Harrowby’s place in
Staffondshire, in his way to Irehnd, with Lord Grey’s
m'nscni, fo talk it over with Lord Sandon,  After this Tord
peneral n“oln{ir;n as to the b1ei?o -'lﬂrcnmc to o sort of
B o o 1“1' : nwuc.h they would treat,

) P and which Wharmneliffe read fo me. It

was moderate, temperate, embraced ample concessions, and
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asserted the necessity of each party refraining from de-
manding of the other what either was so pledged to as to be
unable to concede without dishonour. On Wharneliffe’s
return to town he again sasw Palmerston, and communicated
to him Harrowby’s concurrence in an equitable adjustment
of the Reform question, and then suggested that if Govern-
ment really desired this, it would be better that he (Wharn-
cliffe) should see Lord Grey himself on the subject. Palmers-
ton told Lord Grey, who assented, and gave Wharncliffe a
rendezvous at Kast Sheen on Wednesday last. There they
had a long conversation, which by his account was conducted
in a very fair and amicable spirit on both sides, and they
scem to have come to a good understanding as to the
principle on which they should treat. On parting Grey
shook hands with him twice, and told him he had not felt so
much relieved for a long time. The next day Lord Grey -
made a minute of their conversation, which he submitted to
the Cabinet; they approved of it, and he sent it to Wharn-
cliffe to peruse, who returned it to Lord Grey. In this
state the matter stood yesterday morning, apparently with
every prospect of being arranged. Wharncliffe had already
spoken to Dudley, Lyndhurst, and De Ros, the only Peers of
his party he had seen, and to the Archbishop of Canterbury,
who were all delighted at what bad passed. He had written
to the Duke of Wellington and Peel, and he is busying
Limself in consulting and communicating with all the Peers
and influential Commoners of the party whom he can find in
town. The terms are not setitled, but the general basis
agreed npon seems to be this: the concession of Schedule.A,
o% representatives to the greab towns, and a great extension
of the county representation on one side; the aband()nme}lt,
or mearly so, of Schedule B, such an arrangement vcf1th
regard to the 101. qualification as shall have .the practical
effect of o higher rate, and an understanding that f:he
manufacturing interest is not to have a preponderating
influence in the county representation; a great deal t.o be
left open to discussion, especially on all the subordinate

points.
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Such is the history of this curious transaction, which
affords u trinmphant justification of the course whivh
the Opposition adopted ; indeed, Palmerston admitted to
Wharncliffe that their tactics had been entirely judicivus,
It is likewise a great homage rendered to chamcter, for
Whamneliffe bas neither wealth, influener, nor superior
nbilitics, nor even popularity with bis own party. He s
spirited, sensible, zealous, bonourable, cousistent country
gentleman; their knowledge of Lis moderation and integrity
induced Ministers o eommit themselves to hum, and ke will
thus be in all probabulity enabled to render an essential
service to his country, and be o principal instroment in the
seitlement of a question the contutued agitation of which
would have been perilons in the extreme.  Besides the pros-
peet of a less objectionable Bill, an immense object is ganed
in the complete separation of the Ministry from the subversive
party, for their old allics the Radicals will never forgive
them for this compromise with the anti-Reformers, and they
lave now no alternative but to unite with those who call
themselves the Conservative party against the rebels, repub-
Yicans, nssociators, and all the disaffeeted in the country.
After all their declarations and their unbending insolence, to
have brought down their pride to these fterms, and to the
humiliation of making overtures to a party whose voice was
only the other day designated by John Rugeell ay ¢the
whisper of o fuction,” shows plainly how deeply alarmed they
are ot the general state of the country, and how the confla-
gration of Bristol has suddenly illuminated thejr minds.  That
incident, the language of the associations, the demieiliary
visits to Lord Grey at midnight of Place and his rabble, and
the Jicentionsness of the press, have opened their eyes, aud
convineed them that ifexisting institutionsare to be preserved
at all there §s no time to be Jost in walking such an arrange-
ment ar may enable ot who have angthing fo lose to
coalesee for their mutual safety and proteetion.  Whatever
may b the amount of their concessions, the Radicals will
never panton Lond Grey for negotinting with the Tories at
all, and nothing will present his beisg henceformand the
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object of their suspicion and aversion, and marked out for
their vengeance. By what process Althorp and John Russell
were induced to concur, and how they are to set about swal-
lowing their own words, I do not guess.

As a proof of the disposition which exists, and the good
understanding between Wharnecliffe and the Government, he
told me that some time ago Ward and Palmer went to him,
and said that in the City the majority of mén of weight and
property were favourable to Reform, but not to the late Bill,
and that they were desirous of having a declaration drawn
up for signature expressive of their adherence to Reform, but
of their hope that the next measure might be such as would
give satisfaction to all parties. Wharncliffe drew this up
(there was likewise an acknowledgment of the right of the
House of Lords to exercise their privileges as they had done)
and gave it to them. It is gone to be signed, having been
previously submitted to Grey and Althorp, who approved
of it.

November 21st.—Came to town from Roehampton yester-
day morning, saw Henry de Ros, who had seen Barnes' the
evening before, and opened to him the pending negotiation.
His rage and fury exceeded all bounds. He swore Brougham
and Grey (particularly the former) were the greatest of
villains. After a long discussion he agreed to try and per-
suade his colleagues to adopt a moderate tone, and not to
begin at once to jeter few et flamme. Henry’s object was -to
persuade him, if possible, that the interest of the paper will
be in the long run better consulted by leaning towards the
side of order and quiet than by continuing to exasperate
and inflame. He seemed to a certain degree mf)ved by this
argument, though he is evidently a desperate Radu.zal. Henry
went to Melbourne afterwards, who is most anxious for the
happy consummation of this affair, but expressed some alarm

lest they should be unable to agree upon the details. Th-ere
is an article in the ¢ Times’ this morning of half-menacing

i i i i -ocious, and
import, sulkily and gloomily written, but not ferocious,

1 [Then editor of the ¢ Times’ newspaper. ]
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Jeaving it open to them to take what line they think fit.  In
the afternoon I met Melbonmne, who told me they were going
to put forth a proclamation against ‘Attwood and the Bie-
mingham fellows,” which was grateful to my ears.

November 22nd.—The King eame to town yesterday for o
Council, at which the meeting of Parliament on the Gth of
Decembier was settled.  The proclamation against the unions
(which was not ready, nnd the King signed a blank) rnd rome
arders about cholern were despatched.  Lord Grey told me
that the unjon had already determined to dissolve itselfl

My satisfaction was yesterday considerably damped by
what I heard of the pending negotiation concerning Reform.
Agar Ellis at Roehampton talked with great doubt of its
being suceessful, which I attributed to hisignorance of what
had passed, but I fear it is from his knowledge that the
Government mean, in fuct, to give up nothing of importance.
George Bentinck eame to me in the morning, and told me he
had discovered from the Duke of Richmond that the conces-
sions were not only to be all one way, but that the altered
Bill would be, in fact, more objectionable than the last, inas-
much as it is more democratic in ity tendency, so much so
that Richmond is exceedingly dissatisfied himself, for Lie has
always been the advocate of the aristocratic interest in the
Cabinet, and has battled to make the Bill less adverse to it.
Now ha says he can contend no longer, for he is met by the
unanswerable argument that their opponents are ready to
concede more. T own I was nlarmed, and my mind misgave
me when T lieard of the extreme satisfaction of Althorp
and Co.; and T always dreaded that Wharncliffe, however
henest and well-meaning, had not calibre enough to conduct
such n negotiation, and might be misled by his vanity, He
bustlesabout the town, chatting awnytoall thepeoplelie meets,
and I fear is both ignorant himself of what he is about and
involuntarily deceiving others too; heisinn fool’s paradise,
T spoke to Henry de llol! about this last night, who seemed
by no means aware of it, and it is difficnlt to beljere thag
(e comnegsencs o Whpaen e oo Tty sl o 21

sequences o harmeliffe's proceedings, or that they
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would sanction them if they had really the tendency that
George Bentinck gives me to understand.
- The cholera, which is going on (but without greatly
extending itself) at Sunderland, has excited an unusual alarm,
but it is now beginning to subside. People seeing that it
does not appear elsewhere take courage, but the preparations
are not relaxed, and they are constantly enforced by the
Central Board of Health (as itis called), which is established
at the Council Office, and labours very assiduously in the
cause. Undoubtedly a great deal of good will be done in’
the way of purification. As to the disorder, if it had not
the name of cholera nobody would be alarmed, for many an
epidemic has prevailed at different times far more fatal than
this. On Friday last we despatched Dr. Barry down to
Sunderland with very ample powers, and to procure informa-
tion, which it is very difficult to get. Nothing can be more
disgraceful than the state of that town, exhibiting a lament-
able proof of the practical inutility of that diffusion of know-
ledge and education which we boast of, and which we fancy
tenders us so morally and intellectually superior to the rest
of the world. When Dr. Russell was in Russia he was dis-
gusted with the violence and prejudices he found there on
the part of both medical men and the people, and he says he
finds just as much here. The conduct of the peoplt? of
Sunderland on this occasion is more suitable to the barbarism
of the interior of Africa than to a town in a civilised count.ry.
The medical men and the higher classes are split into pa,rt.xes,
quarrelling about the nature of the dise.zase, anfi pervertl.ng
and concealing facts which militate aga,m.st their respectnre
theovies. The people are taught to believe thab tlfere is
really no cholera at all, and that those who say so.mte?d
to plunder and murder them. The consequence 1s‘ pro-
digious irritation and excitement, an -mvmcﬂ)le 1'epugna,nc<;
on the part of the lower orders to avail thgmselves of &H}{ 0
the preparations which are made for curing them, a.nc 3
roneness to believe any reports, howevef' monstrous .zm
P “ous letter which was received
exaggerated. In a very curiou ‘ oot oF the
yesterday from Dr. Daur he says (after comp 5
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medical men, who would send him no returns of the cases of
sicknese) it was beliered that bodies had been dissceted
before the life was out of them, and one woman was said to
have been eut up while she was begging to be spared. The
consequence of this is that we have put fornard o strong
arder to compel medical men to give wformation, and nnother
for the compulsory remeval of nuwsanees. It is, however,

rather amusing that everybody whe has ot in their vicisity

anything dxsngrcmblc, or that they sro Z/l 1ike ta be rid of,

thinky that now is their time, and the 2Ll of the Bord of

Health is covered with applications o i natnre, from vvery
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ﬂl‘emselves. The meeting in the City yesterday was a total
failure. Henry Drummond, who is mad, but very clever, and
2 Reformer, though for saving the rotten boroughs, spolke
against the declaration, some others followed him, and after
a couple of hours wasted in vain endeavours to procure
unanimity the mecting broke up, and nothing was done. I
saw Wharncliffe last night, who was exceedingly disap-
pointed.

November 281h.—The negotiation with Wharncliffe goes
on languidly; he wrote to Lord Grey the other day, and
suggested some heads as the basis of an accommodation,
consisting of some extension of Schedule B, excluding town
voters from county voting, and one or two other points;
to which Lord Grey replied that some of the things he
mentioned might be feasible, but that there would he great
difficulty about others; that he feared nothing might come of .
their communications, as he would not hear of ary other
Peers who were disposed to go along with him. Itisnota
had thing that they should cach be impressed with a salutary
apprehension, the one that he will have the same difficulties
to encounter in the House of Lords, the other that nobody
will follow him, for it will render an arrangement more pro-
bable than if they both thought they had only to agree
together, and that the rest must follow as a matier of course.
The Duke of Wellington has written again to Wharncliffe,
declining altogether to be a party to any negotiation. De
Ros told me that he never saw such a letter as Peel’s—so
stiff, dvy, and reserved, just like the man in. wh.om great
talents ave so counteracted, and almost made mischievous, by
the effects of his cold, selfish, calculating character. In the
meantime the state of the country is certainly better; the
proclamation patting down the unions has been gen%raﬂl}lr
obeyed, the press has suspended its fury, and the approac
of the meeting of Parliament seems to have calmed 't'h;
country to a great degree. The event n.lost 1'30 be d?sueh
is that the Government may carry their Bill flme’tly throug
+he House of Commons, amendments be carried in the Com-
mittee of the House of Lords, and upon these there may be
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n comprowmise, though after alf it iy bmpossible not to have
o seeret misgiving that the alterations which appear de-
sirable may prove to be mischievous, for 3t 1s the great evil
of the measure that bemg certainly new no human bewg
can guess how it will work, or how its differcut parts sl
act upon one another, and what result they wiil produce

Therv seems to be a constant sort of eleetrieal rearprocity
of cffort between us and Franee yust now,  The ¢ three days”
produced snuch of our politreal exeitement, and our Bristol
business has been acted with great simlanty of eireumstanoe
at Lyons, and is stdl going en. Tallesrund prodused the
* Moniteur?’ Jast might with the aceonnt, lamented that the
Due d'Orléans had been sent wath Marshal Sonjt to Lyons,
which he said was unneeessary and abourd, thot Soult was
the best man for the purpose of putting it dova, It was
begun by the workpeople. who were sery numerous, not
political in its objects, ut the eres denoted a mixture of
everything, a4 they shouted ¢ Henri V., Napoléon JIL, La
tépublique, and Beistol.’  Hewas at Lady Holland's, Jooking
very cadaserous, and not very talkative, talked of Madame
du Barri, that she had been very handsome, and had some
remaing of beauty up to the period of her death of Luckner,
who was guillotined, and ns the car passed on the people
cried {as they used), * 3 la guillotine! 4 Lo guillotine !’
Luckner turned round and said, “On y va, eanaille.’

We have just sent n commission to Paris to treat with
the French Government abont a commercial freaty on
the principles of free trade. Poulett Thomson, whn hias
bren at Paris some time, has originated i1, and Althorp
seleeted George Villiers for the purpose, but hnsadded to kim
a3 a calleague Dy, Bowring, who has in fact been selected by
Thomeon, o theorist, and & jobber, deeply implicated in the
* Grk Fiee)’ and o Benthamite.  He was the sulject of o
cutting eatire of Moore’s, beginning,

The ghest of Miltisdes erme by night,
Ard teed by tha Ledd of the Bonthamite

but he bay been ot Paris some time, understanding the

-
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subject, and has wound himself into some intimacy with
the T'rench King and his Ministers. Tt is, however, Poulett
Thomson who has persuaded Althorp to appoint him, in
order {o have a ercature of his own there.

I have never Deen able to understand the enormous
unpopularity of ihis man, who appears civil, well-bred, in-
telligent, and agreecable (only rather a coxcomb), and hus
made a certain figure in the House of Commons, but it has
been explained to me by a person who knows him well.
He was originally a merchant, and had a quantity of
countiug-house knowledge. He became member of a club
of political cconomists, and a scholar of M<Culloch’s. In
this clab there were some obscure but very able men, and by
them he gol crammed with the principles of commerce and
politicul economy, and from his mercantile connections he
got fucts. He possessed great industry and sufficient ability
to work up the materials he thus acquired into a very
plausible exhibition of knowledge upon these subjects; and
having opportunities of preparing himself for every particular
question, and the advantage of addressing an audience the
greater part of which is profoundly ignorant, he passed for
a young gentleman of extraordinary ability and profound
knowledge, and amongst the greatest of his admirers was
Althorp, who, when the Whigs came in, promoted him to his
present situation. Since he has been there he has not had
the same opportunities of learning his lesson from others
behind the curtain, and the envy which always attends success
has delighted to pull down his reputa.’cion, so that he no:v
appears something like the jackdaw stripped of the peacock’s

feathers. .
November 80th.—Went to breakfast at the Tower, which

T had never seen. Dined with Lady Holland, first time for
seven years, finished the quarrel, and the las’f of that bat?é‘ R
they should not last for ever. Tn the morning Wharncl <;
came to me from Lord Grey’s, with whom he had had a ﬁl.la;
interview. e showed me the paper he gave Grey eonta:m—
ing his proposals, which were nea,rl?* to this effect: c?needmcgl;
what the Government required, with these exceptions an
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degiuch he distincﬂ)f told ﬂ.le Dule that his speech on the
ess, and declaration against any Reform, was what over-
jt.hrew his Govern?nent. This he never will admit, and, pass-
mg over t‘he proximate cause, always refers his fall to (what
was certainly t]%e remote cause) the Catholic question—that
is, to the b}'ea,lnng up of the Tory party which followed it,
and the union of the old Tories with the Whigs and Radicals
on purpose to turn him out. In this correspondence
‘Wharncliffe has much the best of it, and T was surprised to
find with what tenacity the Duke clings to his cherished
prejudices, and how he shuts his eyes to the signs of the
times and the real state of the country. With the point at
issue he never would grapple. Wharncliffe argued for con-
cession, because they have not the means of resistance, and
that they are in fact at the mercy of their opponents. The
Duke admitted the force against them, but thought it would.
be possible to govern the country without Reform ¢if the
King was not against them’—an important increment of
his conditions ; there is no doubt that ¢the King’s name is
a tower of strength, which they upon the adverse faction
want *—and he continued through all his letters arguing the
question on its abstract merits, and repeating the topic that
had been over and over again urged, but without reference to
the actual state of things and the means of resistance. It
seems, however, pretty clear that he will oppose this Bill just
as he did the last, and he will probably have a great many
followers ; but the party is broken up, for Wharncliffe and
Harrowby will vote for the second reading; the bishops will
generally go with them, and probably a sufficient numbe1: of
Peers. If Lord Grey can see areasonable chance of carrying
the Bill without making Peers, there can be very little doubt
he will put off that resource till the last moment.
Decomber 4th.—Dined with Talleyrand yesterday. lf:‘[e
complained to me of Durham’s return, and of ¢ sa funeste in-
finence sur Lord Grey;’ that because he had been at

Brussels and ab Paris he fancied nobody butb himself .knew
He proised Palmerston highly.

anything of foreign affairs.
. Harrowby, who told me John

Tn the evening to Lady



1931] AN APPEAL IROM LORD CHANCELLOR BROUGIIAM. 223

Russell had been with her, all moderation and eandour, and
evidently for the purpose of keeping alive the amicable re-
1ations which had been begun by Wharneliffe’s negotiation.
When Lady Harrowby said it was over he replied, ¢ For the
present,’ said how glad he should be of a compromise, hinted
that Sandon might be instrumental, that he might move an
amendment in the ouse of Commons ; abused Macanlay's
violent speech—in short, was all mild and donecerenz—all
which proves that they do wish to compromise if they could
manage it conveniently. Lord John Russelltold her that there
was no going on with Durham, thathe never lefy Lord Grey,
tormented his heart out, and made him so ill and irritable
that he could not sleep. Durham wanted to be Minister for
Foreign Affairs.

December Tth—Parlinment opened yesterday; not a bad
specch, though wordy nnd ill-written, There was an over-
sight in the Address, which was corrected in Loth Houses by
Teel and Lord Iarrowby, but not taken as an amendment.
Lord Grey begged it might be inserted in Lord Camperdown’s
address, which was done. It was about the King of
Tlolland and the treaty. The Address says that they rejoice
al the frealy, wherens there is none at present. Lord
Lyttelton made a very foolish speech, and was very well ent
up by Lord Marrowbly, and Pecl spoke well in the other
House.

December 8th.—At Court yesterday to swear in Erskine,!
Rrougham’s new Chief Judge in Bankruptey and Privy
Councillor. The Chancellor is ina great rare with me. There
is nn appeal to the Privy Council from a judgment of Lis
(in which e was wrong), the first appeal of the kind for above
n hundred years.? T told him it was ready to be heard, und
begged to know if he bad any wish as to who should Le
summoned to hear it. e said very tartly,« Of course I shall

! {1kt Ton, Themas Enline, a 801 of Lord Chanedlor Erdine, Chisf

3 i s Loy, an ion ¥
]'\1‘3;:]“ Tisnbroptey, asd afterwandy a Justice of the Court of Commen

¥ {Ttwas a7 Appealin L ~_ No other appeals mare in Luzscy lo

froon tho Court of Clancery t 2 in Counerl, ard
CLaz ~ Kir theee ure
Dax e Groveer i reprted fn Reapp's ¢ Privy Cout cil I:vp:m:'r]-"'r e




224 REIGN OF WILLIAXN IV, [Crmae. XVI.

have .somebody to hear it with me.’ I said, ‘Do you mean to
hear it yourself, then 2’ ¢ And pray why not® Don’t T hear
appeals from myself every day in the House of Lords? didn’t
you sec that I could not hear a case the other day because
Lord Lyndhurst was not there? T have « right to hear it.
I sit there as a Privy Councillor.” ¢Qh,’ T said, ‘you have
certainly a 7ight if you choose it.” ¢ You may rely upon it I
shall do nothing unusual in the Privy Council,’ and then he -
Bounced off in high dudgeon. T told Lord Lansdowne after-
wards, who said he should not allow it to be heard by him,
and should make a point of summoning all the great law
authorities of the Privy Council. This was the case of
Drax ». Grosvenor, which excited great interest, in which
Brougham tried to play all sorts of tricks to prevent his
Jjudgment being reversed, which tricks I managed to de-
feat, and the judgment was reversed, as is described further |
on. I mever had the advantage of seeing the Chancellor
before in his sulks, though he is by no means unfrequently
in them, very particularly so this time last year, when he
was revolving in his mind whether he should take the Greab
Seal, and when he thought he was ill-used, so Auckland
told me.

The cholera is on the decline at Sunderland, but in the
meantime our trade will have been put under such restric-
tions that the greatest embarrassments are inevitable. In-
telligence is already come that the Manchester people have
curtailed their orders, and many workmen will be out of
work, Yesterday a deputation from Coventry came fo
Auckland, and desired a categorical answer as to whether
Government meant to resume the prohibitory system, beca.u.se
if they would not the glove trade at Coventry would dis-
charge their workmen. . )

December 11th.—Yesterday Harrowby had an interview
with Lord Grey, the result of which I do nob know. W’alkeq
with Stuart (de Rothesay) in the morning., who had seen the
Duke of Wellington the day before. I said I was afraid h:
was very obstinate. He said, ¢ No, he thought not, but tha

the Dulke fancied Wharncliffe had gone too far.’
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To-morrow the Reform Bill comes on.  Some say that it
will Lo as hotly disputed as ever,and that Peel's speeches in-
dicate o bitterness undiminished, but this will uot happen. Tt
is clear that the general tone and temper of partiesis softened,
and though a great deal of management and discretion is
necossary to accomplish anything like o decent compromise,
the majority of both parties are carnestly desirous of bring-
ing the business to an end by any means. What has
already taken place between the Government and Wharn-

. cliffe and Harrowby las certainly smoothed the way, and
removed much of that feeling of asperity which before ex-
isted. The }uress, 100, is lesa violent, the ¢ Morning Herald
openly preaching a compromise, and the “Times’ taking that
sort of sweep which, if it does not indieate a change, shows
adisposition to take sucha position as may enable it to adopt
any course.

In the evening,—Called on Lord Bathurst in thé morn-
ing; met him going out, and stopped to talk to him. He
knew of the meeting in Downing Street; that Lords Har-
rowby, Wharneliffe, and Chandos were to meet the Chaneellor
and Lords Althorp and Grey; that Chandos liad gone to
Brighton, ostensibly to talk to the King about the West
Tudies, but hiad taken the opportunity to throw in something
on the topic of Reform; that the King desired him to speak
to Palimerston, and nllowed him to say that he did so by his
orders.  (The King, it scems, knows nothing of what is going
on, for he reads no newspapers and the Household fell him
nothing.) Accordingly Chandos did speak to Palmerston,
and the result was o note to him, begging these three would
meet the three Ministers above mentioned.  Lady Harrowby
told me that they went.  Brougham did not arrive till the~-—
conference was nearly over. There was an abundant *
terchange of eivilities, but nothing concluded, the Minis
declining every proposition that Lord Harrowby made
them, though Tond Grey owned that they did not ask
anythityg which involred un abandonment of the principle
the Hill. They are, then, not a bit nearer an sccommodat}
than they were before.

\OL. L Q
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have somebody to hear it with me.” I said, ‘Do you mean to
hear it yourself, then?’ ¢ And pray why not? Dow’t I hear
appeals from myself every day in the House of Lords? didn’t
you see that I could not hear a case the other day because
Lord Lyndhurst was not there? I have a right to hear it.
I sit there as a Privy Councillor.’ ¢Oh,’ T said, ‘you have
certainly @ right if you choose it.” ¢ You may rely upon it I
shall do nothing unusual in the Privy Council,” and then he
Aounced off in high dudgeon. I told Lord Lansdowne after-
wards, who said he should not allow it to be heard by him,
and should make a point of summoning all the great law
authorities of the Privy Council. This was the case of
Drax o. Grosvenor, which excited great interest, in which
Brougham tried to play all sorts of tricks to prevent his
judgment being reversed, which tricks I managed to de-

feat, and the judgment was reversed, as is described further .

on. I never had the advantage of seeing the Chancellor
before in his sulks, though he is by no means unfrequently
in them, very particularly so this time last year, when he
was revolving in his mind whether he should take the Great
Seal, and when he thought he was ill-used, so Auckland
told me.

The cholera is on the decline at Sunderland, but in the
meantime our trade will have been put under such restric-
tions that the greatest embarrassments are inevitable.. In-
telligence is already come that the Manchester people have
curtailed their orders, and many workmen will be out’ of
" work., Yesterday a deputation from Coventry came fo.

Auckland, and desired a categorical answer as to whether -

Government meant to resume the prohibitory system, because
if they would not the glove trade at Coventry would dis-
charge their workmen.

December 11th.—Yesterday Harrowby had~an interview
with Lord Grey, the result of which I do not know. Walked
with Stuart (de Rothesay) in the morning, who had seen the
Duke of Wellington the day before. I said I was afraid he
wvas very obstinate. He said, ¢ No, he thought not, but that

the Duke fancied Wharnecliffe had gone too far.”

-
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To-morrow the Reform Bill comes on.  Some say that it
will Le as Lotly disputed as ever,und that Peel's speeches in-
dicate » bitterness undiminished, but this will not happen. It
is clear that the general tone and temper of partics is softened,
and though a great deal of management and diseretion is
neces<ary to accomplish anything like o decent compromise,
the mojority of both parties are earnestly desirous of bring-
ing the business to an end by eny means. What has
already taken plice between the Government and Wharn-
cliffe and Harrowby has certainly smoothed the way, and
removed much of that fucling of asperity which before ex-
isted.  The press, too, is less violent, the ¢ Morming Herald *
openly preaching o compromise, and the ¢ Times* taking that
sort of sweep which, if it does not indicate a change, shows
s disposition to take such a position as may enable it to adept
any course.

In the evenin, }.—C.\llcd on Lord Bathurst in the mom-
ing; met him going out, and stopped to talk to him. He
Enew of the mecting in Downing Street; that Lonls Har.
row by, Wharncliffe, and Chandos were to meet the Chaneellor
and Lords A]thorp and Grey; that Chandos had gone to
Brighton, mlumbl\’ {0 talk to the King about the West
Indies, but had taken tho opportunity to throw in something
on the topic of Reform; that the King de<ired him to speak
to Palmerston, and allosted him to say that he did so by his
orders,  (The King, it seems, knows nothing of what is going
on, for ha reads no newspapers and the Househiold tell him
nothing.}  Acconlingly Chandos did speak to almerston,
and the result was a note to him, begging these three would
meet the three Ministers above mentioned.  Lady Harrowby
told me that they went.  Brougham did not arrive till the
conference was nearly over. There was an alandant in.
terchange of civilitics, Lut nothing coneluded, the Minicters
declining every proposition that Tonl Harpowly made to
them, though Lond Grey owned that they did not ask for
amything which intolred an abandenment of the principle of
the Bill. They 2re, then, not a bit nean r an necommelation
than they wone b fore,

Yol 1. Q
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George Bentinck told me this evening of a scene which had
been related to him by the Duke of Richmond, that lately took
place at a Cabinet dinner; it was very soon after Durham’s
return from abroad. Hewas furious at the negotiations and
question of compromise. Lord Grey is always the object of
his rage and impertinence, because he is the only person
whom he dares attack. After dinner he made a violent sorfie
on Lord Grey (it was at Althorp’s), said he would be ebernally
disgraced if he suffered any alterations to be made in this
Bill, that he was a betrayer of the cause, and, amongst |
other things, reproached him with having kept him in town
on account of this Bill in the summer, ‘and thereby having
been the cause of the death of his son.” Richmond said in
his life he never witnessed so painful a scene, or one which
excited such disgust and indignation in every member of the
Cabinet. Lord Grey was ready to burst into tears, said he
would much rather work in the coal-mines than be subject
to such attacks, on which the other muttered, ‘and you
might do worse,” or some such words. After this Durham
got up and left the room. TLord Grey very soon retired tod,
when the other Ministers discussed this extraordinary scene,
and considered what steps they ought to take. They thought
at first that they should require Durham to make a publie
apology (i.e. before all of them) to Lord Grey for his imperti-
nence, which they deemed due to them as he was their head,
and to Althorp as having occurred in his house, but as
they thought it was quite certain that Durham would resign
the next morning, and that Lord Grey might be pained at
another scene, they forbore o exact this. However, Durham
did not resign; he absented himself for some days from the
Cabinet, at last returned as if nothing had happened, and
there he goes on as usual. But they are s0 t'h(n:oughly di§-
gusted, and resolved to oppose him, thz‘tt h‘lS influence 1s
greatly impaired. Still, his power of mlseluef' and annoy-
ance is considerable. Lord Grey succumbs to him, and they
say in spite of his behaviour is very much attached to him,

though so incessantly worried that his health visibly suffers
o - & - - w - 6L



1531} CONTESSION OF A POIN-SNATCHELR. 227

meddle. The Reform Bill he had a principal hand in con-
cocting, and he fancies himself the only man competent to
manage our foreign relations.  Melbourne, who was present
at this scene, said, *If T had been Lord Grey, I would have
knocked him down.”

Decemler 1th.~Tord John Russell brought on his Bill last
night in a very focble speech. A great change 19 appanent
since the last Bill; the House was less full, and a softencd
and subdued state of temper and fecling was evinced,  Peel
made an able and n bitter speech, though perhaps not a sery
judicious one. There are various alterations in the Bill:
enough to prove that it wns at Jeast wise to throw out the
Iast.  Althorp, who answered Pecl, acknowledged that of the
old Bill had been opposcd in its carliest stago 1t never coull
have Leen brought forward again, or wmade an avowal to
that effect.  In fact, Peel is now nware (as everybody elwe is)
of the enormous fault that was committed in not throwing it
out at once, before the prees had time to operate, and roues
the country to the pitch of madness it did.  On what trifles
‘turn the destinies of nations!  William Bankes told me last
night that T'eel owned this to him; said that he had earnestly
desired to do so, but had been turned from his purpoee by
Gransille Somerret! And why? Because he (in the expect-
ation of a dissolution) must have voted against him, he said,
in onler to save his popularity in his own county.

et Melbonrne at Lord Holland's; they were talling of
a reported confession to a great extent of munders, which is
said to lave been begun and not finishied, by the Burkers, or
by one of them, Melbourne s2id it was true, that he bezan th
confession abont the murder of a Liek man to n Diseenting
clerzyman, but was interrupted by the ondinary, Two of o
trade could not agree, and the man of the Establishad
Church prefernad that the eriminal should die unconfissal,
and the public uninformed, mther than the Discenter should
extruct the truth.  Sinee writing this T s Hunt rut o
question te George Lamb on this point, and he replind tlat
he keew nothing of any other confeesion, which is not true,
I have keard, Lut on no authority, that sone purpeors ame

<2
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so disagreeably inplicated that they choose to conceal thege
horrors.

December 144h.—People generally are mightily satisfied
at the tone of the discussion the other night, and, what is of
vast importance, the press has adopted a moderate and con-
ciliatory tone, even the ¢ Times,” which is now all for com-
promise. It is clear as daylight that the Government will
consent to anything which leaves untouched the great
principles of the Bill, and the country desires to see the
question settled, and, if possible, rest from this eternal
excitement,

December 20ih.—~The sccond reading of the Reform Bill
was carried at one o’clock on Saturday night by a majority
of {wo to one, and ended very triumphantly for Ministers,
who are proportionately elated, and their opponents equally
depressed. Croker had made a very clever speech on Friday,
with guotations from Hume, and much reasoning upon them.
Hobhouse detected several inaccuracies, and gave his dis-
covery to Stanley who worked it up in a crushing attack
upon Croker, It is by far the best speech Stanley ever
made, and so good as to raise him immeasurably in the
House. Lord Grey said it placed him at the very top of
the House of Commons, without a rival, which perhaps is
jumping to rather too hasty a conclusion. He shone the more
from Peel’s making a very poor exhibition. He had been so
nettled by Macaulay’s sarcasms the night before on his ter-
giversation, that he went into the whole history of the Catholic
question and his conduct on that occasion, which, besides
savouring of that egotism with which he is so much and
justly reproached, was uncalled for and out of place. The
rest of his speech was nob so good as usual, and he did not

attempt to answer Stanley.
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Panshanger, January 1st.—Distress seems to inerease
hereabouts, and crime with it. Methodism and saintship
increase too. The people of this house are examples of the
religion of the fashionable world, and the chanty of natural
benevolence, which the world has not spoiled. Lady Cowper
and her family go to church, but scandalise the congregation
by always arriving half an hour too late. The hour matters
not; if it began at nine, or ten, or twelve, or one o’clock, it
would be the same thing; they are never ready, and always
late, but they go. Lord Cowper never goesat all ; but he em-
ploys multitudes of labourers, is ready to sanction any and
every measure which can contribute tothe comfortand happi-
ness of the peasantry. Lady Cowper and her daughters mspect
personally the cottages and condition of the poor. They
visit, enquire, and give; they distribute flannel, medicines,
money, and they talk to and are kind to them, so that the
result is a perpetual stream flowing from o real fountain of
benevolence, which waters all the country round and gladdens
the hearts of the peasantry, and attaches them to those from
whom it emanates.

Panshanger, January 6th.—Talleyrand, Dino, Palmers-
ton, Esterhazy, came yesterday and went away to-day—
that is, the two first and the Seftons did. There has been
ancther contest in the Cabinet about the Peers, which has
ended in a sort of compromise, and five are to be made
directly—two new ones, and three eldest sons called np. Old
Talleyrand came half-dead from the conferences, which
have been incessant these few days, owing to the Emperor of
Russia’s refusal to ratify the treaty and the differences aboat
the Belgian fortresses. One conference lasted eleven hours
and a quarter, and finished at four o’clock in the morning.

Gorhambury, January Tth.—Came here to-day. Berkeloy
Paget and Lushington ; nobody else. Had a conversation
with Lady C. before I came away; between Palmerston,
Frederick Lomb, and Melbourne she knows everything, and
is o furious anti-Reformer. The upshot of the matter is this:
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t_hc question about the Peers is still under discussion;
Lord Grey and the ultra party want to make a dozen now,
the others want only to yield five or six. Lord Grey wrote
to Palmerston saying the King had received his proposition
(nbout the Peers) very well, but desired to have his reasons
in writing, and to-day at twelve there was to be another
Cabinet on the subject, in order probably that the ‘reasons’
might go down Dby the post. The moderate party in the
Cabinet consists of Lansdowne, Richmond, Palmerston,
Melbourne, and Stanley. Palmerston and Melbourne, par-
ticularly the latter, are mow heartily ashamed of the part
they have taken about Reform. They detest and abhor the
whole thing, and they find themselves unable to cope with
the violent party, and consequently implicated in a continued
series of measures which they disapprove; and they do not
know what to do, whether to stay in and fight this unequal
battle or resign. 1 told her that nothing could justify their
conduct, and their excuses were good for nothing; but that
there was no use in resigning now. They might still do
some good in the Cabinet; they could do none oub of it. In
fact, Durbam and the most violent members of the Cabinet
would gladly drive Palmerston and Melbourne to resign if
they could keep Stanley, who is alone of importance of that
squad; but he is of such weight, from his position in the House
of Commons, that if he can be prevailed upon to be staunch,
and to hold out with the moderates against the ultras, the
former will probably prevail. Durham wants to be Minister
for Foreign Affairs, and would plague Lord Grey till he gave
him the seals, unless his other colleagues put a veto upon the
appointment. But the anxiety of the Reformers to make Peers
has not veference to the Reform Bill alone ; they undoubtedly
look further, and, knowing their own wealness in the House
of Lords, they want to secare a permanent force, which may
make them stronger than their antagonists in that House.
Otherwise they would not be so averse to all questions of
conciliation, express their disbelief in conversions, and
trumpet forth their conviction that every individual of the
late majority will vote just the same way again. The earnest
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desire of the moderate party in the Cabinet is that those
who will vote for the second reading shall make haste to
declare their intention, and 1 have written to Lady Harrowby
to endeavour to get Lord Harrowby to take some such step.
I had already written to De Ros, urging him to speak to
Wharncliffe, and get him to take an opportunity of giving
the King to understand that the necessity for a creation of
Peers is by no means so urgent as his Ministers would have
him believe,

Panshanger, January 18th—Returned here yesterday;
found Melbourne, Lamb, the Lievens, the Haddingtons, Lut-
trell, the Ashleys, John Ashley, and Irby. Whle T was at
Gorhambury I determined to write to Wharncliffe and urge
him to speak to the King, and accordingly I did so. I re-
ceived a letter from him saying that De Ros had already
spoken to bim, that he had had a conversation with Sir Her~
bert Taylor, which he had desired him to repeat to the King
and to Lord Grey, that he had intended to leave the matter
there, but in consequence of my letter he should ask for an
audience. This morning I have heard again from him. He
saw the King, and was with him an hour; put his Majesty in
possession of his sentiments, and told him there would be no
necessity for creating Peers if the Government would be
conciliatory and moderate in the Committee of the House
of Commons ; he promised to tell me the particulars of this
interview when we meet.

Last night Frederick Lamb told me that Lord Grey had
sent word to Melbourne of what Wharneliffe had said to Sir
Herbert Taylor, and Lord Grey assumed the tenour of Wharn-
cliffe’s language to have been merely an advice to the King not
to make Peers, whereas all I suggested tohim was to explain
to the King that the creation was not necessary for the reasons
wlnc!.\ hmve been assigned to his Majesty by his Ministers,
Viz., the intention of .Lll who voted against the second reading
last year to vote against it this. In the meantime the dispute
has been going on inthe Cabinet, time has been gained, and
several ineidents have made a sort of cumulative impression.
There is a petition to the King, got up by Lord Verulamand
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Lord Salisbury, which is in fact a moderate Reform manifesto.
It has been numerously signed, and Verulam is going to
Brighton to presentit. I havebeen labouring topersuade him
to male up his mind to vote for the second reading, and to tell
the King that such is his intention, which he has promised
me he will. When I had obtained this promise from him I
wrote word to Lady Cowper, telling her at the same time that
Lord Harris (I had heard) would vote for the second reading,
and this letler she imparted to Melbourne, who stated the
fact in the Cabinet, where it made a considerable impression.
All such circumstances serve to supply arms to the moderate
party. ‘

This morning Melbourne went up to another Cabinet,
armed with another fact with which T supplied him. TLord
Craven declared at his own table that if the Government
made Peers he would not vote with them, and if he was sent
for he should reply that as they could create Peers so easily
they might do without him. All such circumstances as these,
I find, are considered of great importance, and are made
available for the purpose of fighting the battle in the Cabinet.
As to Lord Grey, it is exceedingly difficult to understand his
real sentiments, and to reconcile his present conduct with
the general tenour of his former professions; that he was
averse to the adoption of so violent a measure I have no
doubt—his pride and aristocratic principles would naturally
make him so—but he is easily governed, constantly yielding
to violence and intimidation, and it is not unlikely that the
pertinacity of those about him, the interests of his party, 'and
the prolongation of his power may induce him to sacrifice
his natural feelings and opinions. It is very probable that,
although he may have allowed himself to be ab *bhe. hc?a.d of
those who are for the creation, he may have such wisgivings
and scruples as may prevent his carrying- thab po‘mt with
the high hand and in the summary way which he might do.

January 158h.~—This morning Frederi.ck Lamb showed me
a letter he had got from Melbourne to this effect : ¢ that they
had resolved to make no Peers at all at present; that to
make a few would be regarded as a menace, and be as bad as
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if they made a great many; but that as many as would be
necessary to carry the Bill would be made, if it was cven-
tually found that it must be so;’ he added ‘1t only remained
for people to come forward and declare their intention of
supporting the second reading.’ This is certainly a great
victory, and I do believe mainly attributable to our exertions,
to the spirit we have infused into Melbourne himself, and
the use we have made of Wharncliffe and Verulam, and
the different little circumstances we have brought to bear
upon the discussion. What now remains is the most
difficult, but I shall do all I can to engage Peers td take a
moderate determination and to declare it. Lamb told me
that the King has an aversion to making a few Peers,
that he has said he would rather make twenty-five than
five, that whatever he must make he should like to make
at once, and not to have to return to it. Anyhow, time is
gained, and a vietory for the moment.

London, January 20th.—Came up on Monday last. I
have been changing my house, and so occupied that I have
not had time to write, Wharncliffe came to town on Wed-
nesday, and came straight to my office to give me an account
of his interview with the King, in which it appears as if he
had said much about what he ought, and no more. He told his
Majesty that the reports which had been circulated as to the
disposition and intentions of himself and his friends, and the
argument for the necessity of making Peers, which he under-
stood to have been founded on these reports, had compelled
him to ask for this audience, that he wished to explain
to his Majesty that he (Lord Wharncliffe) had no intention
of opposing the second reading of the Reform Bill as he
had done before, that he had reason to believe that many
others would adopt the same course, and if Ministers showed
a moderate and concilinting disposition in the House of
Commons, he was persuaded they would have no difficulty
in carrying the second reading in the House of Lords. He
then implored the King well to consider the consequences of
such a coup d’éfat as this creation of Peers would be ; to look
at what had happened in France, and to bear in mind that

3
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if this was done for one purpose, and by one Government,
the necessity would infallibly arise of repeating it again
by others, or for other objects. He was with the King an
howr dilating upon this theme. The King was extremely
kind, heard him with great patience, and paid him many
compliments, and when he took leave told him that he was
extremely glad to have had this conversation with him. Sir
Herbert Taylor gave Lord Wharneliffe to nnderstand that he
had made an impression, only impressions on the mind of
the King are impressions on sand. However, from Taylor’s
cautious hints to him to persevere, it is likely that he did do
good. He is himself persuaded that his audience principally
produced the delay in the creation of Peers.

In the meantime he was not idle at Brighton. Lord Ailes-
bury, who saw the King, consulted Wharncliffe, and agreed
at Jast to tell the King that his sentiments were the same as
those which Lord Wharncliffe had expressed to him, and
Lord Kinnoull and Lord Gage have promised him their
proxies.

Yesterday morning he came to me again, very de-
sponding. He had found Harrowby in a state of despair,
uncertain what he should do, and looking upon the game as
lost, and he had been with the Duke of Wellington, who was
impracticably obstinate, declaring that nothing should pre-
vent his opposing a Bill which he believed in his conscience
to be pregnant with certain ruin to the country; that he did
not carve to be a great man (he meant by this expression a
man of great wealth and station), and that he could con-
tentedly sink into any station that circumstances might let
him down to, but he never would consent to be a party
divectly or indirectly to such a measure as this, and, feeling
as he did, he was resolved to do his utmost to throw it out,
without regard to consequences. ‘Wharneliffe said he was
quite in despair, for that he knew the Duke’s great influence,
and that if he and Harrowby endeavoured to form a party
against his views, they had no chance of making one suffi-
ciently strong to cope with him. He spoke with great and
rather unusual modesty of himself, and of his inadequacy for
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this purpose ; that Harrowby might do more, and would have
greater influence, but that he was so undecided and so with-
out heart and spirit that he would not bestir himself.
However, he acknowledged that nothing else was left to be
done.

In the evening went to Lady Harrowby’s, where I found
him ard Lord Haddington. We stayed there till near two,
after which Wharncliffe and T walked up and down Berkeley
Square. He was in much better spirits, having had a long
conversation vith these two Lords, both of whom he said
were now resolved to sail along with him, and he contem-
plates a regular and declared separation from the Duke upon
this question. In the morning he had seen Lyndhurst, who
appeared very undecided, and (Wharncliffe was apprehensive)
rather Jeaning towards the Duke, but T endeavoured to per-
suade him that Lyndhurst was quite sure to adopt upon con-
sideration the line which appeared most conducive to his
own interest and importance, that he had always o hankering
after being well with Lord Grey and the Whigs, and I well
remembered when the late Government was broken up he
had expressed himself in very unmeasured terms about the
Duke’s blunders, and the impossibility of his ever again being
Prime Minister ; that with him consistency, character, and
high feelings of honour and patriotism were secondary consi-
derations; that he relied upon his great talents and his
capacity to render himself necessary to an Administration;
that it was not probable he would like to throw himself (even
to please the Duke) into an opposition to the emrnest degire
which the great mass of the community felt to have the
question settled; and that both for him and themselves much
of the difficulty of,separating themselves from the Duke
might, be avoided by the manner in which it was dome. I
entreated him to use towards the Dulke every sort of frankness
and candour, and to express regret at the necessity of taking
o different line, together with an acknowledgment of the
purity of the Duke’s motives ; and if this is done, and if other
people are made to understand that they can separate from
the Duke on this oecasion without offending or quarrelling
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with him, or throwing off the allegiance to him as their
political leader, many will be inclined to do so; besides, it is
of vital importance, if they do get the Bill into Committee,
to sccure the concurrence of the Duke and his adherents in
dealing with the details of it, which can only be effected by
keepiug him in good humour, On the whole the thing looks
as well as such a thing can look.
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Measures for carrying the Second Reading of the Reform Bill in the Houso
of Lords—The Party of the Waverers—The Russo-Dutch Loan—Resist-
ance of the Tory Peers—Lord \Ielhoume 's Views on the Government—
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Peers—Duke of Wellington i le—Deel’s D d Lord
Grey on the Measures of “Coneiliation—Lord Wharncliffe sees the King
—Prospects of the Wi C: fons with Lord Melb and

Lord Palmerston—Duke of Richmond on the Creation of Peers—Inter-
view of Lord Grey with the Waverers—Minute drawn up—Bethnal
Green—The Archbishop of Canterbury vacillates—Violence of Extreme
Parties—Princess Lieven’s Journal—Lerd Holland for making Peers—
. Irish National Educati Sei of A TRef Bill passes the
House of C -Lord Dudley’s Mad -Debate in the Lords.

January 24th.—VYesterday morning Frederick Lamb came
to me and told me that the question of the Peers was again in
agitation, that the King had agreed to make as many as they
pleased, and had understood Wharncliffe’s conversation with
his Majesty not to have contained any distinch assurance that
he would vote for the second reading of the Bill. Our party
in the Cabinet still fight the battle, however, and Stanley (on
whom all depends) is said to be firm, but circumstances may
compel them to give way, and Lord Grey (who is suspected
to have in his heart many misgivings as to this measure),
when left to Durham and Co., yields everything. Under
these circumstances I went to Wharncliffe last night, to per-
suade him to declare his intentions without loss of time. He
owned that he had not pledged himself to the King, and he
was frightened to death at the idea of taking this step, lest
it should give umbrage to the Tories, and he should find him-
self without any support at all. We went, however, together
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to Grosvenor Square, and had a long conference with
Harrowby, whom I found equally undecided.

In the meantime the Tories are full of activity and expect-
ation, and Lord Aberdeen is going to bring on a motion
about Belgium on Thursday, on which they expect to beat the
_Government, not comprebending that a greater evil could not
occur, or a better excuse be afforded them for an immediate
creation ; still they have got it into their heads that if they
can beat the Government before the Reform Bill comes on they
will force them toresign. Ifound Harrowby and Wharncliffe
equally undecided as to the course they should adopt, the
former clinging to the hope that the Peerage question wasat
last suspended, that Lord Grey was compunctious, the King
- reluctant, and so forth—Wharncliffe afraid of being aban-
doned by those who are now disposed.to consult and act with
him, and indisposed to commit himself irretrievably in the
House of Lords. After a long discussion I succeeded in per-
suading them that the danger is imminent, that there is no
other chance of avoiding it, and they agreed to hoist their
standard, get whatfollowersthey can, and declare in the House
for the second reading without loss of time. Harrowby said
of himself that he was the worst person in the world to con-
ciliate and be civil, which is true enough, but he has a high
reputation, and his opinion is of immense value. Until they
declare themselves not a step will be made, and if they
cannot gain adherents, why the matter is at an end;
while if their example be followed, there is still a chance of
averting the climax of all evils, the swamping the House
of Lords and the permanent establishment of the power
of the present Government. Wharneliffe is to go to the
Duke of Wellington to-day, to entreat him not to let his
party divide on Aberdeen’s motion on Thursday, and Har-
rowhy will go to the Archbishop to invite his adhesion to
their party. I am very doubtful what success to augur from
this, but it is the only chance, and though the bulk of the
Tory Péers are prejudiced, obstinate, and stupid to the last
degree, there are scattered amongst them men of more
rational views and more moderate dispositions. Sandon
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came in while we were there, and expressed precisely the
same opinion that I had been endeavouring to enforce upon
them. He said that in the House of Commous, whence he
was just come, the Government had refused to give way apon
a. very reasonable objection, without assigning any reason
{the numbers in Schedule B}, that this evinced an uncon-
ciliatory spirit, which was very distressing to those who
wished for a compromise, that Hobh eame to him after
the debate, and said how anxious he was they should come
1o some understanding, and aet in a greater spirit of con-
ciliation, and talked of a meeting of the moderate on either
side, that his constituents were eager for a seltlement, and by
no means averse to concession, but that while Peel, Croker,
and others persisted in the tone they had adopted, and
m the sort of oppoamon they were pursuing, it was qmte
possible for the Gov t 1o give WAy upon anything,
or evince any digposition fo make Sandon said
he had no doubt whatever that if Peel had assumed a different
tone at the beginning of the session the Government would
have been more moderate, and mutual concessions might
have been feasible oven in the House of Commons. Hob~
house, however, said that the allerations whatever they
might be (and he owned that he should like sone), wonld
come with o better grace in the House of Lords, and this is
what T have all along thought. O’Connell arrived yesterday,
took his seat, and announced his intention of supporting
Government at any rate. Al the Irish members do the
same, and this great body that everyone expected would
display hostility fo the Bill, have formed thewselves into o
phalang, and will earry it through any difficulties by their
compactness and the regularity of their attendance.

January 25th.—~We met at Lord Harrowby’s last night
~—Wharneliffe, Harrowby, Haddington, and Sandon—and I
found their minds were quite made up. Wharncliffe is to
present a petition from Hull, and to take that opportunity
of making his declaration, and the other two are to support
him. Wharneliffe saw the Bishop of London in the morning,
who is decided the same way, and he asked Lord Devon,
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who knows the House of Lords very ;vell, if he thought, in
the cvent of their raising the standard of moderate Reform,
that .they would have adherents, to which he replied he was
convinced they would. Lord Harrowby saw the Axrchbishop,
who would not pledge himself, but appeared well disposed ;
and altogether they think they can count upon nine bishops.
Wharneliffe spoke to the Duke of Wellington about Lord
Aberdeen’s motion, and represented all the impolicy of it at
this moment, and the connection it inight have with the Peer-
age question ; to which he only replied by enlarging on the
importance of the Belgic question,’ either unable or unwilling
to embrace this measure in its complex relations, and never
pereeiving that the country cares not a straw about Belgium
or anything but Reform, though they may begin to care
about such things when this question is settled. Haddington
also went to Aberdeen, who would hear nothing; but he
and the Duke severally promised to speak to one another.
The question last night was whether Wharncliffe should say
his say directly, or wait (as he wishes to do) for a few days.
The decision of this he referred to me, and I have referred
it to Melbourne, to whom I have communicated what has
passed.

News came yesterday that the cholera had got within
three miles of Edinburgh, and to show the fallacy of any
theory about it, and the inutility of the prescribed precau- -
tions, at one place (Newport, I think) one person in five of
the whole population was attacked, though there was no
Jack of diet, warmth, and clothing for the poor. This
disease escapes from all speculation, so partial and eccentric
ig its character.

January 29th.—There were two divisions on Thursday
night last—in the House of Lords on the Belgian question,
and in the House of Commons on the Russian Loan. Har-
rowby, Wharncliffe, and Haddington stayed away; Lynd-
hurst voted. Only two bishops, Durbam and Xillaloe.
Ministers had a majority of thirty-seven, for Aberdeen and
the Duke persisted in bringing on the question and dividing

upon it. The former spoke nearly three hours, and far
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better than ever he had done before; the Duke was prosy.
Tn the other House the Government had not a shadow of a
case; their law officers, Horne and Denman, displayed an
ignorance and stupidity which were gquite ludierous, and
nothing saved them from defeat but a good speech at the
end from Palmerston, and their remonstrances to their friends
that wnless they carried it they must resign. Not a soul
defends them, and they are particularly blamed for their
folly in not coming to Parliament at once, by which they
might have avoided the serape.! They had only a majority
of twenty-four. They were equally disgusted with both
these divisions, both plainly showing that they have liitle
power (independently of the Reform question) in either
House. To be sure the case in the House of Commons was
a wretched one, but in the House of Lords there was nothing
to justify a vote of censure on Government, to which Aber-
deen’s motion was tamtamount. But while they had o
majority which was respectable enough to make it impossible
to propose making Peers on thaf account, it was so small
that they see clearly what they harve to expect hereafter
from such a House of Lords, snd accordingly their adherents
have thrown off the mask. Sefton called on me the day
after, and said it was ridiculous to go on in this way, that
the Tories had had possession of the Government so many
years, and the power of making so many Peers, that no
‘Whig or other Ministry could stand without a fresh creation
to redress the balanee,

After having, as I supposed, settled everything with
Wharneliffe about his declaration, I got a letter from him
yesterday {from Brighton), saying he thought it would be
premature, and wished to put it off il the first reading
of the Bill in the House of Lords. I took his letter to
Melbourne, and told bim I was all against the delay. He

3 |For a more particular account of the question of the Russo-Duteh
Loav, see infre, p. 244, Tt bas since been universally admitted that the
conduct of the Government was wise and honourable, aud that the separa«
tion of ¥folland and Belzium did not exonerate Great Britain from a finan-
cial engagement to foreign Powers.]

VOL. I B
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who Iknows the House of Lords very 'weH, if he thought, in
the event of their raising the standard of moderate Reform,
that they would have adherents, to which he replied he was
convinced they would.  Lord Harrowby saw the Archibishop,
who would not pledge himself, but appeared well disposed ;
and altogether they think they can count upon nine bishops.
Wharncliffe spoke to the Duke of Wellington about Lord
Aberdeen’s motion, and represented all the impolicy of it at
this moment, and the connection it inight have with the Peer-
age question ; to which he only replied by enlarging on the
importance of the Belgic question,’ either unable or unwilling
to embrace this measure in its complex relations, and never
pereeiving that the country cares not a straw about Belgium
or anything but Reform, though they may begin to care
about such things when this question is settled. Haddington
also went to Aberdeen, who would hear nothing; but he
and the Duke severally promised to speak to one another.
The question last night was whether Wharncliffe should say
his say divectly, or wait (as he wishes to do) for a few days.
The decision of this he referred to me, and I have referred
it to Melbourne, to whom I have communicated what has
passed.

News came yesterday that the cholera had got within
three miles of Edinburgh, and to show the fallacy of any
theory about it, and the inutility of the prescribed precaun-
tions, at one place (Wewport, I think) one person in five of
the whole population was attacked, though there was no
lack of diet, warmth, and clothing for the poor. This
disease escapes from all speculation, so partial and eccentric

is its character.

January 29th.—There were two divisions on Thursday
night last—in the House of Lords on the Belgian question,
and in the House of Commons on the Russian Loan. Har-
rowby, Wharncliffe, and Haddington stayed away; Lynd-
hurst voted. Only two bishops, Durham and XKillaloe.
Ministers had a majority of thirty-seven, for Aberdeen and
the Duke persisted in bringing on the question and dividing

upon it. The former spoke nearly three hours, and far
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said it was no doubt desirable they should get as many

.adherents as they can, and if the delay would enable them
to do so it might be better, but they must not imagine
Government was satisfied with the division in the House of
Lords. However, the question of Peers seems not to be under
discussion at this moment, though it is perpetually revived,
In the evening I went to Harrowhy’s and showed him
Wharneliffe’s letter. He concurred in the expediency of
delay, bub withont convineing me. He showed me a letter,
and a very good ome, he has written to Lord Talbot, ex-
plaining his views, and inviting his concurrence, and of this
he has sent copies to other Peers, whom he thinks it possible
he may influence. The question of time and manner is to
be reserved for future discussion.

February 2nd.—Met Fredervick Lamb at dinner to talk
over the state of affairs before he goes to Vienna. What he
wishes for is the expulsion of this Government, and the for-
mation of a moderate one taken from all parties. Received
another letter from Wharnecliffe yesterday, in which he stated
that he had communicated to the Duke of Wellington his
intention of supporting the second reading, and asked if the
Duke would support his amendments in Committee. In the
meantime I wrote to Harrowby, begging he would communi-
cate with Lord Carnarvon and the Duke of Buckingham.
They keep doubting and fearing about who will or will not join
them, but do not stir a step. George Bentinck told me that
Lord Holland said to the Duke of Richmond the other day
¢ that he had heard a declaration was in' agitation ; ﬂlfft
nothing could be more unfortunate ab this moment, as ib
would make it very difficult to create fitty Peers.’ In the
.mea)ntime a difficulty is likely to arise from a,n.other source,
and the Government to derive strength from their very weal-
ness. Robert Clive (who is a moderate 'Tory)’ caHed. on me
the other day, and when (after expressing his anxjety that
the question should be settled) I asked him w-hether such a
declaration would meet with much suceess, said he thought
that it wonld have done so a fortnight ago, but that the ex-
treme discredit into which Minister.s were ﬂﬂ-len would now
operate as a reason against supporting them in any stage of
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the business, and offered so good a chanee of expelling them
altogether that people would be anxious to try it. Still it
must be so obvious that it would be next to impossible to
make a Gavernment now, that it is to be hoped all but the
most violent will feel it. Herries indeed told somebody that
he had no doubt the Tories could make a Government, and
that on a dissolution they wonld get o Parliament that would
support them. Parnell! has been turned out for not voling on
the Russian Lean affair, sud Hobhouse appointed in his place.
Tennyson resigned from ill health, Parnell was properly
encugh turned out, and ke is 2 good viddance, but it 13 nob
tlie same thing as turning people out on Reform. He wrote
an excellent hook on finance, but be was a very bad Secretary
at War, a rash economical innovator, and a bad mayn of busi-
ness in its details, After waiting till the last moment for
the arrival of the Russian ratification, the Frevch and
English signed the Belgian treaty alone, and the others are
to sign sfter as their powers arrive.

February 4th,~Called on Lord Harrowby in the morning ;
found him in very bad spirits, as well he might, for to all
the invitations he had written to Peers he had received
either refusaly or no reply, so thut he angurs ill of their
attempt. Carnarvon and Talbot refused; these besotted,
predestinated Tories will follow the Duke; the Duke will
oppose all Reform because he said he would. Those who are
inclined will not avow their conversion to moderate prineiples,
and so they will go on, wailing and staring at one another,
till one fine day the Peers will come out in the ¢ Gazette.
The thinglooks ill. Dined with Lord Holland, Melbourne,
who was there, asked me if ¥ had heard from Wharacliffe,
but T did not tell him of Lord Barrowhy's refusals.

* {Sir Fenry Parell had been appointed Secretary at War on the for~
mation of Lord Grey's Ministry, e bad esasperated his colleagues by
<euteriag upon an unauthorised negatistion with the French Post Omce, Wxth-

out the knowledge of the Duhe of Ruchmond, then Dost raf,
nnd by encouraging Joaeph !Iume m hrm" on 8] muhon against the Post
(nn Tamenbo - T o wasiadir-
n ‘ ed very welt

on Lis next

sxm of dizaffection to the Government be was turned out of office.}
B2



244 REIGN OF WILLIAM IV, [Crap. XVIL

Falek dined there, and in conversation about the Russian
Loan he {old us the original history of it. The Emperor of
Russia had borrowed ninety millions of florins, and when his
conenrrence and support were desired to the new kingdom of
the Netherlands he proposed in return that the King of Hol-
land should tuke this debt off his hands. The King said he
wonld gladly meet his wishes, but could not begin by making
himself unpopular with his new subjects and saddling them
with this debt. Whereupon England interposed, and an ar-
rangement was made [in 1815] by which Russia, England,
and {he King of the Netherlands divided the debt into three
cqual shares, each taking one. With reference to the argu-
ment that the countries being divided we ought no longer to
pay our share, Falek said the King of the Netherlands had not
refused {o pay on those grounds, that he had only (with refer-
enee to his heavy expenses) expressed his present inability
and asked for time, which the Emperor of Russia had agreed
to. What he meant was that the kingdoms were not as yet
ds jure separated, and that the casus had not yet arrived.
This, however, is nothing to the purpose, for the King and the
Emperor understand one another very well, and it is not likely
{hat the King should do anything to supply us with a motive
or a pretext for refusing our gquofa to his imperial ally.
Brougham’s speech on the Russian Loan everybody agrees to
have been super-excellent—* a continned syllogism from the
beginning to the end.” Lord Holland said, and the Duke of
Wellington (I am told) declared, it was the best speech he
hiad ever heard.

February 5th—DMet Melbourne yesterday evening, and
turned back and walled with him ; talked over the state of
affaivrs. He said Government were very much annoyed ab
their division in the House of Commons, though Brougham
had in some measure repaired that disaster in the House of
Lords ; that it became more difficult to resist making Peers
as Government exhibited greater weakness. I told him the
Tories were so unmanageable because they wished to drive
out the Government, and thought they could. Dined atthe
Sheriffs’ dinner—not unpleasant—and went in the evening
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to Lady Harrowby; Lord Harrowby gone to his brothers’.
Melbourne had told me that he had spoken to Haddington,
and [ found Haddington had given a report of what he said
such as T am sure Melbourne did not mean to convey; the
upshot of which was that there was only one man in the
Cabinet who wished to make Peers, that there was no im-
mediate danger, and that it would do more harm than
good if they declared themselves without a good number of
adherents. Called this morning on Lady C., who said that
Melbourne was in fact very much annoyed at his position,
wanted caractére, was wretched at having been led so far,
and tossed backwards and forwards between opposite senti-
ments and feelings; that he thought the Government very
weak, and that they would not stand, and in fact that he did
not desire they should remain in, but the confrary. And
this is Frederick’s opinion too, who has great influence over
him, while at the same time he is rather jealous of Frede-
rick.

February 6th.—Dined yesterday with Lord Holland ; came
very late, and found a vacant place between Sir George
Robinson and a common-looking man in black. As soon as
I had time to look at my neighbour, I began to speculate (as
one usually does) as to who he might be, and as he did not
for some time open his lips except to eat, I settled that he
was some obscure man of letters or of medicine, perhaps a
cholera. doctor. Tn a short time the conversation turned
upon early and late education, and Lord Holland said he
had always remarked that self-educated men were peculiarly
conceited and arrogant, and apt to look down upon the
generality of mankind, from their being ignorant of how much
other people knew; not having been at public schools, they are
uninformed of the course of general education. My neighbour
observed that he thought the most remarkable example of
self-education was that of Alfieri, who had reached the age
of thirty without having acquired any accomplishment save
that of driving, and who was so ignorant of his own language
that he had to learn it like a child, beginning with element-
ary books. Lord Holland quoted Julius Cesar and Scaliger
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as examples of Jate education, said that the latter had been
wouunded, and that he had been married and commenced
learning Greek the same day, when my neighbour remarked
‘that he supposed his learning Greek was not an instantaneous
act like his marriage.” This remark, and the manner of it,
gave me the notion that he was a dull fellow, for it came
out in a way which bordered on the ridiculous, so as to excite
something like a sneer. T was a little surprised to hear him
continue the thread of conversation (from Scaliger’s wound)
and talk of Loyola having been wounded at Pampeluna. I
wondered how he happened to know anything about Loyola’s
wound. Having thus settled my opinion, I went on eating
my dinner, when Auckland, who was sitting opposite to me,
addressed my neighbour, ‘Mr. Macaulay, will you drink a
glass of wine 2 I thought I should have dropped off my chair.
It was MacAULaY, the man I had been so long most curious
to see and to hear, whose genius, eloguence, astonishing know-
ledge, and diversified talents have excited my wonder and
admiration for such a length of time, and here I had been
sitting next to him, hearing him talk, and setting him down
for a dull fellow, I felt as if he could have read my thoughts,
and the perspiration burst from every pore of my face, and
yet it was impossible not to be amused at the idea. It was
not till Macaulay stood up that I was aware of all the
vulgarity and ungainliness of his appearance ; not a ray of
intellect beams from his countenance; a lump of more or-
dinary clay never enclosed a powerful mind and lively in.aa-
gination. He had a cold and sore throat, the latter of which
occasioned a constant contraction of the muscles of the
thorax, making him appear as if in momentary danger of a
fit. His manner struck me as not pleasing, but it was not
assuming, unembarrassed, yet not easy, unpolished, yet .not
coarse; there was no kind of usurpation of the conversa,t}on,
no tenacity as to opinion or facts, no assumptio‘n of superior-
ity, but the variety and extent of his information were soon
apparent, for whatever subject was touched upon h.e evinced
the utmost familiarity with it; quotation, illustration, ane(f-
dote, seemed ready in his hands for every topic. Primogeni-
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. ture in this conntry, in others, and particularly in ancient
Rome, was the prineipal topic, I think, but Macaulay was
not certain what was the law of Rome, except that when a
man died intestate his estate was divided between his ehul-
dren.  After dinner Talleyrand, and Madame de Do came
in, He was introduced to Talleyrand, who told him that he
meant to go to the House of Commons on Tuesday, and that
he hoped he would speak, “qu'il avait entendu tous Jes
grands orateurs, eb il désirait 4 présent entendre Monsieur
Macaulay.

February Tth—Called on Melbourne. He said he had
nob meant Haddington to understand that it was desirable
the declavation should be delayed; on the contrary, that it
was desirable Ministers should be informedas speedily as pos-
sible of the intentions of our friends and of the force they
can command, but that if only o few declaved themselves,
they would certainly be liable to the suspicion that they
conld not get adherents; he added that every man in the
Government {except oue) was aware of the desperate nature
of the step they were about to take (that man of course
being Durham). I told him that his communication to
Haddington had fo o certain degree had the effect of
paralysing my esertions, and he owned it was imprudent.
I was, however, extremely surprised to hear what he said
about the Cabinet, and I asked him if if really was so, and
that all the members of it were bond jide alarmed af, and
averse to, the measure ; that I had always believed that, with
the exception of those who were intimate with him, they al
wanted the pretext in order o establish their power. He
said no, they really all were conscions of the violence of the
measure, and desirous of avoiding it; that Lord Grey had
been so from the beginning, but that Durham was always at
bim, and made him fall into his violent designs; that it veas
¢areign of terror,” but that Durham could do withhim what
he pleased. What a picture of secret degradation and imbe-
eility in the towering and apparently hanghty Lord Grey! T
told Melbourne that it was important to gain time, that there
was an appearance of & thaw among the 199, but that most
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of them were in the country; communications by letter .
. were difficult and unsatisfactory ; that many were averse to
breaking up the party or leaving the Duke—in short, from
one cause or another doubtful and wavering; that it was not
to be expected they should at a moment’s warning take this
new line, in opposition to the opinions and conduct of their
old leaders, and that when Lord Harrowby was exerting
himself indefatigably to bring them to reason, and to render
4 measure unnecessary which in the opinion of the Cabinet
itself was fraught with evil, it was fair and just to give him
time to operate. He said this was very true, but that time
was likewise required to execute the measure of a creation of
Peers, that people must be invited, the patents made out, &e.
We then parted. Downstairs was Rothschild the Jew
waiting for him, and the valet de chambre sweeping away a
bonnet and a shawl.

On my way from Melbourne called on Lord Harrowby,
and read a variety of letters—answers from different Peers fo
his letters, Wharneliffe’s correspondence with the Duke of
Wellington, and Peel’s answer to Lord Harrowby. Wharn-
cliffe wrote a long and very conciliatory letter to the Duke,
nearly to the effect of Lord Harrowby’s circular, and contain-
ing the same arguments, to which the Duke replied by a long
letter, written evidently in a very ill humour, and such a
galimatias as I never read, angry, ill expressed, and confused,
and from which it was difficult to extract anything intelligible
but this, ¢ that he was aware of the consequences of the
course he should adopt himself, and wished the House of
Lords to adopt, viz., the same as last year, but that be those
consequences what they might, the responsibility would not
lie on his shoulders, but on those of the Government; he
acknowledged that a creation of Peers would swamp the
House of Lords, and, by so doing, destroy the Constitution,
but the Government would be responsible, not he, for the ruin
that would ensue; that he was aware some Reform was
necessary (in so far departing from his former declaration of
the 80th of November), but he would neither propose anything
himself, nor take this measure, nor try and amend it.” In
short, he will do nothing but talk nonsense, despair, and be
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obstinate, and then he is hampered by declarations (from
which he now sees himself that he must dissent), and obliged
from causes connected with the Catholic question and the Test
and Corporation Acts to attend more to the consistency of
his own character than to the exigencies of the country, but
with much more personal authority than anybody, and still
blindly obeyed and followed by men many of whom take
very rational and dispassionate views of the subject, but who
still are resolved to sacrifice their own sense to his folly. He
really has accomplished being a prophet in his own country,
not from the sagacity of his predictions, but from the blind
worship of his devotees.

Peel’s letter, though arriving at the same conclusion, was
in a very different style. It certainly was an able produe-
tion, well expressed and plausibly argued, with temper and
moderation. He owned that much was to be said on the
side of the question which he does not espouse, but the
reasons by which he says he is mainly governed are these:
that it is of vital importance to preserve the consistency of
the party to which we are to look for future safety, and that
when this excitement has passed away the conduct of the
anti-Reformers will have justice done to it. Bub thereisa
contradiction which pervades his argument, for he treats the
subject ag if all hope had vanished of saving the country,
¢ desperat de republici,’ and he does not promise himself pre-
sent advantage from the firmness and consistency of the
Tories, but taking it in connection with the folly and wicked-
ness of the other party (who he is persuaded bitterly regret
their own precipitate violence and folly), he expects it to
Trove serviceable as an example and beacon to future genera-
tions. All the evils that have been predicted may flow
from this measure when carried into complete operation, but
it is neither statesmanlike nor manly to throw up the game
in despair, and surrender every point, and waive every com-
pensation, in order to preserve the consistency of himself and
his own party, not that their consistency is to produce any
advantage, but that hereafter it

May poirt a moral or adorn a tale.
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So senseless is this, that 1t is clear to me that it is not his
real feeling, and that he promises himself some personal ad-
vantage from the adoption of such a course. Peel ¢loves’
himself, ¢ not wisely but too well.’

Yebiruary 9th.—Yesterday I met Lord Grey and rode with
him. I told him that the Tories were pleased at his speech
about the Irish Tithes. He said ¢ he did not know why, for
he had not said what he did with a view to please them.” I
said because they looked upon itas an intimation that the old
Protestant ascendency was to be restored. He rejected very
indignantly that idea, and said he had never contemplated
any ascendency but that of the law and the Government. I
said I knew that, but that they had been so long used to
consider themselves as the sole representatives of the law
and the Government, that they took the assertion he had
made as a notification that their authority was again to be
exercised as in bygone times. He then asked me if I knew
what Lord Harrowby had done, said he had spoken to him, .
that he was placed in a difficult position and did not know
what to do. Isaid that Harrowby was exerting himself, that
time was required to bring people round, that I had reason
to believe Harrowby had made a great impression, bub that
most of the Peers of that party were out of town, and it was
impossible to expect them on the receipt of a letter of in-
vitation and advice to reply by return of post that they would
abandon their leaders and their party, and change their
whole opinions and course of action, that I expected the
Axrchbishop and Bishop of London would go ‘with him,
and that they would carry the bench. He said the
Bishop of London he had already talked to, that the
Archbishop was such a poor, miserable creature that
there was no dependence to be placed on him, that he would
Dbe frightened and vote any way his fear directed. Then he
asked, how many had they sure? I said, ¢ At this moment
not above eight Lords and eight bishops.” He said that was
not enough. I said I knew that, bub he must have patience,and
should remember that when the Duke of Wellington brought
the Catholic Bill into the House of Commons he had amajority
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on paper against him in the Hounse of Lords of twenty-five,
and he corried the Bill by a hundred. He said he should like
to talk to Harrowby again, which I pressed him to do, and
e said he would. I find Lord John Russell sent for Sandon,
and told him that he and the others were really anxious to
avoid making Peers, and entreated him to get something done
by his father and his assoclates as soon as possible, that
there was no time to be lost, that he shonld not deny that he
wished Peers to be made, not now, but after the Reform Bill
had passed. T called on Lord Harrowby in the afternoon,
and found him half dead with a headache and dreadfuily
irritable. Letters had come (which he had not seen) from
Lord Bagot refusing, Lord Carteret ditto, and very imper-
tinently, and Lord Calthorpe adhering. I told him what had
passed between Lord Grey and me. He said their insolence
had been hitherto so great in refusing to listen to any terms
(at the meeling of the six), and in refusing every concession
in the House of Commong and not tolerating the slightest
alteration, that he despaired of doing anything with them,
that Lord Grey had told him he could not agree to make a
sham resistance in Committee, but that he on the other hand
would not agree to go into Committee, except on an express
understanding that they should not avail themselves of the
probable disunion of the Tories to carry all the details of
their Bill. The difficulties are immense, but if Grey and
Harrowby get together, it is possible something may be done,
provided they will approach each other in a spirit of com-
promise. It is certainly easier now, and very different from
the House of Commons, where I have always thought they
could make no concession. In the House of Lords they may
without difficulty. I drend the obstinate of both parties.
February 11th.—Wharncliffe came to town on Thursday
and called on me. At Brighton he had seen Sir Andrew
Barnard, and showed him the correspondence with the
Duke of Wellington, telling him at the same time he might
mention it to Taylor if he liked, and if Taylor had any
wish to see it he should. Accordingly Taylor sent him
word be should be glad to have an interview withhim. They
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met at Lord Wharneliffe’s house and had a long conversation,
in the course of which Taylor gave him to understand that
it was quite true that the King had consented to everything
about the creation of Peers, but multa gemens, and that he
was much alarmed, and could not endure the thought of this
measure. The end was that a memorandum was drawn up
of the conversation, and of Wharncliffe’s sentiments and
intentions, which were much the same as those he had put
forth at the time of the old negotiations. This was taken
away by Taylor and shown to the King, and copies of it
were forwarded to Grey, Brougham, and Melbourne. The
next day Wharneliffe dined with the King, and after dinner
his Majesty took him aside and said, ‘I have seen your
paper, and I agree with every word you say; we are indeed
in a scrape, and we must get out of it as we can. I only
wish everybody was as reasonable and as moderate as you,
and then we might do so perhaps without difficulty.” That
the King is alarmed is pretty clear, but it is more probable
that his alarm may influence his Ministers than himself, and
it looks very much as if it had done so. Sir H. Taylor like-
wise told Wharneliffe that the Duke of Wellington had written
a letter which had been laid before the King, and had given
him great offence, and that it certainly was such a letter as
was unbecoming in any subject to write. This letter is
supposed to have been addressed to Strangford; it got into
Londonderry’s hands, and he laid it before the King (upon
the occasion of his going with some address to Brighton),
who desired it might be left with him till the next day. The
reason why they think it was Strangford is that the word
¢Viscount’ was apparent at the bottom, but the name was
erased. In the meantime Harrowby has had some con-
versation with Lord Lansdowne, who pressed the necessity of
making a demonstration of their strength, and added that
if the Archbishop could be induced to declare himself that
would be sufficient. Lord Harrowby is accordingly working
incessantly upon the Archbishop on the one hand, while he
exhorts to patience and reliance on the other. Yesterday
he took a high tone with Lord Lansdowne, told him that
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he had, as he firmly believed, as many as twenty-five Lords,
lay and spiritual, with him, which would make a differenco
of fifty, but thatas to a public irrevocable pledge, it was not
1o be had, and that Lord Grey must place confidence in his
belief and reliance upon his exertions, or, if not, he must
take his own course. Upon Lord Grey’s meeting with him,
and the Archbishop’s being brought to the post, the matter
now hinges.

In the meantime I have discovered the cause of the
Duke of Wellington’s peevish reply to Wharncliffe, and
the reason why Lord Harrowby’s letter to Lord Bagot was
unanswered for ten days, and then couched in terms so dif-
ferent from what might have been expected. Lord Howo
was at Bliffield at the time, and they, between them, sont
Harrowby’s letter up to the Duke of Wellington, who of
course wrote his sentiments in reply. For this thoy waited,
and on this Lord Bagot acted. My brother told me yester-
day that the Duke had seen the letter, and that Lord Howe
had been the person who sent it him. This explains it all.
Wharncliffe’s letter svag but another version of Lord
Harrowby’s, and he had therefore in fact seen it beforo,
but seen it addressed to those whom he considered bound
to him and his views, and I have no doubt Lo was both
angry and jealous at Lord Harrowby’s interfercnce. Nothing
could be more uncandid and unjustifiable than Lord Bagot’s
conduct, for he never asked Lord Harrowby’s leave to com-
municate the letter, nor told him that he had done so; on
the contrary, he gave him to understand that the delay (for
which he made many apologies) was owing to his reflection
and his consulting his brother the bishop. The Duke, no
doubt, gave him his own sentiments; yet, in hig letler {0
‘Wharneliffe, he says ¢he has not endeavourcd to juflucncs
anybody, nor shall he;’ and at the samo time cludes {he
essential question ¢ whether he will support in Comieit

authority are as great as ever, and A’ eudnse v pes
anybody withdrawn from Lis influence ; provoked vl 10 ae’s
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and with everybody else, his mind is clouded by passion and
prejudice, and the consequences are the ill-humour he dis-
plays and the abominable nonsense he writes, and yet the
great mass of thesc Tories follow the Duke, go where hLe will,
let the consequences be what they may, and without requiring
even @ reason; sic vult sic jubet is enough for them. One
thing that gives me hopes is the change in the language of
the friends of Government out of doors—Dover, for instance,
who has been one of the mnoisiest of the bawlers for Peers.
I walled with him from the House of Lords the night before
Iast, and he talked only of the break-up of the 199, and of
the activity of Harrowby and Wharncliffe and its probable
effects.

February 14th.—On Saturday evening I found Melbourne
at the Home Office in his lazy, listening, silent humour, dis-
posed to hear everything and to say very little; told me that
Dover and Sefton were continually at the Chancellor to malke
Peers, and that they both, particularly the latter, had great
influence with him. Brougham led by Dover and Sefton!!
I tried to impress upon him the necessity of giving Harrowby
credit, and not exacting what was not to be had, viz., the
pledges of the anti-Reformers to vote for the second reading.
He owned that in their case he would not pledge himself
either. I put before him as strongly as I could all the various
arguments for resisting this desperate measure of making
Peers (to which he was well inclined to assent), and pressed
upon him the importance of not exasperating the Tories and
the Conservative party to the last degree, and placing such
an impassable barrier between public men on both sides as
should malke it impossible for them to reunite for their com-
mon interest and security hereafter.

In the evening I got a message from Palmerston to beg
T would call on him, which I did at the Foreign Office yes-
terday. He is infinitely more alert than Melbourne, and
more satisfactory to talk to, because he enters with more
warmth and more detail into the subject. He began by
referring to the list of Peers likely to vote for the second
reading, which I showed to him. At the same time I told
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him that though he might make use of the information
generally as far as expressing his own belief that Lord
Harrowby would bave a sufficient follqwing, he must not
produce the list or guote the names, for, in fact, not one of
them had given any authority to be so counted ; that he must
be aware there were persons who would be glad to mar our
projects, and they could not more effectually do so than by
conveying to these Peers the use that had been made of their
names, To all this he agreed entirely. He then talked of
the expediency of a declaration from Lord Harrowby, and
how desirable it was that it should be made soon, and be sup-
ported by a3 many as could be induced to come forward ; that
TLord Grey had said to him very lately that he really believed
he should be obliged to ereate Peers. I said that my per-
suasion was that it would be quite unnecessary to do so fo
carry the second reading; that nothing was required but
confidence in Lord Harrowby, and that his character and
his conduct on this occasion entitled him to expect it from
them ; that if they were sincere in their desire to avoid this
measure they would trust to his exertions; that I knew very
well the efforts thab ivere made to force this measure on
Tord Grey; that it was in furtherance of this that Dun-
combe’s! ridiculous affair in the House of Commonsg had
baen got up, which had been such a complete failure; but
that I could not believe Lord Girey would suffer himself to
be bullied into it by such despicable means, and by the
clamour of such men as Duncombe and ’Connell, urged on
by friends of his own. He said this was very true, but the
fact was they could not risk the rejection of the Bill again;
that he knew from a variety of communications that an ex-
plosion would inevitably follow its being thrown out on the
second reading ; that he had had letters from Scotland and
1 Duncombe brought forward o petition from six men at Barnet com-~
M M oo i ¥t anten T -2 Yernlam’s and Lord
produce a disenssion

. ith an openness that

was indecent by Durbam and that crew, who were all (Durham, Sefton, Mul-

grave, Dover) under the gallery to hearjt.  The thing was ridiculed by Peel,
fell lat upan the House, and excited disgust and contempt out of it.
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other places, and had no doubt that such would be the case. T
said that he would find it very difficult to persuade our friends
of this, and it appeared to me as clear as possible that the
feeling for the Bill and the excitement had subsided ; that
they might be to a certain degree renewed by its rejection,
but no man could doubt that modifications in it, which would
have been impossible a few months ago, .would now be
easy; that if it was not for that unfortunate declaration
of Lord Grey, by which he might consider himself bound, he
might safely consent to such changes as would make the
adjustment of the question no difficult matter; that with
regard to the rejection of the Bill, whatever excitement
it might produce, it was evident the Government had an
immediate remedy ; they had only to prorogue Parlianment
for a week and make their Peers, and they would #len have
an excellent pretext—indeed, so good a one that it was in-
conceivable to me that they should hesitate for a moment in
adopting that course. This he did not deny. I then told
him of the several conversations between Lord Harrowby
and Lords Grey and Lansdowne, and mine with Lord
Grey; that Lord Harrowby protested against Lord Grey’s
availing himself of any disunion among the Opposition (pro-
duced by his support of the second reading) tec carry those
points, to resist which would be the sole object of Lord
Harrowby in seceding from his party ; and that Lord Grey
had said he could not make a sham resistance. Palmerston
said, ¢ We have brought in a Bill which we have made as
good as we can; it is for you to propose any alterations you
wish to make in it, and if you can beat us, well and good.
There are indeed certain things which, if carried against us,
would be so fatal to the principle of the Bill that Lord
Grey would not consider it worth carrying if so amended;
but on other details he is ready to submit, if they should be
carried against him.” I said that would not do, that I must
refer him to the early negotiations and the disposition which
was then expressed to act upon a principle of mutual conces-
sion ; that when Lord Harrowby and his friends were pre-
pared to concede to its fullest extent the principle of dis-

i
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franchisement (though they might propose alterations in o
few particulars), they had a right to expect that the Govern-
ment should surrender without fighting some of those
equivalents or compensations which they should ook for in
the alterations or additions they might propose. He said
that ¢ while Lord Harrowby was afraid that Ministers might
avail themselves of his weakness to carry their details, they
were afraid lest Lord Harrowby and his friends should unite
with the ultra-Tories to beat them in Committee on some of
the essential clauses of the Bill.' I replied, then it was fear
for fear, and under the circumstances the best thing was an
understanding thot each party should act towards the other
in o spirit of good faith, and withoub taking any accidental
advantage that might acerne either way, We then discussed
the possibility of an agr t upon the details, and he
enquired what they would require. I told him that they
~vould require an alteration of Schedule B to exclude the
town voters from county representation, perhaps to vary the
franchise, and some other things, with regard fo which I
conld not speak positively at the moment, He said he thought
some alteration might be made in Schedule B, particulaxly
in giving all the towns double members, by cutting off the
Jower ones that had one; that it was intended no man should
have o vote for town and county on the some qualification,
and he believed there were very few who would possess the
double right, That I said would make it more easy to give
up, and it was a thing the others laid great stress upon. He
seemed to think it might be done. As to the 101, he said he
had at first heen disposed to consider it too low, but he had
<hanged his mind, and now Qoubted if it would not turn ot fo
be too high, We then talked of the metvopolitan members,
to which I suid undoubtedly they wished to sirke them off,
but they kuew very well the Government desired it equally,
‘We agreed that T should get from Lord Harruwhy specifically
what he would require, and he would give e in return what
concessions the Government would probably be disposed to
make; that these should be communicated merely ns the
private opinions of individuals, and not as formal proposals;
VOL, 1. 8
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and we should try and blend them together into some feasible
compromise.

I afterwards saw the Duke of R1ehmond who said that
Dover and Sefton had both attacked him for being against
maling' Peers, and he should like to know how they knew
it. I told him, from the Chancellor, to be sure, and added
how they were always working at him and the influence
they had with him. He said the Chancellor’s being for
making Peers was not enough to carry the question; that if
it was done it must be by a minute of the Cabinet, with the
names of the dissentients appended to it; and then the King
must determine; that if the dissentients seceded upon it it
would be impossible. He recollected, when there was a
question of making Peers on the Catholic question by the
Duke of Wellington, that he and some others had resolved,
should it have been done, to avail themselves of the power of
the House to come down day after day and move adjourn-
ments before any of the new Peers could take their seats;
that the same course might be adopted now, though it would
produce a revolution. I told him that I bad little doubt
there were men who would not scruple to adopt any course,
however violent, that the power of Parliament would admit
of ; that there were several who were of opinion that the
creation of Peers would at once lay the Constitution prostrate
and bring about a revolution; that they considered it would
be not a remote and uncertain, but a sure and proximate
event, and if by accelerating it they could crush their oppo-
nents they would do so without hesitation.

In the meantime the cholera has made its appearance in
London, at Rotherhithe, Limehouse, and in a ship off Green-
wich—in all seven cases. These are amongst the lowest and
most wretched classes, chiefly Irish, and a more lamentable
exhibition of human misery than that given by the medical
inen who called at the Council Office yesterday I never heard.
They are in the most abject state of poverty, without beds to
iie upon. The men live by casual labour, are employed by
the hour, and often get no more than four or five hows’
employment in the course of the week., They are huddled
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and crowded together by families in the same room, not as
permanent lodgers, but procuring a temporary shelter; in
short, in the most abject state of physical privation and
moral degradation that can be imagined. On Saturday we
had an account of one or more cases. We sent instantly
down to inspect the district and organise a Board of Health.
A meeting was convened, and promises given that all things
needful should be done, but as they met at a public-house they
all got drunk and did nothing. We have sent down members
of the Board of Health to make preparations and organise
boards; but, if the disease really spreads, no human power
can arrest ity progress through such an Augean stable.

February 14th.—Dined with Lord Harrowby, and com-
municated conversation with Palmerston and Melbourne.
He bas not been able to decide the Archbishop, whois onand
off, and can’t make up his mind. Lord Harrowby is going
to Lord Grey to talk with him. The Tories obstinate as
mules. The Duke of Buccleuch, who had got Harrowby’s
letter, and copied it himself that he might know it by heart,
has made up his mind to vote the other way, as he did before ;
Lord Wallace (after a long correspondence) the same. There
can be little doubt that they animate one another, and their
ery is ¢to stick to the'Duke of Wellington,” The cholern is
established, and yesterday formal communications were made
to the Lord Mayor and to the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs that London was no longer healthy.

February 17th—Wharneliffe came to town the night
before last, it having been settled that Harrowby was to go to
Lord Grey yesterday morning. After consultation we agreed
he had better go alone, that it would be less formal, and that
Lord Grey would be more disposed to open himself. The same
evening, at Madame de Lieven’s ball, Melbourne and Pal-
merston both told wme that Grey was in an excellent dispo-
sition. However, yesterday morning Harrowby had such a
headache that he was not fit to go alone, so the two went.
Nothing counld be more polite than Grey, and on the whole
the interview was satisfactory. Nothing was agreed upon,
all left dans le vague; but a disposition to mutual confidence

82
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was evinced, and T should think it pretty safe that no Peers
will be made. Lord Grey told them that if they could
relieve him from the necessity of creating Peers he should
e sincerely obliged to them, showed them a letter from the
King containing the most unlimited power for the purpose,
and said that, armed with that authority, if the Bill could be
passed in no other way, it must be so. A minute was drawn
up to this effect, of which Wharncliffe showed me a copy
Jast night.

‘Lords Harrowby and Wharncliffe cannot give any
names, or pledge themselves to any particular persons or
numbers who will support their views, but they have no
doubt in their own minds that there will he, in the cvent of
a0 creation of Peers, a sufficient number to carry the second
reading of the Bill. In voting themselves for the second
reading their intention is to propose such alterations in Com-
mittee as, in their opinion, can alone render it a measure
fit to he passed into law; and in the event of their being
unable to effect the changes they deem indispensable, they
reserve to themselves the power of opposing the Bill in its
snbsequent stages. Lord Grey considers the great principles
of the Bill of such vital importance that he could not agree
to any alteration in them, but admits that a modification of
its details need not be fatal to it, reserving to himself, if any
of its vital principles should be touched, the power of taking
such ulterior measures as he may find necessary to ensure
its success. TLords Harrowby and Wharncliffe are prepared
to make a declaration of their sentiments and intentions in
the House of Lords at a proper time, that time to be a subject
of consideration ; and in the event of their having reason to
believe that their present expectations are not likely to be
fulfilled, they will feel bound to give Lord Grey information
thereof, in order that he may take such measures as he may
think right.’!

At present the principal difficulty promises to be the 10l
clause. Lord Grey seemed to think this could not be altered.
Wharncliffe asked if it might not be modified, and so settled

1 This is the substance, not a textual copy.
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as to secure its being a bond fide 101, clause, from which Lord
Grey did not dissent, but answered rather vaguely.

In the meantime I think some progress is made in the
work of conversion. Harris has gone back, and Wilton,
whom I always doubted. I doubt anybody within the im-
mediate sphere of the Duke, but Wynford is well-disposed,
and the Archbishop has nearly givenin. His surrender would
clinch the matter. Iam inclined tothink we shall get through
the second reading. Lord Grey was attacked by Madame de
Lieven the other day, who told him he was naturally all
that is right-minded and good, but was supposed to be in-
fluenced against his own better judgment by those about him.
She also said something to the Duke of Wellington about
Yord Harrowby, to which he replied that Lord Harrowby
¢ &tait une mauvaise téte!’ Very amusing from him, but he
is provoked to death that anybody should venture to desert
from him.

The cholera has produced more alertness than alarm here;
in fact, at present it is a mere trifle—in three days twenty-
eight persons. Nothing like the disorders which rage
unheeded every year and every day among the lower orders.
It is its name, its suddenness, and its frightful symptoms
that terrify. The investigations, however, into the condition
of the different parishes have brought to light dreadful cases
of poverty and misery. A man came yesterday from Bethnal
Green with an account of that district. They are all
weavers, forming a sort of separate community; there they
are born, there they live and labour, and there they die.
They neither migrate nor change their occupation; they
can do nothing else. They have increased in a ratio at
variance with any principies of population, having nearly
tripled in twenty years, from 22,000 to 62,000. They are
for the most part out of employment, and can get note 1,100
are crammed into the poor-house, five or six in & bed;
6,000 receive parochial relief. The parish is in debt; every
day adds to the number of paupers and diminishes that of
ratepayers. These are principally small shopkeepers, who
are beggared by the rates. The district is in a complete
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state of insolvency and hopeless poverty, yet they multiply,
and while the people look squalid and dejected, as if borne
down by their wretchedness and destitution, the children
thrive and are healthy. Government is ready to interpose
with assistance, but what can Government do? We asked
the man who came what could be done for them. He said
¢ employment,” and employment is impossible.

February 20th.—Lord Grey was very much pleased with
the result of his interview, and expresses unbounded reli-
ance on Lord Harrowby’s honour. The ultras, of course,
will give him no credit, and don’t believe he can command
votes enough; ¢Yaffaire marche, mais lentement,” and the
seceders (or those we hope will be so) will not declare them-
selves positively. There is no prevailing upon them. The
Archbishop is with us one day, and then doubts, though I
think we shall have him at last. A good deal of conversa-
tion passed between Grey and Harrowby, which the latter
considers confidential and won’t repeat. It was about the
details; the substance of the minute he feels at liberty to
communicate. By way of an episode news came last night
of an insurrection of the slaves in Jamaica, in which fifty-
two plantations had been destroyed. It was speedily sup-
pressed by Willoughby Cotton, and the ringleaders were
executed by martial law.

February 23rd.—At Court yesterday; long conversation
with Melbourne, and in the evening with Charles Wood and
Richmond, who is more alarmed about the Peers. Mel-
bourne had got an idea that Lord Harrowby’s letter, which
had been reported if not shown to the Government, had
done a great deal of harm, inasmuch as it set forth so
strongly the same arguments to the Tories fo show them
the danger of letting Peers be made that Durham and Co.
make use of as an argument for the same. I promised to
show it him, and replied that they could not expect Lord
Harrowby to do anything but employ the arguments that
are most likely to take effect with these people, but they are
not put in an offensive manner. Melbourne said that the
King is more reconciled to the measure, i.e. that they have

1
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got the foolish old man in town and can talk him over more
readily. A diseussion last night about the propriety of
making a declaration to-day in the House of Lords, when
the Duke of Rutland presents a petition against Reform.
The Archbishop will not decide; there is no moving him.
Curious that a Dr. Howley, the other day Canon of Christ
Chureh, 2 very ordinary man, should have in his hands the
virtual decision of one of the most momentous matters that
ever occupied public attention. There is no doubt that s
decision would decide the business so far. Up to this time
certainly Harrowby and Wharnchffe have no certainty of a
sufficient number for the second reading; but ¥ think they
will have enough at last.

February 24th.—Harrowby and Wharncliffe agreed, if the
Duke of Rutland on presentmg his petition gave them a
good opportunity, they would speak. It was a very good
one, for the petition twned out to be one for a mode-
rate Reform, more in their sense than in the Duke’s own;
but the moment it was read Kenyon jumped up. Harrowby
thought he was going to speak upon it, whereas he presented
another; and I believe he was put up by the Duke to stor
any discussion.

In the evening went to Lord Holland's, when he and she
asked me about the letter. Somebody had given abstracts
of it, with the object of proving to Lord Grey that Harrowby
Jbad been uncandid, or something like it, and had held out
to the Tories that if they would adopt his line they would
turn out the Government. Holland and the rest fancied the

. Ietter had been written since the inferview, but I told them it *
wag three weeks before, and I endeavoured to explain that the
abstracts must be taken in connection not only with the rest
of the text, but with the argument. Holland said Lord Grey
meant to ask Harrowby for the letter. From thence T went
to Harrowby, and told him this. He said he would not show
it, that Grey had no right to ask for a private letter written
by him weeks before to one of his friends, and it was beneath
Lim to answer for and explain anything he had thought fit
1o say. But he has dore what will probably answer as well,
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for he has given Ibrington a copy of it for the express purpose
of going to Lord Grey and explaining anything that appears
ambiguous to him. As the business develops itself, and
the time approaches, communication becomes more open
and frequent ; the Tories tall with great confidence of their
majority, and the ultra-Whigs are quite ready to believe
them ; the two extreme ends are furious. Ous list up to this
day presents a result of forty-three votes to thirty-seven
doubtful, out of which it is hard if a majority cannot he got.
I have no doubt now that they will take a very early oppor-
tunity of making a declaration. DPeel, in the other House,
is doing what he can to inflame and divide, and repress any
spirit of conciliation. Nothing is sure in his policy but that
it revolves round himself as the centre, and is influenced by
some view which he takes of his own future advantage, pro-
bably the rallying of the Conservative party (as they call
themselves, though they are throwing away everything into
confusion and sinking everything by their obstinacy) and his
being at the head of it. He made a most furious and mis-
chievous speech.

February 29th.—Ebrington took Harrowby’s letter to
Lord Grey, who was satisfied but not pleased ; the date and
the circumstances (which were explained) removed all bad
impressions from his mind. Since this a garbled version (or
rather extracts) has appeared in the ¢ Times,” which endea-
vours to make a great stir about it. Harrowby was very
much annoyed, and thought of sending the letter itself to
the ¢ Times’ to be published at once; but Haddington and
I both urged him not, and last night he put a contradiction
in the ‘Globe.” I have little doubt that this as well as the
former extracts came from the shop of Durham and Co., and
so Melbourne told me he thought likewise. There was a great
breeze at the last Cabinet dinner between Durham and Rich-
mond again on the old subject—the Peers. I believe they will
now take their chance. Our list presents forty-seven sure
votes besides the doubiful, but not many pledges. As to me,
I am really puzzled what to wish for—that is, for the success
of which party, being equally disgusted with the folly of both.
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harm he ean. Never certainly was there such a Government
as this, so constituted, so headed—a chief with an imposing
exferior, . commanding cloquence, and a character! helow
contempt, seduced and governed by anybody who will
minister to his vanity and presume npon his facility.

There has been nothing remarkable in either House of
Parliament bul an attack made by Londonderry on Plunket,
who gave him so terrific a dressing that it required to be as
prclypdermatfous as he is to stand it.  He is, however, a glut-
ton, for he took it all, and scemed to like it. T dined with
Madame de Lieven a day or two ago, and was talking to her
about politics and political events, and particularly about the
memoirs, or journal, or whatever it be, that she has written.
She said she had done so very irregularly, but that what she
regretted was not having kept more exact records of the
events and fransactions of the Belgian question (which is
not yet settled), that it was in its circumstances the most
curious that could be, and exhibited more remarkable mani-
festations of character and ¢ du coeur humain,” as well as of
politics generally, than any course of events she knew. I
asked ber why she did not give them now. She said it was
impossible, that the ¢ nuances’ were so delicate and so nume-
rous, the details so nice and so varying, that unless caught
at the moment they escaped, and it was impossible to collect
them again. '

March 9th.—Went to Lord Holland’s the other night, and
had a violent battle with him on politics. Nobody so violent
as he, and curious as exhibiting the opinions of the ultras of
the party. About making Peers—wanted to know what
Harrowby’s real object was. I told him none but to prevent
what he thought an enormous evil. What did it signify (he
said) whether Peers were made now or later? that the pre-
sent House of Lords never could go on with a Reformed Par-
liament, it being opposed to all the wants and wishes of the
people, hating the abolition of tithes, the press, and the

! By character I mean what the French ecall caractere; not that he is

wanting in honour and honesty, nor in ability, but in resolution and strength
of mind.
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French Revolntion, and that in order to make it harmonise
with the Reformed Parliament it must be amended by an
infusion of & more Liberal east, This was the spirit of his
harangue, which might bave been easily answered, for it all
goes upon the presumption that his party is that which har-
monises with the popular feeling; and what he means by
improving the character of the House is to add some fifty or
sixty men who may be willing to accept peerages upon the
condition of becoming a body-guard to this Government,

The Times > yesterday and the day before attacked Loxd
Grey with & viralence and indeceney about the Peers that is
too much even for those who take the same line, and he now
sees where his subserviency to the press has eonducted him.
In the House of Commous, the night before last, Ministers
would have been beaten on the sugar duties if Baring Wall,
who had got ten people to dinner, had chosen to go down in
time.

The principal subject of discussion this last week has
been the Education Board in Ireland, the object of which is
to combine the education of Catholics and Protestants by an
arrangement with regard to the religions part of their
instruction that may be compatible with the doctrimes and
practice of both. 'This arrongement consists in there
being only certain selections from the Bible, which are
admitted generally, while particolar doys and hours are set
apart for the separate religious exercises of eaeh class.
This will not do for the zealous Protestants, who bellow for
the whole Bible as Reformers do for the whole Bill.
While the whole system is crumbling to dust under their
feet, while the Church is prostrate, property of all kind
threatened, and robbery, murder, starvation, and agitation
rioting over the land, these wise legislators are debating
whether the brats at school shall read the whole Bible or
only parts of it. They do nothing but rave of the barbarism
and igoorance of the Catholics; they know that education
alone can better their moral condition, and that their religions
tenets prohibit the admission of any system of edueation (in
which Protestants and Catholics cun be jolned) exeept such
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an one as this, and yet they would rather knock the system
on the head, and prevent all the good that may flow from it,
than consent to a departure from the good old rules of Orange
ascendency and Popish subserviency and degradation, know-
ing too, above all, that those who are to read and be taught
are equally indifferent to the whole Bible or to parts of it,
that they comprehend it not, have no clear and definite ideas
on the subject but as matter of debate, vehicle of dispute and .
dissension, and almost of religious hatred and disunion, and
that when once they have escaped from the trammels of their
school, not one in a hundred will trouble his head about
the Bible at all, and not one in a thousand attend fo its
moral precepts.

March 10th.—Yesterday morning Wharncliffe came to me
to give me an account of the conversation the other day be-
tween him and Harrowby on one side and Lords Grey and
Lansdowne on the other. Harrowby was headachy and out
of sorts. However, it went off very satisfactorily ; the list
was laid before Grey, who was satisfied, and no Peers are to
be made before the second reading ; but he said that if the
Bill should be carried by so small a majority as to prove that
the details could not be ecarried in Committee, he must re-
serve the power of making Peers then. At this Harrowby
winced, but Wharncliffe said he thought it fair; and in fact
it is only in conformity with the protocol that was drawn up
at the last conversation. They entered into the details, and
Lord Grey said the stir that had been made about the metro-
politan members might raise difficulties, and then asked would
they agree to this, to give members to Marylebone and
throw over the rest? To this Harrowby would not agree,
greatly to Wharncliffe’s annoyance, who would have agreed,
and I think he would have been in the right. It would have
been as well to have nailed Grey to this, and if Harrowby
hiad not had a headache I think he would have done so. With
regard to the 10l. clause, Wharncliffe fhinks they will not
object to a modification. Grey spoke of the press, and with
just wrath and indignation of the attacks on himself. On
the whole this was good. The capture of Vandamme was



1832] IRISH TITHES. 269

the consequence of a bellyache, and the metropolitan repre-
sentation depended on 2 headache. If the truth could be
ascertained, perhaps many of the greatest events in history
turned upon aches of one sort or another. Montaigne might
have written an essay on it.

March 12th.—Durham made another exhibition of temper
at the Cabinet dinner last Wednesday. While Lord Grey
was saying something he rudely interrupted him, as his cus-
tom is. Lord Grey said, ¢ But, my dear Lambton, only hear
what I was going to say,” when the other jumped up and
said, ¢ Oh, if 1 am not to be allowed to speak I may as well
go nway,’ rang the bell, ordered his carriage, and marched
off. 'Wharneliffe came to me yesterday morning to propose
writing a pamphlet in answer to the ¢ Quarterly Review,’ which
has got an article against his party. I suggested instead
that an attempt should be.made by Sandon (who has been
in some communication with the editor about this matter)
to induce the ¢Morning Herald” to support us, and make
that paper the vehicle of our articles. This he agreed to,
and was to propose it to Sandon last night. We have no
advocate in the press; the Whig and Tory papers are equally
violent against us. Yesterday I saw a letter which has
been circulated among the Tories, written by young Lord
Redesdale to Lord Bathurst, a sort of counter-argument to
Lord Harrowby’s letter, although not an answer, as it was
written before he had seen that document; there is very
little in it,

March 16th.—Lord Grey made an excellent speech in the
House of Lords in reply to Aberdeen’s questions about
Ancona, and Peel made another in the House of Commons
on Irish Tithes, smashing Sheil, taking high ground and
a strong position, but doing nothing towards settling the
question, He forgets that the system is bad, resting on
a false foundation, and that it has worked ill and been
bolstered up by him and his party till now it can no longer
be supported, and it threatens to carry away with it that
which is good in itself. We owe these things to those who
wilfully introduced a moral confusion of ideas into their
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political machinery, and, by destroying the essential distine-
tion between right and wrong, have deprived the things
which are right of the best part of their security. I have
never been able to understand why our system should be
made to rest on artificial props when it did not require them,
nor the meaning of that strange paradox which a certain
school of statesmen have always inculeated, that institutions
of admitted excellence required to be conjoined with ofhers
which were founded in crime and error, and which could only
be supported by power. This has brought about Reform ; it
would be easy to prove it. The Ancona affair will blow over.
George Villiers writes me word that it was a little escapade
of Périer’s, done in a hurry, & mistake, and yet he is a very
able maun. Talleyrand told me “c’est une bétise.” Nothing
goes on well; the world is outb of joint.

Tanny Kemble’s new tragedy came out last night with
complete success, written when she was seventeen—an odd
play for a girl to write. The heroine is tempted like
Isabelln in ¢ Measure for Measure,” but with a different result,
which result is supposed to take place between the acts.

Mareh 261h.~Ten days since I have written anything here,
but en revanche 1 have written a pamphlet. An article ap-
peared in the ‘Quarterly,’ attacking Harrowbyand his friends.
‘Wharncliffe was so desirous it should be answered that I
undertook the job, and it comes out to-day in a ¢ Letfter to
Lockhart, in reply,” &c. I don’t believe anybody read the
last I wrote, but as I have published this at Ridgway’s, per-
haps it may have a more extensive sale. The events have
been the final passing of the Bill, after three nights’ debate,
by a majority of 116, ended by a very fine speech from Peel,
who has eminently distinguished himself through this fight.
Stanley closed the debate at five o’clock in the morning, with
what they say was a good and dexterous speech, but which
contained a very unnecessary dissertation about the Peers.
This, together with some words from Richmond and the
cheerfulness of Holland, makes my mind misgive me that we
shall still have them created for the Committee. The conduct
of the ultra-Tories has been so bad and so silly that I can-
not wish to bring them in, though I have a great desire to turn
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the others out. As to o moderate party, it is » mere dream,
for where is the moderation® This day Lord John Russell
brings the Bill up to the House of Lords, and much indeed
depends upon what passes there. Harrowby and Whamcliffe
will make their speeches, and we shall, I conclude, have the
Duke and Lord Grey. I expect, and I beg his pardon if T am
wrong, that the Dake will make as mischievous a speech ag
be can, and try to provoke declarations and pledges against
the Bill. The Ministers are exceedingly anxious that av-
rowby should confine himself to generalities, which T hopo
too, for I am eertain no good ean, and much harm may, be
done by going into details. Grey, Holland, and Richmond all
three spoke to me about it last night, and I wm going Lo sco
what can be done with them. Ishould not fenr Hnwowhy
but that he is petulant and sour; Wharneliffe s vain, nml
has been excited in all this business, thongh wilh vory good
and very disinterested motives, but he caunot hear patiently
the abuse and the ridicule wath whick both the extreme ends
endeavour to cover him, and ho is uneasy under ity and what
T dread is that in making attempts to set Eimeelf right, and to
clear his character with a party who wil zaver furgive hica tr
what he has done, and to whom whateverTis aay e will bee orearls
cast to the winds, he will flounder, ext mz wmethisg whirk
will elicit from Lord Grey some delazsion that ray tabe,
matters worse than ever. Whet T ks ok terat i £hat the
Government and our people vZl wimlzx tlomawlome te, o] il
generalities, and pledge therusdive ot daales b4, g,
thing, and that they will not ke el iy tentits frn 4,y
quarter to depart from thu? 1o Sureamee,
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Irish Education, the v eaein of Liskens S » foow
and except Malthy, v vk 7 2l destacd goguiym, i
plan—Phillpotts fug D e et TTat wteatyyg ;‘MW,V,’, >
have been at work T 7
world seems grofigs miad
town hag been aunt g
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,
love of news is as voracious and universal as the appetite of a
shark, and, like it, loves best what is grossest and most dis-
custing ; anything relating to personal distress, to crime, to
passion, is gxeedﬂ) devour ed by this monster, as Cowley callsit.

I see
The monster London langh at me;
I wonld at thee, ton, foolish City,
But thy estate I pity.
Shonld all the wicked men from out thee go,
And all the fools that crowd thee so,
Thou, who dost thy thousands hoast,
Would be a wilderness almost.—O0de fo Solitude.

But of all the examples of cant, hypoerisy, party violence, I
have never scen any to be compared to the Irish Education
business ; and there was Rosslyn, an old Whig, voting against;
Carnarvon stayed away, every Tory without exception going
against the measure.  As to madness, Dudley has gone mad
in his own house, Perceval in the House of Commons, and
John Montague in the Park, the two latter preaching, both
Trvingites and believers in € the tongues.” Dudley’s madness
took an odd turn: he would make up all his quarrels with
Lady Holland, to whom he has not spoken for sixteen years,
and he called on her, and there were tears and embraces, and
God knows what. Syduey Smith told her that she was bound
in honour to set the guarrel up again when he comes to his
senses, and put things into the stafus quo anfe pacem. It
would be hard upon him to find, on getting out of a strait-
waistcoat, that he had been robbed of all his hatreds and hos-
tilities, and seduced into the house of his oldest foe.

March 27th.—~1I did the Duke of Wellington an injustice.
He spoke, but without any violence, in a fairand gentleman-
like manner, a speech creditable to himself, useful and becom-
ing. If there was any disposition on the part of his followers to
light a flame, he at once repressed i6. The whole thing went
off well ; House very full; Harrowby began, and made an ex-
cellent speech, with the exception of one mistake. He dwelb
too much on the difference between this Bill and the last,
as if the difference of his own conduct resulted from that
cause, and this I could see they were faking up in their
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minds, and though he corrected the impression afterwards,
it will be constantly brought up against him, I have no
doubt. After him Carnarvon, who alone was violent, but short;
then Wharncliffe (I am not sure which was first of these two),
very short and rather embarrassed, expressing his ecnewr-
rence with Lord Harrowby; then the Bishop of London,
short also, but strong in his language, much more than Lord
Harrowby; then Lord Grey, temperate and very general,
harping a little too much on that confounded word eficiency,
denying that what he said last year bore the interpretation
that had been put upon it, and ammouncing that he would
give his best ideration to any dments, a very good
speech ; then the Duke, in a very handsome speech,
acknowledging that he was not against all Reform, though
be was against this Bill, because he did not think if it passed
it wonld be possible to carry on the government of the
conntry, but promising that if the Bill went into Committee
he would give his constant attendance, and do all in his
power to make it as safe o measure as possible, So finished
this important evening, much to the satisfaction of the mode-
yate, and to the disgnst of the violent party. Y asked Lord
Holland if he tvas satisfied (in the House after the debate),
and he said, < Yes, yes, very well, but the Bishop's the man;*
and in the evening at Lord Grey’s I found they were all full
of the Bishop. Lord Grey said to me, ¢ Well, you will allow
that I bebaved very well®’ Ysaid, ¢ Yes, very, but the whole
thing was satisfactory, X think,” ¢Yes,’ hesaid, ‘on the whole,
but they were n little too strong, too violent against the
Bill,” becanse Harrowby had declared that he felt the same
objection to the measure he had felt before.  SBefton was
autrageous, talked a vast deal of amusing nonsense, ¢ that be
had never heard such twaddle,” ¢ but that the success was com-
plete, and he looked on Harrowby and Wharneliffe as the two
most enviable men fn the kingdom.’ I have no doubt that
all the uliras will be deeply mortified at the moderation of
Lord Grey and of the Duke of Wellingten, and at the success
0 far of *the Waverers.?

YOL, II. R
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him, was anxious to do so, and intended to advise his friends
to take that course.

April 1st.—Wharncliffe got Lord Grey to put off the
second reading for a few days on account of the Quarter
Sessions, which drew down a precious attack from London-
derry, and was in fact very foolish and unnecessary, as it
looks like a concert between them, of which it is very desir-
able to avoid any appearance, as in fact none exists. The
violence of the Tories continues unabated, and there is no
effort they do not make to secure a majority, and they ex-
pect either to succeed or to bring it to a near thing. In the
meantime the tone of the other party is changed. Dover,
who makes lists, manages proxies, and does all the little
jobbing, whipping-in, busy work of the party, makes out a
clear majority, and told me he now thought the Bill would
get through without Peers. The Government, however, are
all agreed to make the Peers if it turns out to be necessary,
and especially if the Bill should be thrown ouf, it seems clear
that they would by no means go out, but make the Peers
and bring it in again; so I gather from Richmond, and he
who was the most violently opposed of the whole Cabinet fo
Peer-making, is now ready to make any number if necessary.
There is, however, I hope, a disposition to concession, which,
if matters are tolerably well managed, may lead to an
arrangement. Still Wharneliffe, who must have a great deal
to do in Committee, is neither prudent nor popular. The
Tories are obstinate, sulky, and indisposed to agree to any-
thing reasonable. It is the unity of object and the compact-
ness of the party which give the Government strength.
Charles Wood told me the other day that they were well
disposed to a compromise on two special points, one the ex-
clusion of town voters from the right of voting for counties,
the other the metropolitan members. On the first he pro-
posed that no man voting for a town in right of a 107, house
should have a vote for the county in right of any freehold in
that town. That would be half-way between Wharncliffe’s
plan and the present. The second, that Marylebone should
return iwo members, and Middlesex two more—rvery like
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* Grey’s proposition which Harrowby rejected—but T suggested
keeping the whole and varying the quahﬁcat)on, to which he
thought no objection would lie.

At the Duchesse de Dino’s ball the night before last T had
a very anxious conversation with Melbourne about it all.
He said that ¢he really believed there was no strong feeling
in the country for the measure, We talked of the violence
of the Tories, and their notion that they could get rid of the
whole thing. I said the notion was absurd now, but that I
fully agreed with him about the general feeling. ¢ Why, then,’
said he, ¢ might it not be thrown out?’—a consummation I
really believe he would rejoice at, if it could be done. I said
‘because there was o great party which would not letit, which
would agitate again, and that the country wished ardently to
have it settled; that if it could be disposed of for good and
all, it would be a good thing indeed, but that this was now
become impossible. T asked him if s colleagues were im-
pressed as he was with this truth, and he said, ‘ No, I told
him he ought to do everything possible to enforce it, and
to make them moderate, and induce them to concede, to
which he replied, ¢ What dificulty can they have in swallow-
ing the rest after they have given up the rotten boroughs?
That is, in fact, the essential part of the Bill, and the truth is
I do not see how the Government is to be carried on without
them. Some means may be found; a remedy may possibly
present itself, and it way work in practice better than we
now know of, but I am not aware of any, and I do not see
how any Government can be carried on when these are swept
away.’” This was, if not his exact words, the exact sense,
and a pretty avowal for o man to make at the eleventh hour
who has been a party concerned in this Bill during the other
ten. 1 told him I agreed in every respect, but that it was
too late to discuss this now, and that the rotten beroughs
were past saving, that as to the minor points, the Wavercrs
thought them of importance, looked upon them as sccuritics,
compensations, and moreover as what would save their own
honour, and that the less their real importance waa the more
easily might they be conceded. 'We had n great dea) mmoge
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talk, but then it is all talk, and & quo? bon with a man who-
holds these opinions and acts as he does? Let it end as it

may, the history of the Bill, and the means by which it has

been conceived, brought forward, supported, and opposed, will

be most curious and instructive. The division in the Lords

must be very close indeed.

Orloff, who was looked for like the Messiah, at last made
his appearance a few days ago, a great burly Russian, but no
ratification yet.!

I have refrained for o long time from writing down any-
thing about the cholera, because the subject is intolerably
disgusting to me, and I have been bored past endurance by
the perpetual questions of every fool about it. It is not,
however, devoid of interest. In the first place, what has
happened here proves that ¢ the people’ of this enlightened,
reading, thinking, reforming nation are not a whit less bar-
barous than the sexfs in Russia, for precisely the same pre-
judices have been shown here that were found at St. Peters-
burg and at Berlin. The.disease bas undoubtedly appeared
(hitherto) in this country in a milder shape than elsewhere,
but the alarm at its name was so great that the Government
could do no otherwise than take such precautions and means
of safety as appeared best to avert the danger or mitigate its
consequences. Here it came, and the immediate effect was
a great inconvenience to frade and commerce, owing to
restrictions, both those imposed by foreigners generally on
this country and those we imposed ourselves between the
healthy and unhealthy places. This begot complaints and
disputes, and professional prejudices and jealousies urged a
host of combatants into the field, to fight about the existence
or non-existence of cholera, its contagiousness, and any col-
lateral question. The disposition of the public was (and is)
to believe that the whole thing was a humbug, and accord-
ingly plenty of people were found to write in that sense, and
the press lent itself to propagate the same idea. The disease,
however, kept creeping on, the Boards of Health which were

everywhere established immediately became odious, and the

1 [Of the Belgian Treaty.]



1832} TIE CHOLERA IN ENGLAND. 279

vestrics and parishes stoutly resisted all pecuniary demands
for the purpose of carrging into effech the recommendations
of the Central Board or the orders of the Privy Council. In
this town the mob bas taken the part of the anti-cholerites,
and the most disgraceful scenes have occurred, The other
day a Mr. Pope, head of the hospital in Marylebone (Cholera
Hospital) came to the Council Office to complain that a
patient who was being removed with his own consent had
been taken out of his chair by the mob and carried back,
the chair broken, and the beavers and surgeon hardly
escaping with their lives. Furious contests bave taken plaze
about the burials, it having been recommended that bodies
should be burned directly after death, and the mos‘ Fioke
prejudice opposing itself to this recommendation: in dboms
there is no end to the scenes of uproar, violence,-snl 3wzl
ignoranee that have gone on, and this on thr -7 2
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the prosperity of individuals or of classes), but when the ex-
tremes prevail of the most unbounded luxury and enjoyment
and the most dreadful privation and suffering? To imagine
a state of society in which everybody should be well off, or
even tolerably well off, would be a mere vision, as long as
there is a preponderance of vice and folly in the world.
There will always be effects commensurate with their causes,
but it has not always been, and it certainly need not be, that
the majority of the population should be in great difficulty,
struggling to keep themselves afloat, and, what is worse, in
uncertainty and in doubt whether they can earn subsistence
for themselves and their families. Such is the case at pre-
sent, and I believe a general uncertainty pervades every class
of society, from the highest to the lowest; nobody looks upon
any institution as secure, or any interest as safe, and it is ounly
because those universal feelings of alarm which are equally
diffused throughout the mass but slightly affect each indi-
vidual atom of it that we see the world go on as usual, eating,
drinking, laughing, and dancing, and not insensible to the
danger, though apparently indifferent about if.

April 4th.—Charles Wood! came to me yesterday, and
brought a paper showing the various effects of a different
qualification from 10l to 40l for the metropolitan districts,
to talk over the list, but principally to get me to speak to
Harrowby about a foreseen difficulty. The first clause in
the Bill enacts that fifty-siz boroughs be disfranchised. This
gave great offence in the House of Commons, was feebly
defended, but carried by the majority, which was always
ready and required no reason; it was an egregious piece
of folly and arrogance there, here it presents a real embar-
rassment. I told him I knew Harrowby had an invincible
repugnance to it, and that the effect would be very bad if
they split upon the first point. He said he should not de-
fend it, that all reason was against it, but that there it was,
and how was it to be got rid of ? I suggested that it should
be passed over,and that they should go at once to the boroughs

1 [Mr. Charles Wood, afterwards Viscount Halifax, but at this time
private Secretary to Earl Grey, whose daughter he married.]
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eerialim, ‘He said if that clause was omitted n suspicion
would jmmediately arise that there was an intention of
altering Schedule 4, and nothing would avert that but
getting through a great part of it before Easter, snd that this
wight be diffieunlt, as the longest time they could expect to sit
would be three days in Passion Week. He tolked a great
deal about the country expecting this, and that they would
not be satisfed if it was not done, and all the usual jargon
of the Reformers, which it was not worth while to dispute,
and it ended by my promising to talk to Lord Harrowby
about it. This I did last night, and he instantly fiew into
a rage. He said ‘he would not be dragged through the
mire by those scoundrels. It was ar insolence that was
not to be borne ; let them make their Peers if they would, not
Hell itself should wake him vote for fifty-siz; he would vote
for sixty-six or any number but that, that e would not spht
vith the Tories on the first vote; if indeed Zhey would consent
to fifty-six he would, or to anything else they would agree
to, but if the Government brought this forward no considera-
tion on earth should prevent his opposing it” We then
discnssed the whole matter, with the proposed amendments
which Wood and X had talked over with reference to the
metropolitan members and town and county voting, and Lam
to go to-day and propose that after the second reading is
carried they shounld adjourn till after Baster, and give a Jittle
time for the excitement (which there must be} to subside, and
to see how matters stand, and what probability there is of
getting the thing through quietly,

April 6th.~1 called on the Duke of Richmond on Wednes-
day morning, and told him what had passed between Wood
and me, and Lord Harrowby and me afterwards. He was
aware of the difficnlty, and regretted it the more because he
might have to defend it in the House of Lords. He wished
me very much to go to Downing Street and see Lord Grey

* himself if possible before the levce, and he suggested that the
words fifty-six might be left in blank by Lord Grey’s own
motion, that this would be in conformity with the forms of the
House. I set off, but calling at home on my way found Lord
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Harrowby at my door. He came in, and was anxious to know
if I bad said anything ; he was more quiet than the night be-
fore, but still resolved not to agree to fifty-six, though-anxious
to have the matter compromised in some way. TLord Harrowby
wanted to adjourn after the second reading, but owned that
the best effect would be to get through Schedule A before
Baster. Yesterday I saw Wood ; he harped upon the difficulty
and the old strain of the country. I suggested the point of
form which Richmond had mentioned, but he said that could
not be wow in the Bill, as it was sent up from the Commons,
thatif they were beaten on fifty-six the country would consider
it tantamount to throwing out Schedule A, and would highly
approve of a creation of Peers, and that, in fact (if they
wished it), it would be the best opportunity they could have.
I told him that it would heap ridicule upon all the antecedent
proceedings, and the pretext must be manifest, as it would
appear in the course of the discussions what the real reason
was. In the middle of our conversation Ellice came in, and
directly asked if my friends would swallow fifty-six, to which
I said, ‘No.> We had then a vehement dispute, but at last
Wood turned him out, and he and I resumed. We finally
agreed that I should ask Lord Harrowby whether, if Lord
Grey of his own accord proposed to leave out the words fifty-
six, but with an expression of his opinion that this must be
the number, he (Lord Harrowby) would meet him with a
corresponding declaration that he objected to the specifica-
tion of the number in the clause, without objecting to the
extent of the disfranchisement, it being always understood
that what passes between us is unauthorised talk, and to
commit nobody—*¢ without prejudice,” as the lawyers say.

I heard yesterday, however, from Keate, who is attend-
ing me (and who is the King’s surgeon, and sees him when
he is in town), that he saw his Majesty after the levee on
Wednesday, and that he was ill, out of sorts, and in con-
siderable agitation ; that he enquired of him about his health, .
when the King said he had much to annoy him, and that
‘many things passed there (pointing to the Cabinet, out of
which he had just come) which were by no means agreeable,
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and that he had had more than usua] to oecnpy him that
morning,” Keate said he was very sure from his manner
that something unpleasant bad occurred. This was, I bave
since discovered, the question of a creation of Peers again
brought forward, and to which the Xing’s aversion has re-
turned so much so that it is doubtful if he will after all
consent to a lavge one. It seems that unless the Peers are
made (in the event of the necessity arising) Brougham and
Althorp will resign; at least so they threaten. I have scen
enough of threats, and doubts, and scruples, to be satisfied
that there is no certainty that any of them will produce
the anticipated effects, but I am resolved I will try, out of
these various elements, if T cannot work ont something which
may be servicenble to the canse itself, though the materials
Thave to work with arescanty. The Ministers were all day
yesterday settling who the new Peers shall be, so seriously
are they preparing for the coup, They had already fixed
upon Lords Molyneuz, Blandford, Kennedy, Ebrington,
Cavendish, Brabazon, and Charles Fox, Littleton, Portman,
Frederick Lavwley, Western, and many others, and this wonkl
be what Lord Holland calls nssimilating the House of Lords
to the spirit of the other House, and making it harmonise
swith the prevailing sense of the people,

April 8th,~Tiord Harrowby was out of town when I called
there on Friday, so I wrote to him the substance of my con-
versation with Wood, Yesterday he returned. In the evening
I et Wood at dinner at Lord Holland’s, when he told me
that he found on the part of his friends more reluctance than
he had expected fo give up the Hfty-six, that he had done
all he could to persuade them, but they made great objections.
Moreover he had had & conversation with Sandon which he did
not gnite like, as he talked so much of holding the party to-
gether. Al this was to make me think they are stonter than
they really are, for T nm better informed than he thinks for,

Yesterday morning I got more correct information about
what had passed with the King. Lord Grey went 0 Lim
with 2 minute of Cabinet requiring that he should auke
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Pecers in case the second reading was thrown out.! To this
he demurred, raised difficulties and doubts, which naturally
enough alarm the Government very much. However, when
he got back to Windsor he wrote two ietters, explaining his
sentiments, fromwhich it appears that he has great reluctance,
that he will do it, but will not give any pledge beforehand,
that he objects to increasing the Peerage, and wants to call
up eldest sons and make Irish and Scotch Peers, that he did
not say positively he would make the Peers, but that he
would be in the way, and come up when it was necessary.
They think that he has some idea that his pledging himself
beforehand (though in fact he did so two months ago) might
be drawn into an improper precedent. However this may
be, his reluctance is so strong that a great deal may be
made of it, as it is probable (if he continues in the same
mind, and is not turned by some violence of the Opposition)
that he will resist still more making Peers when the Bill is
in Committee to carry the details, some of which he himself
wishes to see altered, but the difficulty is very great. I is
impossible to communicate with the Tory leaders; they will
not believe what you tell them, and if they learnt the King’s
scruples they would immediately imagine that they might
presume upon them to any extent, and stand out more
obstinately than ever. I went to Harrowby last night, and
imparted to him the state of things, which I shall do to
nobody else. To Wharncliffe I dare not. He is not indis-
posed to Wood’s compromise, and I trust this will be settled,
but he still leans to putting off the second reading till after
Easter, and if the Tories also resolve upon that (which they
are mightily disposed to do) he will not separate from them
on that point, and they are sure to carry it. TUnless this
was accompanied with some declaration from them that
they would be disposed to concede the great principles of
the Bill, I think the Government would consider it such an
indication of hostility as to call for an immediate creation

1 [This Cabinet minute of the 3rd of April, 1832, and the King’s remarks
upon it, have been printed in the ¢ Correspondence of William IV, and Earl
Grey,’ vol. ii. p. 307.]
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of Peers, and I doubt whether the King could or would
resist, There are many reasons why it would be desirable
to make the second reading a resting-place, and adjourn then
till after Easter, provided all parties consented, but it would
be very unwise to make it the subject of a contest, and no-
body would ever believe that the real reason was not to get
rid of Schedule A by hook or by crook, or of a good deal of
it. Harrowby will, I am sure, not divide against them on
this, and they will not give it up; that there are means of
resistance, if they were judiciously applied, I am sure, and
if there were temper, discretion, and cordiality, the Bilt
might be licked into a very decent shape.

I went to see Sheridan Knowles' new play the other
night, ¢ The Hunchback.” Very good, and a great success.
Miss Fanny Kemble acted really well—for the first time, in
my opinion, great acting. I Lave not seen anything since
Mrs. Siddons (and perbaps Miss O°Neill) so good.

The Duke of Wellington made a very good speech on
Irish offairs on Friday, one of his best, and he speaks
admirably fo points sometimes and on subjects he understands.
I wish he had let alone that Irish Education—disgraceful
lhmmbug and cant, I don’t know that there is anything
else particularly new. Orloff is made a greab rout with, but
he don’t ratify. The real truth is that the King of Holland
holds out, and the other Powers delay till they see the result
of our Reform Bill, thinking that the Duke of Wellington
may return to power, and then they may make better terms
for Hollaud and dictate to Belgium and to France. If the
Reform Bill is carried, and Government stays in, they will
ratify, and not till then. The cholera is disappearing here
and in the country.

April 9th.—Saw Lord Harrowby yesterday morning. He
can’t make vp his mind what is best to be done, whether to go
into Committee or not. He rather wishes to get through
Schedule 4, but he won't vote against the Tories if they
divide on adjourning. Then went to Wood and fold him
there would be no diffienlty about fifty-siz. Lord Grey
came in, and talked the whole thing over. e said ho
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was ill—knocked up—that in his speech to-day he should
be as moderate and tame as anybody could wish. Irom
what Wood said, and lLe himself afterwards, I should
think they wish to adjourn after the second reading, but to
make a merit of it if they do. Duncannon, whom I saw
afterwards, seemed to be of the same opinion, that it would
be best not to sit in Passion Week. At night Wharncliffe
came back from Yorkshire. He is all for getting into
Schedule A, and making no difficulties about fifty-six or
anything else, and Harrowby, now that he fancies the Govern-
ment want to adjourn, rather wants not, suspecting some
trick. Upon going all over the list, we make out the worst
to give a majority of six, and the best of eighteen, but the
Tories still count upon getting back some of our people. We
had a grand hunt after Lord Gambier’s proxy; he sent it to
Lord de Saumarez, who is laid up with the gout in Guernsey,
and the difficulty was to get at Lord Gambier and procure
another, At last I made Harrowby, who does not know
him, write to him, and Wood sent a messenger after him,
so we hope it will arrive in time.

April 11th.—The day before yesterday Lord Grey intro-
duced the Reform Bill in a speech of extreme moderation ; as
he promised, it was very ‘tame.” The night’s debate was dull;
yesterday was better. Lord Mansfield made a fine speech
against the Bill; Harrowby spoke well, Wharncliffe ill.
Nothing can equal the hot water we have been in—defections
threatened on every side, expectations thwarted and doubts
arising, betting nearly even. Even de Ros came to me in
the morning and told me he doubted how he should vote ; that
neither Harrowby nor Wharncliffe had put the question on
the proper ground, and his reason for seceding -from the
Opposition was the menaced creation of Peers. I wrote to
Harrowby and begged him to say something to satisfy tender
consciences, and moved heaven and. earth to keep De Ros
and Coventry (who was slippery) right, and I succeeded—at
least I believe so, for it is not yet over. Nothing can equal
the anxiety out of doors and the intensity of the interest in
the town, but the debate is far less animated than that of
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nothing of it whatever ; there many of the upper classes have
died of it, Casimir Périer and the Dule of Orleans went to
the Hotel Dieu, and the former was seized afterwards, and has
been very il], though they doubt if it really was cholera, as he
is subject to attacks with the same symptoms.

April 15th.—The debate in the House of Lords was closed
by a remarkable reply from Lord Grey, full of moderation,
and such as to hold out the best hopes of an adjustment of
the question—not that it pacified the ultra-Tories, who were
furious. The speech was so ill reported at that late hour
that it is not generally known what he did say, and many of
those who heard it almost doubt their own accuracy, or
suspect that he went further than he intended, so unlike was
it to his former violent and unyielding language. He said,
with regard to a creation of Peers, that nothing would justify
him in recommending the exercise of that prerogative but a
collision between the two Houses of Parliament, and that in
such a case (he is reported to have said) he should deem it
his duty first to recommend a dissolution, and to ascertain
whether the fecling of the country was with the other House
(these were not the words, but to this effect). If this be at
all correct, it is clear that he cannot make Peers to carry
the clauses, for, in fact, the collision between the two Houses
will not have arrived unless the Commons should reject any
amendments which may be made by the Lords. The tone,
however, of the violent supporters of Government is totally
changed ; at Lord Holland’s last night they were singing in
a very different note, and, now, if the councils of the Lords
are guided by moderation and firmness, they may deal with
the Bill almost as they please; but they must swallow
Schedule A. The difficulties, however, are great; the High
Tories are exasperated and vindictive, and will fiercely fight
against any union with the seceders. The Dulke is moderate
in his tone, ready to act cordially with all parties, but he
owes the seceders a grudge, is anxious to preserve his in-
fluence with the Tories, and will probably insist upon
mutilating the Bill more than will be prudent and feasible.
The Harrowby and Wharncliffe party, now that the second
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reading it over, ceases {o be a party. It was a patched-up,
miscellaneous concern at best, of men who were half-
reasoued, half-frightened over, who could not bear separating
from the Duke, long to return to him, and, besides, are
ashamed of Wharncliffe as a chief. There never was such a
< chef de circonstance.” He is n very honest man, with 2
right view of things and a fair and unprejudiced under~
standing, vain and imprudent, without authority, command-
ing no respect, and in a false position as the ephemeral leader
he is, marching in that capacity pur passn with Harrowby,
who is infinitely more looked up to, but whose bilious com-
plexion prevents his mixing with society and engaging and
persuading others to follow his opinions; nor has he (Lord
Harrowby) any plan or design beyond the object of the mo-
ment. He has no thought of mixing again in publie life, he
does not propose to communicate with anybody on anyihing
further than the middle course to be adopted now, and few
people are disposed to sever the ties on which their future
political existence depends for the sake of cultivating this
short-lived connection. If the Goverament, therefore, look
to the seceders who have carried the question for them to
carry other points, they will find it won't do, for their
followers will melt into the mass of the anti-Reformers, who,
though they will still frown upon the chiefs, will gladly take
back the rank and file. A fortnight will elapse, in the course
of which opportunities will be found of ascertaining the dis-
position of the great party and the probability of an arrange-
ment.

The debate was good on Friday, but very inferior to the
last. Phillpotts got a terrific dressing from Lord Grey, and
was handled not very delicately by Goderich and Durham,
though the latter was too coarse. He had laid himself very
open, and, able as be is, he has adopted a fone and style
inconsistent with his lawn sleeves, ond unnsual on the
Episcopal Bench, He is carried away by his ambition and
his alarm, and horrifies his brethren, who feel all the danger
(in these times) of such a colleagne. The episode of which

VOL. I u
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he was the object was, of course, the most amusing part of
the whole.

Newmarket, April 22nd.—I1l jand laid up with the gout
for this week past. Came here on Friday, the 20th. The
carrying of the second reading of the Bill seems to have
produced no effect. Everybody is gone out of town, the
Tories in high dudgeon. The Duke of Wellington has
entered a protest with all the usual objections, which has
been signed by a whole rabble of Peers, but not by Liyndhurst,
Ellenborough, or Carnarvon, who monopolise the brains of the
party; they declined. In the meantime things look better.
Wharncliffe, Harrowby, and Haddington have had two in-
terviews with Lyndhurst and Ellenborough, and though they
did not go into particulars the result was satisfactory, and
a strong disposition evinced to co-operation and moderation.
It was agreed they should meet again next week, and -see
what could be arranged. On Friday Palmerston sent to
Wharncliffe and desired to see him. They met, and Pal-
merston told him that he came from Lord Grey, who was
desirous of having an interview with him, adding that Lord
Grey had now become convinced that he might make much
more extensive concessions than he had ever yet contem-
plated. He added that Lord Grey would rather see Wharn-
cliffe alone, without Harrowby, whose manner was so snappish
and unpleasant that hie could not talk so much at his ease
as he would to Wharncliffe alone. Wharncliffe replied that
he could have no objection to see Lord Grey, but that he
must fairly tell him his situation was no longer the same,
having put himself in amicable communication with Lynd-
hurst and Ellenborough ; that the concurrence of the Tories
was indispensable to him and his friends to effect the altera-
tions they contemplated, and he could not do anything which
might have to them the appearance of underhand dealing;
that he could tell Lyndhurst and Ellenborough, and if they
made no objection he would see Lord Grey. Ellenborough
was gone out of town, but he went to Lyndhurst, who im-
mediately advised him to see Lord Grey, and said it was
most desirable they should be made acquainted with the
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views and disposition of Government, and he undertook to
write word to the Duke of Wellington of all that had passed.
Lord Grey was unable to leave Sheen yesterday, so it was
arranged that the meeting should be delayed till Wharncliffe’s
zeturn to London. The Duke of Richmond has, however, got
aletter of four sides from Grey, empowering bim to treat here
with Wharneliffe, and Stanley and Graham being expected, it
is very likely some progress may be made. Nothing can
promise better, and if the chiefs of the Tories can be brought
to moderation the stupid obstinacy of the mass will not
matter, aud I do not think they will dare hold out, for when
@ negotiation on such a conciliatory basis is proposed, a
terrible case would be made hereafter againstthose who shonald
refuse to listen to 1t. The advantages are so clear that
nothing would make them persist in the line of aneompro-
mising opposition but an unconguerable repugnance to afford
a triumph to the Waverers, which a successfal termination
would do; not that they would profit by it, for they are so
few, and those who will have been wrong so many, that
clamour will silence justice, and a thousand excuses and
pretences will be found to deprive them of their rightful
credit. It is a Jong time—not probably sivee the days of
Charles IL—that this place {Newmarket) has been the
theatre of a political negotiation, and, conceding the impart-
ance of the subject, the actors are amusing—Richmond,
Graham, Wharncliffe, and myself. By-the-byeit is perfectly
true that (if I have not mentioned it before} the Royal
carriages were all ready the morning of the decision of the
second reading to take the King to the House of Lords to
provogue Parliament, and on Tuesday the Peers would have
appeared in the ¢ Gazette”

London, May 12th~Nothing written for a long time,
nor had I anything to write till a few days ago. From the
time of Wharneliffo’s departure I heard nothing,and I bitterly
regret now not haviag been in town last week! The Cons

1 It was on the Ttk of May that the Lords went into Committee on the
Bill, and Lord Lyndburst's motion to pustpone the dfranchising clzusey
mml after the enfranchising clavses bad been soreed fo was eorried be o
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anitice stood for Monday ; on Triday se’nnight last I was
atl Buckenham, when the Dulke of Rutland told me he was
going to London, that they meant to divide on Monday on
a proposal to postpone Schedules A and B till after C and
D, and expected to beat the Government; I wrote by that
post to Lady Harrowby, saying I hoped this was not true,
and that if it was it appeared to me most injudicious. On
Tuesday I received by the post a letter from Wharneliffe,
saying that they had been in frequent communication with
Llenborough and Lyndhurst, that the Opposition were pre-
pared to malke great and satisfactory concessions, and he
thought all would go off well. The only difficulty he appre-
hended was from the postponement of the disfranchising
clause, which the Tories insisted on, and to which he and
Harrowby had thought it right to agree. The next day I
received a second letter, with an account of the debate and
its consequences, to which I wrote him a trimming reply,
and another to Lady Harrowby, expressing my sentiments
on their conduct on the occasion. Before all this happened
Wharncliffe bad had to encounter abuse of every kind, and
he has certainly continued to play his cards in such a way,
from first to last, as to quarrel with Whigs and Tories in suc-
cession.  With very good intentions, and very honest, he has
exposed himself to every reproach of insincerity, intrigue,
and double-dealing.

On arriving in town I found a mnote from him, desiring
T would see him and hear his defence of himself before I
expressed elsewhere the opinion I had given to him. Ac-
cordingly I went to Boodle’s, where I found him, and he
immediately began his case. He said that on his return to
town he saw Lord Grey, who said that he wished to know
what were the intentions of his party, and how far they
were disposed to go, and what concessions they looked for.
He replied that Lord Grey must understand that he now

majority of thirty-five against the Government. The seventeen Peers who
had assisted to carry the second reading on the 11th of April relapsed into
the Conservative ranks, and the result was, for the moment, such as to stop
the progress of the Bill and turn out the Government,]
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stood in a very different position, and that, reunited as he
was with the Tories, he must ach with them-—much, in
short, what he had before said to Palmerston. They then
discussed the question, and he szid that there was one point
for which Lord Grey ought to be prepared, 2nd that he knew
the Tories were much bent upon proposing the postponement
of Schedules A and B. Lord Grey said this would be pro-
ductive of the greatest embarrassment, that it would be o
thing they could not agree to, and he hoped he would do all
in his power to prevent it. Wharncliffe said that he would
endeavour, but he believed they were very eager nbout it,
and he added that Lord Grey mght be sure e would support
nothing caleulated to interfere with the essential provi-
sions of the Bill. After this his and Harrowby’s communi-
cations with Ellenborough and his friends continued, and on
the Saturday (I think) Lyndhurst told him that the Tories
were so irrevocably bent upon this, and that they were so
difficult to manage and so disposed to fly off) that it was
absolutely necessary to give way to them, and it must be
proposed, though ke would gladly have waived it, but that
was impossible ;5 wpon which Harrowby and Wharneliffe
gave in and agreed to support it. One of them (Hadding-
ton, I think) saggested that Wharneliffe ought to communi-
cotethis intention to Lord Grey, to which, however, Lyndburst
objected, said that the Worles were suspicious, had already
iaken umbrage at the communications between Wharnelifie
aund Grey, and that it must not be. To this prohibition
Wharneliffe fatally submitted, and accordingly not a word
was said by anybody till the afternoon of the debate, whea
just before it began Wharncliffe told the Duke of Richmond,
who of course told Lord Grey, Wharncliffe at the same titne
liad some conversation with John Russell and Stanley, who
strongly deprecated this intention, but it was too late to
arrange or compromise anything then. The debate came on;
the proposition was made in a very aggravating speech by
Lyndhurst, and on its being earried Lord Groy threw up the
Bill and the Government in a passion. It is the more remark-
able that they should have taken this course at once, because
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they certainly had very strong reason to doubt whether the
Kipg would consent to a creation of Peers, though they pro-
bably thought he might be bullied upon an occasion which
they fancied they could turn to great account; but he was
stout and would not hear of it.

The day after the debate Grey and Brougham went down
to Windsor and proposed to the King to malke fifty Peers.
They toolk with them a minute of Cabinet signed by all the
members except the Duke of Richmond. Palmerston pro-
posed it in Cabinet, and Melbourne made no objection. His
Majesty took till the next day to consider, when he accepted
their resignations, which was the alternative they gave him.
At the levee the same day nothing occurred; the King
hardly spoke to the Dulke, but he afterwards saw Lyndhurst
(baving sent for him). I do not know what passed between
them, but the Duke of Wellington was soon sent for. The
Duke and Lyndhurst endeavoured to prevail on Peel to take
the Government upon himself, and the former offered to act
in any capacity in which he could be useful, but Peel would
not. Some communication also took place between Lynd-
hurst and Harrowby, but the latter declared at once he would
support the new Government, but not take office. When Peel
finally declined, the Duke accepted, and yesterday at three
o’clock he went to St. James’s. The King saw Peel and the
Speaker. Nothing is kmown of the formation of the Cabinet,
but the reports were first that Alexander Baring was to be
the Chaneellor of the Exchequer, and since that he has refused
on account of his health, and that Liyndhurst is to go to the
King’s Bench, Tenterden to retire, and the Great Seal to be

. put in commission.

4 The first acs of the Duke was to advise the King to re-
ject the address of the Birmingham Union, which he did, and
said he Lknew of no such body. Al very proper. In the
morning T called upon Wood at the Treasury, to explain to
him that I had never been cognisant of the late proceedings
in the House of Lords, and that I was far from approving the
conduct of my old associates. He said he had never believed
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that T wag any party to it, and regretted that I had not been
in town, when it was just possible I might have persuaded
them of the unworthiness of the course they were taking.
He said that I did not lmow how bad it was, for that
‘Wharncliffe had distinctly said that if such a thing was pro-
posed he should oppose it, and that Palmerston was present
when he said so. This Wharncliffic positively denies, and
yesterday he went to Palmerston to endeavour to explain,
taking with him a minute which he snid he had drawn up at the
time of all that passed, but which he had never before shown
or submitted for correetion, and which Palmerston told him
was incorrect, inasmuch as it omitted that engagement.
They are at issue as to the fact, The position of the re-
spective parties is curious, The Waverers undertook o task
of great difficalty with slender means, and they accomplished
it with complete success. All turned out as they expected
and desired, but, after having been in confidential commu.
nication with both parties, they have contrived meortally to
offend both, and to expose themselves to odium from every
quarter, and to an universal imputation of insincerity and
double-dealing, and this without any other fault than mis-
management and the false position in which they found
th Ives, without inft or power, between two mighty
parties. The Tories, who have exhibited nothing but obsti-
nacy and unrensonableness, and who thwarted the Waverers
by every means they could devise, have reaped all the bene-
fit of their efforts, and that without admitting ihat they
were right or thanking them for bringing matters to this
pass. They are triumphant, in spite of all they did to pre-
vent their own iriumph, and have had all the spiteful
pleasure of abuse and obloquy, all the glory of consistency,
and the satisfaction of pertinacity, with all the advantages
that an opposite line of duct ised to give them
{Their trivmph was of short duratxon, and nothing so com-~
plete as their final discomfiture.]

The King teok leave of his Ministers with o grc:xt, effusion
of tenderness, particularly to Richmond, whom Le entreated
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to remain in office ; but I take it that he easily consoles him-
self, and does not care much more for one Minister than
another. b

The debate in the House of Commons was not so violent
as might have been expected, and the Tories were greatly
elated with the divisions on Ebrington’s motion, because there
was a majority less by fifty-six than on a similar motion
when the Bill was rejected in October. The circumstances
were, however, different, and some would not vote because
they disapprove of creating Peers, which this vote would
have committed them to approve of. There is so much of
wonder, and curiosify, and expectation abroad that there is
less of abuse and exasperation than might have been- ex-
pected, but it will all burst forth. The town is fearfully quiet.
‘What is odd enough is that the King was hissed as he left
London the other day, and the Duke cheered as he came out of
the Palace. There have been some meetings, with resolutions
to support the Bill, to express approbation of the Ministers,
and to protest against the payment of taxzes, and there will
probably be a good deal of bustle and bluster here and else-
where; but I do not believe in real tumults, particularly when
the rabble and the unions know that there is a Government
which will not stand such things, and that they will not be able
to bandy compliments with the Duke as they did with Althorp
and John Russell,not but what much dissatisfaction and much
disquietude must prevail. The funds have not fallen, which
is a sign that there is no alarm in the City. At this early
period of the business it is difficult to form any opinion of
what will happen; the present Government in opposition
will again be formidable, but I am disposed to think things
will go on and right themselves ; we shall avoid a creation of
Peers, but we must have a Reform Bill of some sort, and per-
haps a harmless one after all, and if the elements of disorder
can be resolved into tranquillity and order again, we must
not quarrel with the means that have been employed, nor
the quantum of moral injustice that has been perpetrated.

The Tories are very indignant with Peel for not taking
office, and if, as it is supposed, he is to support Government
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you are & young man.’ “Sir, I am afraid I cannot flatter
myself that I have any right to that appellation.” <O, yes;
you are a young man—at all events in comparison with me—
and you will probably come into office again ; but I am an old
man, and I am afraid T shall not have the pleasure of secing
you there.” It is supposed that this coup has been preparing
for some time.  All the Royal Family, bastards and all, have
been incessantly at the King, and he has probably had more
difliculty in the long run in resisting the econstant importu-
nity of his enfourage, and of his womankind particularly, than
the dictates of his Ministers; and between this gradunal but
powerful impression, and his real opinion and fears, he was
not sorry to scize the first good opportunity of shaking off
1he Whigs. When Lord Anglescy went to take leave of him
at Windsor he was struck with the change in his sentiments,
and told Lady Anglesey so, who repeated it to my brother.

It is gratifying to find that those with whom T used to
dispute, and who would hear of nothing but rejecting the
second reading, now admit that my view was the correct one,
and Vesey IMitzgerald, with whom I had more than one dis-
cussion, complimented me very handsomely upon the justifi-
cation of my view of the question which the event had
afforded. The High Tories, of course, will never admit that
they could have been wrong, and have no other resource but
to insist holdly that the King never would have made Peers
at all!

London, May 17¢th.—The events of the last few days have
passed with a rapidity which hardly left time to think upon
them—such sudden changes and transitions from rage to
triumph on one side, and from foolish exultation to mortifica-
tion and despair on the other. The first impression was that
the Duke of Wellington would succeed in forming a Govern-
ment with or without Peel. The first thing he did was to try

1 [Ereryone Jnows how short-lived were the expectatipns caused by the
temporary resignation of Lord Grey’s Government. Tt will be seen in the
following pages how soon the vision passed away; but the foregoing pas-
precisely because they contain a vivid and faithful picture

sages are retained

of the state of opinion at the moment.]
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and prevail upon Peel to be Prime Minister, but he wasinexor-
able. He then turned to Baring,' who, after much hesitation,
agreed to be Chancellor of the Exchequer. The work went
on, but, with diffjeulty, for neither Peel, Goulburn, nor Croker
would tale office. They then tried the Speaker, who was
mightily tempted to become Secretary of State, but still
donbting and fearing, and reguiring time to make np lus
mind. At an interview with the Duke and Lyndhurst at
Apsley House he declared his sentiments on the existing
state of affaits in o speech of three hours, to the unutterable
disgust of Lyndhurst, who returned Lome, flung himself into
a chair, and said that <he could not endure to have anything
to do with such a damned tiresome old bilch After these
three hours of oratory Manners Sutton desired to have till
the next morning (Monday) to make up his mind, which he
again begged might be extended till the evening. On that
evening (Monday) ensued the memorable night in the House
of Commons, which everybody agrees was such a scene of
violence and excitement ns never had been exhibited within
those walls. Tavistock told me he had never heard anything
at all like it, and to his dying day should net forget it. The
House was crammed to suffocation; every violent sentiment
and vituperative cxpression was received with shouts of ap-
probation, yet the violent speakers were listened to with the
greatest attention.? Tom Duncombe madeone of his blustering
Radical harangues, full of cvery sort of impertinence, which
wasgreceved with immense applause, but which contrasted with
an admurable speech, full of dignity, but also of sarcasm and
severity, from John Russcll—the best he ever made, The con-
duet of the Duke of Wellington in taking office lo carry the Bill,
which was not denied, but which his friends fechly attempted
to justafy, was assailed with the most mereilesy severity, and
(what made tho greatest jmpression) was condemned (though
in morc measured terms) by moderate men and Tories, such
as Inglis aud Davies Gilbert. Baring, who spoke four times,

1 JAlexander Daring, afterwards Lord Ashburton.) X
3 [The debate arose on n petition of the City of London, praying that the
flouse would refuse supplies until tho Reform Bill had become law.]
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at last proposed that there should be a compromise, and that
the ex-Ministers should resume their seats and carry the -
Bill. This extraordinary proposition was drawn from him

by the state of the House, and the mmpossibility he at once

saw of forming a new Government, and without any previous

concert with the Dulke, who, however, entirely approved of

what he said. After the debate Baring and Sutton went to "
Apsley House, and related to the Duke what had taken

Place, the former saying he would face a thousand devils

rather than such o House of Commons. From that moment

the whole thing was at an end, and the next morning (Tues-

day) the Duke repaired to the King, and told him that he

could not form an Administration. This communication, for

which the debate of the previous night had prepared every-

body, was speedily known, and the joy and triumph of the

" Whigs were complete. ’

The King desired the Duke and Lyndhurst (for they went
together) to advise him what he should do. They advised
him to write to Lord Grey (which he did), informing him that
the Duke had given up the commission to form a Govern-
ment, that he had heard of what had fallen from Mr. Baring
in the House of Commons the night before on the subject of
a compromise, and that he wished Lord Grey to return and
resume the Government upon that principle. Lord Grey
sent an answer full of the usual expressions of zeal and
respect, but saying that he could give no answer unt?l he
had consulted his colleagues. He assembled his Cabinet,
and at five o’clock the answer was sent.!

Yesterday morning Lord Grey saw the King. ; but up to
last night nothing was finally settled, everyt}nng turning
upon the terms to be exacted, some of the v1$>le11.t of uh.e
party desiring they should avail them.selves of ﬂllS‘ oppor-
%unity to male Peers, both to show the.lr power and 11101'6‘2}156
their strength; the more moderate, including Lord 6.1 ey
himself and many of the old Peer-malkers, were for sparing
the King’s feelings and using their victory with moderation,

1 [These communications have been published in the ¢ Correspondence of
Earl Grey with William IV., vol.ii. pp. 406-411.]
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all, however, agreeing that the only condition ou which they
could return was the certainty of carrymg the Teform
Bill unaltored, either by a creation of Peers or by the veces-
sion of its opponents. Up to tho presont moment the
matter stands thus: the King at the werey of the Whigs,
Jjust ns averse as ever to make Peors, the violent wishiug to
press him, the moderate wishing to spare him, all partios
railing at each other, the Torics broken and discomfited, nud
meditating no further resistanco to the Reform Bill, The
Duke is to make his exposd {o-night.

Peel, who has kept himsclf out of tho scrape, is strongly
suspected of being anything but sorry for the dilemnma into
which the Duke has got himself, and they think tlut he
secretly encouraged him to persevere, with promiscs of pre-
sent support and future co-operation, with o shrewd anticipn.
tion of the fate that awaited him, Tum by no means indis.
posed to give credit to this, for T well remember ths wrath of
Peel when the Duke’s Government was broken up in 1810, and
the various instances of secret distike and waut of read cordi.
ality which have peeped from under a decent nppearanco of
union and friendship. Nothing can be more certain than that
he is in high spirits in the midst of it all, and talles with great
complacency of ity being very well as jt is, and that the eal.
vation of character is everything; and this from Ytdm, who
fancies be has saved his own, and addressed 1o those who
have forfeited theirs, is amusing.

The joy of the King at what he thought was to T Jix
deliverance from the Whigs was uohounded. He lorf 2
time in putting the Duke of Wellington 3n powawdon of
everything that had faken place bedwecn him wod then vy
the snbjeet of Reform, and with regard {o fhe ereciig of
Yoers, admitting that he had eoncented, Intl sieing Lo fad
bevn pubfoctod bo every species of permectfon,  Hir iz, e,
wrezknes s, pid Yoty pod hivs i on golwoondde B oo o
Lira b Yo amire 0f g wiblient old gontlomen Sn 4ile €l
Bt T Sficonss B T gl S yostondiyg b g0 e e ot dingee
2 the Soekey Cluby st bl it aitheteiving (20 gy o e
2eszeed b epo flent epirite g wed (s Bovss o puds g
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number of speeches, so ridiculons and nonsensical, heyond
all belief but to those who heard them, rambling from one
subject to another, repeating the same thing over and over
again, and altogether such a mass of confusion, trash, and
imbecility as made one langh and blush at the same time,
As soon as the Duke had agreed to try and form a
Government he applied to the Tories, who nearly all agreed
to support him, and were prepared to go to all lengths, even
to that of swallowing the whole Bill if necessary ; the Duke
of Neweastle particularly would do anything. These were
the men who were so squeamish that they could not be
brought to support amendments even, unless they were per-
mitted to twrn the schedules upside-down, straining at gnats
out of office and swallowing camels in. It is remarkable
that after the sacrifice Wharncliffe made to re-ingratinte
himself with the Tories, incurring the detestation and abuse
of the Whigs, and their reproach of bad faith, the former
have utterly neglected him, taking no notice of him whatever
during the whole of their proceedings from the moment of
the division, leaving him in ignorance of their plans and
intentions, never inviting him to any of their meetings, and
although a communication was made by 'Lyndh}u"st to
Harrowby (they wanted Harrowby to be Prime M'nnster),
the latter was not at liberty to impart it to Wha,rnc.hﬁ'e. It
is not possible to be more deeply mortified ﬂ.l{ml he is at juho
treatment he has experienced from these allies after hqvm,g
so committed himself. From the account of the Kl;gz
levity throughout these proceedings, I strongly S“SPVCCE Hft
if hie lives) he will go mad. While the Duke and Lynd st
(if he : ; f the most critical moments (I forget
were with him, at one o i thot somethine
now at which) he said, ¢<T have been thinking that something

i ntine with regard to Hanover. Dulke, you are now 11;)

s wa e . -

;1[' ; ter bfmd T beg you will think of this; T should hl:e- 0
¢ =} 3 ;)

Minister, ¢ Beloium, which would be a convenient addition

have aslice of belgium,

S (|

. X O1l. N
SUbJéCt ﬂiz)trlwil;lzap night before last the Dule nmd;z Ih;:
17 tMaZnt it was extremely clear, but very bald, and le
statement.
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his case just where it was, as he did not say anything that
eversbody did not know before. Mis friends, however,
extolled it as a moasterpiece of elognence and a complete
vindication of himself, The Tory Lords who spoke after him
bedaubed him with praise, and vied with each other in
expressions of admiration, These were Carnarvon, Win-
chelsen, and Haddington. There was not opve word from
the Duke (nor from the others) indicative of an intention to
secede, which was what the Government expected. His
speech contained a sort of covert attack upon Peel; in fact,
Lie could not defend himself without attacking Peel, for if the
one wasin the right in taking office the other must have been
in the wrong in refusing to join him. There was nothing,
however, which was meant as a reproach, though out of the
House the Duke’s friends do not conceal their anger that
Pec] wonld not embark with him in his desperate enterprise.

TLyndburst was exceedingly able, highly excited, very
eloguent, and contrived vo make his casew good one. It was
a fine display and very short. Carnarvon and Mansfield
were outrageonsly violent, tut both in their way clever, and
parts of the speech of the lat{er weve eloquent. Lord Grey was
excellent, short, very temperate and judicious, exactly what
was reguisite and nothing more. Nobody else spoke on his
side, except Mulgrave af the end.

The debate, however interesting, left the whole matter in
uncertainty ; and the next day the old question began again.
What was to be done—Peers or no Peers? A Cabinet sat
nearly all day, and Lord Grey went once.or twice to the
King. He, poor man, ¥as ab his wits’ end, and {ried an
experiment (not a very constitutional one) of his own by
writing to n number of Pecrs, entreating them to withdraw
their opposition to the Bill, These letters were written (U
think) before the debate, On Thursday nothing was settled,
and at nnother meeting of the Cabinet o minute was drasm up
agreeing to offer again the same advice to the King. Before
this was acted npon Richmond, who had been absent, arrived,
and ke prevailed wpon bis colleagues to cancel it. In the
meantime the Doke of Wellington, Lyndhurst, and other
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Peers had given the desired assurances to the King, which
he coTnmunlchted to Lord Grey. These weré accepted as
sufficient securities, and declarations made accordingly in
both Houses of Parliament. If the Ministers had again gone
to the King with this advice, it is impossible to say how it
would have ended, for he had already been obstinate, and
might have continued so on this point, and he told Lord
Verulam that he thought it would be contrary to his corona-
tion oath to make Peers. Our princes have strange notions
of the obligations imposed by their coronation oath.

On Thursday in the House of Commons Peel made his
statement, in which, with great civility and many expressions
of esteem and admiration of the Duke, he pronounced as
bitter a censure of his conduct, while apparently confining
himself to the defence of his own, as it was possible to do,
and as such it was taken. I have not the least doubt that he
did it con amore, and that he is donbly rejoiced to be out of
the serape himself and to leave others in it. L .

May 31st.—Since I came back from Newmarket there has
not been much to write about. A calm has succeeded the
storm. Last night Schedules A and B were galloped
through the Committee, and they finished the business. On
Thursday next the Bill will probably be read a third time.
In the House of Lords some dozen Tories and Waverers have
continued to keep up a little skirmish, and a good deal of
violent language has been bandied about, in which the Whigs,
being the winners, have shown the best temper. In society
the excitement has ceased, but the bitterness remains. The
Tories are, however, so utterly deféated, and the victory of
their opponents is so complete, that the latter can afford to
be moderate and decorous in their tone and manner ; and the
former are exceedingly sulky, cockering up each other with
much self-gratulation and praise, but aware that in the
opinion of the mass of mankind they are covered with odium,
ridicule, and disgrace. Peel and the Duke are ostensibly
great friends, and the ridiculous farce is still kept up of
each admiring what he would not do himself, but what the

other did..
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June 1st.—~Met the Duke of Wellington at dimner yes.
terday, and afterwards had a long talk with him, not on
politics. T nmever see and converse with him without re-
proaching myself for the sort of hostility T feel and express
towards his political conduct, for there are a simplicity, o
gaiety, and natural urbanity and good-humour in him which
are remarkably captivating in so great a man., We talked
of Dumont’s book and Louis XVIIL's ‘Memoirs.” Isaid I
thonght the ¢ Memoirs ” were not genuine. He said he was
sure they were, that they bore the strongest internal evidence
of being so, particularly in their accuracy as to dates; that he
was the best chronologist in the world, and that he knew the
day of the week of every event of importance. He once asled
the Duke when he was born, snd when he told him the day
of the month and year, he at once said it was on a Tuesday;!
that he (the Duke) had remembered that throughout the book
the day of the week was always mentioned, and many of the
aneedotes he had himself heard the King tell. He then
talked of him, and I was surprised to hear him eay that
Charles X. was o cleverer man, as far as knowledge of the
world went, though Louis XVIIL was much better informed
~—n most curious remark, considering the history and end of
each. [Nothing could be more mistaken and untrue than
this opinion.] That Louis XVIIL was always governed,
and o favourite indispensable to him. At the Congress of
Vienna the Duke was deputed to speak to M. de Blaeas, his
then favourite, and tell him that his unpopularity was so
great in France that it was desirable he should not return
there. Blacas replied, ¢ You don’t know the King; he must
have a favourite, and he had better have me than another,
T shall go; he will have another, and you should take pains
to put a gentl in that situation, for he is capable of
taking the first person that finds access {0 bim and the

t [If, ns is commonly stated, the Duke of Wellington was horn on the
st of Mag, 1769, that dny fell on n Monday, and the King was srong. Bt
T am informed that the baptism of Arthur Wellestey was registered on the
30th of April, 1709, and 3f, as the Duke seems to imply, he was born on a
Tuesday, that would throw hack his birth to Tuesdsy, April 25th. Dut
men zeldom know the day of the week on which they wers born.] .

VOL. I X
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cratic we have ever seen, and Ellice told me that they cannot
hear of a single tmproper person likely fo be elected for any
of the new places, [Their choice did not correspond with
this statement of their disposition.] The metropolitan dis~
iricts want rank and talent, The Government and their
people have now found out what a fool the King is, and it is
very nmusing to hear them on the subject. Formerly, when
they thought they bad him fast, he was very honest and
rather wise; now they find him rather shuffling and exceed-
ingly silly. When Normanby went to take leave of him on
going to Jamaica he pronounced a harangue in favour of
the slave trade, of which he has always been a preat ad-
mirer, and expressed sentiments for which his subjects would
tear him fo pieces if they heard them. It is one of the great
evils of the recent convulsion that the King’s imbecility has
been exposed to the world, and in his person the regal
authority has fallen into contempt; his own persomal un-
popularity is not of much consequence as long as it does not
degrade his office; that of George IV, never did, so little so
that he could elways as King cancel the bad impressions
which he made in his individual capacity, and he frequently
did so. Walter Scott i3 arrived here, dying. A great
mortality among great men: Goethe, Périer, Champollion,
Cuvier, Scott, Grant, Mackintosh, all died within a few weeks
of each other,

June 25th.—~A% Fern Hill all last week; o great party,
nothing but racing and gambling; then to Shepperton, and
1o town on Saturday. The event of the races was the King's
having his head knocked with o stone. It made very little
sensation on the spot, for he was not hurt, and the fellow
was a miserable-looking ragamuffin. i, however, produced
a great burst of loyalty in both Houses, and their Majestics
were loudly cheered at Ascot. The Dake of Wellington, who
had been the day before mobbed in London, also reaped o
little harvest of returning popularity from the assault, and
50 far the outrages have done rather good than harm.

July 12th—The suttee case was decided ab the Privy
Council on Soturday last, and was not uninteresting, The

x2
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Chancellor, Lord President, Graham, John Russell and Grant,
Sir Edward East, the Master of Rolls, Vice-Chancellor, Lord
Amherst, and Lord Wellesley were present (the latter not the
Inst day). Lushington was for the appeal, and Horne and
Starkie against. The former made two very able and ingenions
speeches ; when the counsel withdrew the Lords gave their
opinions seriatim. Leach made a very short and very neat
speeeh, condemning the order! of the Governor-General, but
admitting the danger of rescinding it, and recommending,
iherefore, that the exceution of it should he suspended. Sir
Iidward Tast, in o long, diffusive harangue, likewise con-
demmed the order, hut was against suspension; Sir James
Graham was against the order, but against suspension ; Lord
Ambherst the same. The rest approved of the order altogether.
John Russell gave his opinion very well. The Chancellor was
prolix and confused ; he hit upon a bit of metaphysics in one
of the cases on which he took pleasure in dilating. The result
was that the petition was dismissed.

I Xnow nothing of politics for some time past. The
Reform fever having subsided, people are principally occupied
with speculations on the next elections. At present there
is every appearance of the return of a House of Commons
very favourable to the present Government, but the Tory
party keeps together in the House of Lords, and they are
animated with vague hopes of being able to turn out the
Ministry, more from a spirit of hatred and revenge than
from any clear view of the practicability of their carrying
on the Government. I conceive, however, that as soon as
Parliament is up there will be a creation of Peers. In the
House of Commons the Irish Tithe question has been the
great subject of interest and discussion. O’Connell and the
Irish members debate and adjourn just as they please, and
Althorp is obliged to give way to them. When Stanley
moved for leave to bring in his Bill he detailed his plan in
a speech of two hours. They thought fit tc? oppose this,

T The order was a decree of the Governor-General of India abolishing
the practice of suttee, against which certain Hindoos appenled to th?
King in Council. Another party, however, were in favour of the order,
and the Rajah Rammohun Roy is acting in this country as their agent.
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wwhich is quite unusual, and O'Connell &id not arrive il
after Stanley had sat down. Not having heard his speech
he could not answer him, and he therefore moved the ad-
journment. Upon a former occasion, during the Reform
Bill, when the Tories moved an adjournment after many
hours' debate, the Government opposed it, and voted on
through the night till seven o’clock in the morning; now
the Tories were ready to support Government against the
Trish members, but they would not treat the Radicals as
they did the Tories, and then on a subsequent oceasion they
submitted to have the debate adjourned.

0°Conmnell issupposed to be hiorridly afraid of the cholera,
He has dodged about between London and Dublin, 2 the
disease appeared first at one and then the other place, and
now that it is everywhere he shirks the House of Commons
from fear of the heat and the atmosphere. The cholera is
here, and diffuses & certain degree of alarm. Sowme servants
of people well kmown have died, and that frightens o}l other
servants out of their wits, and they frighten their masters;
the death of any one person they are acquainted with terrifies
people mueh more than that of twenty of whom they Jmew
nothing. As long as they read daily returns of a parcel of
deaths here and there of A, B, and C they do not mind,
but when they hear that Lady such a one’s nurse or Sir
somebody’s footman is dead, they fancy they see the disease
actually at their own door,

July 15th.~1 had o good deal of conversation yesterday
with Lord Duncannon and Lord John Russell about Ireland.
The debate the night before lasted till four o’clock. O’Connell
made a furious speech, and Dawson the other evening another,
talking of resistance and of his readiness to join in it. This
drewup Peel, who had spoken before, and who, when attacked
with cries of ¢Spoke!’ said, ¢ Yes, T have spoken, but I will
say that no party considerations shall prevent my supporting
Government in this measure, and giving them my cordial
support,” He was furious with Dawson, and gob up in
order to throw him over, though he did not nddress himself
to him, or to anything he had said expressly. John Russell
spake oub what ought to have been said long ago, that the
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Church could not stand, but that the present clergymen
must be paid. Both he and Duncannon are aware of the
false position in which the Government is placed, pretending
to legislate with a knowledge that their laws cannot be
enforced, and the latter said that, whatever might be done,
the Irish would take nothing at the hands of Stanley. It
is unfortunate that his attachment to the Church makes
him the unfittest man in the country to manage Irish affairs,
and he has contrived to make himself so personally unpopular
that with the best intentions he could not give satisfaction.
Under these circumstances his remaining there is impossible,
but what is to be done with him® He is of such importance
in the House of Commons that they cannot part with him.
I asked John Russell why they did not send Hobhouse to
Ireland and make Stanley Secretary of War. He said would
he consent to exchange? that he was tired of office, and
would be glad to be out. I said I could not suppose in such
an emergency that he would allow any personal considerations
to influence him, and that he would consent to whatever
arrangement would be most beneficial to the Government
and conducive to the settlement of Irish affairs. The truth
is (as I told him) that they are with respect to Ireland in
the situation of a man who has got an old house in which
he can no longer live, not tenable; various architects propose
this and that alteration, to build a room here and pull down
one there, but at last they find that all these alterations will
only serve to malke the house habitable a little while longer,
that the dry rot is in it, and that they had better begin, as
they will be obliged to end, by pulling it down and building
up a new one. - He owned this was true, but said that here
another difficulty presented itself with regard to Stanley—
whether he would, as a leading member of the Cabinet, con-
sent to any measures which might go so much further than
he would be disposed to do. I said that I could not imagine
(whatever might be his predilections) that his mind was not
awakened to the necessity of giving way to the state of things,
and that he might consent to measures which he felt he was
not a fit person to introduce and recommend. He assented
to this. He then talked of the views of the Protestants, of
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the Lefroys, &e.; that they began to admit the necessity of
a change, but by no means would consent to the alienation
of Church property from Protestant uses; that they were
willing where there was o large parish consisting entirely
of Catholics that the tithes should be taken from the rector
of such parish and given to one who had o large Protestant
flock—an arrangement which would disgust the Catholies as
much as or more than any other, and be considered a perfect
mockery., The fact is we may shift and change and wriggle
about as much as we will, we may examine and report and
make laws, but tithe, the tithe system is at an end. The
people will not pay them, and there are no means of com-
pelling them, The march of events is just ag certain as that

. of the seasons, The guestion which is eaid to be beset with
diffienlties is in fact very easy-—that is, its difficulties arise
from conflicting interests and passions, and not from the
uncertainty of its operation and end, Those conflicting
passions are certainly very great and very embarrassing,
and it is no easy matter to deal with them, but it seems to
me thab the wisest policy is to keep our eyes steadfastly fixed
on the end, and, admitting the inevitable conclusion, labour
to bring it about with the smallestamount of individual loss,
the greatest general benefit, and the best chance of perma~
nence and stability, By casting lingering looks at the old
system, and endeavouring to save something here and there,
by allowing the Church to remain in the rags and tatters
of its o} supremacy, we shall foster those hostile feelings
which it is essential to put down for ever, and leave the
seeds of grievance and hatred to spring up ina foture harvest
of agitation und confusion.

July 25th.—~Nothing of moment has occurred lately; the
dread of cholern absorbs everybody. Mrs, Smith, young and
beautiful, was dressed to go to church on Sunday morning,
when she was seized with the disorder, never had a chance of
rallying, and died ot eleven at night.  This event, shocking
enough in itself from its sudderiness and the youth and beauty
of {be person, has created a terrible alarm ; many people bave
taken flight, and others are suspended between their hopes of
safety in country nir and their dread of being removed from
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metropolitan aid. The disease spreads gradually in all direc-
tions in town and country, but without appearing like an
epidemic; it is scattered and uncertain ; it brings to light
horrible distress. We, who live on the smooth and plausible
surface, know little of the frightful appearance of the howels
of society.

Don Pedro has never been heard of since he landed, and
nobody scems much to care whether he or Miguel succeed.
The Tories are for the latter and the Whigs for the former.
In a fourth debate on the Russian Dutch Loan Ministers
got a good finale, a large division, and a brilliant speech
from Stanley, totally unprepared and prodigiously successful.
Nothing could be worse in point of tactics than renewing this
contest, neither party having, in fact, a good case. Parlia-
ment is going to separate soon, and the cholera will accelerate
the prorogation; not a step has been made towards an ap-
proximation between the rival parties, who appear to be
animated against each other with unabated virulence. The
moderate Tories talk of their desire to see the Government
discard their Radical friends, but the great body give them no
encouragement to do so by evincing any diminished hostility
to them as a party. Opinions are so different as to the
probable composition of the next Parliament, that it is
difficult to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion about it. The
Tories evidently expect that they shall reappear in very
formidable strength, though in particular places the Tory
party is entirely crushed; the sooner it is so altogether the
Detter, for no good can be expected from it, and it would be
far better to erect a Conservative party upon a new and
broader basis than to try and bolster up this worn-out,
prejudiced, obstinate faction. But the times are difficult
and men are wanting; the middle classes are pressing on,
and there are men enough there of fortune, energy, activity,
zeal, and ambition—no Cannings perhaps or Broughams, but
a host of fellows of the calibre of the actors in the old French
Constituent Assembly.

July 29th.—There has been a great breeze between the
Chancellor and Sugden, abusing and retorting upon each
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other from their respective Houses of Parlioment. As all
personal matters excite greater interest than sny others, so
has this. Scott, Lord Eldon’s son, died, nnd his place be~
came vacant. Brougham had ¥ ded their abolition
long ago in his evidence before the House of Commons, and
both publicly and privately. Some days ago Sugden gave
notice to Horne (Solicitor-General) that he meant to put o
question to him in the House of Commons as to whether
these appointments were to be filled up or not, Lut before ho
did so (at four o’clock in the morning) the writ was moved
for James Broughaw, who had been put by thie Chancellor in
Scott’s place. Accordingly the mext day Sugden attacked
the appointment in the House of Commons, and though le
was by way of only asking a question, he in fact made a long
vituperative speech. Nobody was there to reply. Althorp
said he knew nothing of the matter, and various speeches
were made, all expressive of a desire that the appointment
should only be temporary. Horne (it scerns) had never told
the Chancellor what Sugden said, and Denman, who had no
authority from him, did not dare get up and say that it was
not to be permanent. ILater in the day, having received in.
structions from the Chancellor, he did get up and say so.
The unext day Brougham introduced the subject in the
House of Lords, and attacked Sugden with all the sarcasm
and contumely which he could heap upon him, comparing
him to ‘o crawling reptile’ &e.  Not one of his Tory friends
said a word, and, what is curious, the Duke of Wellington
praised Brougham for his disinterestedness, and old Eldon
defended the place. The following day (Friday) Sugden
again bronght the matter before the House of Commons,
complained bitterly of the Chaneellor’s speech, was called to
order by Stanley, when the Speaker interfered, and, dex-
terously turning Sugden’s attack upon the newspaper report,
enabled himto go on, A violent discussion followed——rather
awkward for the Chancellor, whose friends endeavoured ¢o
soften the thing down by denying the accuracy of the report,
After much acrimonious debate the matter ended. Yesterday
the < Times,” throwing over Brongham and Sugden, asseried
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the accuracy of its own reporter, and declared that whether
the Chancellor was right or wrong to have uttered them, the
words were spoken by him exactly as they had been reported.
Both parties are furious, but on the whole the Chancellor
seems at present to have the worst of it, for it is worse for a
man in his station to be in the wrong, and more indecent to
be scurrilous, than for an individual who is nothing. Sugden
now declares he will bring on a motion he has long meditated
on the subject of the Court of Chancery, in which he will
exhibit to the world the whole conduct of Brougham since he
has held the Great Seal, his early haste and precipitation, his
recent carelessness and delay, his ignorance, inattention, and
incompetence for the office he holds. In this he expects to
be supported by Wetherell, Knight, and Pemberton, three of
the most eminent Chancery lawyers, while Brougham has
nobody but Horne (of the profession) to defend him. If this
should occur he may thank himself, for he would put Horne
there.

Sir Charles Bagot called on me yesterday; told me that
he thought the Belgian question was at last on the point of
being settled, that the King of Holland had made ¢the great
concession,” and that the rest must soon follow; that he had
never passed two such years amidst such difficulties, the King
so obstinate. His view was that by holding out and main-
taining a large army events would produce war; and that he
would be able to sell himself to some one of the contending
parties, getting back Belgium as the price of his aid, that
he now only gave in because not a hope was left, that the
difficulties were so great that it was not the fault of this
Government that matters were not settled before. I asked
him how the Dutch had contrived to make such an exertion.
He said it was very creditable to them, but that they were
very rich and very frugal, and had lugged out their hoards.
They had saddled themselves with a debt the interest of which
amounts to about 700,000l a year—a good deal for two
millions of people.

August 1st.—Here is an anecdote exhibiting the ch:}mcter
of Brougham, hot, passionate, and precipitate. He is pre-
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paring his Bill for the amendment of the Court of Chancery,
by which the patronage is to be done away with, Compen.
sation was to be given to the present interests, but upon this
recent affair Detween Sugden and him, to revenge himself
upon men who are all or mostly of Sugden’s party, ke
ordered the compensation clauses to be struck out, Sefton
(who is a sort of Sancho to bim) came uwp to dinner guite
elated at having heard the order given, T wish, said be,
¢you had heard o man treated as I did in the Chancellor’s
room. He came in to ask him about the Bill he was drawing
up, “I suppose the compensation clauses are to be put in?”
¢ Compensation # ** said Brougham. ¢ No, by God; no com-
pensation, Leave them out. if you please. They cliose to
attack me, and they shall have enough of it And what will
be the end of all this #—that the Chancellor shows his spite
and commits himself, shows that he is influenced in legistation
by personal feelings, and incurs the suspicion that becaunse
he cannot get o compensation for his brother he is resolved
nobody else shall have any. Althorp's specch about the
pensions on Monday seb at rest the question of compensation,
and if these offices are abolished the Chancellor cannot pre-
vent their getting it. In the House of Lords the eternal
Russian Dutch Loan came on again, The Duke made a
speech and Wynford made o speech, and they were opposed
to each other; the Duke hit the right nail on the head, nnd
took that course which he frequently does, and which is sush
a vedeeming quality in his political character—addressed
himself to the guestion itself, to the real werits of it, withaut
making it a mere vehicle for annoying the Government.
Abcrdeen sneered, but when the Duke throws aver his pamilr
they can do nothing.

August 8th~Pedro’s expedition, which zdbrors TG
hobbled along, nnd never exhibited apy of thar Baf viidk
iy essential to the suceess of such efforte, 2ane v ooxcfiduredl
hopeless.  Palmella arrived hese & doy ortvizpe. ey Jow,
and the Regeney serip has fullen fonr per e Togleily
joins them, and 3t enems b rdty elezy bz et cggein for
another, the Portugues: ¢

¥ 4y zom o vy J¥icroel
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The Dutch affair is not yet settled, but on the point of it;
for the fiftieth time a ¢little hiteh’ has again arisen. Last
night, in the House of Lords, the Chancellor, in one of his
most bungling ways, made what he meant to be a sort of
amende to Sugden, making the matter rather worse than it
was before, at least for his own credit, for he said that € he
had never intended to give pain, which he of all things
abhorred,” and that he had not been at all in a passion—both
false, and the latter being in fact his only excuse. I sat next
to Meclbourne at dinner, who concwrred in the judgment of
the world on the whole transaction, and said, ¢The real truth
15, he was in a great rage, for he had forgotten all his own
cvidence and his own speeches, and he meant to have kept
the place.” This evidence from his own colleague and friend
is conclusive, and will be a nice morsel for the future bio-
grapher of Brougham.

I dined at Holland House yesterday; a good many people,
and the Chancellor came in after dinner, looking like an old
clothes man and dirty as the ground. We had a true Holland
House dinner, two more people arriving (Melbourne and Tom
Duncombe) than there was room for, so that Lady Holland
had the pleasure of a couple of general squeezes, and of
seeing our arms prettily pinioned. Lord Holland sits ab
table, but does not dine. He proposed to retire (not from the
room), but was not allowed, for that would have given us all
space and ease. Lord Holland told some stories of Johnson
and Garrick which he had heard from Kemble. Johnson
loved to bully Garrick, from a recollection of Garrick’s former
impertinence. When Garrick was in the zenith of his popu-
lavity, and grown rich, and lived with the great, and while
Johuson was yet obscure, the Doctor used to drink tea with
him, and he would say, ° Davy, I do not envy you your
money nor your fine acquaintance, but I eavy you your
power of drinking such tea as this.” ¢Yes,” said Garrick, ¢it
is very good tea, but it is nob my best, nor that which I give
to my Lord this and Sir somebody t’other.’

Johnson liked Fox because he defended his pension, and
said it was only to blame in not being large enough.
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¢Yox," he said, ¢is a liberal man; hie would nlways be “ant
Caesar aut pullus;* whenever T have seen lim ho hing been
nullus’ Lord Holland said Fox made it n rule never 4o talk
in Johnson’s presence, because he knew all his conversations
were recorded for publication, and he did not choose to figure
in them,

Angust 12th.~The House of Commons has finished (or
nenrly) its business. Althorp ended with & blunder. o
brought in o Bill to extend the time for payment of rates
and for voters under the new Bill, and because it was opposed
he abandoned it suddenly ; his friends arc disgusted. Robarts
told me that the Bank Committee had exeented their Inborions
duties in a spirit of great cordiality, and with a geueral
disposition to lay aside all political differences and concur in
accomplishing the best results; o good thing, for it is in such
transactions as these, which afford an apportunity for laying
aside the bitterness of party and the rancorous feelings
which animate men against each other, that the only chanco
ean be found of » future amalgamation of public men. Mo
told me that the evidence all went to prove that little
improvement could be made in the management of the
Bank.

Dined yesterday at Holland House ; the Cliancellor, Lord
Grey, Luttrell, Palmerston, and Macaulay. The Chancellor
was sleepy and would not talks he uttered nothing but
yawns and grants, Macaulay and Allen disputed history,
particnlarly the character of the Emperor Frederick IT., and
Allen declared himself o Guelph and Macaulay a Ghibelfine,
Macanlay is & most extraordinary man, and his astonishing
kmnowledge is every moment exhibited, but (as far nsa T have yet
seen of him, which is not sufficient to jndge) he is not ayree-
oble. Hispropositions and his allusions are rather too abrupt
e starts topics not altogether naturally; then he has nona
of the graces of conversation, none of that exquisite tact and
refinement which are the vesult of 2 folicitous intaition or n
long acquaintance with good society, or more probably &
irture of both. The mighty mass of kia knowledge ia nat
animated by that sabtle spirit of faste and discretion whish
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alf)ne can give it the qualities of lightness and elasticity, and
without which, though he may have the power of instructing
and astonishing, he never will attain that of delighting
and captivating his hearers. The dinner was agreeable, and
enlivened by a squabble between Lady Holland and Allen,
at which we were all ready to die of laughing. He jeered
at something she said as brutal, and chuckled at his own
wit.

Shepperton, August 31st.—I came here last Sunday to
see my father, who (my mother wrote me word) had been
unwell for a day or two. I got here at four o’clock (having
called on Madame de Lieven at Richmond on the way),
and when I arrived I found my father at the point of
death. He was attacked as he had often been before ; medi-
cines afforded him no relief, and nothing would stay on his
stomach. On Saturday violent spasms came on, which
occasioned him dreadful pain ; they continued intermittingly
till Sunday afternoon, when, as they took him out of bed to
put him in a warm bath, he fainted. From this state of in-
sensibility he never recovered, and at half-past twelve o’clock
he expired. My brothers were both here. I sent an express
for my sister, who was at Malvern and she arrived on Tues-
day morning. Dr. Dowdeswell was in the house, and he
stayed on with us and did all that was required. This
morning he was buried in the church of this village, close to
the house, in the simplest manner, and was followed to the
grave by my brothers and brother-in-law, Dowdeswell, Ives,
the doctor who attended him, and the servants. He had long
been ailing, and at his age (nearly 70 years) this event was
not extraordinary, bub it was shocking, because so sudden
and unexpected, and no idea of danger was entertained by
himself or those about him. My father had some faults and
many foibles, but he was exposed to great disadvantages in
early youth ; his education was neglected and his disposition
was spoilt. His father was useless, and worse than useless,
as a parent, and his mother (a2 woman of extraordinary
capacity and merit) died while he was a young man, having
been previously separated from her husband, and having
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retived from the world,! The circumstances of his martiage,
and the ineidents of his life, would be interesting to none
but his own family, and need not be recorded by me. He
was & man of o kind, amiable, and liberal disposition, and
what is remarkable, as he advanced in years his temper
grew less irritable and more indulgent; he was cheerfual,
Lospitable, and ungelfish. He had at all times been a lively
companion, and withont much instruction, extensive informa-
tion, or a vigorous understanding, his knowledge of the
svorld in the midst of which he had passed his life, his taste
and tarn for humour, and his good-nature made him a very
agreeable man, He had a few intimate friends to whom he
was sarmly attached, o host of acquaintances, and I do not
know that he had o single enemy. He was an affectionate
father, and ready to make any saerifices for the happiness
and welfare of his children—in short, he was amiable and
blomeless in the varions relations of life, and he deserved
that his memory should be cherished as it is by us with
sincere and affectionate regret,

September 18th.~~L have been in London, ot Shepperton,
and twice at Brighton to see Henry de Ros ; came back yester-
day. Theworldishalfasleep. Lord Howereturnstotbe Queen
as her Chamberlain, and that makes o sensation. T met at
Brighton Lady Keith [Madame de Flahaut], who told us o
greab deal aboub French polities, which, as she is o partisan,
was not worth much, but she also gave us rather an amusing
accountof the early days of the Princess Charlotte, ab the time
of her escape from Warwick House in a hackney-coach and
taking refuge with her mother, and of the earlier affair of
Captain Hess. The former escapade arose from her deter-
mination to brenk off her marriage with the Prince of Orange,
and that from her suddenly fulling in love with Prince
Augustus of Prussiz, and her resolving to marry him 2nd

! [Mr, Charles Gresille, senior, wwas he fifth son of Fulk Grevlls, of
Wi xlbury, by Frances \Iucartne;, 6 lady of some literary rrprixsion a5 the

of an *Ods to Indiff 7" She was the drrsiow el G"'vml
Macartney. Hornoo Walpole epeaks of ber &5 cns of zies of bls
time, Shedied in 1760, Mr, Greville may baye EleZed Som Bor LI
strong literary tastes.]
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nobody else, not knowing that he was already married de la
main gaucke in Prussia. It seems that she speedily made
Ienown her sentiments to the Prince, and he (notwithstanding
Lis marringe) followed the thing up, and had two interviews
with her at her own house, which were contrived by Miss
Knight) her governess. During one of these Miss Mercer
arrived, and Miss Knight told her that Prince Augustus was
with the Princess in her room, and what a fright she (Miss
Knight, was in. Miss Mercer, who evidently had no mind
anybody should conduct such an affair for the Princess but
herself, pressed Miss Knight to go and interrupt them, which

on her declining she did herself. The King (Regent as he

was then) somehow heard of these meetings, and measures

of coercion were threatened, and it was just when an ap-

proaching visit from him had been announced to the Princess

that she went off. Miss Mercer was in the house at the time,

and the Regent, when he came, found her there. He accused

her of being a party to the Princess’s flight, but afterwards

either did or pretended to believe her denial, and sent her

to fetch the Princess back, which after many pourparlers

and the intervention of the Dukes of York and Susses,

Brougham, and the Bishop of Salisbury, her preceptor, was

accomplished at two in the morning.

Hess’s affair was an atrocity of the Princess of Wales.
She employed him to convey letters to her daughte?' while
she used to ride in Windsor Park, which he contrived to
deliver, and occasionally to converse with her; and on one
oceasion, at Kensington, the Princess ‘of Wales brought them
tovether in her own room. The Princess afterwart.is wrote
hifn some letters, not containing much h.arm., but idle and
improper. When the Duke of York’s affair with Mrs. Clark
came out, and all the correspondence, she became very much
alarmed, told Miss Mercer the whole story, and. employed her
4o oet back her letters to Hess. She ac‘cordmgly'wfmt? to |
Hesbs (who was then in Spain), but he evinced a disinclina-
tion to give them up. On his return to England she saw
him, and on his still demwmring she thrnatene.d to put ?he
affair into the Duke of York’s h:mds,' which frightened hfm,
and then he surrendered them, and signed a paper declaring
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he had given up everything., The King afterwards heard of
this affair, and questioning the Princess, she told him every-
thing. He sent for Miss Mercer, and desired to see the
letters, and then fo keep them, This she refused. This
Captain Hess was a short, plump, vuigar-locking man,
afterwards Jover to the Queen of Naples, mother of the
present King, an amour that wag carried on under the
auspices of the Margravine ab her villa in the Strada Nova
at Naples. 1t was, however, detected, and Hess was sent
away from Naples, and nover allowed to return, T remember
finding him at Turin (inarried), when he was lnmenting his
hard fate in being excluded from that Paradiso Naples.

September 28th.—At Stoke from the 22nd to the 26th,
then to the Grove, and veturned yesterday; at the former
place Madame de Lieven, Advanley, Melbourne; tolerably
pleasant 3 guestion of war again. The Duteh King makes
o stir, and threatens to bombard the town of Antwerp; the
French offered to march, and put their troops in motion, but
Leopold begged they would not, and chose rather to await
the effect of more conferences, which began with great vigour
a few days ago. What they find to say to each ather foreight
or ten hours a day for several consecutive days it is hard to
guess, as the question is of the simplest kind. The King
of Holland will not give up the citadel of Antwerp, nor
consent to the free navigation of the Scheldt; the Belgians
insist on these concessions; the Conference says they shall
be granted, but Russia, Prussia, and Austria will not coerce
the Dutcbman; England and France will, if the others don'’t
object. A French army is in motion, and a French fleet is off
Spithead; g0 probably something will come of it. Nothing
has damaged this Governmeut more than these protracted
and aburtive conferences,

Four days ago there was 8 report that the King of Spain
was dead, accompanied with o good many particulars, and
all the world began speculating as to the succession, but
yesterday came news that he was not dead, but better.  Pedro
and Miguel are fighting at Oporto with some appearans: of
spirit; Miguel is the favourite. The Trench Government s

VOL. 1T T
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represented to be in a wretched state, squabbling and feeble,
and nobody is inclined to be Minister. Dupin was very near
it, but refused because Louis Philippe would not make him
President of the Council. The King is determined to be his
own Minister, and can get nobody to take office on these
terms. They think it will end in Dupin. The present
Government declares it cannot meet the Chambers unsil
Antwerp is evacuated by the Dutch and the Duchesse de
Berri departed out of France or taken. This heroine, much
to the annoyance of her family, is dodging about in La Vendée
and doing rather harm than good to her cause. The Dau-
phiness passed through London, when our Queen very politely
went to visit her. She has not a shadow of doubt of the
restoration of her nephew, and thinks nothing questionable
but the time. She told Madame de Lieven this. I talked to
Madame de Lieven about war, and added that if any did
break out it would be the war of opinion which Canning had
predicted. She said yes, and that the monarchical principle
(as she calls the absolute principle) would then crush the
other.

I came up with Melbourne to London. He is uneasy
about the state of the country—about the desire for change
and the general restlessness that prevails. We discussed the
different members of the Government, and he agreed that
John Russell had acted unwarrantably in making the speech
he did the other day at Torquay about the Ballot, which,
though hypothetical, was nothing but an invitation to
the advocates of Ballot to agitate for it; this, too, from a
Cabinet Minister! Then comes an awkward sort of explana-
tion, that what he said was in his ndividual capacity, as if
he had any right soto speak. Melbourne spoke of Brougham,
who he said was tossed about in perpetual caprices, that he
was fanciful and sensitive, and actuated by all sorts of little-
nesses, even with regard to people so insignificant that it is
difficult to conceive how he can ever think aboul them ; that
he is conservative, but under the influence of his old con-
nexions, particularly of the Saints. His friends are so often
changed that it is not easy to follow him in this respect.
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Durham used to be one; now he hates him; he has a high
opinion of Sefton! of his judgment!! What is talent, what
are great abilities, when one sees the gigantic intellect of
Brougham so at fault? Not only does the world manage to go
on when little wisdom guides it, but how ill it may go on witha
great deal of falent, which, however, is different from wisdom.
He asked me what I thought of Richmond, and I told him that
he was ignorant and narrow-minded, but a good sort of
fellow, only appearing to me, who had known him all my life,
in an odd place as a Cabinet Minister. He said he was sharp,
quick, the King liked him, and he stood up to Durham more
than any other man in the Cabinet, and that altogether he was
not unimportant; so that the ingredients of this Cabinet seem
to be put there to neutralise one another, and to be good for
nothing else; because Durkam has an overbearing temper,
and his father-in-law is weak, there must be 2 man without
any other merit than spirit to curb that temper. He talked of
Treland, and the difficulty of settling the question there, that
the Archbishop of Canterbury was willing to reform the
Church, but not to alienate any of its revenues. ¢Not,” I
asked, ¢for the payment of a Catholic clergy?’ ¢No, not
from Protestant uses” T told him there was nothing to be
done but to pull down the edifice and rebuild it. He said you
would have all the Protestants against you, but he did not
appear to differ. To this things must come at last. NMel-
bourne is exceedingly anxious o keep Lord Hill and Fitzroy
Somerset at the head of the army, from which the violent of
his party would gladly oust them, but Le evidently contem-
plates the possibility of Laving ion for the army, and does
not wish to tamper with the service or play any tricks with
it. It is curious to see the working and counterworking of
his real opinions and principles with his false position, and
the mixture of bluntness, facility and shrewdness, diseretion,
Ievity and seriousness, which, colouring his mind and cha-
racter by turns, make up the strange compound of his
thoughts and Lis actions.

T2
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CHAPTER XIX.

Foreign Difficultics—Conduct of Peel on the Resignation of Lord Grey—
Manners Sutton proposed as Tory Premier—Coolness between Peel and
the Duke—Embargo on Dutch Ships—Death of Lord Tenterden—
Denman made Lord Chief Justice—Tablea of Holland House—The
Speakership—Iorne and Campbell Attorney- and Solicitor-General—The
Court at Brighton—Lord Howe aud the Queen—Elections under the
Reform Act—Mr. Gully—Petworth—Lord ‘Egremont—Attempt to re-
instate Lord IHowe—Namilk Pacha—Lord Lyndhurst’s Version of what
occurred on the Resignation of Lord Grey—Lord Denbigh appointed
Chamberlain to the Queen—Brougham’s Privy Council Bill—Talley-
rand’s Relations with Fox and Pitt—Negro Emancipation Bill—State of
the West Indies—The Reformed Parliament meets—Russian Intrigues—
Tour Days' Debate on the Address— Peel’s Political Career.

London, October 7th.—T went to Newmarket on the 30th
of September, to Panshanger on the 5th, and came to town
on the 6th. Great fears entertained of war; the obstinacy
of the Dutch King, the appointment of Soult to be Prime
Minister of France, and the ambiguous conduct of the Allied
Courts look like war. Miguel bas attacked Oporto without
suceess; but, as he nearly destroyed the English and French
battalions, he will probably soon get possession of the cify.
It is ¢lear that all Portugal is for him, which we may be sorry
for, but so it is. The iniquity of his cause does not appear
to affect it.

October 12th.—Lady Cowper told me at Panshanger that
Palmerston said all the dificulties of the Belgian question
came from Matuscewitz, who was insolent and obstinate, and
astute in making objections; that it was the more provoking
as he had been recalled some time ago (the Greek business
being settled, for which he came), and Palmerston and some
of the others had asked the Emperor to allow him to stay here,
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on account of his usefulness in drawing up the minutes of the
proceedings of the Conference ; that Lieven had by no means
wished bim to stay, but could not object when the others
desired it. Accordingly he remained, and now he annoys
Palmerston to death, All this she wrote to Madame de
Lieven, who replied that it was not the fault of Matusce-
witz, and that he and Lieven agrced perfectly.  She talked,
however, rather more pacific language. This clever, in-
triguing, agreeable diplomatess has renewed her friendship
with the Duke of Wellington, to which ke does not object,
though she will hardly ever efface the impression her former
conduct made upon him, My journal is getting intolerably
stupid, and entirely barren of events. I would take to mis-
cellaneous and private matters if any fell in my way, but
what can I make out of such animals as I herd with and
such occupations as I am engaged in?

Euston, Qctober 26th.—Went to Downhem ou Sunday
last; the Duke of Rutland, the Walewskis, Lord Burg-
hersh, and Hope. Came here on Wednesday morning ; the
usual party., At Downham I picked up 2 good deal from
Arbuthnot (who was very garrulous) of a miscellareous de-
seription, of which the most curious and important was the
entire confirmation of (what I before suspected) the ill blood
that exists between the Duke of Wellington and Pecl;
though the interests of party keep them on decent terme,
they dislike one another, and the Duke’s friends detest Peel
still more than the Duke does himself. He told me all that
had passed at the time of the blow-up of the present Govern-
ment, which T have partly recorded from a former conversa-
tion with him, and Lis story certainly proves that the
Dulke (though I think he committed an enormous error in judg-

. ment) wasnot influenced by any motires of personal ambition,

As soon as the King sent for Lyndhurst the latter went
to the Duke, who (as is known) agreed to form o Goyern-
ment, never doubting that he was to be himself Prime
Minister. Lyndhurst went to Peel, who declined to take
office, and he then went to Baring. Lyndhurst and Arboth-
not sent for Baring out of the House of Commons, and took
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him to old Bankes’ house in Palace Yard, where they had
their conversation with him. He begged for time to consider
of it, and to be allowed to consult Peel, to which they as-
sented. He afterwards agreed, but on condition that Man-
ners Sutton should also be in the Cabinet. Lyndhurst had
about the same time made overtures to Manners Sutton,
and though nothing was finally settled it was understood he
would accept them. So matters stood, when one day (it
must have been the Wednesday or Thursday) Vesey Fitz-
gerald called on the Arbuthnots, and in a conversation
about the differeut arrangements he intimated that Manners
Sutton expected to be Prime Minister, and on asking him
more particularly they found that this was also his own
impression. The next morning Arbuthnot went off to Lynd-
hurst’s house, where he arrived before Lyndhurst was
dressed, and told him what had fallen from Fitzgerald, and
asked what it could mean. Lyndhurst answered very
evasively, but promised to bhave the matter cleared up.
Arbuthnot, not satisfied, went to the Duke and told him
what had passed, and added his conviction that there was
some such project on foot (to make Sutton Premier) of which
he was not aware. The Duke said he did not care a farthing
who was Premier, and that if it was thought desirable that
Sutton should be he had not the smallest objection, and was
by no means anxious to fill the post himself. I asked
whether the Duke would have taken office if Sutton had
been Minister, and was told that nothing was settled, but
probably not.

The same day there was a meeting at Apsley House, at
which the Duke, Lyndhurst, Baring, Ellenborough, and (I
think) Rosslyn or Aberdeen, or both, were present, and to
which Sutton came, and held forth for nearly four hours
upon the position of their affairs and his coming into office.
He talked such incredible nonsense (as I have before
rel;n;ed) that when he was gone they all lifted up their
hands and with one voice promounced the impossibility of
forming any Government under such a head. Baring was
then asked why he had made Sutton’s coming into office
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the condition of his own acceptance, and why he had
wished him to be Prime Minister. He said that he had
never desired any such thing himself, and had hardly any
acquaintance with Sutton, except that as Speaker he was
civil to him, and he dined with him once a year, but that
when he had gone to consult Peel, Peel had advised him
to insist upon having Sutton, and to pub him at the head of
the Government. This avowal led to further examination
into what had passed, and it came out that when Lyndhurst
went to Peel, Peel pressed Manners Sutton upon him,
refusing to take office himself, but promising to support the
new Government, and urging Lyndhurst to offer the Pre-
miership to Sutton. At the same time he put Sutton up to
this, and desired him to refuse every office except that of
Premier. Accordingly, when Lyndhurst went to Sutton, the
latter said he would be Prime Minister or nothing, and
Lyndhurst had the folly to promise it to him. Thus matters
stood when Lady Cowley, who was living at Apsley House,
and got hold of what was passing, went and told it to ler
brother, Lord Salisbury, who lost no time in imparting it to
some of the other High Tory Lords, who all agreed that it
would not do to have Sutton at the head of the Government,
and that the Duke was the only man for them. On Satur-
day the great dinner at tho Conservative Club took place, at
which a number of Tories, principally Peers, with the Duke
and Peel, were present. A great many speeches were made,
all full of enthusiasm for the Dule, and expressing a deter-
mination to support kis Government. Peel was in very ill
humour and said little; the Duke spoke much in honour of
Peel, applauding his conduct and saying that the difference
of their positions justified each in his different line. The
next day some of the Duke’s friends met, and agreed that
the unanimous desire for the Duke’s being at the head of
the Government which had been expressed at that dinzer,
together with the unfitness of Sutton, proved the zbsilute
necessity of the Duke’s being Premier, and it wes rvadyed
that o communieation {o this effect should be 1mede 4 fiel
Aberdeen charged himself with it and went $0 P’ Lo

“r



328 REIGN OF WILLIAM 1IV. . [Cusr. XIX,

where Sutton was at the time. Peel came to Aberdeen in
a very bad humour, said he saw from what had passed at
the dinner that nobody was thought of but the Dule, and
he should wash his hands of the whole business; that he had
already declined having anything to do with the Govern-
ment, and to that determination he should adbere. The
following Monday the whole thing was at an end.

I am not sure that I have stated these occurrences
exactly as they were told me. There may be errors in the
order of the interviews and powrparlers, and in the verbal
details, but the substance is correct, and may be summed up
to this effect: that Peel, full of ambition, but of caution,
animated by deep dislike and jealousy of the Duke (which
policy induced him to conceal, but which temper betrayed),
thought to make Manners Sutton play the part of Adding-
ton, while he was to be another Pitt; he fancied that he
could gain in political character, by an opposite line of con-
duct, all that the Duke would lose; and he resolved that a
Government should be formed the existence of which should
depend upon himself.  Manners Sufton was to be his
creature ; he would bave dictated every measure of Govern-
ment; he would have been their protector in the House of
Commons ; and, as soon as the fitting moment arrived, he
would have dissolved this miserable Ministry and placed
himself at the head of affairs. All these deep-laid schemes,
and constant regard of self, form a strong contrast to the
simplicity and heartiness of the Duke’s conduct, and make
the two men appear in a very different light from that in
which they did at first. Peel acted right from bad motives,
the Duke wrong from good ones. The Duke put himself
forward, and encountered all the obloquy and reproach to
which he Imew he exposed himself, and having done so,
cheerfully offered to resign the power fo another. Peel en-
deavoured to seize the power, but to shield himseli’ from
responsibility and danger. It is a melancholy proof of the
dearth of talent and the great capacity of the man that,
notwithstanding the detection of his practices and his
motives, the Tories are compelled still to keep well with
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lost in appointing Denman as his successor. Coming as he
does after four of the greatest lawyers who ever sat upon the
Bench, this choice will mot escape severe censure; for the
reputation of Denman as a lawyer is not high, and he has
been one of the most inefficient Attorneys-General who ever
filled the office. It has been a constant matter of complaint
on the part of the Government and their friends that the
law officers of the Crown gave them no assistance, but, on

the contrary, got them into scrapes. Denman is an honour-
able man, and bas been a consistent politician ; latterly, of
course, a Radical of considerable vehemence, if not of violence.
The other men who were mentioned as successors to
Tenterden were Lyndhurst, Scarlett, and James Parke. The
latter is the best of the puisne judges, and might have been
selected if all political considerations and political connexions
had been disregarded. Lyndhurst will be overwhelmed with
anguish and disappointment at finding himself for ever ex-
cluded from the great object of his ambition, and in which
his professional claims are so immeasurably superior to those
of his successful competitor; nor has he lost it by any sacri-
fice of interest to honour, but merely from the unfortunate
issue of his political speculations. When he was made Chief
Baron a regular compact was made, a secret article, that he
should succeed on Tenterden’s death to the Chief Justice-
ship ; which bargain was of course cancelled by his declara-
tion of war on the Reform question and his consequent
breach with Lord Grey; though by far the fittest man, he
was now out of the question. It will be the more grating -
as he has just evinced his high capabilities by pronouncing
in the Court of Exchequer one of the ablest judgments (in
Small v. Attwood) that were ever delivered. [It was after-
wards reversed by the House of Lords.] Scarlett, who had
been a Whig for forty years, and who has long occupied the
first place in the Court of King’s Bench, would have been
the man if his political dissociation from his old connexions,
and his recent hostility to them, had not also cancelled his
claims; so that every rival being set aside from one cause
or another, Denman, by one of the most extraordinary pieces
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of good fortuue that ever happened to man, finds himself
elevated to this great office, the highest object of a lawyer’s
ambition, and, in wmy opinion, one of the most enviable
stations an Englishman can attain. It is said that as a Com-
mon Scrjeant he displayed the qualities of 2 good judge,
and his friends confidently assert that he will make a very
good Chief Justice; but his legal qualifications are admitted
to be very inferior to those of his predecessors. [He made
o very bad one, but was personally popular and generally
respected for his high and honourable moral character.]
Tenterden was a remarkable man, and bis elevation did
great credit to the judgment which selected him, and which
probably was Eldon’s. He had never led a cause, but he
was a profound lawyer, and appears to have had a mind
fraught svith the spirit and genius of the law, and not nar-
rowed and irammelled by its subtleties and {echmicalities.
In spite of his low birth, want of oratorical power, and of
personal dignity, he was greatly revered aud dreaded on the
Bench. He was an anstere, but not an il ed judge ;
his manners were remarkably plain and unpohshed, though
not vulgar., He was an elegant scholar, and cultivated clas-
sical literature to the last. Brongham, whose congenial
tastes delighted in his classical attninments, used to bandy
Tatin and Greel with him from the Bar to the Bench; and
he has more than once told me of his sending Tenterden
Greek verses of John Williame’, of which the next day
Tenterden gave him a translation in Latin verse. He i3
supposed to have died very rich. Deuman was taken into
the King’s closet before the Council, when he was sworn ins
the King took no particular notice of him, and the sppoint-
ment is not, probably, very palatable to his Majesty.
November 15th.—Sheriff basiness at the Exchequer Coxz
on Monday; saw Lyndhurst and Denman meet and shoke
hands with much politencss and grimace.
November 20th.—~Dined at Holland House the &y delire
yosterday ; Lady Holland is unwell, faneies she mos £ 24
* five o’clock, and exerts her power over sonizy brasiimr everr.
body go out there at that bour, though pofhiny ooz 2o more
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inconvenient than thus shortening the day, and nothing more
tiresome than such lengthening of the evening. Rogers and
Luttrell were staying there. The tableaw of the house is
this ;:—DBefore dinner, Lady Holland affecting illness and
almost dissolution, but with a very respectable appetite, and
after dinner in high force and vigour; Lord Holland, with
his chalkstones and unable to walk, lying on his couch in
very good spirits and talking away; Luttrell and Rogers
walling about, ever and auwon looking despairingly at the
clock and making short excursions from the drawing-room ;
Allen surly and disputatious, poring over the newspapers,
and replying in monosyllables (generally negative) to what-
ever is said to him. The grand topic of interest, far exceed-
ing the Belgian or Portuguese questions, was the illness of
Lady Holland’s page, who las got a tumour in his thigh.
This ¢little creature,” as Lady Holland calls a great hulking
fellow of about twenty, is called ¢ Edgar,” his real name being
Tom or Jack, which he changed on being elevated to his
present dignity, as the Popes do when they are elected to
the tiara. More rout is made about him than other people
are permitted to make about their children, and the inmates
of Holland House are invited and compelled to go and sit
with and amuse him. Such is the social despotism of this
strange house, which presents an odd mixture of luxury and
constraint, of enjoyment physical and intellectual, with an
alloy of small désagréments. Talleyrand generally comes ab
ten or eleven o’clock, and stays as long as they will let him.
Though everybody who goes there finds something to abuse
or to ridicule in the mistress of the house, or its ways, all
continue to go; all like it more or less; and whenever, by
the death of either, it shall come to an end, a vacuum will
be made in society which nothing will supply. It is the
house of all Burope; the world will suffer by the loss; and
it may with truth be said that it will eclipse the gaiety of
nations.’

November 27th.—At Roehampton from Saturday till
Monday. The Chancellor had been there a few days before, -
from whom Lord Dover had picked upthe gossip of the Govern-
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sment. There had been o fresh breeze with Durham, whe it
seems hag returned feom Russia more odious than ever. His
violence and insolence, as usnal, were vented on Lord Grey,
and the rest of the Cabinet, as heretofore, are obliged to
submit, I have since heard from the Duke of Richmond that
the cause of this last storm was something reloting to Chinrch
Reform, and that he had been forced to knoek under. I fancy
he wanted to go much further than the others, probably to
unfrock the Bishop of Durkam and Bishop Phillpotts, the
former because be is a greater man in the county than hin-
self, and the latter from old and inestinguishable batred and
animosity.

There has been another dispute abont the Speakership.
All the Cabinet except Althorp want to put Abereromby in
the chair, and Althorp insists on having Littleton. The
former is in all respects the best choice, and the mau whom
they ought, from his long connesion with the Whigs and
his consistency and respeetability, to propose, but Althorp
thought fit to commit himself in some way to Littleton, who
has no claims to be compared with those of Ablercromby
(having been half his life in opposition to the present Govern-
ment), and he abstinately insists upon the expeetations held
out to him being realised. Lord Grey, though very anxions
for Abereromby, thinks it necessary to defer to the leader of
the House of € and the q ig & very dis-
agreeable dispute on the subject. Abercromby is greatly
mortified at being postponed fo Littleton, and not the less
as Althorp has always been his friend. The language of
Dover, who is o sort of jackal to Brongham, clearly indicateq
the desire of that worthy to get xid of Lord Grey and put
himself in his place. All these little squabbles elicit some
disparaging remarks on Lord Grey's weakness, folly, or
capidity. Heret lateri-tle offer of the Attorney-Genseralrhip,
and the day of vengeance is intended to come.!

After considerable delay Horme and Camphell wee
appointed Attorney- and Solicitor-Genernl; the delay var

3 [This refers to Lord Grey's having offerd the Alymartie i il F
to Brougham when Government was farmed.]
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occasioned by ineffectual attempts to dispose of Horne else-
where. They wanted to get some puisne judge to resign,
and to put Horne on the Bench, but they could not make
any such arrangement, so Horne is Attorney. Pepys was to
have been Solicitor if the thing could have been managed.
I don’t think I picked up anything else, except that the King
was very averse to the French attack upon Antwerp, and
consented to the hand-in-hand arrangement between France
and England with considerable reluctance. The fact-is
he hates this Government so much that he dislikes all
they do.

Lord Lansdowne is just come from Paris, and gives a
flourishing account of the prospects of King Louis Philippe
and his Government, but as he is the Duc de Broglie’s intimate
friend his opinion may be prejudiced. The King appears
certainly to have rather gained than not by the attack which
was made on him, from the coolness and courage he evinced,
and it is a great point to have proved that he is not a coward.

Brighton, December 14th.—Came here last Wednesday
week ; Council on the Monday for the dissolution ; place very
full, bustling, gay, and amusing. I am staying in De Ros’s
house with Alvanley; Chesterfields, Howes, Lievens, Cow-
pers, all at Brighton, and plenty of occupation in visiting,
gossiping, dawdling, riding, and driving ; a very idle life, and
impossible to do anything. The Court very active, vulgar,
and hospitable; King, Queen, Princes, Princesses, bastards,
and attendants constantly trotting about in every direction :
the election noisy and dull—the Court candidate beaten and
two Radicals elected. Everybody talking of the siege of
Antwerp and the elections. So, with plenty of animation, and
discussion, and curiosity, I like it very well. Lord Howe
is devoted to the Queen, and never away from her. She
receives his attentions, but demonstrates nothing in return ;
he is like a boy in love with this frightful spotted Majesty,
while his delightful wife is laid up (with a sprained ancle

und dislocated joint) on her couch. .
Brighton, December 17th.—On Sunday I heard Anderson

preach. He does not write his sermons, but preaches from
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notes ; very eloguent, voice and manner perfect, one of the
best T ever heard, both preacher and reader.

The borough elections are nearly over, and have satisfied
the Government. They do not seem to be bad on the whole;
the metropolitans have sent good men enough, and there
was no tumult in the town. At Hertford Duncombe wag
routed by Salisbury’s long purse. He hired such o numerous
mob besides that he carried all before him. Some notorious
characters have been returned ; among them, Faithful here;
Gronow at Stafford ; Gully, Pontefract; Cobbett, Oldham;
though T am glad that Cobbett is in Parliament. Gully’s
history §s extraordinary. He was put in training twenty-
five or thirty years ago by Mellish to fight Pierce, surnamed
the ‘Game Chicken,’ being then a butcher's apprentice;
he fought him and was besten. He afterwards fought
Belcher (I believe), and Gregson twice, and left the prize-
ring with the reputation of being the best man in it. He
then took to the turf, was successful, established himself at
Newmarket, where in o fow years he made some money. At
the same time he connected himself with Mr. Watt in the
north, by betting for him, ned this being ot the time when
Watt’s stable was very successful, he won large sums of
money by his horses. Having become rich he embarked in
a great coal speculation, which answered beyond his hopes,
and bis shares soon yielded immense profits. His wife in
the meantime died, and he afterwards married the daughter
of an inukecper, who proved as gentlewomanlike as the
other had been the reverse, and who is very pretty besides.
He now gradually withdrew from the betting ring, still
keeping borses, and betting occasionally in large sums,
and about o year or two ago, having previously sold the
Hare Park to Sir Mark Wood, where he lived for two or
three years, he bought a property’ near Pontefract, and
settled down {at Ackworth Park) as John Gully, Esq., a
gentleman of fortune. At the Reform dissolution he was
pressed 'to come forward as candidate for Pontefract, but
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nfter some hesilation he declined. Latterly he has taken
great interest in polilies; and has been an -ardent Reformer
and a liberal subseriber for the advancement of the cause.
When Parlinment was about to be dissolved, he was again
invited to stand for Pontefract by a numerous deputation;

he again hesitated, but finally accepted ; Lord Mexborough

withdrew, and he was elected without opposition. In
person he is tall and finely formed, full of strength and

arace, with delicate hands and feet, his head set well on

his shoulders, and remarkably graceful and even dignified

in his actions and manners ; he has strong sense, discretion,

reserve, and a species of good taste which has prevented,

in the- height of his fortunes, his behaviour from ever

transgressing the bounds of modesty and respect, and he has

aradually separated himself from the rabble of the betting

ring, where he was once conspicuous, and tacitly asserted

his own independence and acquired gentility without

ever presuming towards those whom he has been accus-

tomed {o regard with deference. His position is now

more anomalous than ever, for a member of Parliament

is a great mamn, though there appear no reasons why

the suffrages of Pontefract should place him in different

social relations towards us than those in which we mutually

stood before.

Pelworth, December 20ih.—Came here yesterday. Itisa
very grand place ; house magnificent and full of fine objects,
both ancient and modern; the Sir Joshuas and Vandykes
particularly interesting, and a great deal of all sorts that is
worth seeing. Lord Bgremont was eighty-one the day before
yesterday, and is still healthy, with faculties and memory
apparently unimpaived. He has reigned here for sixty years
with great authority and influence. He is shrewd, eccentric,
and benevolent, and has always been munificent and charit-
able in his own way; he patronises the arts and fosters
rising genius. Painters and sculptors find employment and
welcome in his house; he has built a gallery which is full of
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pictures and statues, some of which are very fine, aud the
pictures scattered through the house are interesting and
curious, Lord Egremont hates ceremony, and can’t bear to be
personally meddled with; he likes people to come and go as
it suits them, and say nothing about it, never to take leave of
him. The party here consists of the Clowpers, his own family,
2 Lady E. Romney, two nieces, Mrs. Trederoft a neighbour,
Ridsdale a parson, Wynne, Turner, the great landscape
painter, and a young artist of the name of Lucag, whom Lord
Egremont is bringing into notice, and who will owe his for-
tune (if he makes it) to him, Lord Egremont is enormously
rich, and lives with an abundant though not very refined
hospitality. 'The house wants modern comforts, and the
servants are rustic and uncouth ; but everything is good, and
it oll bears an air of solid and aristocratic grandenr. The
stud groom told me there are 300 horses of different sorts
here. His course, however, is nearly run, and he bas the
mortification of feeling that, though surrounded with children
and grandchildren, be is almost the last of his race, and that
his family is about to be extinet. Two old brothers and one
childless nephew are all that are left of the Wyndhams, and
the Jatter hag been many years married. All his own chil-
dren are illegitimate, but he has everything in his power,
though nobody has any notion of the manner in which he
will dispose of his property. It is impossible not to refleet
upon the prodigious wealth of the Earls of Northumberland,
and of the proud Duke of Somerset who married the last
heiress of that house, the betrothed of three husbands. Al
that Lord Egremont has, all the Duke of Northumberland’s
property, and the Dule of Rutland’s Cambridgeshire estate

belonged to them, which together is probably equivalent to

between 200,000L and 300,000% o year. Banks told me that

the Northumberland property, when seltled on Sir I, Smith-

508, was not above 12,0001 a year.!

1 [The eleventh Earl of Northumberland, Joscelyn Percy, died in 1670,

Jeaviog an only daughter, who mamied Charles Seymour, ninth Duke of

This lady fs desertbed as the b hed of three hutbande,

becsuso the vsu married at fourteen to Henry Carendish, son of the Duke
YVOL. 1L
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Brighton, December 31st.—Lady Howe gave me an account
of the offer of the Chamberlainship to her husband again.
They added the condition that he should not oppose Govern-
ment, but was not to be obliged to support them. This he
refused, and he regarded the proposal as an insult; so the
Queen was not conciliated the more. She likewise told me
that the cause of her former wrath when he was dismissed
was that neither the King nor Lord Grey told her of it, and
that if they had she would have consented to the sacrifice at
once with a good grace; but in the way it was done she
thought herself grossly ill-used. It is impossible to ascertain
the exact nature of this connexion. Howe conducts himself
towards her like a young ardent lover; he never is out of
the Pavilion, dines there almost every day, or goes every
-evening, rides with her, never quitting her side, and never
‘takes his eyes off her. She does nothing, but she admits his
‘attentions and acquiesces in his devotion ; at the same time
there is not the smallest evidence that she treats him as a
lover. If she did it would be soon known, for she is sur-
rounded by enemies. All the Fitzclarences dislike her, and
treat her more or less disrespectfully. She is aware of it,
but takes no notice. She is very civil and good-humoured
-to them all; and as long as they keep within the bounds of
-decency, and do not break out into actual impertinence, she
-probably will continue so.

-of Newecastle, who died in the following year. She was then affianced to

"Thomas Thynne of Longleat, who was assassinated in 1682; and at last
married to the Duke of Somerset. The eldest son of this marriage, Algernon
‘Seymour, who succeeded to the Dukedom of Somerset in 1748, was created
Earl of Northumberland on the 2nd of October, 1749, and Earl of Egremont
on the following day, with remainder (as regards the latter title) to his
nephew Sir Charles Wyndham, who succeeded him in February 1750, The
Earldom of Northumberland passed at the same time to Sir Hugh Smithson,
son-in-law of Duke Algernon, who was created Dule of Northumberland
in 1766, 'The titles and the vast property of the Duke of Somerset, Earl of
Northumberland, thus came to be divided.

George O'Brien Wyndham, third Earl of Egremont, to whom Mr, Gre-
ville paid this visit, was born on the 18th of December, 1751. He was
therefore eighty-two years old at this time; but he lived five years longer,
and died in 1837, famous and beloved for his splendid hospitality and for
his liberal and judicious patronage of the arts, and likewise of the turf.]
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Two nights ago there was a great assembly after o dinper
for the reception of the Tarkish Ambassador, Namik Pacha.
He was brought down by Palmerston and introduced before
dinner to the King and Queen. He is fwenty-eight years
old, speaks French well, and has good manners; his dress
very simple—a red cap, hlack vest, trousers and boots, a gold
chain and medal round his neck. He did not take out any
lady to dinner, but was placed next the Queen. After dinner
the King made him a ridiculous speech, with abuadant
fourishes about the Sultan and his friendship for him, which
is the more droll from his having been High Admiral at the
time of the battle of Navarino, to which the Pacha replied
in o sonorous voice. He admired everything, and conversed
with great ease. All the stupid, vulgar Englishwomen fol-
lowed him about as a lion with offensive curiosity,

. 1833,

January 8rd~—Lady Howe begged her husband to show
me the correspondence between him and Sir Herbert Taylor
about the Chamberlainship. It isJong and confused ; Taylor's
first letter, in my opinion, very impertinent, for it reads him
a pretty severe lecture about his behaviour when he held the
office before. Howe is a foolish man, but in this business he
acted well enough, better than might have been expected.
Taylor, by the King's desire, proposed to him to resnme the
office; and after some cavilling he agreed to do so with
liberty to vote ns he pleased, but promising not to be violent.
So ‘'stood the matter on the 9th of Scptember. He heard
nothing mere of it till the Gth of November, when young
Hudson? wrote by tho King’s orders to know definitely if
he meant to take it, but that if ke did he must be ¢ rentral?
Howe wrote back word that on such terms he declined it. I

1 [# Young TTudson ' was the page of honour who was sent to Rome in
the following year to fetch Sir Robert Pecl, when, as Mr, Disraeli expressed
it, ¢ the hurried ITudson rushed inte the chambers of his Vatican.” Tle prew
up tobe a veryable and distinguished diplomatist, Sir James 1ludson, G.C.B,
wkho rendered great services to the cause of Italian indepezdence.]

=2
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sult Peel, which was granted. He came back, said he would
iake office, but that they must invite Manners Sutfton also.
They did so, and Sutton refused. Vesey Fitzgerald, how-
ever, suggested 1o Lyndhurst that if’ they proposed to Sutton
to be Prime Minister perhaps he would sccept. Another
conversation ensued with Sutton, and o meeting was fised at
Apsley House on the Sunday.” In the meantime Lyndhurst
went down to the King and told him what had taken place,
ndding that Sutton would not do, and that the Duke sloue
could form a Government, At Apsley House Sutton talked
for three hours, and such infernal nonsense that Lyndhurst
was ready to go mad; nor would he decide. They pressed
him to say if he would take office or not.  He said he must
wait till the next morning. They said, < It must be very early,
then.” In the morning he putoff deciding (on some frivelouns
pretext) till the afternoon. e went to the House of Com-
mons without having given any answer.  The famous debate
ensued, and the whole game was up.

. Al this tallies with the other account, only ke did not
sny that Peel bad desiredl Baring to insist on Satton, and
had advised Sutton to take no place but the highest, nor
that ke had without the Duke’s knowledge offered Sutton
that pust, and concealed from Sutton his subsequent opinion
of his incapacity and determination that he should not
have it. X asked Lyndhurst how be managed with Satton,
and whether he had not come to Apsley House with the
impression on his mind that he was to be Premier. He
said that ¢ he bad evaded that question with Sutfon ~thi
is, all parties were deceived, while the Duke, who meant <>
act nobly, suffered all the blame. He showed great disvepi=d
of personal interests and selfish views, but 1 chell 13vxre
think his ervor was enormouns. It is remarkuble fher 25
story is go little known.

They had a dinner and daneing the nigld Defire Furt 54
the Povilion for New Year's Day; and the Tiny
country dance with Lord Amelius Besuelere, np i

Tondon, January 11th.—~Camne {o {orp
doy before yesterday. Howe plucked up sunmrs, youto: 22
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the King and. Queen, and settled Denbigh’s appointment,!
though not without resistance on the part of their Majesties.
Lord Grey came down, and was very well received by hoth.’
At the commerce table the King sat by him, and was full of
jokes; called him continually <Lord Howe,” to the great
amusement of the bystanders and of Lord Grey himself.
Munster came down -and was reconciled, condescending
moyennant a douceur of 2,500L to accept the Constableship
of the Round Tower. The stories of the King are uncom-
monly ridicdous. He told Madame de Ludolf, who had been
Ambassadress at Constantinople, that he desired she would
recommend Lady Ponsonby to all her friends there, and she
might tell them she was the daughter of one of his late
brother’s sultanas (Lady Jersey). His Majesty insisted on
Lord Stafford’s taldng the title of Sutherland, and ordered
Gower to send him an express to say so. One day at dinner
he asked the Duke of Devonshire €where he meant to be
buried !’

I received a few days ago ab Brighton the draft of a Bill-
of Brougham’s for transferring the jurisdiction of the
Delegates to the Privy Council, or rather for creating a new
Court and sinking the Privy Council init, ILord Lansdowne
sent 1t to me, and desired me to send him my opinion upon
it. T showed it to Stephen, and returned it to Lord
Lansdowne with some criticisms in which Stephen and I
had agreed. It is a very bungling piece of work, and one
which Liord Lansdowne ought not to consent to, the object
evidently being to make a Court of which Brougham shall
be at the head, and to transfer to it much of the authority
of the Crown, Parliament, and Privy Council; all from his
ambitious and insatiable desire of personal aggrandisement.
I have no doubt he is playing.a deep game, and paving the
way for his own accession to power, striving to obtain popu-
larity and influence with the King ; that he will succeed to a
great degree, and for a certain time, is probable. ~Manners

1 [William Basil Percy, seventh Earl of Denbigh, was appointed Cham-
berlein to Queen Adelaide at this time, and remained in the service ?f her
Majesty—a most excellent and devoted servant—to the close of her life.]
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Sutton is to be agnin Speaker, Althorp wrote him & very
flummery letter, and he accepted. The Government wants
to be out of the scrape they are in between Abereromby and
Littleton, and Sutton wants kus peerage, Everything seems
prosperous here; the Government is strong, the House of
Commons is thought respectable on the whole and safe, trade
is brisk, fands rising, money plentiful, confidence reviving,
Tories sulky.

January 17th—The Government don’t know what o do
about the embargo on the Dutch ships, Soon after they
had laid it on they made a second order allowing ships with
perishable goods to go free; and thinking the whole thing
would be soon over, they deswed this might be construed
indulgently, and dingly many ships were suffered to
pass (with goods more or less perishing) under that order.
Now that the Kmng of Holland continues obstinate they
want to squeeze him, and to coustrue the order strictly.
There have been many consultations what to do, whether
they should make another order rescinding the last or
execute the former more strictly. Both are liable to objec-
tions. The Grst will appear like o eruel proceeding nnd evi-
dence of uncertainly of purpose; the last will show s
capricious varintion in the practice of the Privy Council, with
which the matter rests. Their wise heads were to be put
together last night fo scttle this knotly point.

Wharneliffe showed me o paper he has written, in which,
after briefly recapitelating the present state of the Tory
party and the eondition of the new Parliament {particalarl;
as to the mode in which it was elected, or rather under whet
influence), he proceeds to point out what ought to be 122
course for the Tories to adopt. 16 i3 moderate and beeoniey
cnough, and he has imparted it to the Duke of Welknyuz,
who concurs in his view. I wonder, liowever, thut 3 & £ot
sick of writing papers and impariing views, efher 2T that
passed last year, alter Lis fruitless attempte, birZis morer,
and the treatment ho received at the hande of <ie Trriee s
but he seems to have forgotten or forpiven everiiling, aul
is disposed to wrigple himself back nmomes sie prrty wpon
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any terms. He acknowledges one thing fully, and that is
the desperate and woehegone condition of the paxty itself,
and the impossibility of their doing anything now as a
party. :

Lord Lansdowne received very complacently my criti-
cisms on Brougham’s Bill, and has acknowledged since he
came to town that it would not do at all as it now stands.
The King has been delighting the Whigs, and making him-
self more ridiculous and contemptible by the most extrava-
gant civilities to the new Peers—that is, fo Western and
about Lord Stafford. He now appears to be very fond of his
Ministers.

January 19th.—I have at last succeeded in stimulating
Lord Lansdowne to something like resistance (or rather the
promise of it) to Brougham’s Bill. I have proved to him
that his dignity and his interest will both be compromised
by this Bill, which intends to malke the Chancellor President
of the Court, and ergo of the Council, and to give him all the
patronage there will be. Against these proposals he kicks ;
at least he is restive, and shows symptoms of kicking, though
he will very likely be still again. I sent the Bill to Stephen,
who instantly and currente calamo drew up a series of objec-
tions to if, as comprehensive and acute as all his productions
are, and last night I sent it to Leach (swho hates the Chan-
cellor), and he has returned it to me with a strong condem-
,natory reply. Stephen having told me that Howick would
be too happy to oppose this Bill, on account of the influence
it would have on Colonial matters, particularly about Canada,
T took it to him, but he declined interfering, though he con-
curred in Stephen’s remarks.

January 22nd.—Dined with Talleyrand the day before
yesterday. Nobody there but his attackés. After dinner he
told me about his first residence in England, and his ac-
quaintance with Fox and Pitt. He always talks in a kind
of affectionate tone about the former, and is now meditating
a visit to Mrs. Fox at St. Anne’s Hill, where he may see her
surrounded with the busts, pictures, and recollections of her
husband. He delights to dwell on the simplicity, gaiety,
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childishness, and profoundness of Fox, I asked him if he
hnd ever known Pitt, He said that Pitt came to Rheims to
learn French, and he was there at the same time on a visit
tothe Axchbishop, his uncle {whom I remember at Hartsell,?

1 [Mr. Gresille bad paid & visit with bis father to the little Court of
Louis XVIIL at Hartwell shout two years before the Restoration, when ho
was eighteen years of age. Ilis narmtive of this w1sit las been printed 1n
the fifth volume of the * Miscellany of the Philobiblon Society,” but 1t may
not be nappropriately jnserted bere.}

A Visie To Hantweiz,
April 131K, 1834,
1 bave often detormined to c_ommit to paper as muAchAas ;c.m remember of my

About two years ago my father and I weat to Harteoll by invitation of the
Kiwng, Wo dressed at Aylesbury, und proceeded to IHartwell in tho afternoon
We had proviously taken a walk mn tho environs of tho town, and had met tho
Duchesso d'A lémo on horseback, panied by 8 Madame Charss, At fiva
el 3 - b RSN . T .. -
sitn

all N -
numerous outhotses, tu same of which swall shops had been estalhshed Ly the
ge o PR RO TR S

L T DU e
L) ' TR

tortured with the licdauléumux), and mang others whoso names I eannot re-
member, At a hittle after s1x dinner was announced, when wo went into the nexs
room, the King walling out firet. The dinncr was extremely plain, consisting of
wery fow dushes, aud ©o wines exeept port and sherry. His Majosty did the
honours himself, and was very errai and agreeable  We were & vory short time nt
talle, and the lsdies urd gentlemen alt got up together. Eack of tho ladies folded
up her papkin, tied it round with a it of niblon, and cirrio} it awny, After
dimner we returned to the drwizg-room and drovk roffee. Ths whole party
romnined in conversation about a quarter of 2a bour, when the Kiog retired to
his closet, upon which sll repaired to their sepuzute apartments. Whenerer (Lo
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2 very old prelate with the tic-douloureux), and that he and
Pitt lived together for nearly six weeks, reciprocally teaching
each other French and English. After Chauvelin had super-
seded him, and that he and Chauvelin had disagreed, he
went to live near Epsom (at Juniper Hall) with Madame de

taél; afterwards they came to London, and in the mean-
time Pitt had got into the hands of the émigrds, who per-
suaded him to send Talleyrand away, and accordingly he
received orders to quit England in twenty-four hours. He
embarked on board a vessel for America, but was detained in
the river off Greenwich. Dundas sent to him, and asked
him to come and stay with him while the ship was detaired,
but he said he would not set his foot on English ground
again, and remained three sweeks on board the ship in the
river. It is strange to hear M. de Talleyrand talk at
seventy-eight. He opens the stores of his memory and pours
forth a stream on any subject connected with his past life.
Nothing seems to have escaped from that greab treasury of

bygone events.
Janvary 24th.—I have at last made ILord Lansdowne

King came in or weat out of the room, Madame d’Angouléme made him a low
curtsy, which ke returned by bowing and kissing his hand. This Little ceremony
neves faild to take place.  After the party had separated we were taken to the
Dzc de Gmmmont's apartiments, where we drank tea, Afier remaining there
about three quarters of 2a hour we went to the apariment of Mndame d’Angou-
Iéme, where a great part of the company were assembled, and where we stayed
about a quarter of an hour,  After this we descended again to the drawing-room.
where several eard tubles were laid oat. The King pleyed at whiss with the
Prince ard Princess de Condé and my father. His Majesty sctiled the points ef
the game at “le quart d'un skeling.” The rest of the party played at billiards or
ombre. The King was so civil as to Invite us to sleep there, Tnstead of returning
to the inn at Aylesbury. When he invited us he said, ‘Je crains que vous serez
trée-mal logés, mais on donne ce qu'on peut”  Soon after eleven the King retired,
when we separited for the night. We were certzinly trés-mal logés. In the
morning when I got out of bed, I was alarmed by the appearance of an old woman
on the leads before my window, who was hanging liven to dry. I was forced to
Tetreat hastily to bed, not to shock the old lady’s modesty. At ten the next
morning we breakfasted, and 2t eleven we took leave of the King (who always
srent to Mass at that hour) and returned to London. We saw the whole place
before we came away ; and they certainly had shown great ingenuity in com:r.iving
to lodge such a number of people in and abont the honse—it was exactly like o
small rising colony. We were very much pleased with our expedition; and were
invited to return whenever we could make it convenient.
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firc o shot at the Chancellor about this Bill. He has
written him a letter, in which he has embodied Stephen’s
objections and some of his own (as he says, for I did not sce
the Jetter). The Chancellor will be very angry, for he can’t
endure contradiction, and he has a prodigious econtempt
for the Lord President, whom be ealls ‘Mother Elizabeth.”
He probably arrives at the gobriquet tbrough Petty, Betty,
and so on.

Dined with Talleyrand yesterday; Pozzo, who said little
and seemed low; Talleyrand tfalled after dinner, said that
Cardinal Fleury was one of the greatest Ministers who ever
governed France, and that justice had never been done him;
he kad maintained peace for twenty years, and acquired
Lorraine for France. He said this & propos of the library lie
formea or left, or whatever he did in that line, at Paris. He
told me ke goes very often to the British Museum, and has
Iately made them n present of & book.

January 20tk —Tt seers that the Government project (or
perhaps only the fact that they have one) about West Indian
emancipation has got wind, and the West Indians are of
course in a state of great alarm. They believe that it will
be announced, whatever it is to be, in the King's Speech,
though I doubt there being anything but a vague intention
expressed in §t.  Of all political feclings and passions—and
such this rage for emancipation is, rather than a considera-
tion of interest-—it has always struck me as the most extra-
ordinary and remarkable. There can be no doubt that o
great many of the Abolitionists are actvated by very pure
motives; they have been shocked at the eruclties which have
been and still are very often practised towards slaves, their
minds are imbued with the horrors they have read and
hieard of, and they have an invincible conviction that the
state of slavery under any formis repugnant to the spirit of
the English Constitution and the Christian religion, and
that it is o stain upon the national charaeter which ought
to be wiped away. These people, gencrally speaking, are
very ignorant concerning all the various difficulties which
beset the question; their notions are superficial; they pity
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the slaves, whom they regard as injured innocents, and they
hate their masters, whom they treat as criminal barbarians.
Others are animated in this cause purely by ambition, and
by finding that it is a capital subject to talk upon, and a
cheap and easy speeics of benevolence ; others have satisfied
themsclves that slavery is a mistaken system, that the
cruelly of it is altogether gratuitous, and that free labour
will answer the purpose as well or betier, and get rid of the
odium; and thousands more have mixed feelings and
opinions, compounded of some or all of the above in various
degrees and proportions, according to the bent of individual
character; but there are some persons among the most
zcalous and able of the Abolitionists who avail themselves
of the passions and the ignorance of the people to carry this
point, while they carefully conceal their own sentiments as
to the result of the experiment. Isay some because, though
I only know (of my own knowledge) of one, from the sagacity
of the man and the conformity of his opinions with those of
others on this and other topics, I have no doubt that there
are many who view the matier in the same light. I allude to
Henry Taylor,! who rules half the West Indies in the Colonial
Office, though with an invisible sceptre. Talking over the
matter the other day, he said that he was well aware of the
consequences of emancipation both to the negroes and the
planters. The estates of the latter would not be cultivated ;
it would be impossible, for want of labour; the negroes
would not worlk—no inducement would he sufficient to make
them; they wianted to be free merely that they might be
idle. They would, on being emancipated, possess themselves
of ground, the fertility of which in those regions is so great
that very trifling labour will be sufficient to provide them
with the means of existence, and they will thus relapse
rapidly into a state of barbarism; they will resume the
habits of their African brethren, but, he thinks, without the
ferocity and savageness which distinguish the latter. Of

1 [Afterwmrds Sir Henry Teylor, K.M.G., author of ‘Philip van Arte-
velde” Nearly forty years later Sir H. Teylor continued to fill the same
position described by Mr. Greville in 1833, IIe resigned in 1872.] .
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course the germs of civilisation and religion which have
been sown amoung them in their servile state will be speedily
obliterated ; if not, as man must either rise or fall in the
moral seale, they will acquire strength, with it power, and
as certainly the desire of using that power for the ameliora-
tion of their condition. The island (for Jamaica may be
taken for example, as it was in our conversation) would not
long be tenable for whites ; indeed, it is difficult to conceive
low any planters could remain there when their property
was no longer cultivable, even though the emancipated
negroes should become as harmless and gentle as the ancient
Mexicans. Notwithstanding this view of the matter, in
which my friend has the sagacity to perceive some of the
probable consequences of the measure, though (he admits)
with much uncertainty as to its operation, influenced as it
must be by circumstances and accidents, he is for emanci-
pating at once. “Fiat justitia ruat ceclum’—that is, I do
not know that he is for immediate, unconditional emancipa-
tion; I believe not, but ke is for doing the deed; whether
he goes before or lags after the Government I do not at
this moment Jmow, He is, too, 2 high-principled man, full
of moral sensibility and of a grave, reflecting, philosophical
character, and neither a visionary in religion nor in politics,
only of a somewhat austere and uncompromising turn of
mind, and with some of the positiveness of a theorist who
lias a lofty opinion of his own capacity, and has never
undergone that discipline of the world, that tumbling and
tossing and jostling, which beget modesty and diffidence and
prudence, from the necessity which they inculeate of con-
stant compromises with antagonist interests and lostilo
passions, But what is the upshot of all this? Why,
that in the midst of the uproar and confusion, the smoke
and the dust of the controversy, one may believe that
one sces o glimmering of the resl futurity in the case—
and that is o long scries of froubles and a wide scene of
ruin.

January 30th.—~The intentions of Government with re-
gard to the West Indies (or rather that they bave inten-
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tions of a nature very fatal to that interest) having got
wind, the consternation of the West India body is great: A
deputation, headed by Sir Alexander Grant, waited upon
Lords Grey and Goderich the other day, and put certain
questions to them, stating that the prevalence of reports;
some of which had appeared in the newspapers, had greatly
alarmed them, and they wished to ascertain if any of them
bhad been authorised by Government. Lord Grey said
“certainly not; the Government had authorised nothing,’
They asked if he would reappoint the Committees. He
would give mno pledge as to this, but they discussed the
propriety of so doing, he seeming indisposed. To all their
questions he gave vague answers, refusing to communicate
anything except this, that nothing was decided, but a
plan was under the consideration of the Cabinet in which
the interests of all parties were consulted. He added that
he could not pledge himself to give any previous intimation
of the intentions of Government to the West India body,
nor to disclose the measure at all until it was proposed
to Parliament. There are in the meantime no end of re-
" ports of the nature and extent of the proposed measure,
and no end to the projects and opinions of those who are
interested. -

I dined at LordBathurst’s yesterday, and sat next to Lord
Ellenborough, who said that he was convinced the best thing
the proprietors could do would be to agree instantly to stop
their orders, which he believes would compel Government to
arrest their course. T am not enough acquainted with the
subject to judge how far they might operate, but I doubt it,
or that in the temper-of the people of this country, or rather
of those zealots who represent it, and with the disposition
of this Government to yield to every popular cry, the fear of
any consequences would prevent their going on. It would,
I believe, only give them and the House of Commons a pre-
text for refusing them pecuniary compensation. I was much
amused with a piece of vanity of Ellenborough’s. We were
talking of the war between the Turks and the Egyptians,
and the resources of Egypt, &ec., when he said, ‘If T had
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continued at the Board of Control I would have had Egypt,
got ot it from the Red Sea; I had already ordered the forma-
tion of a corps of Arab guides!’

February 1st,—The Reformed Parliament opened heavily
(on Tuesday), as Government think satisfactorily. Cobbett
took his seat on the Treasury Bench, and spoke three times,
though the last time nobody would stay to hear him. He
was very twaddling, and said but one good thing, when he
called O’Connell the member for Ireland.

Saw Madame de Licven the day before yesterday, who fired
atirade against Governnent ; she vowed that nobody ever had
been treated with snch personal incivility as Lieven, ¢des
injures, des reproches,” that Cobbett, Hunt, and all the
Dlackguards in England could not use more offensive lan-
guage; whatever event was coming was imputed to Russia—
Belgium, Portugal, Turkey, *tout était la Russie et les
intrigues de la Russic;” that she foresaw they should be
driven away from England. With reference to the war
in Asia Dinor, she said the Sultan had applied to the
Tmperor for assistance, ‘et qu’il Paurait, et que le Sultan
n’avait pas un meilleur ami que Ini,’ that the Egyptians
would advance no farther, and a2 great deal more of com-
plaint at the injustice evinced towards them and on their
political innocence. In the evening Itold all this to Mellish
of the Foreign Office, who knows everything about foreign
affairs, and be said it was all o le, that Russia had offered
her assistance, which the Sultan had refused, and she was, in
fuct, intriguing and making mischief in every Court in
Europe. Georgoe Villiers writes me word that she has been
for months past endeavouring to get up a war anywhere, and
that this Turkish business is more likely than anything to
bring one abont.}

February 2nd.~Dinner at Lord Lansdowne’s for the

! [The state cf the Ottoman Empire was most critical. In the latter
months of 1832 the sictorious troops of Mehomat Ali had forced their way
acros the Taunus; the peace of lonink way concluded early in 1823 with
the Egyptians; and the Treaty of Uskisr Shelesti with the Russiang in
July 1833.]
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Sherifls ; soon over and not particularly disagreeable, though
I hate dining with the Ministers; had some conversation with
Goderich about Jamaica ; he says Mulgrave has done very well
there, perhaps rather too vigorously, that the dissolution of
the Assembly under all circumstances is questionable, but he
must be supported ; he hopes nothing from another assembly,
nor does Mulgrave, who says that they are incorrigible. The
fact is their conduct paralyses the exertions of their friends
here, if; indeed, they have any friends who would make any
exertions.

Iebruary 4th.—At Court for the King’s Speech and the
appointment of Sheriffs. Lord Munster and Lord Denbigh
were sworn Privy Councillors. The West Indians have taken
such an attitude of desperation thatthe Governmentis some-
what alarmed, and seems disposed to pause at the adoption
of its abolitionary measures. George Hibbert told me last
night that if they were driven to extremities there was
nothing they were not ready to do, and that there would be
another panic if Government did not take care, and so
Rothschild had told them.

I dined with Madame de Lieven yesterday, who is in the
agonies of doubt about her remaining here. It turns unpon
this: Stratford Canning has been appointed Ambassador at St.
Petersburg, and the Emperor will not receive him. Palmers-
ton is indignant, and will not send anybody else. If the
Emperor persists, we shall only have a Chargé d’Affaires at
his Court, and in that case he will not leave an Ambassador
at ours. There seems to be at present no way out of the
quarrel. Stratford Canning’s mission to Madrid cannot last
for ever, and when it is over the point must be decided.

The people of Jamaica have presented a petition to the
King (I don’t know exactly in what shape, or how got up),
praying to be released from their allegiance. Goderich told
me that it was very insolent. Mulgrave’s recent coup de
thédire is severely condemned. Nothing can save these
unhappy colonies, for all parties vie with each other in
violence and folly—the people here and the people there,
the Government here and the Government there.
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February 10th.—After four days' debate in the House of
C {quite unprecedented, I believe) the Address was
earried by a large majority.' Opinions are of course very
various upon the state of the Xouse and the character of
the discussion. The anti-Reformers, with a sort of melan-
choly triumph, boast that their worst expectations have been
fulfilled. The Government were during the first day or twe
very serious, and though on the whole they think they have
reason to be satisfied, they cannot help sceing that they
have in fact very little power of managing the Housc.
Everybody agrees that the aspect of the House of Commons
was very different—the number of strange faces; the swagger
of (’Connell, walking about incessantly, and making signs
ta, or talking with, his followers in various parts; the Tories
few and seattered ; Peel no longer surrounded with o stout
band of supporters, but pushed from bis usual seat, whieh is
occupied by Cobbett, O°Connell, and the Radieals ; he is gone
up nearer to the Speaker.

The whole debate tarned upon Ireland. O'Connell pro~
nounced o violent bat powerful philippie, which Stanley
answered very well. Macauley made one of hiy brilliant
speeches the second night, and Peel spoke the third, Itwas
not possible to make a more dexterous and judicious speeck
than he did; for finding himself in a very uncomfortable
position, he at once placed himself in o good one, nnd
acknowledging that his situstion was nltogether different
from what it had been, ho contrived to transfer to himself
personally much of the weight and nuthority which he
previously held ag the organ and head of o great and power-
ful party. He pronounced an eulogium of Stanley, declared
that his confidence in Government was not augmented, but
that ho would support them if they would support law and
order. The Government were extremely pleascd ot his
speceh, though I think not without a secret misgiving that
they are likely to be more in his power than is pleasant.

} [The finst Tleformed Parliament mot and was fonmally opensd on tha
20th of January, 1832 After the election of the Speaker (ManarryButicn)
the King detivered his Speech from the Throne o the &th of Felruary.]

VOL. It A A
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But the benefit resulting from the whole is that the Radicals
all opposed the Government, while Peel supported them; so
that we may hope that a complete line of separation is -
drawn between the two former, and that the Government
will really and boldly take the Conservative side. On the
whole, perhaps, this bout may be deemed satisfactory.

" February 14¢h.—The night before last Althorp brought
forward his plan of Irish Church Reform, with complete suc-
cess. He did it well, and Stanley ‘made a very brilliant
speech. The House received it with almost unanimous ap-
plause, nobody opposing but Inglis and Goulburn, and Peel,
in a very feeble speech, which scarcely deserves the name of
opposition ; it will be of great service to the Government.
O’Connell lauded the measure up to the skies ; but Sheil said
he would bite his tongue off with vexation the next morning
for having done so, after he had slept upon it. It was clear
that Peel, who is courting the House, and exerting all his
dexterity to bring men’s minds round to him, saw the stream
was too strong for him to go against it, so he made a sort of
temporising, moderate, unmeaning speech, which will give
him time to determine on his best course, and did not commit
him. Poulett Thomson said to me yesterday that Peel’s
prodigious superiority over everybody in the House was so
evident, his talent for debate and thorough knowledge of
Parliamentary tactics, gained by twenty years of experience,
so commanding, that he must draw men’s minds to him, and
that he was evidently playing that game, throwing over the
ultra-Tories and ingratiating himself with the House and
the country. He, in fact, means to open a house to all comers,
and make himself necessary and indispensable. Under that
placid exterior he conceals, I believe, a boundless ambition,
and hatred and jealousy lurk under his professions of esteem
and political attachment. His is one of those contradictory
characters, containing in it so much of mixed good and evil,
that it is difficult to strike an accurate balance between the
two, and the acts of his political life are of a corresponding
description, of questionable utility and merit, though always
marked by great ability. It is very sure that he has been
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the instrument of great good, or of enormous evil, and ap-
parently more of the latter, He came into life the child
and champion of a political system which has been for o
long time crumbling to pieces; and if the perils which are
produced by its fall are great, they are 1oainly atiributable
to the manner in which it was upheld by Peel, nnd to his
want of sagacity, in o wrong estimate of Lis means of de-
fence and of the force of the antagonist power with which
he had to contend. The leading prineiples of his political
conduct have been constantly erroncous, and his dexterity
and ability in supporting them have only made the conse-
quences of his errors more extensively pernicions. If we
look back through the long course of Peel’s life, and enquire
what have been the great political measures with which his
name is particularly connected, we shall find, fivst, the return
to cash payments, which almost eversbody now agrees was
o fatal mistake, though it would not be fair to visit him with
extraordinary fora which was sanctioned
by almost all the great financial authorities; secondly, op-
position to Reform in Parliament and to religious emancipa-
tion of every kind, the maintenance of the exclusive system,
and support, untouched and uncorrected, of the Church, both
English ond Trish. His resistance to alterations on these
heads was condueted with great ability, and for o long time
with success; but he was endeavouring to uphold a system
which was no longer supportable, and having imbibed in his
career much of the liberal spirit of the age, he found himself
in & state of no small perplexity between his old connections
and his more enlarged propensities. Still he was chained
down by the former, and consequently being beaten from all
his positions, he was continually obliged to give way, but
never did so till rather too late for hisown credit and much
too late for the interest at stake. Notwithstanding, there-
fore, the reputation ho has nequired, the hold he bas kad of
office, und is probably destined to have again, his polizien]
life has been o considerable failare, though not ek a= oze
as to render it more probable than not that his fome Lfs
aa2
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will be a failure too. He hashitherto been encumbered with
embarrassing questions and an unmanageable party. Time
has disposed of the first, and he is divorced from the last;
if his great experience and talents have a fair field to act
upon, he may yet, in spite of his selfish and unamiable cha-
racter, be a distinguished and successful Minister.
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February 16th,—Madame de Lieven gave me an account
(the day before yesterday) of the quarrel between the two
Courts about Stratford Canning, When the present Ministry
came in, Nesselrode wrote to Madame de Lieven and desired
her to beg that Lord Meytesbury might be left there—* Con-
servez-nous Heytesbury' She nsked Palmerston und Lord
Grey, and they both promised her he should stay. Some
time after hie asked to be recalled. She wrote word to
XNessclrode, and told him that either Adair or Canning would
succced bim. e replied, ¢ Don't let it be Canning; heis
a most impracticable man, soupconneur, pointillenx, défiant;?
that he bad been personally uncivil to the Emperar when he
was Grand Duke; in short the plain truth was they would
not receive him, and it was therefore desirable body,
anybody, else should be sent.  She told this to Palmerston,
and he engaged that Stratford Canning should not be named.
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Nothing more was done till somne time ago, when to her asto-
nishment Palmerston told her that he was going to send
Canning {o St. Petersburg. She remonstrated, urged all the
objections of her Court, his own engagement, butin vain ; the
discussions hetween them grew bitter; Palmerston would not
give way, and Canning was one day to her horror gazetted.
As might have been expected, Nesselrode positively refused
to receive him. Durham, who in the meantime had been to
Russia and bien comblé with civilities, promised that Canning
should not go there, trusting he had sufficient influence to
prevent it; and since he has been at home it is one of the
things he has been most violent and bitter about, because
Palmerston will not retract this nomination, and he has the
mortification of finding in this instance his own want of power.
Howerver, as there have been no discussions on it lately, the
Princess still hopes it may blow over, and that some other
mission may be found for Canning. At all events it appears
a most curious piece of diplomacy to insist upon thrusting
upon a Court a man personally obnoxious to the Sovereign
and his Minister, and not the best way of- preserving har-
monious relations or obtaining political advantages. She
says, however (and with all her anger she is no bad judge),
that Palmerston €est un trés-petit esprit—lourd, obstiné,’
&c., and she is astonished how Lady C. with her finesse can
be so taken with him.

Lady Cowper has since told me that Madame de Lieven
has been to blame in all this business, that Palmerston was
provoked with her interference, that her temper had got the
better of her, and she had thought to carry it with a high
hand, having been used to have her own way, and that he
had thought both sheand her Court wanted to be taken down
a peg; that she had told Nesselrode she could prevent this
appointment, and, what had done more harm than anything,
she had appealed to Grey against Palmerston, and employed
Durham to make a great clamour about it. All this made
Palmerston angry, and determined him fo punish her, who
he thought had meddled more than she ought, and had made
the matter personally embarrassing and disagreeable to him.
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Last night Lord Grey introduced his coercive measures
in an excellent speech, though there are some people who
doubt hig being able to carry them through the Mouso of
Commons. If he can’t, he goes of course; and what next?
The measures are sufficiently strong, it must be owned—a
consommé of insurrection-gagging Acts, suspension of Habeas
Corpus, martial law, and one or two other hittle hards and
sharps.!

London, February 22nd.—Dined yesterday with Fortunatos
Diearris, who was counsel to the Board of Health; one of
those dinners that people in that class of society put them-
selves in an agony to give, and generally their guests in
as great an agony to partake of. There were Goulburn,
Serjeant ditto and his wife, Stephen, &e.  Goulburn men-
tioned & curious thing & propes of slavery. A slase ran away
from his estate in Jamaica many years ago, and got to
England. He (the man) called at his house when he was not
at home, and Goulburn never could afterwards find out where
he was. e remained in England, however, gaining his lire
tihood by some means, till afler some years he returned to
Jamaica and to the estate, aud desired to be employed as &
slave ngain.

Stephen, who is one of the great apostles of emancipation,
and who resigned a profession worth 83,0000 o year at the
Bar for a place of 1,500L in the Colonial Office, principally in

% {In the debate on the Address O'Convell bad dencuneed the coercire
measures announced in the Speech from the Throne 23 ‘brutal, Lloody, and
nnconstitutional’ But the state of Ircland was so dresdful that it de-
manded avd justified the severest remedies. Lord Orey stated in the House
of Lords ﬂmt belween January 1st and December Slat £,000 eximes bad
been fcides 242, robberies 1,170, burglaries 401, buenings
563, and 80 an, The Bill pave the Lonl-Lientenant power to proclmm
disturbed distriets, to eubstitute courts-martial for the ordinary courts of
Jjustice, to probibit meetings, and to punish the distributors of eeditious
papers.  Such wers the powers which Lord Wellesley described as more
formidable ta himsell than to the peapls of Ireland, for the greater part of
them wero vover exervised, The Act produced the desired effect. Iz
year Irelsnd was pacified; and the abandonment of seversl of the movt
jmportant clavses in the Met (contrary to Lord Groy's wishes) was the

eause which led to the dixsolution of the Ministry in the month of Juze
1831
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order to advance that object, owned that he had never known
so great a problem nor so difficult a question to settle.- His
notion is that compulsory labour may be substituted for
slavery, and in some colonies (the new ones, as they are
called—Demerara, &c.) hie thinks it will not be difficult; in
Jamaica he is doubtful, and admits that if this does not
answer the slaves will relapse into barbarism, nor is he at
all clear that any disorders and evils may not be produced
by the effect of desperation on one side and disappointment
on the other; still he docs not hesitate to go on, but fully
admitting the right of the proprietors to ample compensation,
and the duty incumbent on the country to give it. If the
sentiments of justice and Dbenevolence with which he is
actuated were common to all who profess the same opinions, -
or if the same sagacity and resource which he possesses were
lilely to be applied to the practical operation of the scheme,
the evils which are dreaded and foreseen-might be mitigated
and avoided; but this is very far from the case, and the
evils will, in all probability, more than overbalance the good
which humanity aims at effecting ; nor is it possible to view
the settlement (as it is called, for all changes are settlements
now-a-days) of this question without a misgiving that it will
only produce some other great topic for public agitation,
some great interest to be overturned or mighty change to
be accomplished. The public appetite for discussion and
legislation has been whetted and is insatiable ; the millions
of orators and legislators who have sprung up like mushrooms
all over the kingdom, the bellowers, the chatterers, the
knaves, and the dupes, who make such an universal hubbub,
must be fed with fresh victims and sacrifices, The Catholic
question was speedily followed by Reform in Parliament, and
this has opened a door to anything.

In the meantime the Reformed Parliament has been
sitting for a fortnight or so, and begins to manifest its
character and pretensions. The first thing that strikes one
is its inferiority in point of composition to preceding
Houses of Commons, and the presumption, impertinence,
and self-sufficiency of the new members. Formerly new .
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ntembers appeared with some modesty and diffdence, and
with some appearance of respect for the assembly into which
they were admitted ; these fellows behave themselves as if
they had taken it by storm, and might riot in all the inse-
lence of victory. There exists no parfy but that of the
Government; the Irish act in a body under O’Connell to the
number of about forty; the Radicals are scattered up and
down withont a leader, numerous, restless, turbulent, and
bold~—~Hume, Cobbett, and a muititude such as Rocbuck,
Faithfull, Buckingham, Major Beauclerek, &e. {most of
whom have totally failed in point of speaking)~bent upon
doing all the mischief they can and incessantly active; the
Tories without a head, frightened, angry, and sulky; Pecl
withont o party, prudent, cantious, and dexterous, playing a
deep waiting game of scratiny and observation. The feel-
ings of these various elements of party, rather than parties,
may be thus summed up:—The Radicals are confident and
sanguine; the Whigs uneasy; the Tories desponding ; mode-
rate men, who belong to no party, but support Government,
serious, and not without alarm. There is, in fact, enough
to justify alarm, for the Government has evidently no power
orer the House of Commons, and though it is probable that
they will scramble through the session without snstaining
any serious defeat, or being reduced to the necessity of any
great saerifice or promise, they are ious of their
own wanb of authority and of that sort of command without
whick no Government has been hitherto deemed sceure.
The evil of this is that we are now reduced to the alterna.
tive of Lord Grey's Government or nono at all; and sbonld
he bo defeated on any great measure, he must either aban-
don the country to its fate, or consent to carry on the
Government upon the cendition of a virtual transfer of the
exceative power 0 the Ifonse of Commons., If this comes
to pass the game is up, for this House, like animals who,
have onco tasted blood, if it ever excrcises such a power ag
this, and finds o Minister consenting to hold office on such
terms, will never rest till it has nequired all the authority of
tho Lbng Parliament and reduced that of tho Crowa to o
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mere cypher. It is curious, by-the-bye, that the example of
the Long Parliament in a trivial matter has just been adopted,
in the sittings of the House at twelve o’clock for the hearing
of petitions. ‘ .

February 27th.—Laid up ever since that dinner at
Dwarris’s with the gout. Frederick Fibzclarence has been
compelled to resign the situation at the Tower which the
King gave him; they found it very probable that the House
of Commons would refuse to vote the pay of it—a trifle in
itself, but indicative of the spirit of the times and the total
want of consideration for the King. O’Connell made a
speech of such violence at the Trades Union the other day—
calling the House of Commons six hundred scoundrels—that
there was a great deal of talk about taking it up in Parlia-
ment and proposing his expulsion, which, however, they
have not had the folly to do. The Irish Bill was to come on
last night. The sense of insecurity and uneasiness evidently
increases ; the Government assumes a high tone, but is not
at all certain of its ability to pass the Coercive Bills unaltered,
and yesterday there appeared an article in the ¢ Pimes’ in a
style of lofty reproof and severe admonition, which was no
doubt as appalling as it was meant to be. This article
made what is called a great sensation; always struggling,
as this paper does, to take the lead of public opinion and
watching all its turns and shifts with perpetual anxiety, it is
at once regarded as undoubted evidence of its direction and
dreaded for the influence which its powerful writing and
extensive sale have placed in its hands. It is no small
homage to the power of the press to see that an article like
this makes as much noise as the declaration of a powerful
Minister or a leader of Opposition could do in either House
of Parliament.

Yesterday morning the Duke of Wellington came here
upon some private business, after discussing which he entered
upon the state of the country. I told him my view of the
condition of the Government and of the House of Commons,
and he said,- ‘You have hit the two points that I have
myself always felt so strongly about. I told Lord Grey so
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long ago, and asked him at the time how he expected to be
able to carry on the Government of the country, to which ke
never could give any answer, except that it would all do very
well. Hawever, things are not & bit worse than I always
thought they wounld be, As they are, I mean to support the
Government—support them in every way. The first thing I
have to look to is 1o keep my house over my head, and the
alternative is between this Government and none at all. I
am therefore for supporting the Governmeat, but then there
is 50 much passion, and prejudice, and folly, and vindietive
feeling, that it is very difficult to get others to do the same.
I hear Peel had only fifty people with him the other night
on some question, though they say that there are 130 of
that party in the Houso of Commons.” He thinks as ill of
the whole thing as possible. [While I em writing Poodle
Byng is come in, who tells me what happencd last night.
Althorp made a very bad speech and a wretched statement;
other people spoke, pert and disagreeable, and the debate
locked ill till Stanley rose and made one of the finest
speeches that were ever heard, pounding O’Connell to dust
and attacking bhim for his six hundred scoundrels,’ from
which he endeavoured to escape by o miserable and abortive
explanation. Stanley seems to have sct the whole thing to
rights, like a great man.]

T told the Duke what Mncaalay had said to Denison: ¢ that
if he bad had to legislate, he would, instead of this Bill, have
suspended the laws for five years in Ireland, given the Lord-
Licutenant’s proclamation the forco of law, and got the
Duke of Wellington to go there” He scemed very well
pleased at this, and said, < Well, that is the way I governed
the provinces on the Garonne in the south of France. I
desired the mayors to go on administering the law of the
land, and when they asked me in whose nawe eriminal soits
should bo carricd on {whick were ordinarily in the name of
the Emperor), and if they should be in the name of the
King, I s2id no, that we were treating with the Emperor at
Chatillon, and if they put forth the King they would be in
a scrape ; neither should it be in the Emperor's name, be-
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cause we did not acknowledge him, but in that of the
Allied Powers.” In this I think he was wrong (par paren-
thése), for Napoleon was acknowledged by all the Powers
but us, and we were treating with him, and if he permitted
the civil authorities to administer the law as usual, he skould
have allowed them to administer it in the usual legal form.
Their civil administration could mot affect any political
questions in the slightest degree.

March 4th.—~Sir Thomas Hardy told my brother he
thought the King would certainly go mad; he was so excit-
able, loathing his Ministers, particularly Graham, and dying
to go to war. He has some of the cunning of madmen, who
fawn upon their keepers when looked at by them, and grin
at them and shake their fists when their backs are turned;
so he is extravagantly civil when his Ministers are with him,
and exhibits every mark of aversion when they are away.
Peel made an admirable speech on Friday night; they
expect a great majority.

March 13th.—The second reading of the Coercive Bill has
passed by a great majority after a dull debate, and the other
night Althorp deeply offended Peel and the Tories by hurrying
on the Church Reform Bill. It was to be printed one day,
and the second reading taken two days after. They asked
a delay of four or five days, and Althorp refused. He did
very wrong; he is either bullied or cajoled into almost any-
thing the Radicals want of this sort, but he is stout against
the Tories. The delay is required by decency, but it ought
to have been enough that Peel and the others asked it for
him to concede it. He ought to soften the asperities which
must long survive the battles of last year as much as he can,
and avoid shocking what he may consider the prejudices of
the vanquished party. It was worse than impolitic; it was
stupid and uncourteous, and missing an opportunity of being

gracious which he ought to have seized.
I have been again worried with a new edition of

Brougham’s Privy Council Bill,' and the difficulty of getting -

1 [This was the Bill for the establishment of a Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council, which eventually became the Act 3 & 4 Will. IV., cap. 41, and
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Lord Lansdowne to do anything. This is the way Brongham
gaes to work :—He resolves to alter ; he does not condescend
to communicate with the Privy Council, or to consult those
who are conversant with its practice, or who have been in
the habit of edministering justice there; he hos not time to
think of it himself; ho tosses to one of his numerous employés
(for he has people without end working for him) his rough
notion, and tells him to put it into shape ; the satellite goes
to work, always keeping in view the increase of the dignity,
authority, and patronage of the Chancellor, and carcless of
the Council, the King, and the usages of the Constitution.
What is called the Bill is then, for forin’s sake, handed over
to the Lord President (Lord Lansdowne), with injunctionsto
let nobody see it, as i Lie was conspiring against the Coun-
eil, secure that if he meets with no resistance but what is
engendered by Lord Lansdowne's opposition he may enact
anything he pleases. Lord Lansdowne sends it to me {a
long Act of Parliament), with a request that I will return it
by the bearer,’ with any remarks I may bave to make on it.
The end is that I am left, quantum impar, to Gght this with
the Chancellor,

March 15th.~Dlinisterial changes are going on ; Durham
is out, and to be made an earl. Yesterday his elevation was
known, and it is amusing enough that tho spme day an
incident should have oceurred in the House of Lords exhibit-
ing in o good light the worthiness of the subjeet, and how
much he merits it at the hands of Lord Grey.

* * * *

March 29th~TLord Goderich is Privy Seal,! and Stanley

Secretary for the Colonies, after mach trouble. Last year o

definitively created that tribunal, Mr Gresille objected to several of the
Pmmwn! of the mensure, becauso be reparded them sy an wonecenary
of Parki with the sathority of the ign ia his
Council. The & ign might undoubledly hase crrated s Committes of
the judicial members of the l‘nry Couneil: Lut the Bilf went further, and
by extending a8 defining the power of the Judicial Comumittee 2y & Court
of Appeal it nndou\ztrdly proved a very useful and importast measure.}
¥ {Down to this time Lord Goderich had been Secretary for the Colenial
Departwent in Lord Grey's Goverament}




366 REIGN OF WILLIAM 1V, [Cmar, XX,

positive pledge was given to Stanley that he should not
meet Parlinment again but as Secretary of State. It was
not, however, specified who was to make room for him.
The Cabinet settled that it should be Goderich, when
Durham went out, and Palmerston was charged with the
office of breaking it to Goderich with the offer of an earldom
by way of gilding the pill, but Goderich would not hear of
it, said it would look like running away from the Slave
question, and, in short, flatly refused. Stanley threatened to
resign if he was not promoted, and in this dilemma the Duke
of Richmond (who was going to Windsor) persuaded Lord
Grey to let him lay the case before the King, and inform him
that if this arrangement was not made the Government must
be broken up. Ie did so, and the King acquiesced, and at
the same time a similar representation was made to Goderich,
who after a desperate resistance knocked under, and said
that if it must be so he would yield, but only to the King’s
express commands.

March 30th.~—Saw Bdadame de Lieven yesterday, who
told me the story of the late business at St. Petersburg. The
Sultan after the battle of Koniah applied fo the Emperor of
Russia for succour, who ordered twelve sail of the line and
30,000 men to go to the protection of Constantinople. At
the same time General Mouravieff was sent to Constantinople,
with orders to proceed to Alexandria and inform the Pacha
that the Emperor could only look upon him as a rebel, that
he would not suffer the Ottoman Empire to be overturned,
and that if Ibrahim advanced €il aurait affaire & I’Empereur
de Russie.” Orders were accordingly sent to Ibrahim to
suspend his operations, and Mouravieff reburned to Constanti-
nople. TUpon the demand for succour by the Sultan, and
the Emperor’s compliance with it, notification was made
to all the Courts, and instructions were given to the
Russian commanders to retire as soon as the Sultan should
have no further occasion for their aid. So satisfactory was
this that Lord Grey expressed the greatest anxiety that the
Russian armament should arrive in time to arrest the pro-
gress of the Egyptians. They did arrive—at least the fleet
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did—and dropped anchor under the Seraglio. At this junc-
ture arrived Admiral Roussin in o ship of war, and as
Ambagsador of France. He jmmediately informed the
Sultan that the interposition of Russia was superfluous, that
he would undertake to conelude o treaty, and to answer for
the acquiescence of the Pacha, and he sent a project one
article of which was that the Russian fleet should instantly
withdraw., To this propesition the Sultan aceeded, and
without waiting for the Pacha’s confirmation he notificd to
the Russian Ambassador that he bad no longer any wish
for the presence of the Russian fleet, and they accordingly
weighed anchor and sailed away. This is all thatis known
of the transaction, but Madame de Lieven was loud and vehe-
ment about the insolence of Roussin; she said the Emperor
would demund une satisfuction éclatante’—*le rappel et le
ddsaveu de Pamiral Roussin,’ and that if this should be re-
fused the Russian Ambassader would be ordered to quit Paris.
She waits with great anxiety to see the end of the business,
for on it appears to depend the question of peace or war
with France. She said that the day before Namik vient away
intelligence of this event arrived, which Palmerston commu.
nicated to him, The Turk heard it very quietly, and then
only s2id, ¢ Ef od était PAngleterre dans fout cceid”?

T have heard to-night the Goderich version of his late
translation. He had agreed to remain in the Cabinet with-
out an office, but Lord Grey insisted on kis taking the Privy
Seal, and threatened to resign if he did not; he was at
last bullied into acquiescence, and when he had bis audience
of the King his Majesty offered kim anything he had to
give. e said he had made the sacrifice fo please and serve
him, and would take nothing. An carldom—he refused;
the Bath—ditto; the Garter~—that be sald he would {ake,
It was then discovered that he was not of rank sufficient,
when he said he would fake the carldom in order to qualify
himeelf for the Qarter, and so it stands.  There is no Garter
vacant, and one supernumerary already, and Castlereagh
and Lord North, viscounts, and Sir Robert Walpole (al}
Commoners) bad blue ribands !
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London, April 28th.—Came to town last night from New-
market, and the intervening week at Buckenham. Nothing
but racing and hawking; a wretched life—that is, a life of
amusement, bub very unprofitable and discreditable to any-
body who can do better things. Of politics I know nothing
during this interval, but on coming to town find all in con-
fusion, and everybody gaping for ‘what next.’ Government
was beaten on the Malt Tax, and Lord Grey proposed to re-
sign; the Tories are glad that the Government is embarrassed,
no matter how, the supporters sorry and repentant, so that
it is very clear the matter will be patched up; they won’t
budge, and will probably get more regular support for the
fature. Perhaps Althorp will go, but where to find a
Chancellor of the Exchequer will be the difficulty. Poulett
Thomson wants it, but they will not dare commit the
finances of the country to him, so we go scrambling on ‘du
jour la journée.” Nobody knows what is to happen next—no
confidence, no security, great talk of a property tax, to
whieh, I suppose, after wriggling about, we shall at last come.

May 2nd.—The Government affair is patched up, and
nobody goes but Hobhouse,! who thought fit to resign both
his seat in Parliamentand his office, thereby creating another
great embarrassment, which can only be removed by his
re-election and re-appointment, and then, what a farce!

There were two great majorities in the House of Commons
the night before last. The King was all graciousness and
favour to Lord Grey, and so they are set up again, and fancy
themselves stronger than before. But although everybody
(except the fools) wished them to be re-established, it was
evident that this was only because, at this moment, the time
is not ripe for a change, for they inspired no interest either
individually or collectively. It was easy to see that the
Government has no consideration, and that people are

! [Sir John Hobhouse, who had consented to take the Irish Secretary-
ship o month before, resigned now because he felt unable to oppose a
resolution for the abolition of the window duties; and resigning office he
resigned his seat for Westminster also, and was nof re-elected. See in the
‘Edinburgh Review, April 1871 (No. 272), an account of this trans-
action.]
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Hland

getting tired of their and emba: ts, and
begin to turn their eyes to those who are more capable, and
know something of the business of Government—to Pecl and
to Stanley, for the former, in spite of his cold, calenlating
selfishness and duplicity, is the ablest man there is, and we
must take what we can get, and accept services without
troubling ourselves about the motives of those who supply
them, It must come to this conclusion unless the reign of
Radicolism and the authority of the Humes ‘et hoe genus
omne’® is to be substituted. That the present Government
loses ground every day is perfectly clear, and at the same
time that the fruits of the Reform Bill become more lament-
ably apparent, The scrape Government lately got into was
owing partly to the votes that people were obliged to give to
curry favour with their constituents, and partly to negligence
and 1 in whipping in. Hobl ’s resignation is
on t of his pledges, and ¢ Le is forced to pledge
himself on the hustings he finds himself placed ina situation
which compels him to save his honour and consistency by
cmbarrassing the public service to the greatest degrecata
very critical time. 1Men go on asking one another how is it
possible the country can be governed in this manuer, and
nobody car reply.

Since I have been out of town the appeal against the
Chancellor’s judgment in the Drax (lunacy) case has been
heard at the Privy Council,and will be finally determined on
Saturday! Two years have nearly elapsed since thab case

1 [An sppeal lies to the King in Council from orders of the Lond
Chancellor in lunacy, but thers are very few exsmples of the prosecution
of appeals of this nature, This case of Drax . Grosrenor, which ls re-
ported in “Knapp's Priry Counert Cases,! way therefore ono of great
peculiarity. The Lill itating the Judicial Committeo had not at this
timo become Jaw; this appeal was therefors heard by a Committee or the
Lords of the Council, to which any member of the Prisy Council might be
summoned. Care weas taken that the bighest lepal authorities should ba
present. It wax the last time Lord Lldon aat ins eourt of law. Tend
Brougbam, the Chancellar, sxt on the Committee, although the appest was
brought from an order made by bimwlf: this practice kad not been une
common in the Iouse of Lords, but it bad not been the practice of the
Tivy Courcil, whero indeed the case conld scldom arise.}

YOL. 1. i)
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was lodged, and the Chancellor has always found pretexts
for getting the hearing postponed; at length the parties
became so clamorous that it was necessary to fix a day. He
then endeavoured to pack a committee, and spoke to Lord
Lansdowne about summoning Lord Plunket, Lord Lyndhurst,
and the Vice-Chancellor, but Leach, who hates Brougham,
and is particularly nettled at his having reversed some of his
judgments, bestirred himself, and represented to Lord Lans-
downe the absolute necessity (in a case of such consequence)
of having all the ex-Chancellors to hear it. Plunket was
gone to Ireland, so the Committee consisted of the Lord
President, the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Master of the
Rolls, Lords Eldon, Lyndhurst, and Manners. They say the
argument was very able—Sugden in support of the Chan-
cellor’s judgment, and Pemberton against it; they expect it
will be reversed. Leach, foolishly enough, by question and
-observation, exhibited a strong bias against the Chancellor,
who never said a word, and appeared very calm and easy,
but with rage in his heart, for he was indignant at these
Lords having been summoned (as his secretary told Lennard?),
-and said ‘he was sure it was all Leach’s doing.” What a
man! how wonderful! how despicable! carrying into the
-administration of justice the petty vanity, personal jealousy
and pique, and shuffling arts that would reflect ridicule and
.odium on a silly woman of fashion. He has smuggled his
Privy Council Bill through the House of Lords without the
slightest notice or remark.

May 16th.—On coming to town found the Westminster
election just over, and Evans returned. —They would not
hear Hobhouse, and pelted him and his friends. No
Secretary for Ireland is to be found, for the man must be
competent, and sure of re-election. TFew are the first and
none the last. Hobhouse is generally censured for having
put Government in this great difficulty, but the Tories see it
all with a sorb of grim satisfaction, and point at it asa happy
illustration of the benefits of the Reform Bill. I point too,

but I don’t rejoice.
1 [John Barrett Lennard, Esq., was Chief Clerk of the Council Office.]
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At the same time with Hobhouse’s defeat came forth
Stanley’s plan for slave emancipation, which produced rage
and fury among both West Indians aud Snints, being too
much for the former and not enough for the latter, and both
announced their opposition to it. Practical men declare
that it is impossible to carry it into effect, and that the
details are unmanageable. Even the Government adherents
do not pretend that it is a good and safe measure, but the
best that conld be hit off under the circumstances; these
circumstances being the old motive, ¢the people will have it.”
The night before last Stanley developed his plan in the
House of Commons in a speech of threc hours, which was
very eloquent, but rather disappointing, e handled the
preliminary topies of horrors of slavery and colonial obstinacy
and misconduct with all the vigour and success that might
have been expected, but when ke come to his measwre e
{ailed toshow how it was to be put in operation and to work.
The peroration and culogy on Wilberforee were very brilliant.
Towick had previously a d hisint of opposing
Stanley, and accordingly le did so in o specch of consider-
able vehemenco which lasted two hours. Ie was nof, how-
ever, well received; his father and mother bad in vain
endeavoured to divert him from his resolution ; Dut though
they say his speech was clever, ke has damaged himself by
it. His plan is immediate emancipation,!

While such is the state of things here—enormous interests
under discussion, great disquietude and alarm, no fecling of
seenrity, no confid in the Gor , and a Parliament
that inspires fear rather than hope—matters abroad scem to
be no better managed than they are at home., It is remark-
able that the hasiness in the East bas escaped with so little
animadversion, for there never was a fairer object of attack.
While France lias been vapouring, end e kave been doing
nothing at all, Russia has established her own influence in
Turkey, and made herself virtually mistress of the Ottoman

¥ (The result proved that Lonl Howick was right,  The spprenticeskip
system projored by Lord Stanley was carried, but falled 5 execution, aad
wtas oventuslly alandonsd.}
a2
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Empire. At a time when our interests required that we
should be well represented, and powerfully supported, we
had neither an Ambassador nor a fleet in the Mediterranean:
and because Lord Ponsonby is Lord Grey's brother-in-law
he has been able with impunity to dawdle on months after
months at Naples for his pleasure, and leave afthirs at
Constantinople to be managed or mismanaged by a Chargd
@’ Affaires who is altogether incompetent.

May 19th.—They have found a Seeretary for Treland in
the person of Littleton,! which shows to what shifts they
are put. He is rich, which is his only qualifieation, being
neither very able nor very popular. The West India ques-
tion is postponed. The Dulke of Wellington told me that he
thought it would pass away for {his time, and (hat all parties
would be convinced of the impracticability of any of the plans
now mooted. I said that nothing could do away the mis-
chief that had been done by broaching it.  Ile thought <the
mischief might be avoided ;° but then these people do nothing
to avoid any mischicef. T was marvellously struck (we rode
together through St. James's Park) with the profound re-
speet with which the Duke was freated, everybody we met
taking off their hats to him, everybody in the park rising e
he went by, and every appearance of his inspiring great
reverence. I like this symptom, and it is the more remarl-
able because it is not popularity, but a much higher feeling
towards him, e has forfeited his populurity more than
once; ke has taken a line in politics direetly counter to the

Tho Tt Yon. 1. J. Litth-ton, MUE, for S adshies, and alierwands
first Lord Hatherton.,
1t was Tord John Ihreeedl who abiled Lond Grey tooasdhe Littler o
Trish S‘Lcruan. He toll me e iz May 1571 bt plded, Sl akind ©oante
a mistake,  The appointment war w holly nee dicitrd ned n::h!_;w!rt by
Mr Littletan hineel, swho happened to b= daid ep s the ti i by oan
recident. Op the e er' of the ety froa Leal Girey oo ’:.:r:'; (N
Sreetaraabip of Treland, and noguetioe him to wle Do, ‘Yr. finl-v y
cazsulted Mr, Frrsh erly, who v of opine s that Le o T' o pevent the
o¥er, Thie therefure ba r‘ A, ezl Lot ae ] oo from } Brameny §oohreale
withont great Gifidensr nod hesitation; anl Lo ointioated h Tt Wr‘”)
that e would enly rotain bie ol untile n erterpuzneo b gl 6

Aveer ¥t
revep bl
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popular birs; but though in moments of excitement ke is
attacked and vilified (and his broken windows, which ¥ wish
ke would mend, still preserve a record of the violence of the
mob), when the excitement pubsides there is always a re-
turning sentiment of admiration and respeet for him, kept
alivé by the recollection of lis splendid actions, such as no
one else ever inspired. Mauch, too, as I have regretted and
censured the enormous errors of his political career {at
times), T belicve that this sentiment is in o great degree pro-
duced by the justice which is done to ks political character,
sometimes mistaken, but always high-minded and patriotic,
and never mean, false, or selfish. If he las nimed at power,
and overrated his own capacity for wielding i, it has been
with the purest intentions and the most conscientious views.
I believe firmly that no man had ever at heart to s greater
degree the honour and glory of his country; and hereafter,
when justico will be done to his memory, ond his character
and conduet be seanned with impartial eyes, if his capacity
for government appears unequal to the exigencies of the
times in which he was placed at the head of offsirs, the
purity of his motives and the noble character of his ambition
will be amply ncknowledged.

The Duke of Orleans iz here, and very well received by
the Court and the world. e is good-looking, dull, hns good
manners and little conversation, goes everswhere, and dances
all night, At the ball at Court the Queen waltzed with the
two Dukes of Orleans and Brunswick.

Peel campelled old Cobbett to bring on his motion for
getting him erased from the Privy Council, which Cobbett
wisbed to shirk from. He gave him a terrible dressing, and it
all went off for Pecl in the most fiattering way. e gains every
day more authority and influence in the House of Commons,
Tt mast end in Peel and Stanley, unless everything ends.

May 27th.~All last week at Epsom, and now, thank God,
these races are over. I have had all the trouble and excite-
ment nnd worry, and have neither won nor lost ; nothing but
the hope of gain would induce me fo go through this de-
moralising drudgery, which I am conscious reduces me to
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treated im to take the odds for him to 1,000!. about a horse
for the Derby, and deposited a note in his hand for the pur-
pose. He told him half the horses were made safe, and that
it wag arranged this one was to win. After much delay, and
having got his promise to Iay out the money, e told kim it
was my horse. He did baclk the horse for the man for 7001,
but the same person told him if my horse conld not win Dan-
gerous would, and lie backed the latter likewise for 1001, by
which his friend was saved, and won 800/, He did not tell
me his name, nor anything more, except that his object was,
if hie had won, to pay his creditors, and he had authorised
Payne to retain the money, if ho won it, for that purpose.

e heard, while at the Oaks, that M. Dedel had signed
the convention between France, England, and Holland, on
which nll the funds rose. The King of Holland's ratifiention
was still o be got, and many people will not believe in that
till they see it.

June 3rd.—The Government are in high spirits. The
Saints have given in their adbesion to Stanley’s plan, and
they expect to carry the West Indiz question. The Bank mea-
sure has satisfied the directors, and most people, except Peel.
The Dalke of Wellington told me he was very well satisfied,
but that they had intended to make better terms with the
Bank, snd he thought they should have done so. Melbourne
says, * Now that we arc ns much hated as they were, we shall
stay in for ever.’

As I came into town (having come by the steamboat from
Margate very luzuriously) on Saturday X found a final meet-
ing ot the Council Office to dispose of the lunacy case. It
was so late when Hormo finished his reply that I thonght
there was no chance of any discussion, and I did not go in;
but I met the Master of the Rolls afterwards, who told me
they had delivered their opinions, Lord Eldon cautiously, he
himself ¢ broadly,” which I will be bound he did (for he hates
Brougham), and that, though no judzment had been yet
given, the Chancellor’s decree would be reversed; so that
after all Brougham’s wincing and wriggling fo this ho has
been forced to sobmit at last,
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others that he cannot manage the Tories, and that they
were determined o fight; in short, that he hag not the same
authority as leader of a party that he had as general of an
army, for nobody would have forced him to fight the baitle
of Salamanca or Vittoria if he had nof fancied it himself.
The effect, however, has been this: the Xouse of Lords has
had a rap on the knuckles from the King, their legishative
functions are practically in abeyance, and his Majesty is
more tied than over to his Ministers. The House of Lords
is paralysed; it exists upon sufferance, and cannot venture
to throw out or materially alter any Bill (such as the Tudia,
Bauk, Negro, Church Recform, &e.) which may come up to
it without tho certainty of being instantly swamped, and the

, however obnoxious, d dowm its throat.
This Government has lost ground in public opinion, they
were daily falling lower, and these predestinated idiots como
and bolster them wp just when they wost want it. Tavis-
tock acknowledged fo me that they were unpopular, and
that this freak had been of vast service to them; conse-
quently they are all elated to the greatest degree. The
Tories are sulky and crestfallen; moderate men ave vexed,
disappointed, grieved ; and the Radicals stand grinving by,
chuckling at the sight of the Conservatives (at least those
who s0 call themselves, and those swho must be so really)
cutting each others’ throats.

On Saturday, the day after I came back, I foand a final
meeting at the Conncil Office on the lunacy ease, the appeal
of Grosvenor against Drax. There were Lord Lansdowae,
“he Chancellor, Viee-Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, Lord
\lanners, Lord Eldon, and Lord Lyndbusst. The rule is
TI¥he President of the Council collects the opinions and
rtes, beginning with the junior Privy Councillor. This
vas the Chancellor, who made o sort of apology for his

) [This must be & mistake. Tho Chancellor takes rnlin {ho Priey
Touncil sfler the lond I'resident and before everyoms ele.  Land
Broughnm was junior Privy Councillor in mere acnlority, but bls office pavo
sim rank over the others preeent, iy opinion was probably taken fint out
of comgplinsent fo him, &3 he had made the order under review.}
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others that he cannot manage the Tories, and that they
were determined to fight; in short, that he has not the same
authority as leader of a party that he had as general of an
army, for nobody would have forced him to fight the battle
of Salamanca or Vittoria if e had not fancied it himself.
The effect, however, has been thls. the House of Lords has
had a rap on the knuckles from the King, their legislative
functions are practically in abeyance, nml his Majesty is
more tied than cver to his Ministers. The House of Lords
is paralysed; it exists upon sufferance, and cannot venture
to throw out or materially alter any Bill (such as the Tndia,
Bank, Negro, Church Reform, &e.) which may come up to
it without the certainty of being instantly swamped, and the
measures, however obnoxious, crammed down its throat.
This Government has lost ground in public opinion, they
were daily falling lower, and these predestinated idiots come
and bolster them up just when they most want it. Tavis-
tock acknowledged to me that they were unpopular, and
that this freak had been of vast service to them; conse-
quently they are all elated to the greatest degree. The
Tories are sulky and crestfallen; moderate men are vexed,
disappointed, grieved ; and the Radicals stand grinning by,
chuckling at the sight of the Conservatives (at Jeast those
who so call themselves, and those who must be so really)
cutting each others’ throats.

On Saturday, the day after I came back, I found o final
meeting at the Council Office on the lunacy case, the appeal
of Grosvenor agninst Drax. There were Lord Lansdowac,
the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, Lord

. Manners, Lord Eldon, and Lord Lyndhurst. The rule is
\\';&’Cﬂm President of the Couneil collects the opinions and
‘votes, Leginning with the junior Privy Councillor. This

was the Claneellor,! who made o sort of apology for his

* [This must be & mistake, The Chancellor takes rank in tho Privy
Council afier the Lord I‘rmdent and before everyome elee. Lard
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Tondon, June 11th.—At 2 place called Buckhurst all last
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others that ke cannot manage the Tories, and that they
were determined to fight; in short, that he has not the same
authority as leader of n party that he had as general of an
army, for nobody would have forced him to fight the battle
of Salamanca or Vittoria if e had not fancied it himself.
The effect, however, has been this: the House of Lords has
Liad a rap on the knuckles from the King, their legislative
functions are practically in abeyance, and his Majesty is
more tied than ever to his Ministers. The House of Lords
is paralysed; it exists upon suffernnce, and cannot venture
to throw out or materially alter any Bill (such as the India,
Baunk, Negro, Church Reform, &c.) which may come up to
it without tho certainty of being instantly swamped, and the
measures, however obnoxious, crnmmed down its throat.
This Government has lost ground in public opinion, they
were daily falling lower, and these predestinated idiots come
and Lolster them up just when they most want it. Tavis-
tock acknowledged to wme that they were unpopular, and
that this freak Lad been of vast serviee to them; conse-
quently they are all clated to the greatest degree. The
Tories are sulky and crestfallen; moderate men are vexed,
disappointed, grieved ; and the Radicals stand grinning by,
chuckling at the sight of the Conservatives (at least those
who 50 call themselves, and those who must be so really)
cutting each others’ throats.

On Saturday, the day after T came back, I found o final
mecting at the Council Office on the lunacy ease, the appeal
of Grosvenor against Drax. There were Lord Lansdowae,
the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, Lord

+. . _Manners, Lord Eldon, and Lord Lyndhurst. The rule is
‘\i.\.z ihe President of the Council colleets the opinions and
wOtes, beginning with the junior Privy Councillor. This
was the Chancellor,' who made a sort of apology for his

* [This must bo a mistake, The Chancellor tales rank in the Privy
Council after the Lord I'resident and before everyons ele. Lord |
Drougham was junior I'rivy Councillor in mero seniority, but his ofice gave
Lim rank over the others present, Ilis opinion waa protably takea £t oat
of compliment to bim, as he kad made the onder under review.]
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Judgment, stating that he had made the order just after two
or three very flagrant cases of a similar description had been
brought under his notice, and then he went into this case,
and endeavoured to show that there was fraud (and inten-
tional fraud) on the part of the Grosvenors, and he main-
tained, without insisting on,and very mildly, his own former
view of the case. Leach then made a speech strongly
against the judgment, and Lord Eldon made a longish
speech, very clear, and very decided against it, interlarded
with professions of his ¢ sincere’ respect for the person who
delivered the judgment. The Chancellor did not reply to
Lord Eldon, but put some questions—some hypothetical, and
some upon parts of the case itself—which, together with some
remarks, brought on a discussion between him' and Leach,
in which the latter ended by lashing himself into a rage.
¢ My Lord,’ said he to the Chancellor, ‘we talk too much,
and we don’t stick to the point.” Brougham put on one of
his scornful smiles, and in reply to something (I forget what)
that the Vice-Chancellor said he dropped in his sarcastic
tone that he would do so and so “if his Honour would per-
mit.” For a moment I thought there would be a breeze, but
it ended without any vote, in the adoption of a form of
reversal suggested by Lord Eldon, which left it to the option
of the respondent to institute other proceedings if he should
think fit. Afterwards all was harmony. Ildon seemed
tolerably fresh, feeble, but clear and collected. He was in
spirits about the dinner which had just been given him by
the Templars, at which he was received with extraordinary
honours. He said he hoped never to be called to the Council
Board again, and this was probably the last occasion on
which he will have to appear in a judicial capacity. It is
remarkable that his last act should be to reverse a judgment
of Brougham’s, Brougham being Chancellor and himself
nothing. I could not help looking with something like
emotion at this extraordinary old man, and reflecting upon
his long and laborious career, which is terminating gently
and by almost insensible gradations, in a manner more
congenial to a philosophic mind than to an ambitious spirit.
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Asg a statesman and o politician he has survived and wit-
negsed the ruin of his party and the subversion of those
particular institutions to whick he tenaciously elang, and
which his prejudices or his wisdom made him think indis-
pensable to the existence of the Constifution. As an indi-
1idual hig destiny has been happier, for he has preserved the
strength of his body and the vigour of his mind far beyond
the ordinary period allotted to man, he is adorned with
honours and blessed with wealth sufficient for the aspira-
tions of pride and avarice, and while the lapse of time ltas
silenced the voice of envy, and retirement from office has
mitigated the rancour of politieal hostility, his great and
acknowledged authority as a luminary of the law shines forth
with purer lustre. Ile enjoys, perbaps, the most perfeet
reward of his long life of labour and stedy—a foretaste
of posthtumous honour and fame. He has lived to sece his
name venerated and his decisions received with profound
respect, and be is departing in peace, swith the proud assur-
ance that he bas left to his country a mighty legacy of law
and sccured to himself an imperishable fame.

June 15th.—The day before yesterday I had occasion to
see the Dulke of Wellington about the business in which we
are joint trustees, and when we had done I said, ¢ Well, that
business in the House of Lords turned out ill the other day,”
¢Noj; do you think so?” he said, and then he went into the
matter. e said that he was compelled to make the motion
by the answer Lord Grey gave to his question o few nights
before; that his party in the House of Lords would not be
satisfied without diriding—they had been impatient to
attack the Govermment, and were not {o be restrained; that
on the question itself they were right; that so far from his
doing harm to tho Government, if they availed themselves
wisely of the defeat they might turn it to necount in the
House of Commons, and so far it was'of -vse 1o them, as it
afforded n convincing proof to thelrsupporters that the
House of Lords might be depended npon for good purposes,
and they might demand of their supporters in the other
House that they should enable them to earry good measures,
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and they keep the House of Commons in harmony with the
House of Lords. He said the Government would make no
Peers, and that they could not; that the Tories were by no
means frightened or dlsheartened and meant to take the
first opportunity of showing fight again ; in short, he seemed
not dissatisfied with what had already occurred, and resolved
to pursue the same course. He said the Tories were indig-
nant at the idea of being compelled to keep quiet, and that
if they were to be swamped the soomer it was done the
better, and that they would not give up their right to deal
with any question they thought fit from any motive of expe-
diency whatever.

I don’t know what to make of the Duke and his conduct.
The Catholic question and the Corn Laws and Canning rise
up before me, and make me doubt whether he is so pure in
his views and so free from vindictive feelings as I thought
and hoped he was. When Lords Grey and Brougham went
down to the King after the defeat, they did not talk of
Peers, and only proposed the short answer to the Lords, to
which he consented at once. His Majesty was very indig-
nant with the Duke, and said it was the second time he had
got him into a scrape, he had made a fool of him last year, and
now wanted to do the same thing again. Some pretend that
all this indignation is simulated ; the man is, I believe, more
foolish than false. \

June 19th.—The King dined with the Duke at his
Waterloo dinner yesterday, which does not look as if he had
been 50 very angry with him as the Government people say.
The Duke had his windows mended for the occasion, whether
in honour of bhis Majesty or in consequence of H. B.’s cari-
cature I don’t know.

T had a long conversation with Sir Willoughby Cotton
on Sunday about Jamaica affairs. He is Commander-in-
Chief, just come home, and just going out again. He told
me what he had said to Stanley, which was to this effect:
that the compensation would be esteemed munificent, greater
by far than they had expected; that they had looked for a
loan of fifteen millions at two per cent. interest, bub that the
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and they keep the House of Commons in harmony with the
House of Lords. He said the Government would make no
Peers, and that they could not; that the Tories were by no
means frightened or disheartened, and meant to talke the
first opportunity of showing fight again ; in short, he seemed
not dissatisfied with what had already oceurred, and resolved
to pursue the same course. He said the Tories were indig-
nant at the idea of being compelled to Jkeep quiet, and that
if they were to be swamped the sooner it was done the
better, and that they would not give up their right to deal
with any question they thought fit from any motive of expe-
diency whatever.

I don’t know what to make of the Duke and his conduct.
The Catholic question and the Corn Laws and Canning rise
up before me, and make me doubt whether he is so pure in
his views and so free from vindictive feelings as I thought
and hoped he was. VWhen Lords Grey and Brougham went
down to the King after the defeat, they did not talk of
Peers, and only proposed the short answer to the Lords, to
which be consented at once. His Majesty was very indig-
nant with the Duke, and said it was the second time he had
got him into a scrape, he had made a fool of him last year, and
now wanted to do the same thing again. Some pretend thab
all this indignation is simulated; the man is, I believe, more
foolish than false.

June 19th.—The King dined with the Duke at his
Waterloo dinner yesterday, which does not look as if he had
been so very angry with him as the Government people say.
The Duke had his windows mended for the occasion, whether
in honour of his Majesty or in consequence of H. B.’s cari-

cature I don’t know.
I had a long conversation with Sir Willoughby Cotton

on Sunday about Jamaica affairs. He is Commander-in-
Chief, just come home, and just going out again. He told
me what he had said to Stanley, which was to this effect:
that the compensation would be esteemed munificent, greater
by far than they had expected; that they had looked for a
loan of fifteen millions at two per cent, interest, bub that the
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friends of Government is-incredible, and the Tories were
very triumphant without being at all conciliated. The
Speaker said he should not be surprised to see the Bill
thrown out by the junction of the Tories and Radicals on
the third reading, which is not likely, and the suppression of
this clause, which after all leaves the matter just as it was,
will probably carry it through the House of Lords. Tt is,
however, very questionable whether they were right in with-
drawing it, and Tavistock told me that though he thought
it was ght it was ill dome, and had given great offence.
Somehow or other Stanley, with all his talents, makes a mess
of everything, bubt this comes of being (what the violent
Whigs suspect him of being) half a Tory. Measures are
concocted upon ultra principles in the Cabinet, and then as
his influence is exerted, and his wishes are obliged to be
consulted, they are modified and altered, and this gives a
character of vacillation to the conduct of Government, and
exhibits a degree of weakness and infirmity of purpose which
prevents their being strong or popular or respectable. No-
body, however, can say that they are obstinate, for they are
eternally giving way to somebody. In the House of Lords
there was a sharp skirmish between Brougham and Lynd-
hurst, and high Parliamentary words passed between these
‘noble friends’ on the Liocal Courts Bill. The Tories did
not go down to support Lyndhurst, which provoked him, and
Brougham was nettled by his and old Eldon’s attacks on the
Bill.

There is great talk of a letter which the King is said to
have written to the bishops—that is, to the Archbishop for
the edification of the episcopal bench. It is hardly credible
that he and Taylor should have been guilty of this folly,
after the letter which they wrote to the Peers a year and a
half ago and the stir that it made.

I have got from Sir Henry Lushington Monk Lewis’s
journals and his two voyages to the West Indies (ome of
which I read at Naples), with liberty to publish them, which
I mean to do if I can get money enough for him. He says
Muwrray offered him 5007, for the manuscripts some years
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rather elated at such a signal proof of his disposition to sup-
port them. I think, as far as being a discouragement to
the Tories, and putting an end to their notion that he is
hankering after them, it may be of use, and it is probably
true that he does not wish for a change, but on the contrary
dreads it. He naturally dreads whatever is likely to raise a
storm about his ears and interrupt his repose.

Lyndhurst is in such a rage at his defeat in the House
of Lords on the Local Courts Bill that he swore at first he
would never come there again. What he said—that ¢if they
had considered it a party question the. result would have
been very different,” which Brougham unaccountably took for
a threat against the Government—iwas levelled at his own
Tory friends for not supporting him. On the third reading
they mean to have another fight about it. I understand the
lawyers that the Bill is very objectionable, and "calculated to
degrade the profession. I satby Talleyrand at dinner the day
before yesterday, who told me a good deal about Mirabeau,
but as he had a bad cold, in addition to his usual mode of
pumping up his words from the bottomest pit of his stomach,
it was next to impossible to understand him. He said
Mirabeau was really intimate with three people only—him-
self, Narbonne, and Lauzun—that Auguste d’Aremberg was
the negotiator of the Court and medium of its communica-
tions with Mirabeau ; that he had found (during the pro-
visional Government) a receipt of Mirabeau’s for a million,
which he had given to Louis XVIIL

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.

LONDON : PRINTED.DY
#POTTISWOODE AND CO., NEW-STREET SQUARE
AXD PARLIAMENT STREET
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Beo 155

Mental and Moral
Seience; @ Compendiume of
Prsychology and Ethics.

By A. Bain, LL.D,

Thind Edition, Croun Si0. 105 61 Or
separately: Fart 1 Mental Scrence, 64, 64
Zart 21 Moral Sewence, 45 6.

Hume's Trealisc on Hi-
man Nalure.

Edited, with Notes, &e. by
7. H. Green, M.A. and
the Rev. 7. H. Grose,
ArA.

2 zals, Sco. 285

Hume's Essays Moral,
Political, and Literary.
By the same Editors.

2ol S0 287

8,8 Theolose formacomplce and urifiorrs
Ldwens of Hvnr's Lhilees ° 7

Iorks,
-



1

(8]

NEW WORKS rususieo sy LONGMANS & CO.

MISCELLANEOUS &

Miscellaneous and Post-
fewmeous Works of the late
LHenry Thonws Buckle.
Edited,with a Biographical

WNotice, by Helen Taylor.
3 vols. Swo. £2. 125. 6d.

Short Studies on Great
Subyects.
By F. A. Froude M.A.
Jormerly Fellow of
Lxeter College, Oxford.

2 wols. crown 8vo. 125,

Lord Macaulay's Mais-

cellancous Writings.

LIBRARY EDITION, 2 vo/s. Svo. Porirait, 21s.
PEOPLE’s EDITION, I wol. ¢ 8vo. 4s. 64.

Lord Macaulay’s His-

cellaneons Writings and
Speeclees.

Students’ Edition. Croiwn Svo. 6s.

Speeches of the Right
Hon. Lord Macaulay, cor-
rected by Humnself.

Leople's Edition.  Crewn Svo. 3s. 64,

LordMacanlaysSpeeches
o1z Parliamenitary Reform
272 1831 and 18332,

167m0. 1s.

Thee Rev. Sydney Siitle's
Essays contributed to the
Edinburgl Review.

Authorised Edition, complele in One Volume,
Crozwn 8wo. 25, 6d. sewed, or 3s. 6d. coll.

CRITICAL WORKS.
Z/re Rev. Sydney Sniitli's

Miscellancous Works.
Croiwz 8vo. 6s.

The Vit and Wisdom of
the Rev. Syducy Suith.

Crown 8yo. 55, 6d.

The Miscellaneous
Worts of T feomas Arnold,
D.D. Late Head Master of
Rugby School and Regius
Professor of Modern His-
tory in the Univ. of Ox-

Jord, collected and repub-

lis/icd,
Szo. 7s. 6d.

Manual of Englisi Lite-
rature, Historical and
Critical.

By Thomas Arnold, M.A.

New Editiorn,  Crowon Svo. 7s. 6d.

Realities of [rish Life.
By V. Steuart Trench.

Cr. Swo. 25. 6d. sewed, or 3s. 6d. cloth.

Lectures on 1he Science
of Language.
By F. Mazx Miiller, M. A.
&e.

Secenth Ldition.

Chips from a German
Workshep ; being Essays
on the Sceence of Rc/zrrzozz,
and on Mythology, 17 radi-
tions, and Customs.

By F. Max Miiller, 2.4,
c“;’

woly, 8o, £2.

2zols. creion Svo. 165,
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Families of Speech.
Four Lectures delizvered at
the Royal Institution.

By F. V. Farrar, 3.A.
FRS.
ANz Ldition,  Crown 8:0. 38, G,

Clapters on Language.

By I, W, Farrar, 3LA.

FR.S.

Az Ldition,  Crom 820§

Southey's Doctor, com-
Plete in One Volune.
LEdited by Rev, F. V.

Warter, B.D.

Spuare ecrowon 8o, 125, 6.

A Budget of Paradoxes.
By Augustus De Morgan,
F.R.AS.

Feprintd, with Author's Additions, from
e Mberccam er, v S

Recreations of a Country
Parsosn.

By A. K. . B.
Thw Sorice, 35, 64, sach,

Landscapes,  Clurches,
and Moralitics.
Br A K H. B,
Crewn Bev, 30, 6,

Seaside Ausings on Sun-
days and 1Weekdays.
By A.K.H. D,
Crowen Brv. 3. 6,

Changed A spects of Un-
changed Truths.
By A K. H. B
Crowen 8o, 3¢ Gd.

Counsel and  Confort
Sron: & Caty Pulpat.

By A. K. H. B
Crown Szo. 35, 6d.

Lessons of Middle Age.
By A. &K H. B.

Crowen Sco, 35 61,

Leisure Hours in Town
By A. K. H. B.

Crown S 35 6.

The Autumn Holidays
of a Country Puarson.
By A K. H. B.

Crown 810 35, 67

Sunday Aflevnoons at
the Parisk Church of a
Seotlishk University City.
By A. K. H. B,

Crown B:o. 35. 62,

Zhe Commonplace Fhi-
losopher i Towr and’
Country,

By A K. H. B,
Crown 8:o. 30 Gd.

Present-Day Thoughts.
By A. K. H. B.
Crveen 8o, 30, 64,
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Critical Essays of a
Country Parson.
By A. K. H. B.

Crown 8vo. 3. 64d.

Zhe Graver Thoughts of
a Country Parson.
By A. K. H. B.

Two Series, 3s. 6d. eack.

Principles of Education,
drawn  frome Nature and
Revelation, and applicd to
Female Education 2 the
Upper Classes.

By the Author of * Ay
Herbert.

2 vols. fep. Svo. 125, 64

From  Fanuary to De-
cember; a Book for Clildren.
Second Edition.  8vo. 3s. 64,

The Election of Repre-
sentatives, Parliamentary
and Municipal; a Treatise.”
By Tlos. Hare, Barrister.

Lourtl Edition.  Post 8vo. 7s.

Mzscellaneous Writings
of Foln Conington, M.A.
Edited by ¥. A. Symonds,

M.A. With a Memoir
by H.7.S. Smith, M.A.

2 wols. 8vo. 28s.

DICTIONARIES and OTHER BOOKS of -
REFERENCE.

A Dictionary of the

English Language.

By R. G. Lathan, M.A.
M.D. F.R.S. Founded
on the Dictionary of Dr.
S. Fohnson, as edited by
the Rev. H. F. Zodd,
with numerous Emenda-
tions and Additions.

4 vols. 4fo. £7.

Thesaurus of English
Words and Plrases, classt-
Jeed and arranged so as to
Jactlitate the expression of
Ldeas,and assist in Literary
Composition.
By P. M. Roget, M.D.

Crown 8vo. 105, 6d.

LEreglish Synonymes.

By E. F. Whately. Edited
by Archbisiop W hately.
Fifth Edition, Fcp. 8vo. 3s.

-

A Practical Dictionary
of the French and English
Languages.

By Léon Contansear, many
years French. Examiner
Jor Military and Civil
Appointinents, &.

Post 8vo. 105, 6d.

Contansear's Poclket Dic-
tionary, French and Eng-
lish, abridged frou e
Practical Dictionary, 0y

the Author.
Square 18mo, 3s. 64.
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An English-Greeke Lexi-

con, containiing all the Greek

Words wused by Writers of
- good authority.

By C. D. Yonge, B.A.

New Edition.  4lo. 21s.
Mr.YongesNewlLexicon,
Englishand Greek aérza’ged
Jrom feis lavger Lexicon.
Square 12mo. 8s. 6d.

M Cullock's Dictionary,
Practical, Theoretical, and
Historical, of Commerce
and Commercial Naviga-
tiom.

Edited by H. G. Reid.
8vo. 63s.

The Post Office Gazetteer
of the United Kingdom: a
Complete Dictionary of all
Cities, Towns, Villages, and
of the Principal Gentle-
meir's Seats, 112 Great Bri-

tain and Ireland, referred
to the nearest Post Town,
Railway & Telegrapl Sta-
tion,; with Natural Fealures
and Obyects of Note.

By F. A. Sharp.

Iz 1 wol. 8vo. of abdout 1,500 pages.
. [[n the press.

A Geneml Dictionary
of Geograply, Descriptive,
Plysical, Statistical, and
Hastorical; forming a com-
plete Gazetteer of the World.
By A. Keith Folhuston,

FRSE. -

New Edition, thoroughly revised.
{5 the press.

The Public Schools A tlas
“of Modern Geography. In
31 Maps, exlibiting clearly
the more tmportant Plyst-
cal Features of the Coun-
tries delineated.

Edited, with Introduction,
oy Rev. G. Butler, M. A.

Imperial quarto, 3s. 6d. sewed 5 §s. cloth.

The Public Schools Ma-
nual of Modern Geography
Forming « Companion to
« The Public Schools A tlas
of Modern Geograply.

By Rev. G. Butler, M.A.

{71 the press.

T e Public Schools A tlas
" of Ancient Geography.
LEdited, with an Iniroduc-
t1072 on the Study of An-
cient Geography, by the
Rev. G. Butler, M. A.

Imperial Quarto. [f3 the press.
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A New Star Atlas, for
the Library, the School, and
fic Obscrvatory, i 12 Cir-
cular Aaps (wille 2 Tndex
LPlates).

Dy R. A. Proctor, D.A.
Creoson Sva, 55,

Celestial Objects for Comn-

mon Telescopes.

By T. V. Wb, A1.A.
I R.AS.

New Edition, weith Map of the dleon and
Woodeuts,  Crowon Sto. 75, 64,

LargerStarAtlas, jortic
Library, in Twelve Cir-
cular Maps, photolitio-
graphed by A. Brothers,
FRAS. With 2 Index
Plates and a Lclierpress
Lutroduction.

By R. A. Proctor, BA.

Sccond Edition.  Small folie, 23s.

Magnetism and Devia-
tion of the Compass. Ior
theusc of Students in Navi-
gation and Scicnce Sclools.
By F. Merrificld, LL.D.

18mo0. 1s. Od,

Dove's Law of Storms,
considered 11 connexion with
lhe ordinary Movements of
the Atmosplere.
Translated by R. H. Scott,

M.A.

S0, 105, O,

Air and Rain; the Be-
ginnings of a Chemical
Climatology.

By R. A. Snith, F.R.S.
Swo. 24s,

Nautical Surveying, an
Tutroduction to the Practi-
cal and Theorctical Study

of-
By F. K. Laughton, M.A.

Small Szo, Gs.

Schielleir’s Spectvunn.dna-
lysis, 2 ils Application to
Terrestrial Substances and
the Pleysical Constitution of
the Heavenly Bodies.
Translated by Fane and

C. Lassell; edited, with
Notes, by W. Huggens,
LL.D. FR.S. '

TVith 13 Plates and 223 IWoodeuts. 8vo. 28s.

NATURAL HISTORY and PHYSICAL
SCIENCE.

T e Correlation of Fley-
sical Forees.
By the Hon. Sir W. R.
Grove, F.R.S. &e.

Sixth Edition, with other Contributions to
Science,  8wvo. 155,

Professor Helmholtz
Popular Lectures on Scien-
tific Subjects.

Translated by E. Atkinson,
F.C.S.

With many Hlustrative Wood Engravings.
8vo, 124, 6d.
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[eal a Aode of Motion.
Dy Foliu Tyndall, . R.S.

Lol Edition, Cr. Sve, soith Wocdeuts,”
107, G4,

Sound,; a Conrse of Zight
Lectures delivered af the
Royal Iustitution of Gicat
DLritain.

Ly Foln Tyndall, F.R.S.

Jortrait end ocdets, Cr. 8o, gs.

" Rescarcles on Diainag-

netisin aind dMagie-Crystal-

lic Actioir; tncluding the

Questioiz of Diamagietic
Polarity.

Dy Folir Tyndall, F.R.S.

1150 6 Pictes and reany Weodents, Svo. 149,

Contributions to Alole-
citlar Physics in the do-
main of Radiant fcal.
By Foln Tyundall, F.R.S.

13ith 2 Piatos and 31 Tlecdcnts, Soe. 168

Lectures on Light, de-
lrvered in thic United States
of Aumcrice i 1872 and
1873.

By ¥. Tyndall, F.R.S.
Crowon Swo, 7s. 64.

Notes of a Course of

Scoven Lectuies on LElectri-
cal Plenoiiena and Thico-
7ies, delivered at the Royal
Lustztution.

By F. Tyndell, F.R.S.

Crown 8o, 15, sewedy or 1s. 62. cloth.

Notes of a Course of Nine
Lectures on Light, delivered
at the Royal Tnstitution.
By F. Tyndall, F.R.S.

Crown Svo. 15, scond, or 15 64, dolh,

A Treatise on Magie-
tisiit, General and Terres-
Irial.

By — Humplhrey Lloyd,
D.D. D.C.L. Provost of
Trinity College, Dublin.

Sz ‘,"l':'x‘c.' 10s. G

Elementary Treatise on
the TWave-Theory of Light.
By H. Lioyd, D.D. D.C.L.

Tiind Edition.  Sve. 105, 64,

Professor QOwer’s Lec-
Zures on the Conparative
Awnalonty and Plysiology
of [nvertcbrate Auimals.

2nd Edition, witlh 235 IWoeedents. Sco. 21s.

The Conmparative Ana-
tonzy and Physiology of the
Vertcbrate Animals. ‘

By Richard Owen, F.R.S.

IVithx, 472 TFoeodeuts. 3vols. Sco. £3.135.64.

Light Science jor Lei-
sure Hours; a Scrics of
Familiar Essays on Scicn-
tific Subpects, Natural Ple-
nonicna, &c.

By R. 4. Proctor, B.A.

First and Sccond Series,
7s. 6d. cack.

2 wols, crown Svo.
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Roclks Classified and De-
scribed.
By B. Von Cotta.

Lnglish Edition, by P, H. LAWRENCE (with
Lnglish, German, and French Syno-
wynes), revised by the Author. Post
Swvo. 14s.

Primeval Wovld of Swit-
zerland.

By Professor Oswald Heer,
of the University of
Zurich. Traunslated by
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S.
and edited by Fames
Heywood, M.A. F.R.S.

2 wols. 8wo. with numerous Ilustrations.
[Zn the press.

The Origin of Civilisa-
tton, and the Primitive
Condition of Mai; Men-
tal and Social Condition of
Savages.

By Str F. Lubbock, Bart.
M.P. FR.S.

Third Edition, with 25 Woodcuts. 8vo. 16s.

A Manual of Anthro-
pology, or Science of Man,
based on Modern Research.
By Charles Bray.

Crown 8vo. §s.

A Phrenologist anongst
the Todas, or the Study of

a Primitive Tribe 112 Soutl
India; History, Character,
Customs, Religion, Infanit-
cide, Polyandry, Language.
By W. E. Marshall, Licut.-
Col. Bengal Stajf Corps.

With 26 llustrations, 8vo. 21s.

The Auncient Stone Im-
Dlements, Weapons, and Or-
naments of Great Britain.

By Foln Evans, F.R.S.

Fith 2 Plates and 476 Woodcuts. Swo, 28s.

TTe Elenents of Botaiy

Jor Fuamilies and Schools.

Tentl Edition, revised by
TTomas Moore, IF.L.S.

Fep. Swvo. with 154 IWoodeuts 2s. 6d.

Bible Animnals; a De-
scription of every Living
Creature nentioned in the
Scriptures, from the Ape
2o the Coral. _
ByRev. 7. G. Wood, M.A.

With about 100 Pignettes on Wood. 8vo. 21s.

The Rose Amalenr's
Guide.
By Thonas Rivers.

Zenth Edition.  Fep. Svo. 4s.

A Dictionary of Science, .
Literature, and Art.
Fourtly Edition, re-edited

by the late W. T. Brande
(the Author)and Rev. G.
w. Cox, M.A.

3 wols. medium 8vo. 63s.

Loudon’s Encyclopedia
of Plants; comprising the
Specific Character, Descrip-
tion, Culture, History, &.
of all the Plants found in
Great Biritan.

I ith uprwards of 12,000 Woodcuts. 8vo.42s.
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Rocks Classified and De-
scribed.
By B. Von Cotta.

English Edition, by P. H. LAWRENCE (zvit/:
English, German, and French Syno-
nymes), revised by the Awuthor. Fost
Svo., 14s.

Primceval World of Swit-
zerland.

By Professor Oswald Heer,
of the University of
Zurich. Translated by
w. S. Dallas, F.L.S.
and edited by Fames
Heywood, M. A. F.R.S.

2 wols. 8vo. with numerous Ilustrations.
[Z7 the press.

The Origin of Crvilisa-
ton, and the Primitive
Condition of Man,; Men-
tal and Social Condition of
Savages.

By Sir F. Lubbock, Bart.
M.P. F.R.S.

Third Edition, with 25 Woodcuts, 8vo. 165

A Manunal of Anrnthro-
pology, or Science of Man,
based o1 Modern Research.
By Charles Bray.

Crown Svo. §s.

A Phrenologist anongst
the Todas, or the Study of

a Primitive Tribe i Soutl
India; History, Character,
Customns, Religion, Infanti-
cide, Polyandry, Language.
By . E. Marsihall, Licut.-
Col. Bengal Staff Corps.

itk 26 Hllustrations., Svo. 21s.

The Ancient Stone -
Pplements, Weapons, and Or-
naments of Great Britam.
By Foln Evans, F.R.S.

With 2 Plates arnd 476 Woodcnts. Svo. 28s.

The Elements of Botany
Jor Famzlies and Schools.
Tenth Edition, revised by

T homas Moore, F.L.S.

Fgp, 8o, with 154 Woodcuts 25, 6d.

Bible Anpnals,; a De-
seription of every Living
Creature mentioned in the
Seriptures, from the Ape
Zo the Coral.

ByRev. 7. G. Wood, M.A.

With abont 100 Vignelles on Wood, 8vo. 215,

The Rose Aimatenr's
Guide.
By Thomas Rivers.

Tenth Edition.  Frp. Svo, 4.

A Dictionary of Science,
Literature, and Art.
Fourth Edition, rc-cdited

by the late W. T. Brande
(the Author)and Rev. G.
W. Cox, M.A.

3 vols. medinm Svo. 63s,

Loudon's Encyclopedia
of Planis; comprising lhe
Specific Character, Deserip-
tion, Culture, History, &e.
of all the Plants found in
Great Britain.

IFith upnvards of 12,000 ¥ oodeuts. 8vo. 425
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A Dictionary of Che-
mastry and  the Allied
Branches of other Sciences.
By Henry Watts, F.C.S.

assisted by eminent
Scientific and Practical
Chenists.

6 wols. medinm 8vo. £8. 14s. 64d.

Second Supplement con-
Pleting the Record of Dis-

covery to the end of 1872.
[Z7: the press.

A Course of Practical

Chenmiistry, for the use of
Medical Students.
By W. Odling, FF.R.S.

Crown Svo. Woodcuts, 7s. 6d.

Select Metiods in Chemi-
cal Analysis, chicfly Inor-
gainze., ‘

By Win. Crookes, FF.R.S.

With 22 IVoodcuts.

Zodd and Bowman's
Plysiological Anatony,and
Plysiology of Man.

Vol. 77, with nunterous Illustratiog, 25s,

Pol. 1. New Edition by Dr. LIONELS.
BEALE, F.R.S. in conrse of publication,
with numerous Hlustrations. ” Darts I, and
7. in 8va. price 7s. 6d. cach.

Outlines of Fliysiology,
Human and Com parative.
By ¥. Marshall, F.R.C.S.

Surgeon lo the Univcr-
sity College Hospital.

2 vols, cr. Szo. with 122 Woedents, 3as,

Crown Swo. 125, 64,

I3

The FINE ARTS and ILLUSTRATED
EDITIONS.

A lbert Durer, liis Life
and Works; including Au-
tobiographical Papers and
Complete Catalogucs.

By William B. Scolt.

Vith 6 Elchings by the Author and other
Dlustrations,  Svo. 16s.

1 Fairyland ; Pictures
Sfrom the Elf-TWorld. By
Richard Doyle. Wik a
Pocine by V. Allingham.

Vith 16 coloured Diates, containing 36 De-
signs.  Sccond Edition, folio, 15s.

A Dictionary of Artists
of the ILnglish School :
Painters, Sculpltors, Archi-
tects, Engravers, and Orna-
mentists; with Notices of
theirr Lives and 1Worls.
Dy Samucl Redgrave.

Seo. 165,

Tlie New Testament, il-
lustrated with Mood [u-
gravings aftcr the Early
Masters, chicfly of the
lialiain School,

Crowen gto. G3r.

v X et L
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Industrial Chenistry, a
Aanual for AManufactu-
rers and jJor Collcges or
Technical Schools. Being a
Translation of Profcssors
Stolimann  and LEngler's
German Edition of Payen's
“Précis de Chiniie Tndus-
lriclle) by Dr. 7. D. Barry.
Ldited, and supplenicnicd

with  Chaplcrs on lhe
Cheuistry of the Metals,
oy . 1. Paul, Ph.D.

Seo, seith Plates and THeodeuts,
[ 7 tie press,

Guwilt's Encyclopedia of
Architecture, with above
1,600 Ioodculs.

Lfth Edition, with Allcra
lions and Additions, by
Iyatt Papeworth.

Sto. 525, 0.

The Three Calledrals
dedicaled fo St Pawul in
London ;  their Hislory
Srom he Foundation of
the [irst Duilding i the
Stath Century to the Pro-
posals for the Adornment
of the Present Cathedral.
By W. Longman, I£.5.A.

IWVith numerous fllustrations. Sguare crown
8o, 21s.

Hints on Household
Taste in Furniture, Up-
holstery, and other Delails.
By Charles L. Eastlake,

Arelatect.

New Edition, with about 9o Illustrations,
Sguare crown 8vo. 14s.

Itk 240 Hlustrations.

Geomnetric Turning, con-
prising a Description of
Plant's New Geomelric
Cluck, with Directions for
2ls wsc, and « Scrics of
Pattcrns cut by it, with
Laplanations.

By H. S. Savory.

Witk g71 1Poodents.  Syuare cr. Sco, 215.

Lathes and Turning,
Semple, Mechanical, and
Ornamental.

By W. Henry Northeott,

8zo. 18s.

Handbook of Practical

Telegraphy.

By R. S. Culley, Memb.
Iust. C.E. Engincer-in-
Chicf of Telegraphs fo
e Post-Office.

Sixth Edition, Plales & TWoodeuts. 8vo. 16s.

Principles of Meclianisin,
Jor the use of Students irn
the Universitics, and for
Lngineering Students.

By R. Willis, M.A. F.R.S.
Professor i the Univer-
sty of Cambridge.

Second Edition, with 374 Woodculs. 8vo.18s.

Perspective ; or, the Avt
of Drawing what one Sees :
Jorthe Use of those Sketch-
g from Nature.

By Lient. W. H. Collins,
RE. F.RA.S.

With 37 Woodeuts. Crown 8vo. 55.
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Encyclopaedia of Civil
Engineering, Historical,
Theorctical, and Practical.
By E. Cresy, C.E.

I'ith above 3,000 THeodeuts,  8co. 421

A Treatise o tie Steam
Eungine, tu ils varions ap-
plications to Mines, Mills,
Steam Navigation, Rail-
ways and Agriculture.

By F. Bourne, C.E.

Wuk Portrait, 37 Plates, and 546 MWood-
s, 4fo. 428,

Cateclism of the Steam
Engine, i1 its vartous Ap-
Pplicatious.

By Fohn Bourne, C.E.

New Edstion, wnth 89 Woodeuts Fep8:0.65

Handbook of the Steam

Eugine.

By F. Bourne, C.E. form-
ing a Kev to the Author's
Catechism of the Steam
Lngine.

Witk b7 Woodets,  Fig. Sic or.
Recent Tmprovements in
the Stram Engine.

By ¥. Bourne, C.E.

Witk 124 Wooduts. Fip. Sco G

Lowndes's  Enginecr's
Handbook ; explaining the
Pringiples  which  should
guide the Young Engiuccr
i the Construction of MMa-
hiinery.

Tost S, 3.

Ure's Dictionaryof Aris,
Manufactures, and Minces.
Sixth Edition, re-writlen
and greatly cnlarged by
R Hunt, F.R.S. assisted
by numerons Contributors.

11tk 2,000 Woodents 3 wols medumam Sto,
L4 14 6

Handbook to the Mineva-
logy of Cornwall and
Devon; with Iustructions
Jor thedy Diserimination,
and copious Tables of Lo-
cality.

By 7. H. Collans, F.G.S.

With 10 Plats, $:0 G

Guns and Steel; Miscel-
lancous Papers on Meckani-
cal Subjects.
By S F.

C.E FRS.

Uhth Hestrations,  Royal §zo. g5 G4,

Whitworth,

Practical Treatise on

Aletallnrgy,

Adapled from the last Ger-
manEditionof Professor
Kerl's Metallurgy by Y.
Crookes, F.R.S. &¢. and
E. Rikrig, Ph.D.

3 zols Sz wath 625 Wondautr fg. 198
Treatise on Als and
Millivork,

By Sir W, Fairbairn, Bt.

1852k 18 Plazes and 322 Wondents, 2 volts
e, 328
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Usceful Iuformation for
Lnoineers.
By Sir W. Fairbairn, DL.
Hith many Plates and Woodents, 3 vols.
crowen See, 315, G4,

The Application of Cast
and  IVrought [fron o
Luilding Purposcs.

LBy S V. Iairbaiin, L.

With 6 Dlates and 118 NWondeuts, Szo. 16s.

The Strains 1 Trusses
Contputed by mcans of Dia-
grrams ; @ith 20 Exaiples.

LBy I A Ranken, C.L.

1Vith 35 Diéagrams, Sqnare cr, Seo. 05, 6,

Practical Handbook of
Dycing and Calico-Print-
ng.

By V. Crookes, IF.R..S. &.

15tk numnerons Hlustrations and Specimeis
of Dyad Textile Fabries, Svo. 425

Mitchell's Manunal of
Practical Assaying.
Fourth [Edition, ircviscd,

with the Recent Disco-
veries  incorporated, by
. Crooles, I7.R.S.

Svo. IWeodcuts, 31s. 64,

R S . and
An £ ‘Jte 39
Artict. and
Doctris
By E. 7.
Bisho

New Ede

Occasional . Papers on

Subyects  connected - with

Crvil Engincering, Gun-

nery, and Naval Archi-

fecture.

DLy Michacl Scott, Mcnb.
Iust. CE. & of [ust.
N.A.

2 wafs, Svo, with Plates, 42s.

Loudor's Encyclopedia
of Gardening : comprising
the Theory and Practice of
Horticulture, Floriculture,
Arboricutiure, and Land-
scapeGardening.

1Vith 1,000 Woodeuts, 8o, 21s.

Loudorn’s Encyclopeedia
of Agriculture: comprising
the Laying-out, Improve-
ment, and Management of
Landed Property, and e
Cnltiz tfion and Econony

ductions of Agri-

» Woodeuts.,  Swo.

ORKS.
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pusLisieb By LONGMANS & CO.

Sermons for the Times
- preached i St Paul's
Cathedral and elscwhere.

By Rev. T. Griffith, M.A.

Crown 8vo. Gs.

e sze and Epistles of

St. Paul.

By Rev. W. F. Conybeare,
M.A. and Very Rev. F.
S. Howson, D.D.

LIBRARY EDITION, with all the Original
Llustrations, ]I[npf, Landscapes on Sted,
Woodcuts, &c. 2 wols. 4f0. 48s.

II\TDR\IEDIATE EDITION, with a Sclection
of Maps, Flales, and Woodcuts. 2 vols,
square crown 8vo. 21s.

STUDENT’S EDITION, revised and condensed,
with 46 Illustrations and Maps. 1 wol.
crown 8wo. 9s.

A Critical and Gmm—.

matical Commentary on St.
Paul’s Episiles.
By C. F. Ellicott, D.D.

Galatians, 85. 64. Ephesians, 8s. 64.
Pastoral Epistles, 10s. 64. Philippi-
ans, Colossians, & Philemon, 10s5. 64.
Thessalonians, 7s. 64.

The Voyage and Ship-
wreck of St. Paul; with
Dissertations on the Slhips
and Navigation of the
Armncients.

By Fanes Smuth, F.R. S

Crowre 8vo. Charts, 10s. 6d.

Evidence of the Truth
of the Clistian Religion
derived from the Literal
Fulfilment of Proplecy.
By Alexander Keith, D.D.

4otk Edition, with numerous Plates.
Sguare Svo. 12s. 6d. or in post 8vo.
with 5 Flates, 6s.

8vo.

Historical and Critical
Conumentary on the Old
Testament ; with a New
1 ransiation.

By M. M. Kalisch, Ph.D.

Vol. 1. Genesis, 8wo. 18s. or adapted for the
General Reader, 125, Vol 1. Exodus,
155, or adapled ﬁ)r the General Reader,
I2s.  VPol. 777, Leviticus, Part I. 15s.
or adapted for tre General Reader, 8s.
Vol. 7V. Y.eviticus, Part 77, 1 5: or
adapted for the General Reader, 8s.

The History and Litera-
ture of the Israelites, ac-
cording to the Old Testa-
ment and the Apocrypla.
By C. De Rotlsclield and

A. De Rotlschild.

Second Edition. 2 vols. crown 8vo, 125, 6d.,
Abridged Edition, i1 1 wol. fep. Svo. 3s. 64.

EFEwald's Hz'sz‘()f'y of

Lsracl.

Translated from zf/ze Ger- -
man by F. E. Carpenter,
M.A. with Preface by
R. Martinean, M. A.

5 wols. 8wo, 63s.

Commentary on Epistle
to the Romans.

By Rev. W. A. AO Co7zo7'

Crown Swo. 3s. 6d.

A Commentary on the
Gospel of St. Foln.
By Rev. W. A. Oszw'

Crozwz 8zo. 10s. 6:{

The Epistle to the He—
brews; with Analytical
[utroduction and Notes. |
By Rev. W. A. O Conor.

Crown 8vo. 45. 64.
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NEW WORKS rususieo 5y LONGMANS & CO.

The Life of Clrist.
Lor the use of Young Per-
so1s, selected from the Gos-
pels and  Clironologically
arranged; with Supple-
mentary  Notices  from
parallel Passages.

By the Rev. R. B. Gar-
drner, M. A.

Crown Svo. 2s.

Lectures on the Penta-
leuch & the Moabite Stone;
with Appendices.

By F. W. Colenso, D.D.
Bishop of Natal.

Sio. 125,

TV Pentateuchand Book
of Foshua Critically Ex-
amitned,

By F. W. Colenso, D.D.
Bishop of Natal.

Crowwn Svo. 6s.

The New Bible Com-
mentary, by Bishops and
other Clergy of the An-
glican  Church, critically
examaned by the Rt Rev.
F. W. « Colenso, D.D.
Bishop of Natal

8o, 25+

TRAVELS, VOYAGES, &ec.

The Valleys of 7irol;
their Traditions and Cus-
tons, and How to Visit
teens.

By Miss R H. Busk,
Author of “The Folk-
Lore of Rome’ &e.

- IVith Frontispiece and 3 Aaps.
8wo, 125, 6d.

Crown

Eiglht Years in Ceylon.
By Sty Sanwel W. Baker,
. MA. FR.G.S.
New Edition, with Ilustrations engraved
on Wood by G. Pearson. Crown 8vo.
Price 7s. 0d.

T e Rifle and the Hound

i Ceylon.
By Str Samuel W. Baker,

]lf A. F.R.G.S.
New Edition, with Hllustrations engraved
. on Wood by G. DPearson. Crown 3vo.
Price 7s. bd.

Meeting the Swun,; a
Fourney all round the
World through Egypt,
China, Fapan, and Cali-
Jorna.

By  William
FRG.S.

IVith Heliotypes and IWoodeuts.

S 2npson,

8co. 24s.

The Rural Life of Erng-
land.
By Willian: Howitt.

Woodcuts, 8oo. 125. 6d.

The Dolomite Mo
tatns. Excursions througl
Tyrol, Carinthia, Carniola,
and Frils.

By F. Gilbert and G. C.
Churchill, F.R.G.S.

With lustrations.  Sg. cr. 8vo. 215,
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I

WORKS of FICTION.

Whispers jfrom Fairy-
land.
By the Rt Hon. E. H.
Knatchbull - Hugessen,
M.P. Author of < Stories
Sormy Children, < Moon-
shine, ¢ Queer Folk, &'e.

With o Illustrations from Original De-
signs engraved on Wood by G, Pear-
son,  Crown 8vo. price’6s.

Elena, an Italian Tale.
By L. N. Comyn.

2 wols. post 8vo. 14s.

Lady Willoughby's
Dzary during the Reign of
Clarles the First, t/e Pro-
tectorate, and the Restora-

tion.
Crowie 8vo. 7s. 6d.

Centulle, a Tale of Pau.
By Denys Shyne Lawlor,
Author of * Pilgrimages in
the Pyrences and Landes.

-Crewn 8vo. 105, 6d.
N

T he Folle-Lore of Rone,
collected by Word of Mountlh
Srom the People.
By R. H. Busk, Author of
« The Valleys of Tirol’
&
Crown 8vo. 125. 6d.

Cyllene ; or, The Fall of
Paganisin. -

By Henry Sneyd, M. A.

2 vols. pos 8Bvo. 14s.

Tales of the Teutonic
“Lands. _
By Rev. G. W. Cox, M.A.
and E. H. Fones. - -

Crown 8vo. 10s. 64,

Becker's Gallus; or Ro-
man Scenes of the Time of
Augustus.

Lost 8vo. 7s. 6d.

Becker's Chavicles :  [l-

lustrative of Private Life
of the Ancient Greeks.
Post 8vo. 7s. 6d.

Tales of Ancient Greece.
By the Rev. G. W. Cox,
M.A.
Crown 8wvo. 6s. 6d.

The Modern Novelist's
Library.

Atherstone Priory, 2s. boards ; 2s. 6d. cloth.

The DBurgomaster's Family, 2s. boards;
2s5. 6d. cloth.
MELVILLE'S Dighy Grand, 2s. and 2s. 6d.
—— Gladialors, 2s. and 2s5.6d.
———— . Good for Nothing,2s. & 2s. 6d.
————— Holmby House, 2s. and 2s. 6d.
— Interpreter, 2s. and 2s. 6d.
Kate Coventyy, 2s. and 25. 6d.
Queer’'s Maries, 2s. and 25 6d.
General Bousee, 25, and 2s. 0d.
TROLLOPE'S Harden, 1s. 6d. and 2s.
Barchester Towers, 25, and
2s. 6d. .
BRAMLEY-MOORE's Six Sisters of the Val-
leys, 2s. boards ; 25, 6d. cloth.

L S U
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puusiep BY LONGMANS & CO.

Hovatic Opera, Libvary
Edition, with English
Noles, Margeinal References
and various Readings.

Edited by Rev.¥. E. Vonge.

8o, 215,

The AEneid of Virgil
Translated into English

Verse.
By F. Conington, M.A.

Crown 8vo. 9s.

Poemns by Fean Ingelow.
' 2 wols. Fep. 8vo. 10s. A

FIRST SERIES, containing ¢ Divided,’ ¢ The
Star's Monument,) &c. 16th Thousand,
Fep. 8vo. 5s.

SECOND SERIES, ‘4 Story of Doom,’ ¢ Gla-
dys and her Island,’ &e.  5th Thousand,
fep. 8vo, 59,

Poeins by Fean Ingelow.

First Series, with nearly

- 100 Woodcut Iltustrations.
Fep, 4to, 215,

RURAL SPORTS, HORSE and CATTLE
MANAGEMENT &e.

Down  the Koad; or,
Remaniscences of a Gentle-
man Coaclunan.

By C. 7. S. Birch Rey-
nardson.

With Twelve Chromolithographic Illustra-
tions from Original Paintings by H,
Alken,  Medinm 8vo, [N'ear/y ready,

Blaine's Encyclopedia of
Rural Sports; Complete
A ccounts, Historical, Prac-
tical, and Descriptive, of
Hunting, Shooting, [ist-
ing, Racing, & .

1ith above 600 Woodcuts (20 from Designs
by Joun LEECH). 8wo. 21s.

A Book on Anglng:
a Tyeatise on the Avt of
Angling in every branch,
including full Illustrated
Lists of Salnewon Flies.

By Francis Francs.

Post 8vo. Portrait and Plales, 15s.

W ilcocks's Sea-Fisher-
man: comprising the Chief
Methods of Hook and Line
Fishing, a glance at Nets,
and remarks on Boals and
Boating.

New  Edition, with 8o Woodcuts.
Post 8vo, 125. 6d.,

The Ox, lus Diseases and
their Tyeatment; with an
Essay on Parturition in the

Cow. :
By F. R. Dobson, Memb.
R.CTV.S.

Crown 8uo. with lllustrations, 1s. 6d.

A Treatise on Horse-
Shoeing and Lameness.
By ¥. Gamgee, Vet. Surg.

8vo. with 55 Woodcuts, 10s. 6d.

Youatt on the Horse.
Revised and enlarged by W.
Watson, M.R.C.V.S.

8vo. Woodcuts, 125, 64,
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Youait's Work on the
Dog, revised and enlarged.
8to. Toodeuts, G

Horses and Stables.
By Colonel F, Filzwygram,
XV the King's Hussars,

With 24 Plates of Nlinstrations, 8o 105 6d

The Dog in Health and
Disease.
By Stonchenge.
itk 73 Wood Engravings, Square crown
80, 75. 64

e Greyhonnd.
By Stoncherge.

Revisad Edition, with 23 Fortrails of (er
Kounds,  Square eroion 8vo. 100,

Stables and Stable Fit-
sings.
By W, Miles, Esg.
Toip, B:o. uith 13 Flates, 154
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